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“an administrative oversight” and 
said that Nelligan's outburst was 
in poor taste, Nelligan shouted, 
“Is it in poor taste to expose a 
violation?” 

In a letter to the state Ethics 
Commission January 11, Gold 
wrote that she was contacting the 
commission “on behalfofthe Lake- 
Lehman Taxpayers’ Association” 
because Whipple hadn't filed the 
form with the district as of that 
date. 

She also sent a copy of the 
letter to the attorney general's 
office. 

The board had appointed 
Whipple December 7 to replace 
Dr. Martin McMahon, who had 
resigned after Gold challenged his 
eligibility to serve on the school 
board after he moved from Region 
III, where he had been elected, to 
Region II. 

“There's no substance to this,” 
added board member Dr. John 
Presper. “It was an administrative 
oversight which has been blown 
out of proportion to make it look 
like an ethics violation. If you 
have a problem, contact the Eth- 
ics Commission. What's the point 
of beating on us, harping on itand 
jumping up and down?” 

Board member Thomas Wil- 
liams said that this has happened 
before. Board members simply 
completed the form and served, 
with no problems. 

District solicitor Peter Savage 
had advised Whipple to abstain 
from voting on any business dur- 
ing the following school board 
meeting, until he could contact 
the state Ethics Commission on 
the matter. 

“This could be called a techni- 
cal violation, but there isn't any 
evidence of intentional wrongdo- 
ing,” he said January 17, after 

speaking with the Ethics Com- 
mission's chief legal counsel. 

“As far as I'm concerned, Mrs. 
Whipple didn't do anything wrong 
and may vote on school board 
issues, starting with the Febru- 
ary meeting.” 

Savage cited a smiliar Ethics 
Commission case in which two 
township officials had forgotten 
to file financial statements for eight 
years. When the commission was 
called in, the officials filed their 
forms for the years missed and 
didn’t face any penalties. 

Gold said that she called for 
Whipple's resignation because she 
didn't file the form as required 
and because she felt that 
Whipple's appointment had been 
“pushed through so fast.” 

“The board should have adver- 
tised that this position was open 
and calied for interested residents 
to contact them,” she later said. 
“They should have followed the 
process toinsure that there would 
be no favoritism, no game-play- 
ing.” 

Gold said that she didn't know 
anyone interested in filling the 
position. 

She added that the school board 
should set an example for the 
community and the students, to 
show that following the rules 
counts. 

“Honor is its own reward,” she 
said. 

Gold, Ed Kern and Allen Moss 
had voted against Whipple's ap- 
pointment at a special meeting 
December 7. 

She said that she would have 
taken the same action against 
any other board member. “I be- 
lieve that the powers that be would 
do the same to me,” she said. 

  

SKI TIP 

#14 
Sean O'Shea 

Q. Why are some ski poles 
more expensive? 

A. Better poles are lighter 
and easier to swing 
forward. Higher grade 
alloys give lightweight with 
high strength. It is very 
important to use the 
correct length. 

SKI TUNE-UP 
SPECIAL $12.00 

includes P-tex Repair, 
Edge Filing and Beveling, 

Stone Grinding, and Hot Wax 
LAYAWAYS ACCEPTED 
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Director's remarks irk PTAs 
By GRACE R. DOVE 
Post Staff 

New Lake-Lehman school board 
member Patricia Gold says she 
has nothing to apologize for in 
remarks which she made about 
the PTA during a recent interview 
published in The Times-Leader.. 

PTA members don't see it that 
way. 

School board members, PTA 
presidents and parents con- 
demned Gold at the January 11 
school board meeting for state- 
ments which she made during an 
interview, which appeared in the 
newspaper's December 29 edition. 

Calling PTA members “brain- 
washed to the powers that be” 
who enjoy a “preferred status,” 
Gold had told a reporter that the 
public schools have a caste sys- 
tem, in which “parents who follow 
the lead of district officials are in,” 
while parents who question the 
district are “out.” 

She also said that for five years 
she had been put off, “fluffed off 
and stonewalled” by schools which 
are “closed like rocks.” 

Calling Gold's statements to- 
tally inaccurate, board member 
Dr. John Presper said, “This was 
condescending and detrimtental 
to the parent-teacher organiza- 
tions. In my sixyears on the school 
board, I can't remember Mrs. Gold 
coming to me for any information 
that I didn't give her. The caste 
system exists only in the mind of 
the one making the statement.” 

