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  A. Case for conservation 
    

Some forest fires help preserve the ecosystem 
By ALENE N. CASE 

When I was growing up in the 
. mountains of North Carolina, I 
was always amazed that my fa- 
ther knew when there was a forest 
fire. His keen nose could distin- 
guish a forest fire from other things 
that might be burning like gar- 

. bage, brush, or houses. We lived 
- next door to the fire warden for 
_ our county and sometimes he 

- 

would come to get my father to 
. help fight fires on the steep slopes 

_ near Mt. Mitchell. 

were caused by people. 

We were taught that fires were 
harmful. Most fires in that area 

Some 

were intentionally set. Most were 
accidental. 

! car windows. 

Many began near 
roads where careless smokers 
threw cigarettes or matches out of 

Fire fighting was 
: dangerous, difficult work, espe- 

- cially at night. Usually the crews 
would cut a “fire break” on each 
side of the blaze and pray that the 
fire would stop at the top of the 
mountain. The scars left by fire 
were obvious for decades after- 
ward. Often, plants did not re- 
turn quickly enough to prevent 
the soil from washing down the 
steep slopes. 

Perhaps all of this remains true 
for the forests of western North 

' Carolina. 
. realize that fire is not the enemy of 

a 

But, I have come to 

many ecosystems. It is some- 
times necessary for the mainte- 

nance of a system. And, some- 
times smaller, cooler fires are 
necessary to prevent destructive 

wildfires. Let's consider a few 
examples. 

The coastal plain of North 
Carolina is covered by pine forest. 
Periodic fire is an absolutely nec- 
essary component of this ecosys- 
tem. Fires are often started by 
lightning and spread along the 
ground, burning the needles 
under the trees. The mature trees 
are not easily burned. But, seed- 
lings of oak and other hardwood 
trees are killed by the heat. If 
allowed to grow, oaks would shade 
out the pines and an entirely dil- 
ferent type of forest would de- 
velop. Plants that depend on the 
existence of the pine forest - such 
as therare Venus's flytrap - would 
disappear. 

The pine barrens of New Jersey 
are perhaps more familiar to you. 
Fire is even more important here 
because Jack pine (the dominant 
species) will not reproduce unless 

it is subjected to fire. The cones 
do not open to release seeds un- 
less they are heated to at least 
116°F. Often the cones remain 
tightly closed on the tree branches 
for twenty years or more. Fre- 

quent fires also release nutrients 
which can then be recylced by the 

pines and other plants growing in 
sandy nutrient-poor soils. 

Perhaps you have visited alarge 
swamp such as the Okefenokee 
on the border of Georgia and Flor- 
ida. It seems strange that fire 
would be a natural component of 
sucha wet system, but itis. Small 
fires set by lightning burn the 
grass and shrubs periodically so 
that this fuel does not accumu- 
late and cause more destructive 
“crown” fires. Sometimes fires 
are very hot in a local area and a 
depression is burned into the 
organic layer of the swamp. These 
depressions soon fill with water 
and become home to alligators, 
fish, and other animals and plants 
that we associate with a swamp. 

The Yellowstone fires of the 
summer of 1988 created a great 

deal of debate among park man- 
agers, foresters, and professional 
ecologists. The forests of the West 
have been primed for such 
firestorms because of the rigor- 
ous fire suppression of the past 
100 years. Most fires have been 
extinguished as soon as possible 
after they were discovered. This 
policy has allowed an unnatural 
collection of dry material in the 
forests. Some forest managers 
were changing this policy as early 
as the 1970s. They were instead 
intentionally allowing small fires 
to burn themselves out and often 

using “prescribed” burns to re- 
duce excess fuel in the forests. 
Prescribed burns are ones that 
are intentionally set and controlled 
by forest managers. 

Yellowstone is an excellent 
example of good intensions creat- 
ing big problems for ecosystems. 
Suppression of fires not only 
contributed to the possibility of a 
more destructive fire, but it also 
changed the very landscape which 
we were trying to preserve. Aspen 
and willows colonize areas which 
have burned. These trees provide 
habitat for elk and beaver. Bea- 
vers build dams which create 
habitat for birds, trout, and 
aquatic plants. Evergreen were 
displacing many of these habitats 
before the big fire came. 

We need to be aware of the 
natural interactions between fire 
and our surroundings. Certainly, 
we should never be careless with 
fire. But, just as certainly, we 
should respect fire as a necessary 
component of our environment. 
Consider the words of George 
Wuerthner in Yellowstone and the 
Fires of Change: “because of the 
dynamic nature of a living land- 
scape, we cannot preserve it in 

the same manner as we might 
preserve a building, rather, pres- 
ervation requires 

change... Wildfires cannot destroy 
Yellowstone; misguided attempts 
to suppress all fires can.” 

  

J W.J.       

Looting the 
‘By J.W. JOHNSON 

With continued trade and 
‘budget deficits, the economic 

“= emergence of Pacific Rim coun- 
) tries (in addition to Japan), emer- 
+ gence of the European Economic 

& 

BY 

i 

Community and a declining trust 
in our financial institutions from 
politicians lining their own politi- 
cal and personal coffers, the 
United States is facing the real 
prospect of becoming a second 
rate, perhaps third world eco- 
nomic entity in the next century. 

