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Groundhog isn't the only 
forecaster, or the best 
By GRACE R. DOVE 
Post Staff 

February 2 is Groundhog Day, 
celebrated in Punxsatawny, PA, 
by dingitaries in tophats and 
tailcoats who pull a rather irri- 
tated-looking groundhog named 
Phil from hibernation in his snug 
burrow in an attempt to predict 
the next six weeks’ weather. 

If Phil sees his shadow, we'll 
have six weeks more of winter. If 
he doesn't, spring will come early. 

In the glare of television spot- 
lights, the poor little guy usually 
can't help seeing his shadow - if 
he can get his beady little eyes 
open. 

I wonder if Phil remembers this 
incident when he awakens from 
hibernation some six to eight 
weeks later, or if he has some 
rather hazy, weird winter dreams 
of strangely dressed two-leggeds 

~ and bright lights. 
The observation of Groundhog 

Day came to America with the 
settlers. 

This country’s original inhabi- 
. tants wouldn't have thought of 
disturbing the winter sleep of a 
four-legged. They (the four- 
leggeds, not the natives) tend to 

be rather grouchy, especially the 
bears. 

We already knew how long and 
what kind of a winter we would 
have from observing the fall be- 
havior of our forest friends. 

The deer usually turn darker 
for the winter in late September or 
early October, which we call the 
Moon When the Geese Fly South. 

This year I saw deer with dark 
coats the week before Labor Day, 
indicating an early winter. 

The squirrels and winter birds 
at my backyard feeder were espe- 
cially dark this fall. Since dark 
objects, fur and feathers absorb 
the sun's heat faster than light 
ones, it appeared to me that the 
coming winter would be cold. 

In the old days, Native Ameri- 
cans also kept an eye on their 
dogs, basically domesticated 
wolves, for an indicator of the 
coming winter, since they spent 
most of their time outside. 

Darker doggy coats, like the 
squirrels, predicted very cold 
weather. : 
‘Wolves usually shed their 

summer coats to grow in thick 
winter fur in mid-December, the 
Cold Moon. Early shedding also 
meant an early, cold winter. 

I haven't danced with wolves 
lately (or even polkaed with 
poodles), but both my beagle and 
my husky/shepherd had ex- 
tremely thick coats before Christ- 
mas. 

  
My ancestors knew that the 

deer also forecast the weather. 
They'll be out feeding heavily 

before a storm, then again right 
after it ends, and tend to congre- 
gate in the woods, where it's 
warmer, before heavy snows. 

Old-timers also relied on the 
wooly-bear caterpillars for winter 
forecasts, which 1 have never 
understood. Something about the 
pattern of their black and brown 
fur is supposed to predict cold 
snaps and storms. 

My first husband's grand- 
mother, whom Idearlyloved, liked 
to read the wooly bears, so late 
every summer I dutifully caught 
several for her. 

She always missed by a mile. 
My friend Rachael Fairchild 

recently told me that major 
‘weather changes around the times 
of the equinoxes or solstices are 
locked into weather patterns for 
the next three months. 

She noticed it. So did the guys 
from Accu-Weather, who do the 
“Weather World” show on WVIA- 
TV. 

The cold, snowy weather roared 
in right on schedule, around 
December 21, and hasn't let up 
since, Rachael said. It will proba- 
bly be with us until March 21, no 
matter what the groundhog says. 

Jackson Township road fore- 
man Rich Manta watches bees’ 
nests. If the nests are high off the 
ground, it means a snowy winter. 

“We won't have lots of snow 
this winter,” he said at a recent 
township supervisors’ meeting. 

“The bees’ nests are too close to 

the ground.” : 
~ Sorry, Rich. The bees lied. 
And Punxsatawny Phil will 

undoubtedly once again see his 
shadow in the glare of television 
spotlights, which we, digging out 
from the latest snowfall, will ac- 
cept as proof that there are six 
more weeks of wintry weather left. 

Trucksville UM Women's Pork Dinner Feb. 12 
The United Methodist Women of Trucksville will serve a family style 

Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on Saturday, Feb. 12, from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall of the Educational Building, on Church Road in 
Trucksville. 

The menu will be: roast pork, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, and 
~ gravy, mixed vegetables, homemade applesauce, rolls and butter, 
homemade apple or cherry pie, coffee, tea and fruit punch. 

Tickets are available from any UMW member or the church office at 
696-3897. The price is $6 for adults and $3 for children under 12 years 
of age. Seating is limited. There will be no takeouts. 

  

  

288-3500 
yo Mark Plaza, Edwardsville, Rt. 11 
  

586-6000 
Rts. 6 & 11, Clarks Summit 

N.E. Penna's Renowned Spot 
For Great Food & Entertainment 
Steaks « Chops + Seafood   

  

Over 100 Entrees 

Open for Lunch & Dinner 11:30 A.M. - 2 AM., 7 Days a Week 

  ENTERTAINMENT   
  

Fri., Feb. 4th 
Just Us   

Sat., Feb. 5th 
Dave & John         

  
POST PHOTO/GRACE R. DOVE 

MOTHER NATURE WAS HERE - Accumulated snow caused the 
roof over a truck storage shed at Commonwealth Telephone’s 
Route 309 warehouse to collapse onto two delivery trucks January 
28. Building supervisor Dan Schall said that the trucks sustained 
only minor damage. 

