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Musical banks 

An employee of Plastic Arts 
Sign company installed the 
sign for the Franklin First 
Savings Bank office on Route 
309 in Dallas Township. The 
bank is moving its office this 
week from the Dallas Shop- 
ping Center into the former 

Club Shopping Center, where 
it will be open June 5. 

  
PNC Bank office near Country 

POST PHOTO/RON BARTIZEK 

  

  

      

  Gangs 
(continued from page 1) 

Panel members are Dallas 
Township police chief Carl Miers, 
Kingston Township police chief 
James Balavage, Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney Dan Pilletts, Dep- 
uty Attorney General Fran Sempa, 

Dallas High School principal 
Frank Galicki and Dallas Middle 
School principal Anthony Marti- 
nelli. 

Assistant high school principal 
David Bieri will be the moderator. 
Superintendent Gerald Wycallis 
will introduce the speakers and 
offer remarks. 

~ Area legislators are also ex- 
pected to send staff members to 
the meeting. 

“This has been in the works 
since October, when a group of 
students were involved in a fight 
at the Westmoreland School,” 
Wycallis said. “At the time we 
promised to hold meetings to help 
parents become aware of things 
happening with our young people.” 

Each panel rnember will have 
five minutes to.speak, he added. 
Audience members will have an 
opportunity to write questions on 
cards and give them to the panel 
for discussion. 

The town meeting is designed 
as an open conversation between 
residents and the authorities, 
Wyeatlis said: 

what we fel is an CneTEing prob- 
lem in the area,” Balavage said. 
“Parents should be alert for dras- 
tic changes in their children’s 
behavior, attitudes, philosophy 
— especially concerning specific 
ethinic groups- dress and friends. 
A child who suddenly is reluctant 
or afraid to go to school or their 
favorite hangouts could be the 
target of threats or intimidation 
by gang members or gang wanna- 
bees.” 

Dallas Middle School principal 
Anthony Martinelli said he has 
noticed some students adopting 
new attitudes or wearing certain 
articles of clothing, for example 
bandannas or T-shirts with drug- 
related slogans. 

He wants parents to be con- 
cerned if their 13 or 14-year-old 
children suddenly start hanging 
out with much older students, for 
example 19-year-olds. 

“Middle school kids naturally 

  

“Dealers also like to use juveniles to 
distribute drugs because juvenile penalties 

are much more lenient.” 
Fran Sempa 

Deputy attorney general 
  

look up to the older ones as role 
models, but their everyday asso- 
ciations should be with people 
their own age,” he said. 

High school principal Frank 
Galicki sald he hasn't noticed 
“gang activity per se” in school, 
but he has also discouraged stu- 
dents from wearing bandannas, 
which could be construed by some 
people as gang colors. 

“This town meeting is a com- 
munity service to help educate 
the public,” he said. “It's preven- 
tive, not reactive.” 

Juveniles often recruited 
by drug dealers 

Deputy Attorney General Fran 
Sempa will discuss increasing 
local drug problems and how his 
office is handling them. 

“No area escapes drugs,” he 
said. “We have been fortunate not 
to have the drug problems of the 

sinner cities, but drug involvement 
here is serious. We find the whole 
spectrum. of substances, from 
marijuana to crack cocaine.” 

Marijuana has enjoyed a re- 
surgence as the drug of choice, he 
added. Some is grown locally, 
while most comes from the South- 
west — Texas, New Mexico and 
Arizona. Some is imported from 
Mexico. 

“Young people ages 12-14 are 
selling and using more mari- 
juana,” he said. “Dealers also like 
to use juveniles todistribute drugs 
because juvenile penalties are 
much more lenient.” 

Assistant District Attorney Dan 
Pilletts will discuss new legisla- 
tion which affect how the courts 
handle juvenile offenses, espe- 
cially those involving drugs or 
gangs. 

“If a juvenile is 12 or 13 years 
old and has committed a serious 
violent felony or is older than 14 
years old and has committed a 
crime which would be a felony in 
adult court, the public may at- 

tend his juvenile court hearing,” 
he said. “The press may publish 
his name and photo and the spe- 
cifics of the case.” 
Other new laws allow the dis- 
semination of juvenile offenders’ 
fingerprints, allow courts to use 
an adult offender’s juvenile rec- 
ords when setting bail and pre- 
vent a person's juvenile crime 
record from being automatically 
destroyed when he becomes an 
adult. 

