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A company representative told 
them the water was coming from 
anatural spring-during the driest 
season on record, when the creek 
opposite the Wests’ home on 
Second Street was bone dry. 

The Wests bought a shutoff 
valve, which National Utilities 
installed. 

“It continued to leak,” Betty 
West said. “When I told the water 
company about it, they still said it 
was a natural spring. Water ran 
alongside my house, through the 
front yard and down the road. 
They said it couldn't possibly be 
their lines because they had tested 
the water and there was no chlo- 
rine in it,” 

In July the Wests found water 
running out from under their front 
porch,. Larry dug a 100-foot long 
trench in the yard between the 
road and the back porch but 
couldn't find the problem, with 
water running out of the trench 
and down the road. 

“Larry kept pumping the water 
out and it kept filling right up 
again,” Betty West said. 

National Utilities came back 
and tested the water again and 

~ said it couldn't possibly be com- 
ing from their pipes because it 
contained no chlorine, Betty West 

“said. Trying to find the source of 
the water, Larry West enlarged 
the trench in the yard, only to 
have water flowing out to the back 
yard, as well as to the front 

“Finally we ripped the back 
porch out because we figured the 
leak was under there” Betty West 

~ said. “I stuck a shovel down into 
the mud and suddenly we had a 
fountain. Larry then found the 
water line and the leak - right 
under our back porch.” 

The next day Larry saw a man 
from the water company in the 
neighborhood and asked him to 
come and look at the leak. 

“He told us it was definitely a 
major leak and someone would be 
out there the following day to fix 
it,” Betty West said. 

No one showed up. She called 
National Utilities three times. 
Finally a secretary told her some- 
thing had happened to the well 
pump and the repair crew wouldn't 
be able to come to her house. 

“When the pump broke, the 
water stopped bubbling out of the 
ground by our porch,” she said. 
“But when the company replaced 
it, the water immediately came 
back. But they told me the well 
pump had nothing to'do with us.” 

In desperation, a neighbor 
complained to a local television 
station, which aired the story and 
footage of the leak August 7. 

“That's when National Utilities 
finally showed up to do some work 
— the day after the broadcast,” 
Betty West said. “It was odd — the 
whole time our water was leaking, 
we had great water pressure. But 
some cottages on Center, High 
and Sooby streets didn’t have any 
water at all or had very low water 

Singles' dance for 
adults Aug. 18 

Reach Out Singles Everywhere 
(R.O.S.E.) will hold an Adult 
Singles Dance August 18, at the 
American Legion Post 395, 386 
Wyoming Avenue, Kingston, 8 

~ p.m. to midnight. 
This is a No Smoking dance. 

Dress shorts and dress denim will 
be acceptable attire. 

For tickets or more informa- 
tion, call 288-4278 or 779-4405. 

Turkey shoot Aug. 20 
Harveys Lake Rod and Gun 

Club will hold an old fashioned 
turkey shoot at 12 noon, August 
20, at the club grounds, Kunkle- 
Alderson Road, off Route 309. 

There will be contests for pistol 
and rifles. Iron sights and scopes 
may be used, 15 and 25 yard 
pistols, 50 and 100 yard pistols. 
Many great prizes will be given. 

Shoot is open to the public. 

Irem Women to host 

luncheon Aug. 17 
Irem Women’s Auxiliary will 

hold a luncheon August 17 at 
Irem Temple Country Club at 
12:30 p.m. 

Reservations must be made by 
August 15. with Mrs. Alfred 
Colmer 675-9057 or Mrs. Martha 
Reese, 675-5929. 

Luncheon is open to members 
and friends. 
\ 

The Wicker Shop | 
at FASSETT'S 

(Best Prices Around) 
Downtown Tunkhannock 

One Mile North of Wal-Mart 
M-F: 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sat: 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
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Charles West shows where exposed water lines follow a creek 
bed and run through a culvert at Second Street at Harveys Lake. 

pressure. The lines are all screwed 
up — they don’t know which lines 
serve which homes. Our prob- 
lems began in April when they 
turned on the water to the sum- 
mer homes.” 

Ironically, while water was 
flooding the Wests’ yard and 
running down Second street, the 
summer residents had no water 
at all for 2 1/2 months. Last 
summer they didn't have water at 
all, West said. 

“They were livid — water was 
running down the street from my 
yard and they had to go out and 

fii ph aS LUCE Ch HRM GER G8 TEC 0 

“The lines are all 
screwed up — they 
don’t know which 

lines serve 
which homes.” 

Betty West 
National Utilities customer 
  

buy bottled water,” Mrs. West said. 
The Wests are on the year- 

round water line and pay $33.43 

a quarter to National Utilities. 
Summer residents pay $100 for 
service from April 15 to October 
15, which the company lowered 
after they complained they were 
paying for water they hadn't used, 
Mrs. West said. 

