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What 
to 

do 
now 

in 
the 

yard 
By 

R
A
L
P
H
 
E
D
W
A
R
D
S
 

Huntsville 
Nursery 

It's 
spring 

time! 
A 

c
h
a
n
g
e
a
b
l
e
 

time, 
w
a
r
m
 

then 
cold, 

winter 
is 

losing 
its 

grip, 
s
u
m
m
e
r
 

is 
begin- 

ning 
to 

take 
hold. 

Spring 
is 

a 
w
o
n
d
e
r
f
u
l
 
time 

here 
in 

the 
North- 

east. 
O
u
r
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
t
s
 

turn 
to 

re- 
newal 

and 
rebirth. 

As 
our 

world 
a
w
a
k
e
n
s
 

from 
winter's 

sleep 
the 

grass 
slowly 

turns 
a 

wonderful 
spring 

green, 
seen 

only 
at 

this 

time 
of year. 

The 
trees 

slowly 
b
u
d
 

and 
the 

familiar 
sounds 

of birds 
and 

wild- 
life 

not 
heard 

for 
months 

fill 
the 

air. 
W
e
 
s
e
e
m
 

to 
have 

this 
primal 

urge 
to 

dig 
into 

the 
earth, 

get 
our 

h
a
n
d
s
 

into 
the 

soil. 
Oh 

yes, 
this 

is 
spring. 
Spring 

is 
a 

frenzy 
time 

in 
the 

yard 
and 

garden 
world. 

On 
a 

w
a
r
m
 
day 

we 
are 

like 
bees 

around 
the 

hive 
as 

we 
buzz 

around 
our 

homes 
and 

yards 
with 

m
a
n
y
 

proj- 
ects 

to 
do. 

I'd 
like 

to 
talk 

about 
s
o
m
e
 

of 
those 

yard 
and 

g
a
r
d
e
n
 

projects 
done 

in 
the 

spring. 
A 

good 
cleanup 

of 
the 

yard 
and 

garden 
is 

essential. 
Clean 

up 
those 

leaves, 
twigs, 

b
r
a
n
c
h
e
s
 
and 

cinders 
irom 

along 
the 

road 
and 

drive. 
Put 

t
h
e
m
 

on 
the 

c
o
m
p
o
s
t
 

pile. 
A 

good 
cleanup 

gives 
imme- 

diate 
gratification. 

A 
little 

raking 
of 

the 
lawn 

areas 
r
e
m
o
v
e
s
 
thatch 

and 
allows 

moisture 
and 

nutri- 
ents 

to 
penetrate 

lawn 
surfaces. 

After 
your 

initial 
cleanup, 

in- 
spect 

trees, 
s
h
r
u
b
s
 
and 

evergreens 
for 

d
a
m
a
g
e
 
and 

prune 
out 

broken 
branches. 

Perennials 
not cutback 

in 
fall 

can 
be 

cut 
back 

to 
ground 

level 
at 

this 
time. 

Feeding 
of lawns 

and 
plantings 

is 
the 

next 
step. 

A 
good 

slow- 

release 
lawn 

fertilizer 
along 

with 

lime 
is 

essential 
for 

good 
lawn 

health 
and 

color. 
Crabicide 

can 

be 
applied 

to 
prevent 

crab 
grass 

at 
this 

time. 
For 

lawns 
in 

bad 
s
h
a
p
e
 

a 
tilling 

job, 
topsoil 

and 

reseeding 
can 

restore 
problem 

areas 
or 

entire 
lawns. 

Feed 
all 

plantings 
with 

c
o
m
m
o
n
 

fertilizers 
such 

as 
5-10-5, 

Hollytone, 
Plan- 

tone, 
Miracle 

Grow 
or 

Miracid. 
Tree 

and 
s
h
r
u
b
 

fertilizer 
spikes 

are 
great 

for 
larger 

trees, 
s
h
r
u
b
s
 

or 
evergreens. 

Don't 
forget 

to 
till 

the 
garden, 

add 
some 

compost, 
lime 

and 
fertilizer 

and 
then 

it's 
ready 

for 
planting. 

Your 
yard 

and 
garden 

should 
be 

in 
pretty 

good 
s
h
a
p
e
 

by 
now. 

 
 

 
 

Y
o
u
 

also 
should 

consider 
replen- 

ishing 
your 

plant 
bed 

m
u
l
c
h
e
s
.
 

C
o
m
m
o
n
 

m
u
l
c
h
e
s
 

are 
s
h
r
e
d
d
e
d
 

bark 
m
u
l
c
h
 

and 
peat 

h
u
m
u
s
.
 