Agreed...U.S. per capitaincome 
‘is the highest in the world, ex- 
‘ceeding $18,000 per year. But 
‘that ‘measurement ‘is deceiving 
"upon also learning that more than 

I'd 

50 percent of our citizens get some 

form of government assistance: in 
"short, with government establish- 
ing policies that filter economic 

© activity through least common 
je 
denominator sieves, i.e. quota 

‘systems for employment, govern- 

“ment, not private industry, is the 
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' prime economic force in our na- 

- tion today. 

~~ We call ours a representative 
democracy. Some 200 years ago, 
British historian, Prof. Alexander 
Tyler commented: 

“A democracy cannot exist as a 

permanent form of government. 
. It can only exist until the voters 
discover that they can vote them- 
selves largesse from the public 
treasury. From that moment on, 
the majority always votes for the 
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national treasury leads to no good 
candidates promising the most 
benefits from the public treasury 
with the result that a democracy 
always collapses over loose fiscal 
policy, always followed by a dicta- 
torship.” 

Frightening, yes. But are we 
not, in fact, headed down that 
path? 

Many reasons stand as harbin- 
ger's of our likely 21st Century 
economic fate, including: 

—The loss of ethics in busi- 
ness. 

—The growth of a legal system 
which encourages circumvention 
of, rather than respect for the law. 

—A morally and otherwise 
_bankrupt labor union movement. 

But perhaps the single most 
important ingredient now miss- 
ing from this economic soup is 
that we have forgotten one simple 
rule: Acquire new customers, and 
then treat each of them as if they 
were the only customer we had. 

Instead we get various jobs 
programs (like the Job Training 
and Partnership Act, whose pro- 
genitor was the CETA program). 

As such, now no longer do we 
have just individuals in commu- 
nities living off the public treas- 
ury. Through the collective rea- 
soning of the liberals, we have 
entire communities in this nation 
inexorably immersed in this quasi- 
welfare mess. 

Those same liberals argue that 
government has a responsibility 
to step in when the private sector 

cannot provide necessary employ- 
ment. 

Rubbish! 
Beyond the reasons already 

cited above, another major rea- 
son why the private sector now 
has difficulty in creating and 
providing employment, rests in 
the very foundation of liberal 
persuasion... the liberal obsces- 
sion with protecting us from our- 
selves through regulation. 

What's ironic is that the liber- 
als, in establishing support for 
more government spending and 
more regulation, will point to the 
strangling economy and use the 
result of the very concoction they 
created, as grass fo mow and sow 
in campaign rhetoric. 

But what is wrong with spend- 
ing no more than you earn, the 
law of supply and demand, and 
an honest dollar for an honest 
day's work...all ideas now tortured 
by the notion of “entitlements” for 
citizens. Those who subscribe to 
the entitlements notion must be 
reading a different constitution. 
Mine reads that we have a prom- 
ise of the pursuit of happiness; 
nowhere does it suggest the guar- 
antee of happiness. 

And perhaps more to the 
point...if we were to simply stop 

the rate of growth of all current 
entitlement programs at their 
present levels, the entire federal 
deficit would be eliminated by the 
year 1997. 

Fat chance, though. And that 

because the liberals lump those 
who advocate sound fiscal policy 
with those who advocate social 
repression...which is another way 
of saying that any criticism of a 
taxpayer funded program which 
gives money to blacks, for ex- 
ample, will automatically insure 
that you will be called a racist. 
Therefore this society, where now 
everyone is a ‘victim’, with his or 
her own personal lobby to make 
that point clear, continues to 
nurture the erroneous belief that 
money, especially money coming 
from someone else’s pocket, will 
cure anything. This intellectual 
lumping serves a single purpose: 
.To elicit an emotional reaction 
from the so-called socially re- 
pressed, thus insuring liberal re- 
election. 

..."loose fiscal policy, always 
followed by a dictatorship,” ob- 
served Prof. Tyler. 

And of course, the dictator- 
ships that we've had over the past 
15 years have been dictatorships 
ofthe extremes...the extreme right 
from Nixon and leading up to 
Bush, and now the extreme left 
beginning with Clinton. 

And if those in the middle who 
are left confused about their role 
in governing themselves, wonder- 
ing where it is they're going to get 
the money to continue funding 
those extremes, and as they 
struggle just to survive, wonder- 
ing just what the hell went wrong 
with the American economic 
dream. 

Harveys Lake girl crowned Little Princess '93 
Adrienne Dragon, the seven 

year old daughter of Matthew and 
Deborah Dragon of Harveys Lake, 
was crowned the 1993 Luzerne 
County Little Princess. 

Adrienne competed in the 6 to 
9 year old division on September 
12th, 1993, “Family Day at the 
Luzerne County Fair.” The con- 

testants were judged on appear- 

ance, poise, and personality. 

Adrienne attends Lake-Noxen 
Elementary School, where she is 
in the second grade. 