  Snow downs 
(continued from page 1) 

moved into the home at 45 North 
Lehigh Street only two months 
ago. 

“I only know her as Gail,” she 
said. “Her car is still in the garage. 
I hope she’s not under it.” 

A passing mailman provided 
her full name, Gail Kurtzer. 

Patrolman Frank Ziegler and 
officers from Dallas Borough and 
Dallas Township had first tried to 
look for her underneath the de- 
bris, but finally decided to ask 
road foreman Butch Chamber- 
lain to bring in a bucket loader to 
lift the fallen roof. 

Before Chamberlain could call 
in the equipment, Mrs. Kurtzer 
and her son, Jared, returned home 
from an errand. His car had been 
under the carport until they left. 

“We weren't even gone 15 min- 
utes,” Mrs. Kurtzer said. “I knew 
that the carport had problems 
and had called my insurance man 
about it this morning.” 

  

  

CJ Treasures 
Handcrafts 

Selected Artwork from: 

“New Crafters 
Always Welcome 

Located in Colony Court 
on RTE. 347, Justus 

2 miles from Clarks Summit 

Wed. thru Sat. 

586-3028         
Area's Finest Craftsmen | 

  

In addition to collapsing the 
carport, the weight of accumu- 
lated snow also warped the front 
of Kurtzer’s two-car garage, jam- 
ming the door shut, and bowed 
the roof of her back porch. 

Kurtzer said that she couldn't 
provide an estimate of the dam- 
age until her insurance man in- 
spected it. 

Shavertown assistant fire chief 
Tony Kaiser told her not to use the 
garage and the back porch until 
the snow was cleared from the 
roofs. 

He said that possibly the vibra- 
tion of the car leaving the carport 
caused it to come down. 

Despite the commotion the 
collapse caused, Kurtzer said that 
she was glad that Mary Ann Fries 
was concerned enough to call for 
help. 

“The best thing is that no one 
was hurt,” Ziegler said. “Everyone 
wins.” 

Make-up days   
(continued from page 1) 

the changes in the calendar be- 
fore we can present it to the board,” 
Wyecallis said. “So far, it looks like 
they'll okay it.” 

These holidays are built into 
their contract and will be resched- 
uled for the non-professional 
employees to take at another time, 
he said. 

Lake-Lehman 
Superintendent Dr. Nancy 

Davis said that two days of Easter 
vacation, April 5 and 6, will be 
makeup days. 

The school board will discuss 
using a teacher in-service day, 
February 18, and Presidents’ Day, 
February 21, as additional ma- 
keup days. 

“If we had to, we could use April 

1 (Good Friday) and 4 (Easter 
Monday) as additional makeup 
days,” Dr. Davis said. “I don't 
really want to do that because 
families may have already made 
special plans for the long week- 
end.” 

If the school board approves 
the two days in February as 
makeup days, graduation would 
probably be moved to June 17. 

“This is all tentative,” she said. 

“We don't know how the weather 
will be for the rest of the winter.” 

Both superintendents said that 
their districts are studying add- 
ing extra days to Easter vacation 
next year, tobe used as snow days 
if needed. 

  

road conditions. 

member municipalities. 

To cancel or dismiss? 
Decision-making starts at 5 a.m. 

Snow day, late start or early dismissal — how do school super- 
intendents decide what to do in case of severe weather? 

In the case of a possible late start, Lake-Lehman superinten- 
dent Dr. Nancy Davis gets a wake-up call between 4:30 and 5 a.m. 
from transportation coordinator Barbara Ross for an update on 

By that time, Ross already has dis- 
cussed road conditions with the dis- 
trict's bus contractors, the Pennsylva- 
nia Department of Transportation (Penn- 
DOT) and officials in the district's six 

Dallas superintendent Gerald Wycal- 
lis has a radio with a special weather 
frequency in his home to keep him informed of the latest winter - 
storm forecasts. He also stays in touch with the National Weather 
Service at Avoca and watches the Weather Channel. 

Wycallis also discusses road conditions around 5 a.m. on 

Students must 
complete 990 
school hours 

per year 

  
snowy mornings with oficials in the district's four member mu- 
nicipalities and bus contractors, who have checked them earlier. 

Both superintendents share information from neighboring 
Wyoming Area and Northwest school districts before deciding 
whether to call a delay or cancel school altogether. 

“A cancellation is always our last resort,” Dr. Davis said. 
In the case of a storm starting during the school day which may 

call for an early dismissal, the superintendents follow the same 
process to decide whether it's safer to send the students home 
early or wait until crews have had a chance to clear the roads. 

In order for the day to be credited by the state, the students 
must be in school half a day, Dr. Davis said. 