Board member Elizabeth Sich- 
ler said that she also took offense 
at Gold's statements. 

“The PTA works long and hard 
for the children,” said JoAnn 
Presper, Dr. Presper’s wife and a 
former PTA member. “We aren't 
brainwashed, not an elite.” 

“You said that we misinter- 
preted your statement,” said Joyce 
Birt, a past PTA president at Lake- 
Noxen Elementary School. “How 
can we misinterpret it? These 
comments to the media were 
unfounded and insensitive. Com- 
ing from a school director, they 
are hurtful and offensive to alot of 
hard-working parents.” 

Lee Piatt said that the board's 
disunity on several issues con- 
cerned her. “We have a good board 

  

“Many parents work full-time and also 
help us out. There are always those who 

work and those who complain. She 
shouldn’t have thrown stones at us.” 

Evelyn Weaver 
Ross Township PTO president 

  

and a good district,” she said. 
“Please work together for the good 
of the district.” 
Tammy McMahon, whose hus- 

band, former school board presi- 
dent Dr. Martin McMahon, re- 
signed from the board in Novem- 
ber after Gold questioned his eli- 
gibility to serve because the fam- 
ily moved to a different region of 
the district, outlined what the 
Lehman-Jackson PTA has done 
for the students. 

The PTA works for all students, 
McMahon said. Fundraisers have 
paid for special assemblies, field 
trips, activities, the Reading is 
FUNdamental (RIF) program, 
audio-visual equipment, comput- 
ers and modern playground equip- 
ment. Its projects have earned it 
five state awards for excellence, 
she added. 

“I was especially offended that 
Gold selected our school sign for 
her photo opportunity,” McMa- 
hon continued. “I request that as 
my elected representative to the 
school board, Ms. Gold curb her 
use of the media to cause dissen- 
sion in the district.” 

Gold replied that she had posed 
for a photo in front of the Lehman- 
Jackson school's sign because the 
administrative offices are in that 
building. 

“What I had to say depicted my 
treatment as a parent,” she added. 
“I served many years as a PTA 
member when my children were 
in elementary school. I'm very 
outspoken - I don't apologize for 
that. I never intended to insult the 
PTA. I don't regret what I said, 
only that others misinterpreted 
i." 

She said that she had received 
“only one phone call” about the 
article, and that the person who 
approached her admitted that she 
hadn't read it. 

8.0600 3 "Ys"     o 
0800800 %%% 

C0)      
       

                                                                                                                                                
  

      E   TH 

   

  

     

    

DOUGH 
COMPANY 

(Near Rt. 309-415 intersection) 
675-7347 

Friday - Sunday Special 

LASAGNE$4} 9° 
Includes our Homemade Soup 

or Garden Fresh Salad 

Every Wednesday & Thursday - 

Ziti w/ Meatballs $2.%° 
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Timing is everything, they say. Why 

not two-time your investment with a 

Revolutionary CD from Franklin First? 

Deposit just S500 minimum and take 
home a promise of better things to 

We promise a most competitive return 

on your certificate of deposit. 

But We Promise Even More... 

If at any time over the initial two-year term 

of your CD rates go up, your rate can go 
up with them. 

So revolutionize your investment plans with the 

  

   

Debbie Miskalis disagreed. “I 
was the one who called Ms. Gold, 
and I know others who called her 
home and left messages on her 

answering machine or with her 
son,” she said. 

Ross Township PTO president 
Evelyn Weaver, who couldn't at- 
tend the meeting, said that possi- 
bly the Times Leader's reporter 
misquoted Gold. “That happens 
sometimes,” she said. “I know that 
Mrs. Gold is trying hard, but she 
should have checked all sides of 
the matter. As a school director, 
she should have ‘spoken to us 
directly. Her children aren't in 
elementary school any longer - 
she hasn't been exposed to the 
PTA for a long time.” 

Weaver added that Gold's 
comments didn't do justice to the 
district's parent volunteer groups. 

