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"THE MORE THINGS CHANGE...- Natona Mills built the homes 
shown above on Burndale Ave. in Dallas in the late 1940s. Below, 
‘most of them look much the same today, but the trees certainly 
‘have grown. The pictures are taken from the foot of Burndale, near 
the Kenneth A. Young recreational park. 

  

  
    Native Textiles through the years 

From a small shop on an alley in Dallas toa company employing 
between 500 and 600 workers in its heyday, Native Textiles has 
gone through nearly 50 years of change. 

August, 1946: Ground was broken for the plant on Route 415, 
originally in Dallas Township. : 

e October, 1946: Eight women began working in the thread 
drawing department, set up in the former Ritter paint shop, owned 
by Charles Gregory, on an alley behind the bank on Main Street. 

¢ 1947: The Route 415 plant known as Natona Mills was com- 
i | :pleted:and all operations moved.there,.. 
| | * ‘e 1950<51: After a series of court proceedings, the Natona Mills 

property withdrew from Dallas Township and was annexed to 
Dallas Borough, at the company’s request. 

Under an agreement which lasted until the Dallas school 
~ district jointure in 1957, Natona Mills paid its municipal taxes to 
Dallas Borough and its school taxes to Dallas Township. 

¢ 1958: The Levers lace deparment and its 15 machines moved 
to Hightstown, NJ, affecting 50 workers. 

e February, 1960: Natona Mills was credited in Women's Wear 
Daily with making the special mesh suit worn by “Miss Sam,” the 
nation’s first monkey in space. : 

e 1974: The company's name was changed to Native Textiles. 
e March 25, 1994: Carriage Brook Industries, the company’s 

owner, announced that the plant would be relocated to Glens 
Falls, NY, in a consolidation move. 

Compiled by Grace R. Dove   
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In 1972, she transferred into 
the knitting department, which 
was staffed mostly by men. It was 
a challenge to learn the different 
knitting machines, Manzoni said. 

“Those men were the best to 
me. I enjoyed every minute, with- 
out a single complaint,” she said. 

In her spare time on weekends, 
Manzonibaked cookies and cakes 
to bring to work the following week. 

“When I retired in 1986, the 
men gave me a list of their birth- 
days so thatI could keep on bring- 
ing them homemade goodies,” she 
laughed. 

A thick file of yellowed newspa- 
per clippings and black-and-white 
photos of long-forgotten people 
and events, carefully stored in the 
plant's office, fill in other frag- 
ments of the company’s history. 

Among them is an application 
for electrical service, dated 1947, 
signed by company president Leon 
Birnbaum. 

A photo from the late 1940's 
shows part of Burndale Road, near 
the Kenneth A. Young Memorial 
Park, where the company built 
several homes for its workers to 
rent when it came to the area. 

Dallas Borough tax collector 
Tom Reese recalled that Sordoni 
built them, with Ellis Swingle as 
the site boss. When he was 
younger, Reese often delivered coal 
there in the winter. 

Except for taller trees, different 
styles of porch columns and a 
back deck or two, the two-story, 
brick-fronted double blocks have 
changed little over the years. 

News clippings from 1947 and 
1950 document the company’s 
request to withdraw from Dallas 
Township and become part of 
Dallas Borough, due to a dis- 
agreement about taxes. 

In 1947, the mill's original 
$57,770 assessment had tripled 
to $157,770, and company offi- 
cials had asked the township to 
reduce it to the original figure for 
two or three years, until the 
company could get on its feet. 

According to the articles, the 
supervisors had offered the com- 
pany three years’ free taxes if it 
stayed in the township — an offer 
Natona Mills refused because it 
didn’t want to set a precedent for 
other industries. 

The Luzerne County court 
denied the mill permission to 
become a part of Dallas Borough 
because the company's attorneys 
had incorrectly described the 16- 
acre property, but the matter was 
ultimately decided in favor of 
Dallas Borough. 

Under an agreement worked 
out between the municipalities, 
Natona Mills paid its municipal 
taxes to Dallas Borough and its 
school taxes to Dallas Township, 
which was part ofa different school 
district. 

When Dallas Borough schools 
joined Dallas School District in 

BUSY FINGERS - Some of the women working on lace identified on the back of this photo are Martha 
Williams, S. Williams, Leda Weaver, Anna Werkheiser, Gertrude Turner, Edith Deutsch, Florence Dav- 
enport, Elsie Romanchick, Ida Hunt, Margaret Polk, Edna McCarty King, Hazel Gobart Sacacious, 
Leona Bellas, Edna Ray and Dorothy Shorts. 

1957, the mill began paying all of 
its taxes to Dallas Borough. 