“That leak wasn't our responsi- 
bility,” said Fred Becchetti of 
National Utilities. “Our responsi- 
bility ends at the property line. 

Customers are responsible for the 
water line from their property line 
into their homes. This leak was 
her responsibility.” 

Harveys Lake experienced “a 
few problems” last summer, but 
Becchetti said they were only 
temporarily losses of water. “When 
there's a problem, we always try 
torestore service within 24 hours,” 
he said. “There have been a few 
problems, but we replaced all 
those lines.” 

Leaks aren't the only problem, 
residents say. 

Betty Gray and Francis 
McHugh say the water looks 
murky, smells strongly “like Clo- 
rox” and sometimes makes them 
sick to their stomachs. 

“I don’t dare add bleach to my 
washer loads,” Betty Gray said. 
“My towels are white enough al- 
ready - they look almost new. 
Whatever they're putting in the 
water also bleaches my hair. The 
one day it made my eyes burn.” 

“The water also gets rusty,” 
McHugh said. “We have very low 
pressure and sometimes no water 
at all.” 

Mrs. West's son, Charles, used 
a pool chlorine test kit to test a 
fresh sample of tap water from 
Mrs. Gray's house. Their color- 
‘coded kit shows the safe level to 

be 1.0 to 1.5, an extremely pale 
yellow color after the testing solu- 
tion is added. A darker yellow 
indicates the chlorine level is 3.0, 
too high to safely swim in. 

“Whoa! Look at this!” Charles 
said, after adding the test solu- 

  

Your 

  

All other states - $17   

Send your student all 
the news from home 

Hometown =     
Order a school-year subscription 

to The Dallas Post. 
Your away-from-home student will get The Post from 
September to May at these special rates: 

In Pennsylvania, New York or New J ersey - $15 
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Betty West stands by her back porch, which she had to remove to find a water leak which also 
damaged part of the foundation of her home on Second Street at Harveys Lake. 

tion to the water. “It goes right off 
the scale!” 

_ The sample had turned bright 
orange. 

National Utilities tries to stay 
as close to state and federal drink- 
ing water standards as possible, 
especially when adding chlorine, 
Becchetti contended. “We try to 
keep the chlorine as low as pos- 
sible, but within the standards,” 
he said. 

Mrs. West said she has lived on 
Second Street for eight years. 
When she first moved there, Na- 
tional Utilities told her the black 
plastic water lines laid in the creek 
and the culvert at High Street 

were temporary. Eight years later 
they're still there. 
“I could sit on my front porch 
and watch the light making rain- 
bows on the water spraying from 
leaks in the pipe in the creek,” she 
said. 

The pipes go up the creek past 
Kitchen Road to Hemlock Gar- 
dens, Charles West said. 

The black plastic pipes run the 
length of High Street, in the street 
gutter in front of people's drive- 
ways and along tree lawns. Most | 
of it is exposed to the weather. 
One section at the head of High 
Street runs into the ground in the 
middle of the Center Street inter- 
section and is covered with sev- 

eral inches of cold patch asphalt. 
A Rube Goldberg assembly on 

Center Street contains pipes of 
two or three different sizes, all set 
at odd angles, and four shutoff 
spigots, just to run a partially 
exposed line into a home. 

“The Harveys Lake division is 
basically a summer system,” 
Becchetti said. “Most of the sum- 
mer lines are on top of the ground. 
We bury them where they cross 
driveways or places where people 
could drive over them. The winter 
lines are buried.” 

Snowplows occasionally have 
hit exposed summer lines, but 
haven't caused any problems, he 
added. 

  

The kid's room. The living 
room. The bathroom. The 

room for improvement, 
see Franklin First for a tax 

quick response, affordable 

  
playroom. Wherever there's 

deductible’ home equity loan. 
Call us at 717-821-7105" for a 

monthly payments and a lot more 
room in your home improvement 
budget. For the money you need, 
Franklin First has got you covered. 

Get the security of fixed monthly 
payments at today's low rates. 

FRANKLIN FIRST 

  
  

    
            

  

  

  

Cover All Your Needs 
With One Stroke 

    

      

  

      
  

Subsidiary of ONBANCorp, Inc. 

Terms, rates and conditions subject to change without notice. *60 monthly payments of $20.39 per $1,000 borrowed. Property 
insurance required. Offer not valid for existing Franklin First home equity loan customers, nor combined with other promotional 
offers. tConsult your tax advisor. **Or toll free 1-800-262-1210. 

Deposits federally insured to $100,000. Member FDIC 
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