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1990, after having undergone
psychiatric treatment at other
facilities, she said.

Except for a three-month pe-
riod between January 24, 1991,
and February 27, 1991, he has
been a psychiatric patient, mainly
at Clarks Summit State Hospital.

Because of aggressive behavior
towards staffand patients, he was
transferred to Farview State Fo-
rensic Hospital for two three-
month periods, in August, 1990,
and February, 1993, then back to
‘Clarks Summit after showing
signs of improvement, Fritz said.

“For the past year Kirkendall
had responded well to medication
and treatment and had shown no
aggressive tendencies,” Fritz said.
“His family was very involved in
his treatment and often visited
him or took him home for visits.”

After every home visit, which
must be approved by the patient’s
psychiatrist, the family is required
to complete detailed written re-
ports of the patient's behavior,

Kids

she said.

“For the most part, he was
pleasant, relaxed and helpful and
interacted well with his family,”
Fritzsaid. “The only unusual thing
they reported was in May, when
he seemed withdrawn.”

A former schoolmate described
Kirkendall as “never very stable,”
a loner who didn’t hang out with
anyone.

“He was definitely not on the
same frequency as other people,”
the schoolmate said. “He talked to
himself and listened to himself.
Imaginary things went on in his
head. You would try to talk with
him but the conversations would
go nowhere, as if he was on an-
other planet.”

Kirkendall was arrested at his
grandfather’'s Kunkle home. Ac-
cording to an autopsy performed
Monday morning by coroner
George Hudock, Besteder died of
a close-range shotgun wound to
the right chest.

Kirkendall's father suffered a

(continued from page 1)

ing us create it.”
All week Kids About Town

members plugged their lunchtime
bake sale during morning an-
nouncements on the school’s in-
house television station. Commer-
cials and bike safety sound bites
included a takeoff on Saturday
Night Live’s Hans and Franz.

“It's the end of the year and the
cafeteria snack table’s almost
empty, sowe'll probably sella lot,”
Amanda Russ said.

Students in Mr. Chiarucci's
class also made bicycle safety
posters to distribute to area busi-
nesses for display.

The students said they “defi-
nitely” planned to ride their bikes
on the trail and to bring their
friends there. “All kids ride bikes,”
they said.

Several students said they're
willing to help work on the trail if
they're needed, even next year.

“It will give kids and their par-
ents something to do together,”
said Amanda Russ.

“It'll be fun — we won't be sitting
around watching TV and playing
video games,” Randa Shahin
chimed in.

“These students are
the reality to the
vision — they’re

helping us create it.”

Judy Rimple
ASTA president

“Yeah, we'll get some exercise,”
quipped Ryan Stredny.

Megan Rogan and Dan Fetko
said they would like to spend time
on the trail if possible.

Kids About Town is a
schoolwide organization dedicated
to helping the community and
devising ways to improve it. Any
student may join.

Raising money for ASTA's bike
trail and making and distributing
bicycle safety posters had an
unexpected benefit for the stu-
dents.

“We learned who our elected
officials are, in case we had to
discuss the project with them,”
said Amanda Russ. “Some kids
didn't even know what township
they live in.”

'Y to offer junior lifeguard class = .
The Greater Pittston YMCA will offer the “Y” Jr. Lifeguard Class
starting July 1, 9 a.m. Classes will be held on Saturdays from 9 to 11

a.m. for eight weeks.

This program is open to youth 11 years of age and older who have

good swimming skills.

For more information call the Greater YMCA at 655-2255.

Great
Gifts
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Grads!

Gold Chains
starting at
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shotgun wound to the back and
was taken by ambulance to Geisin-
ger Wyoming Valley Hospital, then
flown by helicopter to Community
Medical Centerin Scranton, where
he is listed in critical condition.

Police took Kirkendall, Jr., into
custody at the scene “without
incident.” He was charged with
one count of criminal homicide, a
general charge which includes
first-degree murder and involun-
tary manslaughter, one count of
criminal attempted homicide and
two counts of aggravated assault,
police said.

