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With Pacific war still on, it wasn't a big deal 
By JACK HILSHER 
Post Correspondent 

On May 8, 1945, soon to be 
50years ago, anevent took place 
which put an end to a terrible 
war, a war which had produced 
almost 767,000 U.S. casualties, 
including over 177,000 dead. 
This significant event, history 
records it as “Victory in Europe” 
or “VE Day,” was the signing of 
surrender documents by a Ger- 
man general named Alfred Jodl. 

It took place at 2:41 a.m. on 
May 7 and became effective at 
11:01 p.m. the next day, after 
much stalling on the part of a 
German admiral named Karl 
Doenitz. 

Doenitz had been appointed 
as head of Germany by Hitler 
shortly before Der Adolf fired a 
pistol through the roof of his 

An Honor 
Roll you 
may not 
have seen 

By GRACE R. DOVE 
Post Staff 

KINGSTON TOWNSHIP 
— Anyone driving up the Dallas- 
Harveys Lake Highway has seen 
the Honor Roll, which lists the 
names of people who served their 
country in wartime, on Memorial 

Lane in Dallas. 
Unless they're old-timers or very 

observant, they might not know 
about Kingston Township's Honor 
Roll, which once was displayed in 
the entrance hallway of the King- 
ston Township High School, and 
now hangs in the lobby of the 

See HONOR ROLL, pg 10 

  with JodI's hemming and haw- 
ing, gave him the ultimatum of 
unconditional surrender on both 
fronts (Russians for a change 

“They were sending back those with 
85 points or higher, based on a set 

formula, and I had 83. I had to wait a 
bit, but I knew I was heading for a short 
furlough and then training for B-29’s and 

the Pacific. So why get excited?” 
Lamar Sharpe 

Trucksville 

“break off all negotiations and 
seal the Western front,” thus 
preventing any further move- 
ment to avoid Russian capture. 

Doenitz immediately stopped 
the stalling and had Jodl sign. 
No one was to break this news 
until after the official announce- 
ment, but an AP correspondent 

named Ed Kennedy - breaking a 
promise from all newsmen - sent 
word of the surrender to the 
U.S. and Times Square promptly 
went nuts. You've probably seen 
pictures of the ticker tape del- 

  

some time. In April and early 
May it was all the Allies could do 
to avoid running down the pa- 
thetic hordes of both soldiers 
and civilians who were desper- 
ately trying to get behind Allied 
lines and avoid the dreaded 
advancing Russians. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
German troops began to sur- 
render and Eisenhower, fed up 

mouth. The admiral, in an- 
nouncing Hitler's death on the 
radio, told the German people 
that Adolf had died “a hero's 
death at the head of his troops!” 
Deception came rather easily to 
most Nazi party heads. 

Word that Hitler was gone 
quickly erased the German sol- 
dier’s will to resist. That resis- 
tance had been feeble at best for See VE DAY, pg 10 

  
POST PHOTO/GRACE R. DOVE 

HIDDEN MEMORIAL - Two Kingston Township residents, Air Corps veteran Francis Youngblood 
and municipal building caretaker Harry Owen, show off the Kingston Township Honor Roll in the 
lobby of the municipal building. 

fully agreed) or the Allies would 

  

  

By GRACE R. DOVE 
Post Staff 

Voters in the Lake-Lehman 
school district will find a crowded 
ballot when they step into the 
voting booth May 16. Nine candi- 
dates are vying for five seats on 
the Lake-Lehman school board in 
the primary. 

Lake-Lehman candidates are 
elected by the regions where they 
live. Region I comprises Harveys 
Lake, Lake Township and Noxen 
Township in Wyoming County. 
Region II is composed of Ross 
Township and the middle and 
southwestern districts of Lehman 
Township, while Region III in- 
cludes Jackson Township and 
Lehman Township's northwest 
district. 

Adding interest to this year's 
election is the Lake-Lehman Tax- 
payers’ Association, formed in 
1991 as a grassroots organization 
to obtain the best, most cost-ef- 

Arena friend, foe 
make their case 
By GRACE R. DOVE 
Post Staff 

BACK MOUNTAIN - With 
groups campaigning for and 
against the proposed Luzerne 
County arena and backing huge 
voter registration drives, a record 
number of voters is expected to 
decide in the May 16 primary 
whether or not to allow the county 
to build the facility. 

Two Jackson Township resi- 
dents are representative of the 
opposing views. 

“The arena is abinding referen- 
dum,” said Mike Warner, a Lake- 
Lehman school board candidate 
and member of Taxes No, a group 
which doesn’t want the county to 
use public money to build and 
maintain the arena. “The voters 
are about to make a huge, whop- 
ping mistake if they approve it.” 

While Warner and Taxes No 
don’tbelieve it's Luzerne County's 
job to build and operate an arena, 
former supervisor Joe Stager 
changed his mind after hearing a 
presentation by Rep. Kevin Blaum 
and attorney Anthony Lupas, and 
now supports the project. 

A convert 
The country’s newest 30 mu- 

nicipal arenas, similar tc the one 
proposed for Luzerne County, are 
operating in the black, making 

DISTRICTS 

\/12 0 \Viay & 0 

9 nameson 
Lake-Lehman 
primary ballot 

fective education possible for the 
students. 

Gary and Patricia Gold, John 
Tasco and Marcy Lathrop were 
among the founders who had held 
several meetings during the fall of 
1990 before formally organizing 
the group a year later. : 

“A board member had told me 
that a25-mill taxincrease in 1990 
was just the beginning,” Patricial 
Gold said. “When we asked what 
we could do to stop more tax 
increases, he told us to fill the 
room (with an audience). So we 
did.” : 

Four years later the Lake- 
Lehman Taxpayers’ Association 
has grown into a force to be reck- 
oned with, seating members Pa- 
tricia Gold and Allen Moss on the 
board in the 1993 election and 
sponsoring four candidates this 
year: Lois Kopcha, incumbent 

See PRIMARY, pg 9 

  

“We must take this 
chance to create jobs 
for our children’s 
and their children’s 

future.” 
Joe Stager 

Arena supporter 
  

money through reserved box seats 
and anchor groups such as hockey 
teams, Stager said. 

Ifthe arena lost money, it would 
cost Luzerne County taxpayers 
an average of $15-$20 a year in a+ 
worst-case scenario, he added. 
“That's not even a carton of ciga- 
rettes, a case of beer or a night 
with the family at MacDonald's,” 
he said. : 

“We must take this chance to’ 
create jobs for our children’s and 
their children's future,” Stager 
said. “We can't guarantee any- 
thing — there are no guarantees in 
life.” 

Although conceding that many 
of the jobs created would be serv- 
ice jobs, he said that some of the 
bigger businesses which have 
relocated to the area don’t pay 
much more than the minimum 
wage and don't provide benefits. 

See ARENA, pg 10 
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