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As Iwas 
saying 

  

Bl Jack Hilsher 

. It seems these days that many 
features begin with the words, 
“Fifty years ago...” and this col- 
umn is no exception. Fifty years 
ago - younger readers won't be- 
lieve this - a man was elected 
President of these United States 
Jor the fourth time! Yes, it’s true, 
and his name was Franklin De- 
lano Roosevelt, known familiarly 
as “FDR” for short. 

His unprecedented fourth term, 

  

      

  

@ which Congress made sure does 
not happen again, was gained with 
432 electoral votes to only 99 for 
his Republican opponent, Tho- 
mas E. Dewey, Why? Well, it has 
been said, with the invasion of 
Europe well under way, “Youdon't 
change pitchers in the last inning 
with victory in sight.” 

Perhaps, but the story behind 
the greatest campaigner and vote- 

getter in history is far more com- 
@oicx, stranger even than his win- 

ning 31 out of 48 states each of 
the four times he ran. 

What, for example, would Sam 
Donaldson today make of the fact 
that this popular leader could not 
walk or stand without help? What 
would Hard Copy say? Or 60 
Minutes? Would it even be re- 
motely possible for that fact to lie 
quietly unreported today? Doubt- 

@ul doubtful, doubtful. 

Wing only put $39,000in. When it’s 

  

JWI. 

    

Rl John W. Johnson 
      
  

“There's something wrong when: 
—When the average Social 

Security recipient will receive 
$178,000 from the SS fund, hav- 

clear that those who designed the 
Social Security system intended it 
to be a supplement to a personal 
retirement system, and clearly 
didn’t intend for the average citi- 
zen to collect anything—the re- 
tirement age set when the system 
began was 65; the average life ex- 
pectancy then was 59.5. When 
it's also clear there are persons 

ggcclecting Social Security, and at 

" 
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the same time living in West Palm 
Beach, without having SS pro- 
ceeds taxed or received on a needs 
basis. 
—When there exists ecological 

double standards in the sale and 
use of toxic chemicals interna- 
tionally, particularly pesticides. 
And when little or no controls 
exist for the export of known toxic 
substances. When, in fact, one 

PAfrican nation was sold the can- 

cer causing chemical “Lindane” 
and persons there used it to catch 
fish by pouring the chemical into 
lakes; fish were killed, as was the 
villager's primary source of food 
and water. 

—When, to protect a symbol, 
(the flag), some demagogues in 
Congress want to destroy the very 

foundation which gives it breath’ 
(the First Amendment). 
—When movie raters (and with 

the apparent acquiescence of the 
public) rate a movie with horrific 
violence a PG and rate one with 

bared breasts and the “F” word an 

R. 
—When the United States, the 

worlds largest debtor nation, 

  

  

Back to School Sale 
IBM Computers and Software 

Starting at 

$295 
1 Yr Warranty 
*Quantities Limited 

  

Take advantage of IBM's close 
out sale on NEW IBM PS/2 and 
Value Point Computers. Pric- 
ing starts at $295 for a complete 
system including High Resolu- 
tion monitor, system processor 
unit with disk drive, keyboard 
and DOS. 

Microsoft Works.............. $59 
Microsoft Office............. $195 
Microsoft Excel............... $79 
Microsoft Windows......... $39 
IBM 486 system............. $995 

Micro Solutions 675-7205 
Training and Consulting           

Would FDR's polio be 
front-page news today? 

But that is exactly what hap- 
pened back then, 50 years ago. 
The truth, strange as it seems, 
was never reported. Not a hint, 
Not a whisper. Roosevelt was 
completely paralyzed from the 
waistdown. In August of 1921 his 
illness was diagnosed as polio- 
myelitis. 

Polio, as it is more commonly 
known, takes its name from two 
Greek words meaning gray and 
marrow. When the disease strikes 
the gray matter of the spinal cord 
becomes the seat of an acute in- 
flammation resulting in the de- 
struction of the spinal motor nerve 
path to the muscles. Paralysis is 
the result, affecting anything from 
one hand to all muscle systems in 
the body. It was also called “in- 
fantile” because it seemed to strike 
children more often than adults, 
but most ages are not immune. 

In Roosevelt's case, the attack 
might have resulted from cold 
water shock plus muscular fa- 
tigue, combined with chills and 
dampness. He was in continued 

agony and never fully recovered. 
He was destined to live the rest of 
his life in and out of a wheelchair, 
never walking, and standing only 
for short periods with the aid of 
braces and crutches. 

That his situation could be 
almost hidden, and fully ignored 
by the press, is unbelievable. Yet 
in the Presidential Library at Hyde 
Park, there are more than 35,000 
photographs but only two show- 
ing the president in his wheel- 
chair. No newsreels, the forerun- 
ner of our video tapes, ever show 
the chair being pushed. 

Out of thousands of political 
cartoons, not a single one show 

him physically incapacitated in 
any way...instead he is shown 
running or jumping, things which 
were for him impossible. Obvi- 
ously this was managed news. 
The White House carefully planned 
and successfully minimized his 
handicap with full cooperation 
from the press. Photographers 
who violated the unspoken “code 
of honor” and tried to sneak a 
picture of the President looking 
helpless, had their shots blocked 
by “accidents” or their cameras 
gently knocked to the ground. 

