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‘Acropolis’ 
means 

adventure 
for couple 
By.JACK HILSHER 

In any Webster's Acropolis is 
“the high fortified part of an an- 
cient Greek city”...so what's it 
doing in the Dallas Shopping 
Center? 

“Very well, thank you,” say the 
new proprietors of this Acropolis, 

‘a Back Mountain restaurant in 
transition. When the former owner 
Hercules Maniatis of Kingston 
chucked the food business to 
return to Athens several months 
ago, he sold out to Robert E. and 
Janie Clark of Haddonfield Hills. 

After a short closing for redeco- 
rating and some menu adjust- 
ments, the Clarks reopened 
Acropolis and haven't paused to 
catch their breath since. While 
new to restaurant operating the 
Clarks are no strangers to food 
service. Both were food brokers 
for the same firm, in fact, Bob 
‘hired Janie. They married last 
year and decided that logging up 
‘to 40,000 miles per car per year 

was not their idea of the good life. 
.They knew there was something 
‘better out there and they were 
‘determined to find it. 

Janie Clark has been in the 
‘Back Mountain since 1976 but 
‘Bob Clark was new to the area. 
‘However he would make a good 
public relations man for the Back 
Mountain because, compared to 

‘what he had been used to in more 
metropolitan areas, he says, 
“People here are friendlier, more 
down-to-earth. This is a more 
relaxed way of life with far less 
hustling for a buck.” So both 
Clarks agreed that if a change 
could be made, this must be the 

place. It could, it was, and they 
couldn't be happier. 

After the sale was closed, 
Acropolis duties were split two 
ways: Bob took the kitchen be- 
cause he is a skilled amateur cook 
and loves it. Both his grown sons 
also cook, so he probably ranks 
high as a teacher too. Janie took 
everything else, and couldn't wait 
to tackle the rather gloomy dining 
room. She said, “The first things 
to go were all those horse pic- 
tures. » (Some will recall that the’ 
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NEW RESTAURANTEURS - Bob and Janie Clark have re- opened the Acropolis restaurant in the 
Dallas Shopping Center. Most, but not all, of the Greek menu has been replaced with fresh items. 

White Horse Tavern once occu- 

pied that space.) Next she light- 
ened and simplified the dining 
room decor, installed new carpet- 
ing throughout and modernized 
the bathrooms. It all began to 
look like it should. 

Next casualty was the old menu. 
Since neither Clark was in favor of 
continuing a strictly “black olive 
and ouzo” look, only the most 
popular Greek dishes survived the 
first cut: roast leg of lamb, of 
course; Beef Lemonato, a casse- 
role of beef cooked in lemon butter 
and white wine; and since there 
wouldn't me much Grecian with- 
out it, “Souvlaki,” which to the 
uninitiated is shish kabob, com- 
plete with skewer and char. 

New items added were fresh 
salmon, fresh sole, prime rib and 
steaks. (Regular trips to Philadel- 
phia docks insure that fish items 
are fresh.) Specials are tested on 
a blackboard in the dining room 
and will be added to the regular 
menu if they prove popular. 

Regulars will notice - and proba- 
bly complain says Janie - about 
some specialities left off their 
menu, “Mousaka” for example. 
“Don’t care,” says Janie. “Let ‘em 
grumble. Mousaka won't be back 
until it can be made with fresh egg 
plant, which means summer. We'll 
serve certain dishes only in their 
season when they are fresher and 
tastier, like sugar snap peas. 
These are only good for a limited 
time and that s the only time we'll 
have them.” ; 

In an unusually short time the 
Clarks are getting a feel for what 
customers like and want, and fully 
intend to satisfy them. A woman 
who professes tobe a “spinach pie 
connoisseur” and has sampled 

. that appetizer “all over the coun- 
try” claims the Acropolis version 

to be the best. 
Recently a couple came in on 

Saturday and had Bob Clark's 
Maryland crab eake. The place is 
closed Sundays and Mondays, so 
the couple came back on Tuesday 
for more crab cakes! Bob says, 
“Mine aren't frozen, aren't deep 
fat fried, and contain no filler 
material.” (No wonder the couple 
returned.) A seven-year regular 
who always had roast lamb came 
in, had it again, and said, “I don’t 
know - somehow it’s better!” 

