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Fire at
center
stopped
in time

By GRACE R. DOVE
Post Staff

When Adam Hozempa, owner
of Adam’s Clothes in the Back
Mountain Shopping Center, re-
ceived a telephone call shortly
after 6 p.m. Sunday that the
shopping center “had gone up in
flames,” he set a record driving
from his Tunkhannock home to
his shop in Shavertown.

“It probably took me less than
20 minutes,” he said. “I was really
worried.”

The three-alarm fire, ignited by
a malfunctioning water heater in
the back of the Back Mountain
Laundromat around 6 p.m., also
damaged the Old River Road
Bakery next door and sent smoke
into the Shavertown Acme, on its
other side.

When Hozempa arrived at the
shopping center, he couldn’t see
any flames, but there was still
plenty of smoke, he said.

Equipment. from four Back
Mountain fire companies and
Kingston Borough's Ladder 3 were
clustered in the parking lot in
front of the 36-year-old stucture,
while firefighters checked the roof
for hot spots.

“Those firefighters did an out-
standing job,” Hozempa said.
“They were very professional and
worked fast to minimize the
damage.”

The Old River Road Bakery next
door didn't fare as well as Hoz-
empa's business. All of its stock
was ruined.

Because the electrical meter
had been removed after the fire,
the store didn't have any lights,
refrigerator or heat Monday morn-
ing.

Part-owner Gordon Kutz at-

Canon
SURE SHOT

B Fully automatic autofocus 35mm camera.

POST PHOTO/GRACE R. DOVE

THREE-ALARM FIRE — Back Mountain firefighters used Kingston’s overhead platform truck, Ladder
3, at Sunday night’s fire at the Back Mountain Shopping Center.

tempted to total up the bakery’s
losses late Monday morning,
counting pies, brownies and cook-
ies in the semi-dark which still
reeked of damp, stale smoke.

“There's some water damage in
the back and a couple of holes in
the back ceiling,” he said. “We lost
several hundred dollars of stock
which we had left overnight - I
don't have a final figure yet.”

Kutz said he got to the bakery
around 6:30 Sunday night after a
store worker had called himabout
the fire.

“They wouldn't let me near the
place for safety reasons,” he said.
“We had only minimal smoke
damage. It could have been a lot
worse,"”

Afterseveral mandatoryinspec-
tions, small repairs and “a thor-
ough scrubbing,” the bakery will
probablyreopen around midweek,
Kutz said.

Laundromat owner Dan
Bechetti said a customer doing
laundry had noticed the fire and
reported it.
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“This could have
been a bad one.
We could have lost
the whole shopping

center.”

Gary Beisel
Shavertown fire chief

“The place was open and in
use,” he said. “I'm glad nobody
was hurt.”

The back roof of his business
and some of his clothes washers
and dryers sustained some dam-
age, Bechetti said.

“Some of the equipment is
okay,” he said, “We'll reopen as
soon as possible.”

The shopping center is owned
by the Henry Fein, et al partner-
ship. No official estimate of dam-
ages was available, according to
manager Allen Reishtein, who is
waiting for the insurance ap-
praiser’'s and contractor's reports.

The fire was caused by a mal-

functioning water heater, which
ignited part of the roof at the rear
of the laundromat, according to
Shavertown fire chief Gary Beisel.

“There are lots of concealed
spaces between the roof and the
drop ceilings in the businesses,”
he said. “The rafters run the length
of the building, which could have
given the fire a path to spread. If
we hadn't stopped it over the
laundromat, we could have lost
everything between the Acme and
McCrory's.”

A firewall running through the
roof between the laundry and the
Acme stopped the fire from spread-
ing in that direction, Beisel said.

Although the other businesses
are separated by concrete walls
ending at the rafters, only
McCrory's at the opposite end has
another firewall extending
through the roof, he said.

“They didn't have any fire or
building codes in the late ‘50's
when this place was built,"” Beisel
said. “This could have been a bad
one. We could have lost the whole
shopping center.”
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Dallas Parcel

Authorized UPS Shipping Outlet
Ground and Air Shipping

Packaging our Specialty
Open 7 Days Mon.-Sat. 9-8:30
Sunday 10-8:30
Dallas Harveys Lake Hwy., Dallas

675-2800

Settle

(Near Rt. 309-415 Intersection)
675-7347 s

All Week Special

Lasagne $4 99

Our Homemade Lasagne served with
choice of Homemade Soup or Salad,
Bread & Butter

Give Dough Company Gift
Certificates for the Holidays
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For
More.

Our promise is simple. The best.

And nothing less. Here you'll find
the ultimate in drycleaning. Your
clothes will feel like new again

with bright colors, comfortable fit
and perfect shape. We're your clothes
best friend - guaranteed!

teven's
3 Town & Country Cleaners

675-0468

Monday - Friday 7 AM. - 7 P.M.
Saturday 8 A.M. - 6 P.M.

Country Club Shopping Ctr. ¢ Route 309 Dallas
The Professional Edge * The Personal Touch

Hours:

A member of the International Fabricare Institute,

k lFl the association of professional drycleaners and launderers. v
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Post gift subscriptions available

The Dallas Post is again offer-
ing gift subscriptions at the same
price as regular subscriptions.

Gift subscriptions can be given
for one or two years, with any
subsequent renewals mailed to
the giver. The newspaper will mail
a card announcing the gift, if that
is desired.