It is odd that most biographers 
of FDR pay little attention to his 
disease and seven years of conva- 
lescence. It may be mentioned 
briefly in the beginning, but it is 
ignored later on. The deceptive 
strategy which soft-pedaled 
Roosevelt's physical condition is 
understandable, for paralyzed 
victims affect people's 
attitudes...for one, they are usu- 
ally embarrassed. Polio has at- 
tacked men through centuries of 
history - mummies in Egypt have 
polio-withered limbs. Effective im- 
munization came eventually, our 
last epidemic was in 1916. 

Many victims, perhaps in com- 
pensation for what happened to 
their lower limbs, develop awe- 
some muscular development in 
their upper arms and chest. This 
was what happened to Roosevelt. 

And that jutting chin, held high 
always, the butt of political car- 
toonists, signified a cheery opti- 
mism that many of us could never 
muster. His cigarette holder was 
always at a jaunty angle too. With 
the burden of what he had to carry 
daily, I dont’ know how he did it. 

I'm not sure I could. 

More notes from all over 
continues to give billions in for- 
eign aid, more than halfof it to two 
countries. Egypt and Israel, and 
waffle on supporting emerging 
democracies all over Eastern 
Europe, while continuing to pro- 
vide arms to terrorists on both 
sides of the Middle Eastern con- 
flict. 
—When entitlement programs, 

interest on the national debt and 
defense now account for 82 per- 
cent of federal spending. And 
when entire generations of Ameri- 
cans now believe they are, indeed, 
entitled to a guarantee of happi- 
ness, rather than the constitu- 
tional guarantee of a pursuit of 
happiness. 
—When 20 million Americans 

will spend nearly $1 billion on 
liquid diet products, while 500 
million people worldwide at best 
have inadequate nutrition. 
—When Savings and Loan 

sharks can, with industry deregu- 
lation and duplicity by Congress, 
bilk the nation for $500 billion 
dollars and then turn to us for a 
bailout. 
—When our greatest drug prob- 

lem—the voracious consumption 
ofalcohol—continues to be winked 
at by the society at large. When 
every 23 minutes a drunk driver 
killsan innocent bystander. When 
drunk driving is the number one 
cause of death of young people 
between the ages of 16 and 21. 
When the drinking driver problem 
creates an estimated economic 

loss of over $5 billion annually. 
When, on the average weekend 
night, one out of every 10 drivers 
on the road is drunk. When one 
out of every two Americans will be 
involved in an alcohol related auto 
crash in his or her lifetime. When 
drunk driving is responsible for 
the most common form of violent 
death in the nation. When nearly 
three fifths of 12,000 state in- 
mates interviewed said they had 
been “very drunk” prior to com- 
mitting the crimes for which they 
were imprisoned. When we con- 
tinue to consume alcohol as if it 
were the elixir of life. When we 
continue to laugh at ourselves 
when, in a drunken stupor, we 

can't put the key into the ignition. 
When we continue to decry the 
wayward path of our youth while 
setting an inebriate example for 
them. And when we continue to 
pay higher and higher sin taxes 
for the privilege. 
—When our agricultural indus- 

try continues to scream about 
prices and foreign competition 
when that same industry receives 
more than 50 percent of its in- 
come from our federal government 
iti’some sort of subsidy.’ 
—When welfare recipients are 

not required to, as a condition of 
receiving that government assis- 
tance, work in some manner. 
When, in fact, workfare programs 
in Massachusetts and in Califor- 
nia have demonstrated themselves 
to be financially wise and socially 
redeeming. 

—When, despite some 442 
boxers having died in the ring 
since 1918, and despite the clear 
fact that boxing's alphabet soup 
ranking organizations and con- 
flicting state rules, serve to find 
many boxers physically and fi- 
nancially tortured by the sport, 
we still do not have a federally 
operated boxing commission with 
uniform rules. 

—When, in conversation with a 
teacher recently, I heard her say 
that she often worked during the 
summer in other capacities with 
children. She mentioned govern- 
mentally organized recreational 
programs, day care centers, etc. 
And she concluded by saying: “I'm 
going to try and be creative this 
summer in finding other work.” 

Exactly. 
Exactly. 
And for those who choose to 

ignore that this nation's great- 
ness emerged from opportunity 

seized, becoming prosperity 
wrestled from adversity, then it's 
likely you will continue to elect 
state and federal politicians who 
promise more and more money 
from the state and federal treas- 
ury, all the while cutting your own 
imaginative, creative and poten- 
tially prosperous throat, hoping 
to receive pork barrels in which 
you can bleed. 

Spear publishes latest local history book, 
slates Northeastern PA history meeting 

Dr. Sheldon Spear of Shaver- 
town, professor of History at 
Luzerne County Community Col- 
lege, recently published “Wyoming 
Valley History Revisited,” a series 
of essays on the people, places 
and periods of the Wyoming Val- 
ley, covering nearly 200 years, 
from the late 18th century to the 
1970's. 