Some unusual lunch dishes are 
proving to be runaway sellers. 
There's a Turkey Reuben” which 
Janie claims to be “as good as 
corned beef but with 80% less 
fat.” A fresh roast turkey sand- 
wich is made from turkey breasts 
cooked each morning, and of 
course, the Acropolis version of 
the famous “Philadelphia Cheese 
Steak,” with genuine Philly steak 
rolls delivered regularly. 

This last dish has become a 
favorite with neighbor Tommy Van 
Scoy, whose TOVON diamond 
business is next door. Van Scoy 
used to be a hamburg fanatic for 
lunch but the Clarks’ Philly Cheese 
Steaks changed that in a hurry. 
On the other side, neighbor Tom 

new ideas and enthusiz AST 
‘uptosuccess, the Clatks Be ave, got * 

Quinn of “Ye Olde Clock & Gift 
Shoppe” says, “I have no special 
favorite,. I mix it up a little. But 
I'm hooked...sometimes I'm there 
for lunch three times a week.” 
(Homemade desserts may also 
have some influence on the re- 
peaters. 

An unusual aspect of the new 
menu lies in the Clark food phi- 
losophy. Janie says, “We are both 
conscious of the importance of 
low fat, little salt, and calorie 
counting. I don’t want to call 
ourselves ‘health nuts’ exactly, 
but we do believe in these things 
and I suppose some of this rubs 
off on customers. We once offered 
to get no-fat cheese and salad 
dressing for a customer and she 
was so grateful she now comes in 
regularly for the same dish. We'll 
accommodate anyone's wish or 
requirement.” 

It alls seems to be coming to- 
gether. Bob remarks, “Last Sat- 
urday almost three-quarters of 
our customers were new, so it had 
to be strictly word-of-mouth work- 
ing. We do intend to advertise 
too.” 

In the revamped Acropolis din- 
ing room are Dee Scouton, Noxen; 
Wendy Sweppenheiser, Vernon; 
Janie Bushkar, Kingston Town- 
ship; and Karen Wentzel, Dallas. 
In the kitchen are Mike Gusher 
and Chris King, both of Dallas. 

In the food service     

it made! 

'84 Lake-Lehman class 
seeks missing mates 

The Lake-Lehman High School 
Class of 1984 is seeking informa- 
tion on 11 class members for their 
upcoming 10 year reunion. 

Anyone with information on the 
following individuals, contact 
Joan Skopic-Hunter at 610-821- 
9181 or Zina Traver-Sult at 477- 
3056. 

Class members among the 
missing are Susan Bonsavage, 
Cathy Cordick, Maureen Follmer, 
Tom Ganis, Mike Havrilla, Alan 
MacDonald, J.D. Pallante, Karen 

Dallas, PA Wednesday, May 11, 1994 °3 

Titus and Ken Williams. 
The reunion will be held July 

23, at Appletree Terrace, New- | 
berry Estate. Cost for the evening 
is $26 per person and includes 
dinner and music by the Great 
Rock Scare. Fo 
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An informal get together will be 
held Friday, July 22 at Grotto 

Pizza. 
Class members are also re- 

minded to return their question- 
naires to Hunter at 184 Shiloh 

Sennick, Sharon Sesin, Sherry Court, Whitehall, PA 18052. : 
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Spring cleanup schedules Re | 
Dallas Borough and Dallas and Kingston townships have set : 

their annual cleanups for the week of May 16-21. a 
DALLAS BOROUGH 

Hours will be: Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., saturday, ; 
7 am. to 3 p.m. 2 Ww 

Large appliances, including refrigerators from which freon ' 
has been removed, can be dropped off at the Borough Building | 
for a $10 fee or arrangements can be made for pickup for ng : 
by calling 675-1389. : 

Tires removed from rims will be accepted for $2 each. 
The following items will not be accepted: paint in cans, car | 

batteries, contractor's debris, refrigerators with unreleased 
freon, yard waste, garbage or toxic or hazardous waste. yg 

DALLAS TOWNSHIP nt 
Hours:, 8a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Fridayand 8a.m.-3 p.m. Sate - . 

urday at the rear of Dallas Township Municipal Building. Proof * 
of residency is required at time of drop off. 

There will be a service charge for large items. Tires: only 2 
per household. 