Decorative 
stone 

is 
also 

popular. 
F
r
e
s
h
e
n
i
n
g
 
up 

your 
m
u
l
c
h
e
s
 
gives 

a 
nice 

appearance 
and 

also 
helps 

to 
hold 

m
o
i
s
t
u
r
e
 

in 
the 

soil, 
keep 

down 
weeds 

and 
keeps 

the 
soil 

cooler 
in 

the 
heat 

of 
s
u
m
m
e
r
 
and 

w
a
r
m
e
r
 

in 
the 

cold 
of 

winter. 

M
u
l
c
h
 

is 
like 

a 
protective 

blanket 

for 
your 

plant's 
roots. 

A 
p
r
o
d
u
c
t
 

like 
Preen 

& 
G
r
e
e
n
 

incorporated 
with 

mulch 
is 

great 
for 

feeding 
and 

controlling 
w
e
e
d
s
 

all 
season 

long 
and 

allowing 
you 

to 
still 

plant 
flowers 

and 
even 

vegetables 
into 

treated 
soil. 

As 
the 

weather 
w
a
r
m
s
 

this 
spring, 

get 
out 

and 
get 

that 
yard 

work 
done. 

It's 
very 

satisfying 
and 

great 
exercise.  
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ONE 
MINUTE 

COLOR 
MATCH 

We 
Can 

Match 
Any 

Color 
In 

Paint 
Or 

Solid 
Color 

Stain 
Computer 

Color 
Matching 

In 
One 

## 
Minute. 
You 

can 
bring 

us 
samples 

of wallpaper, 
carpet, 

tile 
fabric, 

window 
treatments, 

stucco, 
siding, 

paint 
chips 

... anything 
and 

we 
can 

match 
it in 

One 
Minute. 

Friendly 
Service 

Since 
1949 

* Lumber 
*» Hardware 

* Building 
Materials 

Paint 
+ 
Sundries 

* Doors 
& 

Windows 
° 

Lawn 
& 

Garden 
¢ Custom 

Millwork 
* Treated 

Lawn 
Furniture 
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Choose 
F
r
o
m
 

A 
Wide 

Variety 
Of 

Finishes 
And 

Styles 
That 

R
a
n
g
e
 
F
r
o
m
 

C
o
n
t
e
m
p
o
r
a
r
y
 

To 
Traditional, 

F
r
o
m
 
Box 

to 
C
u
s
t
o
m
 

Line. 
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Turn 
Onto 

Slocum 
St. 

Across 
From 

Mellon 
Bank 
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sR 
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7-5 
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8-5 
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Time 
to 

Plant 
D
e
m
o
n
s
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
T
R
O
Y
B
I
L
T
 

tiller 
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Plant 4 B
s
 

Day 

Earth 
Day, 

April 
22 

! : 
all 

day 
- hands 

on 
- try 

tiller 
yourself 

evergreens, 
fruit 

trees, 
berries 

& 
cool 

weather 
vegetables 

Large 
selection 

of 
trees, 

plants, 
1 

open 
daily 

8-6 
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photographs 

sure 
to 

inspire 
you. 

Thousands 
of copies 

have 
been 

sold 

for 
$6.95, 

but 
it can 

be 
yours 

free. 

Just 
bring 

this 
ad 

to 
your 

Pella 

W
i
n
d
o
w
 

Store 
and 

try 
out 

all 
the 

features 
that 

have 
made 

Pella 
products 

famous 
- 

like 
our 

shading 
options 

that 
fitbetween 

the panes, 
patentedrolling 

screen, 
and 

m
u
c
h
 
more. 

You'll 
see 

for 
yourself 

the 
quality 

that 
sets 

Pella 
apart 

- and 
get 

a free 
book 

at the 
same 

time! 

Quality 
like 

this 
only 

c
o
m
e
s
 
f
r
o
m
 

Pella. 

F
R
E
E
 

O
F
F
 

SAVE 
© 

100% 
This 

beautiful 
hardcover 

book 
has 

128 
pages 

full 
of 

ideas 
and 

information, 
plus 

dozens 
of 

color 
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Windows, 
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S
u
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& 
Skylights 
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Located 
one 

block 
past 

Mundy 
Street 

on 
Route 

309 
 
 

239 
Spring 

Street 

W
I
L
K
E
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- 
B
A
R
R
E
 

823-7825 
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If you're 
p
l
a
n
n
i
n
g
 

a 
flower 

gar- 

den 
this 

s
u
m
m
e
r
,
 

start 
getting 

your 
soil 

in 
s
h
a
p
e
 
now. 