Representative Phyllis Mundy 
became concerned when police 
chiefs in her district told her gang 
activity was starting in the area. 

“Unfortunately gangs aren't 
confined to the inner cities,” she 
said. “Gangs and drug activity are 
creeping into the suburban and 
rural communities. We want to 
inform parents and the commu- 
nity what to look for, and that 
children are at risk of becoming 
involved. We want to nip this in 
the bud and prevent it from be- 
coming a serious community 
problem.” 

Gangs or just groups? 
Police define gangs as groups 

of three or more young people 
organized to commit crimes or 
terrorize the community 

Since October, 1994, police in 
the Back Mountain have investi- 
gated four incidents involving 
groups of young people and weap- 
ons or illegal activity. 

Police broke up a fight involv- 
ing about 30 students October 19 
at the Westmoreland school, 
confiscating baseball bats, pep- 
per spray, knives and a box of .22 
caliber ammo. No guns were re- 
covered. 

Kingston Township police ar- 
rested a 14-year-old Dallas boy 
and a 15-year-old Trucksville boy 
October 27 for stealing a .25 cali- 
ber semi-automatic pistol from a 
Trucksville home. 

The boys told police they wanted 
the gun for protection because 
they had been involved in an al- 
tercation with teens from the val- 
ley. Although not loaded and with- 
out an ammunition clip, the gun 
was capable of firing single rounds, 
police said. 

pe 

Police arrested five boys from 
Dallas and Franklin townships 
during early morning raids May 
12 and confiscated four hand- 
guns, one with a banana clip 
capable of holding 30 bullets, and 
more than 1,600 rounds of 
ammunition. 

Six young people, all 19 years 
old or younger, and four juveniles 
were arrested March 21 for using 
two stolen credit cards to goon a 
$1,607 shopping spree at stores 

in the Back Mountain and the 
Wyoming Valley Mall. 

Charges were later dropped 
against one of the boys for lack of 
evidence. 

“We don't want to cause people 
to panic,” said Dallas Township 
police chief Carl Miers. “We want 
to help the public become more 
aware that kids are picking up 
gang-type things from MTV and 
acting them out. Right now they're 
wannabees, loosely-knit groups 
of students using gang-type 
names for themselves.” 

Books about making explo- 
sives, poisoning, Special Forces 
fighting and infiltration tactics, 
survival and homemade weapons 
are easily available through mail- 
order catalogues and are also out 
on the street, Miers said. 

“We've known about this for 
quite some time,” Miers said. 
“Police must be as streetwise as 
the kids are. If this program pre- 
vents one kid from getting hurt or 
killed, it’s definitely worth it.” 

  

More local news and ads 

The Dallas Post 
  

8 a.m. 

Lake-Lehman Soccer Booster Club 

FLEA MARKET 
Sat., June 3 

-4 
Lake-Lehman High School 

Rain or Shine 
call for infor Tassie, 477-3400 or 

Michele, 639-2632 

p.m. 

  

  

e Bark Mulch 

¢ Peat Humus 

¢ Garden Mix 
* Compost 

  

* Topsoil 
e Sand 
* Driveway Gravel 
e Decorative Gravels 

- Prompt Delivery - 

EDWARD'S LANDSCAPING SERVICE, INC. 
525 River Street, Forty Fort, PA 18704 ro 

(717) 287-4329 gore 
    

  

A
 

is Noon, Monday prior to publication.   
Coverage area: The Dallas Post covers the "Back Mountain 
County, including Dallas, Kingston, Lehman and Jackson townships, Dallas 
Borough, Harveys Lake and the Dallas and Lake-Lehman school districts. We 
try to get to as many events as possible, but staff and space limitations make it 
impossible to cover everything. If you have news about your family, town or 
organization, please send it to us and we'll try to get it in. Photographs are 
welcome; we prefer black and white, but color will usually work. 
Corrections, clarifications: The Dallas Post will correct errors of fact or clarify 
any misunderstanding created by a story. Call 675-5211. 
Have a story idea? Please call, we'd like to hear about it. 
Letters: The Dallas Post prints all letters which have local interest. Send letters 
to: Editor, The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612. All letters must be 
signed and include a phone number at which we can reach the author. Deadline 

The Dallas Post 
675-5211 

FAX: 675-3650 
E-mail: dallpost@epix.net 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612 
Shipping Address: 45 Main Road, Dallas PA 18612 
Office hours: Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

  

   

area of Luzerne 

Want a photo that has appeared? We can provide prints of photos taken by 
| our staff. Prices: 5x7 - $5; 8x10 - $10. Call or stop by to order. 