“As long as we complete a minimum 990 hours per school year, 
the state accepts it,” Wycallis said, noting that Dallas exceeds this 
requirement. .   
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ATTENTION 
GOLFERS 

Golf Instructions 
at my Indoor Range 

  

: Custom Clubs & 
The Repairs 

Excellent time to 
WICKER SHOP get grips replaced - 

at Fassetts a must for 
Furniture & Baskets better golf 

at great prices 
£93500 Sa 330400 | Call JOHN ANTOSH 

836-2546 [10 AM-5 PM 836-2546 
Downtown Tunkhannock |Evenings 6-9 836-2393       

  

Villa Roma 

wi Harveys Lake d no 1 
Enjoy Pizza, Pastas, Gourmet Salads, & Stromboli 
in our beautiful dining room overlooking the lake. 

(So beautiful you might want to take a swim) 
Closed Mon. & Tues. « Wed. - Sat. 4-11 PM. « Sun, 3-11 P.M. 

639-1818 For Take Outs 

Pizza & Pasta House, | 
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Security Systems 

CRIME FIGHTER $199* 
The system includes: 
Two door contacts detect entry 

INSTALLED 

Electronic motion detector helps detect movement inside your home and business. 
Interior alarm helps alert you to an intrusion. 
Electronic keypad unit arms, disarms, and controls your system. 
Window decals and yard sign warn intruders before they attempt a break-in. 
Central station monitoring provides 24-hour, 7-days-a-week protection at a cost of 
only $21.95 a month, or $19.95 a month with Master, Visa or Discover card payment. 
*Monitoring required. 
Free new System relocation if you move within five years. We will install an ADT 
Safewatch basic security system package, free. (Monthly monitoring required.) 

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

2 MONTHS FREE 
MONITORING SERVICE 

Mention this coupon when you call and present it at time of system installation. 
Offer good with new installations only. xpires 2/28/94 

ONLY ONE COUPON PER INSTALLATION Svetoms 
fn ta oa a st oh tn 

*Telephone jack required. ©ADT Security Systems 1993.   1-800-238-4636 

  

  
Mortgages Made 

EASY 
We understand that the 

confusion caused by 
mortgage options can be 
frightening. That's why 
Maryland National and Eric 
J. McCabe offers a stress- 
free solution: 

"Mortgages Made Easy" 

  

    
Eric J. McCabe 

MARYLAND NATIONAL 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION 
PHFA FHA «VA PURCHASING ‘REFINANCING 

CALL (717) 823-9714 TODAY! 

  

  

  

      

  

The Dallas Post | 
Published Wednesdays 

675-5211 
Fax: 675-3650 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612 
Shipping Address: 45 Main Road, Dallas PA 18612 

    

Rs | iN 
Classified Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 4 p.m. 

  

Display Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 4 p.m. 
(Friday at 4 p.m. if proof required) 
We have a variety of rates and programs to suit your advertising needs. 
The Dallas Post satisfies most co-op ad programs. 
Creative services at no charge. 

“Cove g 

  

Office hours: Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
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County, including Dallas, Kingston, Lehman and Jackson townships, Dallas 
Borough, Harveys Lake and the Dallas and Lake-Lehman school districts. We 
try to get to as many events as possible, but staff and space limitations make it 
impossible to cover everything. If you have news about your family, town or 
organization, please send it to us and we'll try to get it in. Photographs are 
welcome; we prefer black and white, but color will usually work. 
Corrections, clarifications: The Dallas Post will correct errors of fact or clarify 
any misunderstanding created by a story. Call 675-5211. 
Have a story idea? Please call, we'd like to hear about it. 
Letters: The Dallas Post prints all letters which have local interest. Send letters 
to: Editor, The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612. All letters must be 
signed and include a phone number at which we can reach the author. Deadline 
is Noon, Monday prior to publication. 
Want a photo that has appeared? We can provide prints of photos taken by 
cur staff. Prices: 5x7 - $5; 8x10 - $10. Call or stop by to order. 

    

Combination rates with The Abington Journal, Clarks Summit, available. 
We can produce your newsletter, flyer or newspaper. Call for quotes on 
typesetting, production and printing. 
  

’ Orders for subscrip ions received by Friday will begin the following week. See 
box at right for subscription prices. Local subsciptions should arrive 
Wednesdays. Please inform us of damage or delay. 

The Dallas Post usps 147-720) 
Published weekly by Bartsen Media, Inc. $18 per year in Luzerne and 
Wyoming counties (PA); $20 elsewhere in PA, NY or NJ; $22 all other 
states. Second-class postage paid at Dallas PA. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, 
Dallas PA 18612. 

© COPYRIGHT: Entire contents copyrighted. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced by any means without the express 
written consent of the publisher. 

   

    

  

I Complete and mail in this form, or call 675-5211 
QO Please enter a subscription to The Dallas Post 

I Name 
f 
I Mail Address 
i 
I City State___ Zip 
i | 
I Phone 

I RATES: 1 Year 2 Years 
Luzerne & Wyoming counties $18 $32 

I Other PA, NY or NJ 20 36 
I All Other States po 40 
i 
| Return completed form with payment to: 
i The Dallas Post 
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Dallas, PA 18612 RC 
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