Soil 
prepa- 

ration 
can 

save 
you 

time, 
labor 

and 
m
o
n
e
y
 

as 
well 

as 
r
e
w
a
r
d
i
n
g
 

you 
with 

beautiful 
plants. 

“Preparing 
the 

soil 
is 

the 
m
o
s
t
 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 
step 

in 
gardening.” 

says 

Dr. 
J. 

Robert 
Nuss, 

professor 
of 

ornamental 
horticulture 

in 
Penn 

State's 
College 

of 
Agricultural 

Sciences. 
“Have 

your 
soil 

tested 

this 
spring, 

and 
use 

the 
test 

re- 
sults 

and 
r
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

as 
a 

guide.” 
A 

soil 
test 

m
e
a
s
u
r
e
s
 

nutrient 

a
m
o
u
n
t
s
 
and 

pH, 
or 

level 
of 

acid- 

ity. 
Soil 

pH 
is m

e
a
s
u
r
e
d
 
on 

a scale 
of 

0 
to 

14, 
with 

O 
being 

the 
most 

acid, 
14 

the 
most 

alkaline 
and 

seven 
neutral. 

M
o
s
t
 

soils 
natu- 

rally 
have 

pH 
levels 

ranging 
be- 

tween 
five 

and 
eight. 

“Most 
flow- 

ers 
do 

well 
in 

a 
range 

b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

six 

and 
seven, 

so 
chances 

are 
you 

won't 
need 

to 
c
h
a
n
g
e
 
your 

soil's 

pH 
much,” 

says 
Nuss. 

Don't 
guess 

w
h
e
n
 

it 
c
o
m
e
s
 

to 

fertilizing 
and 

changing 
pH. 

O
v
e
r
a
p
p
l
y
i
n
g
 
c
h
e
m
i
c
a
l
s
 
can 

h
a
r
m
 

soil 
and 

plants 
as 

well 
as 

pollute 
groundwater 

and 
streams. 

“Excess 
lime 

raises 
the 

soil's 

pH 
above 

w
h
a
t
 

plants 
can 

toler- 

ate, 
makes 

it 
more 

difficult 
for 

them 
to 

draw 
nutrients 

from 
the 

soil 
and 

slows 
growth 

of beneficial 
soil 

m
i
c
r
o
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
m
s
,
”
 

says 
Nuss. 

“
S
o
m
e
 

flowers 
prefer 

a 
m
o
r
e
 

acid 

soil 
and 

can 
suffer 

from 
iron 

defi- 

c
i
e
n
c
y
i
f
y
o
u
 
apply 

too 
m
u
c
h
l
i
m
e
.
”
 

Soil 
test 

kits 
are 

available 
at 

P
e
n
n
 
State 

C
o
o
p
e
r
a
t
i
v
e
 
E
x
t
e
n
s
i
o
n
 

county 
offices 

and 
larger 

garden 
centers 

for 
a nominal 

fee. 
County 

extension 
kits 

include 
instructions 

for 
collecting 

soil 
samples 

as 
well 

as 
the 

a
d
d
r
e
s
s
 

of 
P
e
n
n
 

State's 
soil 

testing 
laboratory. 

Samples 
can 

be 
mailed 

or 
delivered 

to 
the 

labo- 

ratory. 

You 
will 

receive 
test 

results 
in 

about 
two 

weeks. 
Results 

include 
levels 

of 
p
o
t
a
s
s
i
u
m
,
 

calcium, 

p
h
o
s
p
h
o
r
u
s
 

and 
m
a
g
n
e
s
i
u
m
,
 

along 
with 

the 
soil's 

pH. 
Also 

included: 
are 

r
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

for 
the 

kinds 
and 

a
m
o
u
n
t
s
 

of 
fer- 

tilizer 
to 

apply 
and 

how 
m
u
c
h
 

lime 
- 

if any 
- 

to 
add 

to 
the 

soil. 
“If 

you're 
planning 

to 
grow 

r
h
o
d
o
d
e
n
d
r
o
n
s
,
 

a
z
a
l
e
a
s
,
 

l
a
u
r
e
l
s
 

or 
other 

flowers 
that 

prefer 
acid 

soil, 
you 

may 
need 

to 
apply 

a 
c
h
e
m
i
c
a
l
 

such 
as 

sulfur, 
w
h
i
c
h
 

lowers 
pH," 

says 
Nuss. 