The following items will not be accepted: hazardous wastes, 
chemicals, garden waste, animal or human waste, building 
materials, garbage, newspapers, or recyclables. 

a
 

KINGSTON TOWNSHIP 
Hours: Monday-Friday, from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. and Saturday’ 8 

a.m.-4 p.m. at the Center Street Maintenance Building, 225 
East Center Street, Shavertown. Y, 

Proof of residency is required. Ta iE 
Residents with pick-up trucks must have an admission 

coupon for entry to the clean-up site. Vehicles larger than | ax 
full size one-ton pick-up truck will require a $75 fee. GY 

Coupons are available at the Kingston Township Municipal. 
Building, 11 Carverton Road, Trucksville, PA 18708-Mon.-Fri.,. a : 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. i 

No large appliances, yard waste, construction debris, painb} Bs" 
household chemicals, hazardous materials, garbage or re- 
cyclables will be accepted. Tires are limited to two per family.       

Lake Twp. recycling center open May 14 
The voluntary recycling drop-off center for Lake Township will be 

accepting recyclables on Saturday, May 14 from 10-12 noon a the 
township building. The following items may be dropped off: Aluminut 
‘and Bi-metal caus, clear, brown and green glass, Plastic #1 and #20my. 
No motor oil containers can be accepted. 
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Seafood is a specialty at 
Cooper's. So, you'll get 
nothing but the freshest, 
hand selected shell fish 
here. The only thing you 
have to do is DIG IN! 

  

  

  

HOURS: 

Mon. to Thurs. 3:30-11 P.M. 
Fri. & Sat. 4-12P.M. 

Sunday 10 A.M. till 11 P.M.           

MAZERS 
GREENHOUSES 
  

  

  

  
  

GERANIUMS & VINCAS & SPIKES 
HANGING BASKETS 
  

  

We Are Now Growing 

PERENNIALS 
Dozens of Varieties 

In Pots And Flats   
  

DAILY 

OPEN FOR SEASON 
RTE. 118 

10 AM.-7 PM. LEHMAN HWY. 
DAILY 

10 AM.-7 P.M.   
  

16 Carverton Road, Trucksville 

  

call Ahead BTeToTP A [0]0) 
Eat in or Take Out 
Try Our Wings! 

Mon.: 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
Tues., Wed., Thurs.: 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

Fri.: 11:00 am - 12:00 Midnight 
Sat.: 12:30 pm - 12:00 Midnight « Sun.: 2:00 pm - 11:00 pm   

  

  ; 
(Steven's 

hn 

Steven's 

Hours:     \s 
Town & Country Cleaners 
Country Club Shopping Ctr. « 675-0468 

QUALITY 
DRYCLEANING 

A member of the International Fabricare Institute, 

the association of professional drycleaners and launderers. 

Same Day Service 
Shirts Laundered - Draperies and Household ltems 

Alterations - Wedding Gown Specialist 
Leathers - Suedes - Furs - Fine Dry Cleaning 

Town & Country 

675-0468 
Monday - Friday 7 AM. - 7 P.M. 
Saturday 8 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Country Club Shopping Ctr. « Route 309 Dallas 
The Professional Edge, The Personal Touch 

7s 

Cleaners     
>,   

  

NE HEIGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE 

FEES INCLUDE CART | 
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WEEKDAY 
$26.00 

WEEKEND 

18 Holes $33.00 

After 1:00 $28.00 

Twilight 4:00 ~~ $18.00 
Tuesday Senior and Ladies 

$16.00 85 

$22.00 He 

Thursday Special $22.00 

PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR 1 FREE ROUND ACCOMPANIED > 

BY 3 FULL PAYING PATRONS. To 
GOOD UNTIL 6/30/94 : 

FOR TEE-TIMES CALL: 
(717) 836-5108 
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DROP IN FORA J 
GREAT TIME= 

  

    

  

   
    

  

   

  

   

   
    

    

  

    

ring 
pe U.S. AIR FORCE 

Air Demonstration Squadron 

¢ U.S. Army “Golden Knights" 
¢ Red Baron Stearman Squadron 
4 Swift Magic Aerobatic Team 
¢ Stars & Stripes Aerobatic Team 
¢ The Pepsi Skydancer 
¢ Gene Littlefield Aerial Magic with Wingwalking 
¢ Clint McHenry Flying His Russian Sukhoi SU-26m 
4 JET FIGHTER DEMOS — STATIC DISPLAYS 

WARBIRDS — AND MUCH MORE!   
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport 

Adults $8, Children 6-12 $4, Under 6 free 

GATES OPEN 9AM - 6 PM 

Souvenirs ¢ Refreshments 
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