“Many parents work full-time 
and also help us out,” she said. 
“There are always those who work 
and those who complain. She 
shouldn't have thrown stones at 
us, 

Ross Township PTO's 137 paid 
members generated $6,000 profit 
from their latest fundraiser, which 
is all used in programs for the 
students, Weaver said. 

The only school board member 
to defend Gold was Allen Moss, 
who worked with her to found the 
Lake-Lehman Taxpayers’ Associa- 
tion. 

“The article did a community 
service in educating the public,” 
he said. 

* 

      

Ls Save on these famous quality brands: 

P Pennsylvania House, Henredon, Sherrill, Lane, Lexington, 
2 Stiffel, Karges, Union National, Highland House, Hickory Chair, 

Inquire at store. 

(Deposit of 25% required.)   
253-257 South Main Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 

dale] s [5H 

Richardson Brothers, Century ShowPlace, Bernhardt, 
Thayer Coggin, Lloyd/Flanders, Fabrica Carpet, MeadowCraft, 
Emerson Leather, Carsons, Karastan Carpet, and many more. 

90 days same as cash for qualified buyers. 
Town & Country Revolving Charge Accounts Available. 

*Offer available to qualified buyers on minimum purchase of $1,000. 

Teacher sues   
(continued from page 1) 

district's decision to send Peiffer 
back to the classroom, Houck said. 

The appeal has been filed with 
the Luzerne County Court of 
Common Pleas, which can either 
hold a hearing or simply review 
the case and give a decision, Houck 
said. 

The second part of the lawsuit, 
filed with the Pennsylvania Secre- 
tary of Education, asks that the 
secretary reverse the board's 
decision because it is “arbitrary 
and capricious.” 

“The board made an arbitrary 
decision and didn't base it on 
facts or the law,” Houck said. 

In both sections of the lawsuit, 
Peiffer is asking for reinstatement 
and back pay. 

According to PAESSP records, 
Peiffer is certified as an elemen- 
tary teacher, reading specialist 
and supervisor of reading, and 

Alumni event 

holds an administrative certifi- 
cate as an elementary principal. 

District solicitor Peter Savage 
said that Peiffer is currently earn- 
ing approximately $5,000 more 
and working 25 days less as a 
teacher than she did as federal 
funds coordinator. 

“She felt that she should have 
been allowed to fill elementary 
principal Charles James’ job while 
he was on sabbatical,” Savage 
said. 

“That position was filled by John 
Baranowski, in order to complete 
an internship required for an ele- 
mentary principal's certificate.” 

Savage said that Peiffer has 
filed two other lawsuits with the 
Human Relations Commission 
against the district, in which Peif- 
fer contends that she should have 
been allowed to fill James’ posi- 
tion and that the district denied it 
to her because of her gender. 

  
Enjoying a Gala Evening at the recent Immaculata College Alumnae 
Amethyst Ball held at the Conservatory at Longwood Gardens are 
from left, alumna Antoinette laquinto Makowski of West Chester, 
college director of development and alumna Jeanne Sullivan 
Francis and John Francis of Dallas. 

Town & Country's MID-WINTER SALE! 

i SAVE! 
NO PAYMENTS! NO INTEREST! For Six Months - 'Til Summer '94!* 

You'll save 20% to 50% and even more on fine quality furniture and accessories - 
bs living room, dining room, bedroom, bedding, casual and numerous 

other items at fabulous reductions. Even custom orders enjoy "sale" 
discounts of 20% to 40% off manufacturer's suggested list prices. 

  

Wilkes-Barre Scranton 
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FREE PARKING FREE DELIVERY CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE « DECORATOR SERVICE 

ACD with a rising rate? How revolutionary! 
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Penalty for early withdrawal. 

The 2-Year Revolutionary CD from Franklin First 

3.05" 3.60 
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD INTEREST RATE 

Rate hikes are not retroactive. APY accurate as of date of publication. 

\| 

  
  

When you open your account, we'll give you a 

coupon that entitles you to change the rate 

once during the term. Just stop by the bank if 
and when rates rise to your liking. We'll lock 

the new rate in through maturity. 

  

flexible, federally insured, Revolutionary CD. 

  

For the last word in banking 

See. lJ 

FRANKLIN FIRST 

BE Subsidiary of ONBANCorp, Inc. 

(717) 821-7100 * 1 800 262-1210 
MEMBER FDIC 

  

      

 