“Apply 
no 

m
o
r
e
 

than 
the 

r
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
e
d
 

a
m
o
u
n
t
.
”
 

Till 
the 

r
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
e
d
 

materi- 

als 
about 

five 
inches 

into 
the 

soil. 

While 
working 

with 
the 

soil, 
re- 

m
o
v
e
 

stones. 
sod 

clumps, 
w
e
e
d
s
 

and 
debris. 

“
W
o
r
k
 

in 
several 

inches 
of 

or- 

ganic 
matter,” 

says 
Nuss. 

“There's 

little 
d
a
n
g
e
r
 

of 
a
d
d
i
n
g
 

too 
m
u
c
h
.
 

C
o
m
p
o
s
t
e
d
 

kitchen 
scraps, 

well- 

rotted 
m
a
n
u
r
e
s
,
 

lawn 
clippings 

and 
d
e
c
a
y
e
d
 
plant 

material 
all 

are 

good 
forms 

of organic 
matter. 

They 
 
 

Currently, 
oil 

holds 
the 

largest 

share 
of 

U.S. 
energy 

consumption 
-- 

about 
40 

percent. 
Natural 

gas 
ac- 

counts 
for 

25 
percent 

of 
U.S. 

con- 
sumption; 

coal 
23 

pereent, 
nuclear 

8 
percent 

and-hydro-4 
percent: 

help 
retain 

water 
and 

supply 

nutrients 
for 

your 
flowers.” 

After 
tilling, 

your 
soil 

is 
ready 

for 
seeds 

or 
transplants. 

Feed 

transplants 
with 

a 
starter 

solu- 

tion 
containing 

two 
tablespoons 

of 
h
i
g
h
-
p
h
o
s
p
h
o
r
o
u
s
 

fertilizer 
diluted 

in 
a 

gallon 
of water. 

Pour 
one 

cup 
of 

the 
solution 

a
r
o
u
n
d
 

the 
roots 

of 
each 

n
e
w
 
transplant. 

“
P
h
o
s
p
h
o
r
o
u
s
 

is 
critical 

for 

getting 
n
e
w
 

flowers 
off 

to 
a 

good 

start,” 
says 

Nuss. 
“
W
i
t
h
o
u
t
 

it, 

roots 
will 

develop 
slowly 

and 
plants 

will 
be 

weak.” 

Add 
two 

to 
three 

inches 
of 

or- 

2 
> 
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A 
beautiful 

flower 
garden 

begins 
with 

the 
soil 

ganic 
m
u
l
c
h
 

on 
top 

of 
the 

soil 
around 

your 
plants. 

Mulch 
helps 

keep 
soil 

moist, 
prevents 

erosion, 
d
i
s
c
o
u
r
a
g
e
s
 
w
e
e
d
s
 
and 

builds 
up 

the 
soil’s 

organic 
matter. 

“
M
u
l
c
h
 

also 
tends 

to 
be 

more 
attractive 

than 
bare 

soil 
in 

an 
ornamental 

garden,” 
says 

Nuss. 
“It 

keeps 
m
u
d
 
from 

splashing 
on 

your 
flow- 

ers 
and 

gives 
the 

ground'’s 
surface 

u
n
i
f
o
r
m
 

color 
and 

texture.” 
Several 

kinds 
of 

mulch 
are 

available 
at 

garden 
centers, 

in- 
cluding 

w
o
o
d
 
bark 

chips, 
shred- 

ded 
bark 

and 
peat. 

If 
you 

use 
grass 

clippings, 
leaves 

or 
well- 

decayed 
compost, 

periodically 
loosen 

them 
with 

a 
hand 

cultiva- 
tor or hoe 

to prevent 
surface 

crust- 
ing. 

, 

W
h
e
n
 

your 
plants 

begin 
to 

flower, 
sprinkle 

two 
t
a
b
l
e
s
p
o
o
n
s
 

of 
h
i
g
h
-
n
i
t
r
o
g
e
n
 

fertilizer 
on 

the 

soil 
about 

six 
inches 

away 
from 

the 
base 

of 
each 

plant. 
This 

will 

enhance 
flowering 

and 
give 

plants 
a boost 

for the 
rest 

of the 
s
u
m
m
e
r
.
 

“If you 
fertilize 

too 
soon, 

however, 
you 

will 
delay 

the 
plants’ 

maturity 
and 

decrease 
the 

n
u
m
b
e
r
 

of flow- 
ers.” 

says 
Nuss. 

“Wait 
until 

the 

first 
flowers 

open.” 