  
  

WANTED 
TO BUY 
Silver Coins « Silver Dollars + Clad Halves 
Gold & Silver Jewelry Precious Metals 

Gold Eagles + Gold Maple Leafs 

Now Selling the Finest Quality 
Gold & Silver Jewelry 

  

COINS & JEWELRY 
18 Church Street 

Dallas, Pennsylvania 
Next to CVS (formerly Rea & Derrick) 

Phone 675-5872 
Daily 10-5, Thursday & Friday 10-8:30, Saturday 10-5 

| VISA" | 
—_—     

  

  

UPCOMING GOLF EVENTS AT 
FOUR SEASONS GOLF CLUB 

EXETER, PA ¢ 655-8869 
* * NEW * *% 

Play the “Skins Games” just like the pros. Play 
with our PGA Pro Rich Rydzewski, each Saturday. 
and Sunday starting in October. Lots of ways to 4 

  

win. Call Pro Shop at 655-8869 to have your name 
placed on the list to be contacted each week with 
the times and details. $20.00 per person. 

SCOTCH TWO-SOMES “DATE NIGHT" 
(both drive, pick best drive, alternate shots until ball is in hole) 

Saturday, October 16th, 1:00 P.M. Shotgun Start 
on the front nine holes. $29.50 per person 

includes 18 holes, motorcart, prizes, beverages, 
Man/Woman Your choice of a steak or shrimp scampi dinner, 

Teams and entertainment. 

CAPTAIN & CREW TOURNEY 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24TH 

Call for tee times, starting at 8:00 A.M. 
$23.00 per person includes: 
golf, prizes, meal, beverages. 

TURKEY SHOOT TOURNAMENTS b, 

  

  

  

ji Saturday & Sunday, November 20th & 21st, 
@ Tee times starting at 9:00 A.M. $23.00 per % 

ea person includes 18 holes, meal, beverages, 
%? Captain & Crew 

Format 
and ALL TURKEY PRIZES. 

Win your Thanksgiving Dinner!! iL   
  

HAIRCUT 
Aways $12 

315 101 DODDS od 0] 

malcolm 
HAIRCUTTERS 
Family Hair Care Centers 

NO APPOINTMENTS 
OPEN 7 DAYS & NIGHTS ! 
KIDS CUTS (Under 10) 

WWI/AGE We useand onarare IMAGE Professional 

Dry $6.00 
w/Shampoo $8.00 

Haneare Products, 

NEWLY DESIGNED ! 

    
  

  

   

  

    

  

Country Club Keep your Summer Tan! Luzerne 
Shepping Center NEW TANNING Shopping Center 
DALLAS SALON! LUZERNE 
675-8400 6 Visits for $18. 283-2003 
      

ET ee su stmt mi fof ml pe epee eff omer 
| AUTUMN JUMPING CURLS 11 ADULT HAIRCUT 
I PERM SPECIAL" SPECIAL ! 
   

  

ONLY 29 : 
‘Receive a FREE £30 $50. ONLY 3 1 1 0 

Gift Pack containing 2 cz. Pallas& = [ } Y 

  
Mab Care Contors 

Includes Fees, Cut, Blow Dry, Curling Iron, 
&S; ousse & Spray 

With this coupons Adults Only 
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 10-30-93 

L PRESENT COUPONS PRIOR TO SERVICE. 
EE SSE mn 

I Jumping Curl 3: with MaiRcuTTiag 
this Coupon. 8. 50 VALUE. Pod y Hae Caro Covtore 

|] Includes Shampoo, Cut, Styling, Perm & Blow Dry 
With this coupons Long hear extra 

I Not valid with other offers. Exp. 10-30-93 
PRESENT COUPONS PRIOR TO SERVICE. IE optighl cial lil pie 

| 
I 
I 

Sharmpoo, Conditioner and malolmy I 

I 
I 
I 
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Home Mortg in They Coul 
Now, with just a 5% down payment, Franklin First can 
help you buy your home and finance any needed 

renovations. We adjust our income requirements to 

reflect the number of people in your family. We'll 

. even allow you to count on money given to you as a 

gift to meet the low 5% down payment. 

RY 

> Lower Rates and Fees! 
~._ M 5% down payment requirement, 

allowing up to 2” as a gift 

BM 30-year, fixed rate loan at a 
reduced interest rate 

HB Reduced loan origination fee 

BM S50 off the document preparation fee 

HB Reduced fee to lock-in today’s great rate 

s for People Who Thought 
't Afford a Home 

It’s a Buyer’s Market! 
Interest rates and home prices are more 
affordable than they have been in years. If 

you qualify for the Franklin First Helping Hand 
Homebuyer program, you can spend up to 

$85,000 for your new home, including 
renovations. So if you thought you didn’t 

make enough to buy a home...think again — 

and see Franklin First. 

Call any of our offices toll-free: 1 800 262-1210, 

or ask your realtor about Franklin First's Helping 
Hand Homebuyer program. Then, let's shake on 

a deal. 

For the last word in banking 

See... 

FRANKLIN FIRST 

Subsidiary of ONBANCorp, Inc. 

  
  

MEMBER FDIC = Equal Housing Lender 

  

   