The book includes informative 
discussions of the origins of many 
Northeastern Pennsylvania place 
names, the role of anthracite in 
the early industrial revolution as 
well as the Civil War years in the 
Wyoming Valley. 

Contrasts between the richand 
poor of 90 years ago are covered in 
the chapters on Glen Summit 
Springs and anthracite patch 

Starlight Ball 
chance tickets 

now available 

The Wilkes-Barre General 
Hospital campus Auxiliary Star- 
light Ball Committee, Wyoming 
Valley Health Care System will 
hold its annual fundraising event, 
the Starlight Ball, November 12, 
at Genetti's Hotel, Wilkes-Barre. 

Festivities will begin at 7 p.m. 
with cocktails. A full-course din- 
ner will be served at 8 p.m. with 
music provided by The Poets. 

The Starlight Ball will feature a 
drawing for separate prizes of 
$10,000, $5,000, $3,000 and 

$2,000 in cash. 
Tickets are $100 per chance 

and may be purchased in the 
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital 
campus Hospitality Shoppe, main 
floor, or from any Auxiliary mem- 
ber. 

Group purchases are encour- 
aged. Sales will be limited to 300 
tickets. 

For ticket information, call the 
Auxiliary office at 829-8111, ex- 
tension 2935. 

Contra dances 
resume Sept. 10 

The Folklore Society of North- 
eastern Pennsylvania and the 
Chicory House or Wilkes-Barre 
will kick off a new season of 
monthly New England Contra 
Dances September 10at 7 p.m. in 

' “Fellowship Hall” of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, 97 South Fran- 
klin St., Wilkes-Barre. 

Beginners, singles, couples, 
young and old are all welcome. A 
review of basic figures will be held 
from 7 - 7:30 p.m. and all dances 
will be taught throughout the 
evening. 

Dancers should wear soft-soled 
shoes or sneakers and casual 
dress. 

Contra dancing is Celtic in ori- 
gin; its music, no matter how far 
from traditional it may be, mostly 
takes the jig and reel forms native 
to the Celtic lands. In the US, 
contra dancing was traditional in 
New England, where after nearly 
dying out, it has enjoyed a tre- 
mendous revivial in the last 25 
years, its popularity spreading all 
over North America. 

The local New England Contra 
Dances were begun in late 1990 
by the Chicory House and Folk- 
lore Society. 

Folklore Society /Chicory House 
New England Contra Dances will 
be held the second Saturday of 
each month, through June. 

Admission to each New Eng- 
land Contra Dance is $6 for adults; 
($5 for Chicory House or Folklore 
Society members); $3 for children 
age 10 to 16, or $15 for families. 

For more information, call 825- 
8772. 
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"END OF SUMMER" 

  

   

GrottsPizza 
Harveys Lake 

ADDED ATTRACTION 
A Musical Program with "DJ" Music on 

Grotto Pizza's Beach 

Sunday, September 4, 1994 
Monday, September 15, 1994 Rain Date 

Presented by: Harveys Lake Businessman's Association 
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towns. Coverage of the 20th 
centuryincludes the 1920's, World 
War II years and the economic 
recovery following the post-war 
collapse of anthracite. 

Dr. Spear, a native of Brooklyn, 
NY, has resided in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania since 1967. He is 
also the author of “Chapters in | 
Wyoming Valley History,” as well 
as numerous articles. 

Dr. Spear will act as conference 
coordinator for the sixth annual 
conference on “This History of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania: The 
Last 100Years,” to be held Friday, 
Oct. 7, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
the LCCC Educational Conference 
Center in Nanticoke.   

“Wyoming Valley History Re- 
visited” is available at local book- 
stores. DR. SHELDON SPEAR 

  

Open Now... The Prudential 
217 N. Memorial Highway 

Dallas 

Prudential Representatives 

MARK J HELTZEL 
FRANK MORREALE 

675-4266 675-4227 | 
Hours: Mon. - Wed. - Thurs. 9-5 

Tues. - Fri. 12-4 
Evenings - By Appointment 

Get a piece of The Rock. 

ThePrudential ® 
© 1991 The Prudential Insurance Company       

16 Carverton Road, Trucksville 

call Ahead BESTT SME TT0) 

Eat in or Take Out 
Try Our Wings! 

Mon.: 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
Tues., Wed., Thurs.: 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

Fri.: 11:00 am - 12:00 Midnight 
Sat.: 12:30 pm - 12:00 Midnight « Sun.: 2:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

  

The Back Mountain 
Cycle Source 

Hi KEWORKS Rt. 309 Dallas Shopping Center 

675-2616 

Ross « Scott « Ultimax « Huffy 
Professionally Built Bicycles 

LABOR 
DAY 

SAVINGS! 
$15 Off Every 

Kids Bike 

$20 Off Every 
Adult Bike 

$30 Off Any 
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90 DAYS 8 lle Bicycle over $300. 
2 | iB FREE SERVICE 

wp WIMIHE $ oo06 on Helmets, 
{PURCHASE OF A Cloth d 

NEW BIKE oining an 
Accessories 
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Repair Parts * Accessories * Service 
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