Last year Native Textiles paid 
$2,898 in municipal taxes and 

$22,895 to the school district, 
according to borough tax records. 

According to other news clip- 
pings, work at Natona Mills was 
steady. During slow periods the 
company made fabrics and lace to 
replenish its stock, so that it could 
avoid layoffs. 

In 1960, 18students from Texas 
Women's University majoring in 
education visited the plant and 
ate lunch in the cafeteria while on 
a month-long bus tour of the 
eastern and central United States, 
according to a clipping from The 
Dallas Post of August 18, 1960. 

That same year also saw Na- 
tona Mills in the pages of Women’s 
Wear Daily, displaying a photo of 
monkey astronaut “Miss Sam,” 

the first American primate in 
space, fashionably attired in her 
protective mesh suit made by 
Natona Mills in a top secret gov- 
ernment project. 

The mill, known as the fore- 
most supplier of domestic lace, 
was acquired by Indian Head in 
1962. 

An old company newspaper 
features stories about employees 
and interviews with the women's 
softball teams, who promise to 
“murder” one another. A 1951 
Chevy is offered for sale for $100, 
as is, while $25 could buy a used 
J.C. Higgins .22 rifle. 

In 1963, Rotary exchange stu- 

    
  

  

“What do you call a deal 
that cools your home 
and gives you a FREETV? 

  

  

    
  

                                                    

  

li 7 gi nn] Very Entertaining. 
Purchase a qualifying Carrier Air Conditioner & Heating 

System and get a Zenith color television, for Free! 
(purchase air conditioner only and get the TV for only *75!) 

CARRIER AIR CONDITIONER B® FREE ZENITH TV 

» Energy-efficient cooling at up to * 19” color receiver/ 
14 SEER (Seasonal Energy monitor 
Efficiency Ratio) 

* unified remote 
* Lower energy bills control 

e Super quiet operation ASK ABOUT OUR 
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We're The Inside Guys. 
  

    
  

PARKER FUEL COMPANY 
RR#6 Box 23 e Dallas, PA 18612 

675-4949 « 675-1155   
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Name: 

25 
ears 

of Quality Care 

    

Tunkhannock Manor is open to persons of all faiths. 

We invite you to visit Tunkhannock Manor 
or call us at 836-2983. 

_ Sponsored by the United Methodist Homes for the Aging of the Wyoming Conference. 

  

  

Address: 
  

City: 

Phone No: 

  State: Zip: 
  

i 
      

This offer valid only at participating dealers. Offer expires May 31, 1994. 

    ) 

Tunkhannock Manor, 50 W. Tioga St. Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657   

dent Linda Davies, bound for 
Australia for a year, took 50 years 
of pink and white Natona material 
with her for gifts to her host coun- 
try. 

In 1974, Natona Mills became 
Native Textiles, owned by Car- 
riage Brook Industries, headquar- 
tered in New York. 

The company’s announcement 
March 25 that it plans to relocate 
the Dallas operation to Glens Falls 
has employees wondering who will 
go toNew York, who will retire and 

who will stay to try and find new 
jobs locally. 

Various local, state and federal 
agencies and organizations are 
already trying to find another 
business to relocate to the Route 
415 plant, while the American 
Clothing and Textile Workers’ 
Union is investigating worker 
retraining programs. 

“We always looked out for each . 
other, just like a family,” Annie 
Manzoni said. “I've enjoyed every 
minute of my work there.” 

  

REGISTER 
A 1994 GEO ¢ 
TRACKER 
  

A good deal 
on a great tire: 

Quality since 1894.     
ce 

Kelly Tires 

METRIC 600T 
  

: Y « IDEAL FOR 
9 FRONT WHEEL 

DRIVECARS 
2 + ALL-SEASON 

oT SPEED RATED 
156R12 765   

175/70R13 § 46° 
185/70R13 § 49% 
185/70R14 § 52% 
195/70R14 §$ 54* 
205/70R14 § 56% 

od         
  

The Lowest Priced 
Whitewall Tire 

$1 95 
P155/80R13 

165/80R13 
175/80R13 
185/80R13 
185/75R14 
195/75R14 
205/75R14 
205/75R15 
215/75R15 
225/75R15 
235/75R15 

The Lowest Priced 50,000 
Mile Warranty Whitewall 

$2 ha 
P155/80R13 

165/80R13 $31°° 
175/80R13 $34°° 
185/80R13 $36°° 
185/75R14 $39°° 
195/75R14 $40°° 
205/75R14 $42°° 
205/75R15 $43°° 
215/75R15 $45 
225/75R15 

  

    

      $47°5 
| |235/75R15 $48° 

  