  

ADVERTISING 
Classified Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 4 p.m. 
Display Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 4 p.m. 
(Friday at 4 p.m. if proof required) 
We have a variety of rates and programs to suit your advertising needs. 
The Dallas Post satisfies most co-op ad programs. 
Creative services at no charge. 
Combination rates with The Abington Journal, Clarks Summit, available. 
We can produce your newsletter, flyer or newspaper. Call for quotes on 
typesetting, production and printing. 

  

    p y Friday will beg 
box at right for subscription prices. Local subsciptions should arrive 
Wednesdays. Please inform us of damage or delay. 

The Dallas Post (usps 147-720) 
Published weekly by Bartsen Media, Inc. $18 per year in Luzerne and 
Wyoming counties (PA); $20 elsewhere in PA, NY or NJ; $22 all other 
states. Second-class postage paid at Dallas PA. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, 
Dallas PA 18612. 

© COPYRIGHT: Entire contents copyrighted. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced by any means without the express 
written consent of the publisher. 

   In the Toliowing week. 

  
  

    

Methodist Women's luncheon June 7 
The Back Mountain United Methodist Church Women will hold their 

annyual luncheon June 7 at Irem Temple at noon. Cost is $8.50. 
Reservations must be made before May 31 by calling either the 
Shavertown UM Church office at 675-3616 or 696-3615. 

Boro won't pick up grass clippings 
The Dallas Borough road department will not collect grass clippir® 

this summer. Only leaves and small branches may be left on the curb 
for pickup. 
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Mini-Dish 
Systems 

         
PRIMESTAR 

Mini-dish systems are 
+ revolutionizing satelliteTV. 
But they're also creating 

_.... confusion for people who just - ¢ 
| want great satellite TV pro- 

gramming at a sensible price. 
Ss To cut through the noise, 

~ all you have to do is compare *, 
PRIMESTAR with the compe- 
tition. PRIMESTAR was the 
first mini-dish system ever. '; 

With all-digital technology 
we and a price that starts at just 
“5 about $1 a day, it's still clearly 

the best. Take a look at this * 
comparison chart. You'llget 
the picture - crystal clear. 

is BRING SATELLITE ok DOWN TO EARTH 

 vears vp 

experience 

  

All the best network and ~~ Yes 
cable programming 
  

: w 

  Your PRIMESTAR Dealer in the Dallas Area 
Dave Katy! 

Katyl Satellite 
Rt. 118, Dallas - 675-2786 

C     

     

   
    

            

    
      

      

Don't 
Delay! -@—-6 

  

  

  

[PARKER [I\ 
  

  

  
  

  

Call Parker Fuel Co. 
today to have your 

Furnace or 13 
Air Conditioning i 
System Serviced 

675-4949 
PARKER s 
FUEL CO. 

1016 LOWER DEMUNDS RD. DALLAS, PA 18612 
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   288-3500 
Mark Plaza, Edwardsville, Rt. 1 

586-6000 
Rts. 6 & 11, Clarks Summit 

N.E. Penna's Renowned Spot 
For Great Food & Entertainment 

Steaks + Chops » Seafood 

  

  

  

          

\- J Over 100 Entrees 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Fri., June 2 Sat., June 3 Sun., June 4 ht 

ust Mystique | Karaoke 
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I Complete and mail in this form, or call 675-5211 | 1 
| 0 Please enter a subscription to The Dallas Post i 

I Name i 
E vo 
I Mail Address vi 
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! 10 | 
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| RATES: 1Year 2Years : | 
I Luzerne & Wyoming counties $18 $32 b ; 
I Other PA, NY or NJ 20 3 ul 

All Other States 22 40 i 
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