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. There once was a man in the
30’s who was part standup come-
la;n part musical comedy and
pvie star, and part newspaper
columnist, with heavy political
p\(ar{pnes in all these pursuits.
Will Rogers was his name.

‘Nowadays Mort Sahl, Mark
}3‘{455’@11, or Jackie Mason are as
close, as you're going to get to
Rogers. And my friends, thatain't
too close at alll None of them
could even carry one of Mr. Ro-
gqr§ bags. Nor are his audiences
+.and they do have their narrow
cligyes of admiring fans - no-
where near the size of Rogers's
legi,ens He was admired and
listened to, and read, and quoted
on,a worldwide basis.

In 1948 a 3¢ commemorative
U.S. stamp honoring Rogers was
issued and the announcement
said,“His down-to-earth opinions

The great Will Rogers, a
consummate commentator

From 1926 to 1935 Will Rogers
wrote a daily column which ap-
peared in over 400 newspapers,
easily the most-read column of
the time. It was usually printed in
abox and titled “Will Rogers Says”
and if this subject matter once
again discloses my column fixa-
tion, so be it.

Many, if not most, of his com-
ments on then-current affairs and
conditions could be printed today
with appropriate name changes,
and be just as pointed, thoughtful
and humorous as they were back
then. Can you imagine, for ex-
ample, what Rogers would be able
to do with Slick Willie, Queen
Hilary, Newt, OJ’s Dream Team,
etc;; etc?

Bryan Sterling, a Rogers au-
thority who edited many books
and movies about Rogers, called
him “both Indian and cowboy (his
grandmother was part Cherokee),
both serious writer and come-
dian, both movie star and politi-
cal analyst.”

That last talent brings to mind
one of the subjects most often
targeted by Rogers...Congress, or
as he called its members, “our
hired help.” He said, “We all joke
about Congress but we can't

senate. 'Course until now, there
has been no need for anything
resembling a woman in the sen-
ate, especially an old woman, for
there is more old women in there
already than there is in an old
ladies’ home. But they been in
there on a pension and they are
awful nice old fellows and they
don't do any particular harm.
‘Course they don't do any great
good, either.”

It will soon be sixty years since
Rogers, with friend and famous
pilot Wiley Post, took off in Wiley's
plane on a 500-mile trip to Point
Barrow, Alaska. He had never
been to Alaska and was looking
forward to the visit.

Post, who had set many rec-
ords with his former plane, the
Winnie Mae, including two round-
the-world flights, planned to fly a
secondhand Lockheed Orion. He
had installed a new 550-hp en-
gine, too powerful for the small
plane, and replaced the wheels
with pontoons, making the plane
nose-heavy and difficult to handle.
Rogers had to get in the back
when they landed to counterbal-
ance the nose-heaviness.

These changes were their un-
doing. Weather forced them to

fudgsicle, soap on arope and many
kinds ofanimals. Thereisaselec-
tioniof Christmas soaps including

bers. A warm thank you to Mar-
yan Daily who donated a hand
painted light switch cover and a

hold secrets better left undis-
turbed. The heirloom carried a
sinister legacy into the present.

John W. Johnson ..

Sen. Phil Gramm, Democrat
turned Republican senator from
Texas, is running for President.
Speaking to him a few weeks ago
in Washington was akin to being
in a high windstorm, and trying to
hang on for dear life while being
buffeted with his ideas of how
government should work—such
an experience has been called
“Grammstanding.” Someone has
also said of Gramm that a mirror
has yet to be built large enough to
contain his self-image. Perhaps
so, but the following is most cer-
tainly true. Gramm has said: “I
believe government is the prob-
lem.” At the same time Gramm
was educated through a National
Defense Fellowship and, at least
in part, by his father's GI insur-
ance—both of which he later voted
to cut. Gramm severely chastised
Texas Senator Lloyd Bensten as
Bensten ran for President, with-
out resigning as a Texas Sena-

.

Gramm speaks with forked
tongue, and other oddities

denced shortly by more and more
young persons riding bicycles.
Beginning Feb. 27 of this year, all
children under 12 must wear a
helmet while riding a bicycle.
Helmets are also required for
children who are riding in a bi-
cyclerestraining seat, orina trailer
being towed by a bicycle. Head
injuries are the leading cause of
death in bicycle accidents. In
neighboring New Jersey, bicycle
injuries dropped by 65 percent
and fatalities by 60 percent, within
a year after the helmet law was
passed in that state. Nuf said.
o000

Can you believe that taxpayers
have paid for a child molester to
have a penile implant? A Navy
veteran who served four years in
prison fellowing his 1990 convic-
tion for molesting 5 and 7 year old
girls, received a penile implant at
a VA Hospital, following his re-
lease from prison. VA officials say
the man's treatment was related
to his service and he was legally
entitled to the operation. Ifthat's
true, then the law needs to be
changed.

(L1

It is both wrong and stupid for
U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Frederico Pena to call for the

nate all of the tortured-logic loop-
holes now governing the system.
This would mean that everyone
would pay the same rate above a
certain income, and a postcard
sized form would be all that’s
necessary to file your taxes.
However, both the civilian and
governmental vested interests in
keeping the status quo will fight
such a change, and that means a
great deal of citizen pressure will
be needed. Or the election of a
president who has a plan to clo
just that.
(1 1]

It would be wise for the GOP
not to write off President Clinton
in the next election. The Presi-
dent is sufficiently astute to real-
ize, based on the historical elec-
tion last November signaling a
massive shift to the political right,
that he and his administration’s
only chance for survival  into
another term is to shift with it. He
will need to, (and has seriously
begun), putting the GOP on the
defensive by repositioning and
redefining himself. And since
politicians have long known the
general laziness of electorate, and
that image (versus substance)
reigns supreme, Clinton will ex-
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For people who take their Chinese food seriously
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LAKESIDE NURSING CENTER Wyoming Valley Mall 824-1136

Dallas Shopping Center 675-0555
Peking Chef on the Square 825-0977

Enjoy our newly exp: anded dinner menu
and join us for our Grand-Opening at
the newly-expanded Vie wmontMall

May 5th

Skilled Nursing and Rehab Care _ _
including :

Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy
in a Country Setting

MAZERS —
GREENHOUSE

Route 118 Lehman Highway.
L 6751191 i Hanging Baskets for

LAKESIDE NURSING CENTER
Rt. 4, Box 357

159 N. Memorial Hwy.,

3° fr “Mom's Are ) " Darlings & Son Farm 8;: | Greenhouse ) MO :EOZL% Zﬁa%ofD7 M &
¢ ) 1At Mother's Day Flowers ‘
Specza Hanging Baskets, Gercnlzms Mums, Pansies, I M P ATI E N S

&1 Perenials, full line of Bedding Plants, Vegetable Plants
' & Herbs. Also available are Mixed Pots & Logs

Pansies, Marigolds, Petunias & Dusty Miller

16 Colors to Choose From

GERANIUMS VINCAS SPIKES

%Q@"Gol\“‘;g

A 6 pack 99¢ - 2-6 packs $1.89

: Buy direct from Grower & Save Daily -

» @ || S E. Tioga St., Tunk. Daily
B 1/2 ff 309 Hildebrandt Rd. 200 yd. north 10am 7m
oo 8361000 ) | oo e o e oonont - A M.-6 P M. ] Bans wan-on OPEN FOR SEASON o