CVA HT=YS 
SAFARI AWR 

s ALL POSITION 
9% STEEL BELTED 

Hos muck 

GREAT ON/OFF 
195/75R14SL ROAD TRACTION 

205/75R14 LT SL $67* 

205/75R15 LT SL $69 

215/75R15 LT SL $73% 

235/75R15 LT SL $80% 
950R15 LRC $108% 
1050R15 LRC $119% 
225/75R16 LT LRD $108°%* 

  

  

{9 45,000 
MILE WARRANT 

    

  

   

= | 245/75R16 LT LRE $132% 
Light Truck | 265/75R16 LT LRC $114 

Radi 215/85R16 LT LARD $105% 
a 235/85R16 LT LRE $123* 

F.E.T. where applicable 
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NO PURCHASE 
N AF 

No purchase necessary. Register to win at any Jack 
Williams Tire & Auto Location. 
driver 18 years or older. Jack Williams employees 
and their families are not eligible to win. Winner 
responsible for all applicable taxes and licensing fees. 
Contest ends April 30, 1994. Drawing to be held at 
Noon, Saturday, May 7, 1994 at the Jack Williams 
Tire And Auto Center located at 40 Memorial Hwy., 
Dallas, PA. Winner need not be present to win. 

    

Kelly Tires 
EXPLORER 400 

$29": STEEL BELTED 
RADIAL 

« A LFETIME OF 
ALLSEASON 

P155/80R13 
165/80R13 $38°° 
175/80R13 $41°° 
185/80R13 $43°° 
185/75R14 $46°° 
195/75R14 $47°° 
205/75R14 $49°° 
205/75R15 $50°° 
215/75R15 $51°° 
225/75R15 $53 4 

    

    

        

   
    

    

oW 55,000 
SL   
  

  
Kelly Tires 
NAVIGATOR 800S 

SPECIALLY 
95 DESIGNED TREAD 

ELEMENTS DELIVER 
EXCEPTIONAL WET 
TRACTION 

1756/7013 sN8S RATED 
WHITEWALL 

: 185/75R14 
== 195/75R14 

65,000) 27ers 
MILE WARRANTY 2227725 12 

; m 235/75R15 
Premium § 185/70R14 

All Season} 252/79R12 
a BL 215/70R15 

FREE Mounting 
FREE Life Of The Tire Rotation 

FREE Local Shuttle Service 
Clean, Comfortable Showrooms 
Friendly, Knowledgeable Staff 
Better Values, Better Selection 

That's The.. 

    

    

  

    
   
   
   

  

  
  

4 THE WILLIAMS WAY! 
  

PENNSYLVANIA 
POTHOLE 
SPECIALS! 

COMPUTERIZED 
ALIGNMENTS 

$23°* $43° 
Front End 4 Wheel Thrust 

TAPPoinimenS suggested S61/63 
*Wheel balancing and replacement 
parts may require an additional charge 
if necessary. Most cars & light trucks 

  

  

  

  

GRAND PRIX 

GAS SHOCKS 

SZA°* Ultra-Gas 
$23°° Sport LT 
3P°* XT 60 RV 

* Unit price INCLUDES INSTALLATION 
« Lifetime warranty S24/26/27 

    

     

      

\ wen AMERICAN 

CENTERS v ® 

Over 600 Locations Nationwide! 

¢ 12 Mo./ 12,000 Mile FREE Tire Replacement! 
+ Nationwide Road Hazard Warranty! 
* Nationwide Credit Card! 
» Nationwide Service Warranty! 

   

    

i * 90 Days Same As Cash § 
* Up To $2000 Credit Limit 

* Fresdom 
Plan Benefit 

  

Must be a licensed} 

    

      * Manufactured by Monroe Auto Equip.       TUESDAY IS SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT DAY! 
THURSDAY IS LADIES DISCOUNT DAY! 

10% OFF NON SALE ITEMS 
  

  

LOW PRICES ON NAME 
BRAND TIRES 1 

MICHELIN ITRELL! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

JW         Y-Xel TQ" IHN Y-Y," Es 
TIRE & AUTO SERVICE CENTERS 

  

KINGSTON WILKES-BARRE DALLAS HAZLETON MOOSIC 
125 S. Wyoming Ave. Rt. 315, Plains Twp. 40 Memorial Hwy. 23rd & Church St. 4 Rocky Glen Rd. 

283-0551 829-1991 675-2100 459-6670 457-5000 

Other Convenient Locations: Scranton, Berwick, Selinsgrove, Shamokin, Stroudsburg     

Saturday   Monday To Friday 7:30am - 6:00pm 
7:30am - 3:00pm 
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We Welcome National Accounts AE ee 

  

  

  

       


