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  As | was saying...     

By way of introduction 
‘By JACK HILSHER 

You are reading an introduc- 
tion to a series of new columns, 
written by a newcomer to the Back 
Mountain. We recently moved 
out here from Kingston (some will 
say to get away from higher taxes 
or another flood. Not so, it’s some- 
thing we wanted to do.) and judg- 
ing from how much we have en- 
joyed it so far, it's something we 
should have done a long time ago. 

2 Our valley is not exactly lack- 
ing in newspaper columns. Be- 
fore the S.I. went tummy up there 
were over two dozen. That's a lot 
considering how few papers we 
have. So to be of any use at all - 
to entertain, to teach, to make 
you think - a new column should 
be at the very least different from 
all those other twenty-something. 

*. This'one will try to be. We were 
told once to “write only about 
whatyou know.” And like, I would 
add. So you are going to read 
about my lifelong love for jazz and 
its diverse characters. You'llread 
about photography, and perhaps 

even some darkroom tips. About 
pets, and hobbies, outer space 
and all sorts of goodies, but no 
politics or school board fights. I 
leave that stuff to others. 

Should you wonder about my 
credentials for this job, well there 
has been some experience, how- 
ever I have always been fasci- 
nated by columnists and their 
products. So if I like them that 
much it certainly should improve 
my own. And it definitely is fun to . 
write and see your words in print. 

Obviously Iam not alone in this 
regard. When former LCCC prexy 
Tom Moran was asked to contrib- 
ute a column with subjects of his 
own choosing, he led off with 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me." I 
felt the same way when our editor 
invited me to sign on. 

Columnists are a strange breed. 
They - so to speak - expose their 
inner selves in public on a regular 
basis. Try as they might to be 
impersonal their true nature 
shines through every time. 

Franklin P. Adams probably 
was the first, or close to iit, in 1911 
with “The Conning Tower.” Then 

they showed up in droves: Hey- 

wood Broun, Westbrook Pegler, 
Walter Winchell (who invented 
gossip all by himself), Dorothy 
Thompson, “Odd” Mclntyre...the 
list is endless. Some became 
syndicated (in many papers) and 
attracted millions of readers. They 
were the first thing people turned 
to after reading the front page, 
and I'll be telling you more about 
all of them in the future. 

Naturally I don't presume to 
rank myself with those greats, 
but I did once have a reader who 
wrote in to say my column was the 
first thing he turned to after the 
obituary page! 

One must assume that reader 
was a senior citizen. Soam I. Our 
number incidentally is on the 
increase and some day we shall 
take over, but I don't mean to 
imply that I intend to appeal only 
to senior readers. 

Far from it, both beginning and 
seasoned yuppies should read this 
space also. After all, they will be 
seniors themselves some day. 

Stay tuned...I'll be right back. 
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Kids can 'Pig out on books" at the library 
By NANCY KOZEMCHAK 

» OnDecember 2, 1993, Florence 
Tremayne Crump will celebrate 
her 99th birthday. This genuine 
‘friend of the library’ has been my 
friend and mentor for the past 28 

I met her when she was 
working in the children’s library 
on Main Street, when I took my 
two boys in for library books. 

» 

| Twenty six years ago she told 
me the library needed a children’s 
librarian and wanted to recom- 
mend me for the position. I had 
never given it a thought to work- 
ing in a library; however, I have 
been doing it for the past 26 years. 
She is the one person I accepted 
criticism from when I mis-spelled 
a word or used a wrong word 
when doing my publicity through 
the years. 

Mrs. Crump is spending her 
time at the Meadows Nursing 
Center in Dallas in Room 204 
these days, and would love to re- 

ceive cards on her birthday from 
friends. Whenever I visit her, all I 
say is I'm Nancy from the library’ 
and she knows whol am and talks 
about the library and the chil- 
dren. Happy birthday, Mrs. 
Crump!! 

Children’s Book Week will be 
celebrated in 1993 from Novem- 
ber 15 through November 20. The 
theme at the Back Mountain Li- 
brary will be “Pig Out On Books”. 
A Pig Trivia Game will be to see 
how many questions about pigs 
each child can answer. A Truffle 
Hunt: In France pigs are used to 
sniff out truffles. Children will be 
asked to find as many truffles as 
they can in the library. 

During the week, as books are 
read, readers can ‘feed’ their re- 
cording forms to the Pig in the 
children’s room. How many books 
will our Pig eat in a week? Guess 
the answer to this on Saturday, 
Nov. 20. There is a bulletin board 
display near the children’s room 
and see the special pig things for 

Children’s Book Week. 

New books at the library: “Slow 
Waltz in Cedar Bend” by Robert 
James Waller is a haunting, intel- 
ligent story about a once-in-a- 
lifetime love, the kind that changes 
you forever. The first instant he 
saw her, something deep in his 
bones had whispered. “Thatone”. 
And Jellie Braden in her 40th 

year, had heard the voice, too. It 
was attraction at first sight; how- 
ever, it forced them to come to 
terms with their lives in ways they 
hadn't imagined. 