Finally, 
retest 

your 
flower 

gar- 
den'’s 

fertility 
and 

pH 
levels 

each 
year 

for 
several 

seasons. 
If 

re- 
ports 

r
e
m
a
i
n
 

similar, 
you 

can 

reduce 
s
a
m
p
l
i
n
g
 

to 
every 

three 
or 

four 
years. 

“Nutrient 
levels 

and 
pH 

gradually 
c
h
a
n
g
e
 

over 
time,” 

says 
Nuss. 

“It's 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 
t
o
k
e
e
p
 

monitoring 
the 

soil 
to 

keep 
levels 

o
p
t
i
m
u
m
.
”
 

Soil 
test 

kits 
may 

be 
purchased 

for 
$6 

at 
P
e
n
n
 

State 
C
o
o
p
e
r
a
t
i
v
e
 

E
x
t
e
n
s
i
o
n
 

offices 
orin 

111 
Argric- 

ultural 
Analysis 

Services 
Labora- 

tory, 
T
o
w
e
r
 
Road, 

University 
Park, 

Monday-Friday, 
8 
a.m.-4:30 

p.m. 

A
L
U
M
I
N
U
M
 
S
I
D
I
N
G
 

C
L
E
A
N
I
N
G
 

Hot 
Water 

Preparation 
Before you 

make 
a final decision, call the experts. 

The 
latest technology 

in the area. 

& 
P
A
I
N
T
I
N
G
 

« We 
Thoroughly 

Hi- 
 
 

  
  

 
 

Complete 
Aluminum 

Siding 
Refinishing 

Including 
Awnings 

Ne 
ede 

eV 
\ 
DR N

T
N
 

eee] 
Complete 

Cleaning/Painting 
Service 

$125 
OFF 

| 
S50 

OFF 
| 

$25 
OFF 

Exterior 
Painting 

 ¥ Any 
Deck 

Cleaning 
I 

Exterior 
Cleaning 

(New 
business 

only) 
« with 

this 
coupon 

One 
coupon 

per 
customer 

3 

i 
R
O
C
C
O
G
R
A
N
D
I
 

PAINTING 
CO. 

 § 

288-3792 
5 

§ 
Not 

valid 
with 

other 
offers. 

Offer 
expires 

SVE 
VAM 

I
 

Not 
valid 

with 
other 

offers. 
Offer 

expires 
5/31/95 

Sy 

: 
$100 

M
i
n
i
m
u
m
 

Order 
| 

Y
F
 

f
f
 

fF 
fF 

fF 
OF 

N
O
N
 

—
%
 

§ 
§ 

§ 
§ 

® 
FE 

FE 
§N 

HN 
§ 

| 

| 
(New 

business 
only) 

« with 
this 

coupon 
| 

| 
(0)s Teed 

oles Ho Td 
a
T
 

(0) 
[45 

| 

| 
R
O
C
C
O
G
R
A
N
D
I
 

P
A
I
N
T
I
N
G
 

CO. 

i 
288-3792 

t 
i 

Not 
valid 

with 
other 

offers. 
Offer 

expires 
5/31/95 

(717) 
288-3792 

$1002 
M
i
n
i
m
u
m
 

Order 

Pressure 
Steam 

Clean 
Your 

Exterior 
Siding 

/ Gutters, 

Soffits, 
Eaves, 

Foundation 

« 
We 

Treat 
Stubborn 

Surfaces 
With 

Hypochlorite 

For 
Moss 

Prevention 
& 

Exposed 
Areas 

« 
We 

Spot 
Prime 

Where 

Needed 
(Exposed 

Surfaces) 

- We 
Apply 

A 
Premium 

Finish 
Coat, 

Color 
To 

Be 

Selected 
By 

H
o
m
e
o
w
n
e
r
 

For 
The 

Entire 
Exterior 

» 
We 

Guarantee 
Our 

Workmanship 
100% 

Satisfaction 

« 
We 

Make 
You 

A 
Proud, 

Satisfied 
Customer 

Patio 
Moss 

R
e
m
o
v
e
d
 

* 

We 
can 

finance your 

Steam 
Cleaning 

Services: 
Nelli 

Cleaning 
Decks 

° Patios 
* Diivews) 

be 
uc 

reasing 
BY 

(6) (= 

painting 
project 

at 
no 

interest 

(New 
business 

only) 
« with 

this 
coupon 

One 
coupon 

per 
customer 

N
e
l
a
e
e
l
e
 

FN) 
IDI 
R
V
 

INE 
RIN 

CRE 
6} 

288-3792 

 
 
 