Police confiscated a .16 gauge
Ithaca double-barreled shotgun
from the crime scene.

According to the arrest war-
rant affadavit, the Back Moun-
tain Communications Center dis-
patched patrolman Joseph Bren,
Kingston Township patrolman
Robert Parrish, Dallas Borough
patrolman James Drury and the
Kunkle ambulance to Besteder's

home at Kunkle Corners around

6 p.m. June 11 after receiving a
report of a multiple shooting.

The suspect said he had been
thinking about shooting his rela-
tives for several hours before he
left his parent’s Hildebrandt Road
home with several .16-gauge
shotgun shells, which he knew
weren't available at his grandpar-
ents’ home, according to the af-
fadavit. ‘

Besteder had lived at Kunkle
Corners, where he operated a gas
station and feed mill, for about 35
years, Miers said.

Fred Kirkendall, Jr., is incar-
cerated at the Luzerne County
Prison, where he will remain until
his preliminary hearing June 19,
Miers said. No bail has been set.

Assisting evidence officer Way-
man Miers and patrolman Robert
Jolley, who is handling the paper-
work, are Pennsylvania State

Police Lt. Stan Jezewski and de-

tectives from the Luzerne County
District Attorney’s office.
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MURDER SCENE - This home on Route 309 at Kunkle Corners

was the scene of a double shooting which left Charles Besteder
dead of a gunshot wound to the ¢hest and Frederick C. Kirken-

dall, Sr., in critical condition with a shotgun wound to the back.

First leg of trail to open this weekend

By GRACE R. DOVE
Post Staff

TRUCKSVILLE - Hikers and
bikers will have a chance to be a
part of local history this weekend
when the first leg of a proposed
network of hiking and biking trails
along abandoned rail beds opens.

Developed by the Anthracite
Scenic Trails Association (ASTA),
the two-mile trail links Parry Street
in Luzerne and Carverton Road in
Trucksville. ASTA members hope
to eventually extend the system
47 miles along abandoned rail-
road grades through the Back
Mountain, Noxen and Mountain
Springs to the former rail hub at
Dushore.

AceremonydJune 17at 11 a.m.
will formally open the trail as part
of Luzerne's Downtown Days cele-
bration, according to ASTA presi-
dent Judy Rimple. ASTA mem-
bers will give guided tours of the
trail at noon and 3 p.m. June 17
and 18.

The trail has drawn attention
from different parts of the com-
munity, including an Eagle Scout
candidate, Dallas Middle School

students and area conservation

and land preservation groups.

" 'Eagle Scout candidate Jon-

athan Bradbury, 15, is waiting for
the Boy Scout Council to approve
his project to clearlitier, cut brush
and fillin washed-out gullies along
the trail.

“They could approve it this
week,” said the Shavertown resi-
dent, a sophomore at Wyoming
Seminary.

Members of Dallas Middle
School's Kids About Town recently
donated nearly $390, which they
raised from a bake sale and col-
lection cans set out at area busi-
nesses in a “Pails for Trails”
campaign, to ASTA.

“These students are the reality
to the vision - they're helping to
create it,” said Rimple, who didn't
know about the fundraiser until
ASTAreceived the donation. “This
is really exciting!” .

She also commended the
Luzerne Borough council, King-
ston Township supervisors and
manager Jeff Box, representatives
Phyllis Mundy and George Hasay
and Senator Charles Lemmond,
who obtained state grants for the
project.

Area organizations dedicated
to the outdoors and land preser-
vation- the Back Mountain Land
Trust, the Susquehanna Trailers,
the Back Mountain Trailers and
the Wyoming Valley Bicycle Club
- have also helped out, Rimple
said. '

To date ASTA's 60 members
have raised $8,000 of the $10,000
it needs to obtain a federal match-
ing grant for further work on the
trail, Rimple said.

The group hopes to make up

REMEMBER DAD ON JUNE 18™!
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138 Penn Avenue ¢ Scranton ¢ 343-1888
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Thurs. 10-8:30 « Fri. 10-7

rMalke | § HTTT)

RN

For a Day

SPECIAL PURCHASE!