Regular subscriber rates ap-
ply: One year to addresses in
Luzerne or Wyoming counties is
$18; to other addresses in Penn-

sylvania, oranywhere in New York
or New Jersey, $20; to all' other
states, $22. ;

To order, call 675-5211 Mon- s
day through Friday between 8:30
a.m. and 5 p.m., or clip and mail .
the coupon found elsewhere in
this issue. Be sure to include the
addresses of both the giver and
recipient, and to indicate whether
or not a card should be sent. .

Orders received by Dec. 23 will
begin the week after Christmas.

Villa Roma Pizza & Pasta House § ©

Harveys Lake g
December 21st

Christmas Party

Santa Claus wants to see you.
, Christmas Candy < Christmas Gifts
Free Pizza & Soda 6 - 8 p.m.
g 639-1818 .
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N.E. PENNA'S NO. 1 SPOT FOR FOOD, FUN & ENTERTAINMENT -
GIFT CERTIFICATES |

LUNCH - DINNER - LATE NIGHT GREAT FOR

OVER 100 MODERATELY PRICED ENTREES GIFT GIVING
Sailont 3% Enirces OPEN 7 DAYS 11:30 A.M. to 2 AM.
Steaks & Chops . . . . 24 Entrees [ A
Land & Sea Combos 15 Entrees.g 3 LATE NIGHT SNACK FOOD and
g = 28 Entreeslf’ . VERY SPECIAL CREAM DRINKS

David Chaump | Fling A Thing
MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON RESERVATIONS EARLY

Jim‘Danoys s
HOLIDAY
Chicken. ......... 20 Entrees {i;[
*"i%BURGERS - SANDWICHES - SALADS
Fri., Dec. 16 Sat., Dec. 17
_ Mark Plaza, Edwardsville 288-3500 / Clarks Summit 586-6000

For The
Holidays

J & J Deli

Has Stopay Chocolates and their
Famous Peanut Butter Chiffon,

Cookie Trays , Nut & Poppy Rolls, Cheesecakes, Pies, =

Kielbasa, Meat & Cheese Platters, Vegetable Trays

Order your "Country Store"
-« Hams (Boneless) Now!! -
"Catering for any Occasion”

659 Memorial Hwy., Dallas, PA « 675-6139

Owned & Operated by Jim & Jan Wertman)

4 ¢u¢t Place
to Pelax -ﬂt ;

AV
Prices you

ER'S
Sl
Can Afford

« MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

6 PETITE LOBSTER
TAIL DINNER $1 095

« THURSDAY NITE SPECIAL

GIANT 3/4 POUND $1 799
LOBSTER TAIL DINNER

« FRIDAY & SATURDAY NITE SPECIAL
SUPER BEEF & $1 395

REEF DINNER

Sunday Brunch In Our Enchanted Forest:
10 Till 2, Dinner Till 11 P.M. :

* PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE DINING FOR
MEETINGS, BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY NOW! |

COOPER'S ON THE WATERFRONT

304 KENNEDY BLVD. :
PITTSTON « 654-6883
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Published Wednesdays
675-5211

FAX: 675-3650
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612
Shipping Address: 45 Main Road, Dallas PA 18612
‘Office hours: Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Coverage area: The Dallas Post covers the "Back Mountain” area of Luzerne
County, including Dallas, Kingston, Lehman and Jackson townships, Dallas
Borough, Harveys Lake and the Dallas and Lake-Lehman school districts. We
try to get to as many events as possible, but staff and space limitations make it
impossible to cover everything. If you have news about your family, town or
organization, please send it to us and we'll try to get it in. Photographs are
welcome; we prefer black and white, but color will usually work.

Corrections, clarifications: The Dallas Post will correct errors of fact or clarify
any misunderstanding created by a story. Call 675-5211.

Have a story idea? Please call, we'd like to hear about it.

Letters: The Dallas Post prints all letters which have local interest. Send letters
to: Editor, The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612. All letters must be
signed and include a phone number at which we can reach the author. Deadline
is Noon, Monday prior to publication.

Want a photo that has appeared? We can provide prints of photos taken by
our staff. Prices: 5x7 - $5; 8x10 - $10. Call or stop by to order.

lassified Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 4 p.m.

Display Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 4 p.m.

(Friday at 4 p.m. if proof required)
We have a variety of rates and programs to suit your advertising needs.
The Dallas Post satisties most co-op ad programs.
Creative services at no charge.
Combination rates with The Abington Journal, Clarks Summit, available.
We can produce your newsletter, flyer or newspaper. Call for quotes on
typesetting, production and printing.

Orders for subscriptions received by Friday will begin the following week. See’
box at right for subscription prices. Local subsciptions should arrive
Wednesdays. Please inform us of damage or delay.

The Dallas Post uses 147-720)
Published weekly by Bartsen Media, Inc. $18 per year in Luzerne and
Wyoming counties (PA); $20 elsewhere in PA, NY or NJ; $22 all other
states. Second-class postage paid at Dallas PA.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 368,
Dallas PA 18612.

© COPYRIGHT: Entire contents copyrighted. All rights reserved. No part of
this publication may be reproduced by any means without the express
written consent of the publisher.
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: U Please enter a subscription to The Dallas Post " :
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