“Criminal Trespass” by Helen 
Hudson is the story of Rannee, a 
young black woman who grows 
up during the '30s in Simms 
Quarter, a tiny family community 
in the deep South, isolated from 
the white world around it. Vio- 
lence is kept at bay by the integ- 
rity and loyalty of the adults and 
their firm resolve never to tres- 
pass. Rannee’s happiest moments 
are spent with Uncle Floyd, who, 

, alone-has time to talk with her as 
she rocks beside him in her chair. 
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TABLES & CHAIRS 
#£40% OFF 

IN STOCK MERCHANDISE 10% OFF SPECIAL ORDERS SALE ENDS NOV. 30TH 

THE FURNITURE WORKSHOP 
Solid Wood Furniture — Country Accents 

115 W. Center Hill Rd., Dallas 675-5288 |g®\ d 
OPEN TUES. THRU SAT. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

UARN & CRATJFTS 

 WARTROUSE 
SALt 

FRIDAY, NOU. 26 then DEC. 5 

Savings Of 

407. - §O/. OFF 

ALL SALES TINASL 

Sale Lotation: Vacant Store By Hills 
(Old Pet Express) 

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sunday 12-5 

  

NEEDLEWORK CRAFTS 
  

325-4888   

Historical Society to note 100th year 
The Wyoming Historical and 

Geological Society announces the 
opening of an exhibit celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of their 
museum, Sunday, Nov. 21 from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. 

The exhibit features 100 arti- 
facts from the Society's collec- 
tions. “The 100th anniversary 
provided us with an opportunity 
to display some of the strange and 
wonderful treasures that are 
normally locked away in storage,” 

according to Richard Stanislaus, 
Curator. “In the course of fulfill- 
ing its mission, to collect, pre- 
serve and interpret the history of 
Wyoming Valley and Luzerne 
County for the past 140 years, the 
Society has collected over 60,000 
objects,” he added. 

The Wyoming Historical and 
Geographical Society, one of the 
oldest historical organizations in 
the nation, was founded in 1858. 
The museum building, designed 

by architct A.H. Kipp, was built in 
1893 through the generosity of 
Isaac S. Osterhout, who provided 
for both the public library and the 
Historical Society in his will. 

The museum is open to the 
public free of charge Tuesday 
through Friday, noon to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Guided school and group tours 
may be arranged by appointment. 
For additional information, please 
contact the Society at 823-6244. 
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Mini-Mounts coach thanks team supporters 
" The Dallas Mini-Mounts C- 
Team would like to thank all the 
people involved with this season. 

Despite ending the season with 
two ties, thus eliminating C- 
Team's chances of making it to 
the playoffs, C-Team players fin- 
ished the season in third place. 
Team work was the key element 

for our success. 
The Dallas Mini-Mounts would 

especially like to thank the Dallas 
School District for the use of their 
fields and parking lots; for our 1st 
annual “Let's Kick Off the Foot- 
ball Season Carnival.” 

We would also like to thank all 
the people who helped with bake 
sales, mug sales, umbrella sales, 

candy sales and also our Super 
Bowl ticket booths all of which 
helped in purchasing new equip- 
ment for our players and cheer- 
leaders. 

And last but not least, we'd like 
to thank the fans who supported 
us throughout the season. 

Ed Gryskevicz 
Asst. Coach 

Reese family grateful for support, kindness 
Editor, 
We would like to thank all of 

the members of the community 
who have offered their love and 
support during the loss of our 
daughter, Wendy, and through- 
out her lengthy illness. 

We are truly grateful for all of 
the expressions of kindness shown 

  

to our family - the prayers, cards, 
visits, phone calls, gifts, and 
memorial contributions. 

We appreciate the many indi- 
viduals in the community and 
from the local schools, churches, 
organizations, and businesses 
who have offered their time and 
talents to organize or particpate 
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LOG CARRIERS & 
FIREPLACE GLOVES 

=       

ISTMAS GIFT IDEAS 
CAST IRON 
KETTLES 

= TRIVET Sq 

   
   

in the various fund-raising events 
over the past two years. 

Please know that we will be 
forever grateful to all those who 
have helped us through this most 
difficult time. 

Thomas and Jennifer Reese 

Dallas. 

  

     
    

   
  

   
BROOMS ,       

PORCELAIN ENAMEL 
CAST :1ON STEAMERS 

“Back to Basics!” 
A Unique Fireplace & Stove Shoppe * x= 

DALLAS, PA 675-2266 
Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:30 p.m.; Fri. til 7 p.m.; Sun. 12-4 
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FIREPROOF 
HEARTH CARPETS 

    

        

      

   

  

Image 833 
Electronic monitor, keeps 
time, shows calories and 

keeps pace. 
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EXCELLEN 

Dual Action Stepper 
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KUC'S FITNESS 
STORE 

is proud to announce . . . 

Image Aerobic & 
Weight Equipment 

T QUALITY 

Image 510 
Home > Gym 

Complete workett, no cable 
changes-exercise chart 

included. 

310 LB. OLYMPIC SET $169% 
548 E. NORTHAMPTON ST., WILKES-BARRE 

(717) 823-6994 
HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 10-8; Tues.-Wed.-Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-4; Sun. 12-4 

    "FINANCING AVAILABLE" 

   

  

         

      

     

  

Image 516 
Home Gym 

Provides complete workout, 
no cable changes, complete 

adjustability! 

  

     
       

       

   

   