HATTERAS QUILTED HAMMOCK $149.99*
DELUXE CLASSIC COTTON HAMMOCK $109.99*

SUGG. RETAIL $192.00 & 138.00

eras Hammock Way!

Made with fine quality rope and solid oak spreaders, every
Hatteras Hammock is perfect for use on the deck, patio or lawn.

GARDEN-N-MORE

atteras
ammocks

THE PLACE FOR UNIQUE HOME & GARDEN IDEAS
EAST END CENTRE, WILKES-BARRE

M-S 10:00-9:00 822-0225 SUN. 12:00-5:00

*‘SOME RESTRICTION APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

the rest through a raffle offering a
first prize of a mountain bike, a
second prize of a Robert Bateman
limited edition wildlife printand a
third prize of a night for two at a
bed and breakfast inn in Dushore.
Tickets are $2 each or three for $5
and are available from members
and participating area merchants.
Rimple, secretary Rob Lewis
and vice president Mark Albrecht
are Back Mountain residents,
while treasurer Glen Manahan is
also a member of the Rails to
Trails organization in Plains.
Rails to Trails is a unique state-
wide and nationwide organization
dedicated to transforming aban-
doned railroad beds into hiking
and biking trails. The rail beds'
gentle inclines, wide paths and
sturdy construction are ideal for
this use. Many cross through state
gamelands and some especially

beautiful country.

Area hikers and cyclists have@ )

described abandoned railroad
grades as an untapped resource
waiting to be rediscovered.

Railroads and spur lines, once
an important mode of transporta-
tion, crisscrossed the Back Moun-
tain, connecting majorlines north
atDushore and Mildred and south
in the Wyoming Valley with the

lumbering areas and icehouses OQ \

Alderson, Stull and Ricketts.

The last railroad line, which
connected Dallas and the valley,
was abandoned in 1963, when
Route 309 was upgraded. Its iron
trestle over Carverton Road was a
Back Mountain landmark for
many years.

For more information on ASTA,
call presidentJudy Rimple at 283-
9118.

Kingston Township rec center activities

The 1995 summer recreation
program will be held from June
19 through August 11. The pro-
gram is open to resident children
of Kingston Township who have
completed kindergarten up toand
including fifth grade; but no chil-
dren older than 12 years.

The program will be held week-
days, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Center Street park. Children

_should bring a bag lunch and

drink each day.

Activities will include sports,
games, guest speakers, music,
arts and crafts, field trips through-
out the summer and swimming at
Frances Slogum State.Bark pool,
every Tuesday and Thursday.

Registration is June 17 at the@)

Center Street Park Pavilion from
10 a.m. until 12 noon. The last
day for registraion is June 23.
There is a fee of $10 per child.

MAKE DAD PROUD.

If you asked him, Dad would probably
tell you to go to Mail Boxes Etc. to

have his Father's Day present

packaged and shipped. No package is
too small or too large. Trust us to

handle your packages with care.

lPACKING

Limit one coupon per customer per I
visit.Valid at Dallas location only.
Offer expires: 6/30/95.

$2.00 OFF
| UPS Next Day Air |

| Limit one coupon per customer per |
visit.Valid at Dallas location only.
&ffer expires: 6/30/95.

MAIL BOXES ETC:

62 Dallas Shopping Center

309 Memorial Hwy., Dallas, PA

TEL 717 674-2429 B FAX 717 674-2431
HOURS: M-F 8:30-6pm; SAT 9:30-2pm
A UPS Authorized Shipping Outlet

IT'S NOT WHAT WE DO, IT'S HOW WE DO IT.

Friedman's & Jack Nicklaus ¢
Team Up For Fabulous

FATHER'S DAY

SAVINGS!

Buy 1 Pair Slacks,
Get A Golf Shirt

FREE!

Friedman’s

220 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, PA
Hours: Monday to Saturday, 9:30-5:30
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