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Smart ways to trim the cost of an 'average' wedding 
In today’s economy, with cou- 

ples facing potential layoffs and 
prohibitive housing costs, the tra- 
ditional wedding with all the trim- 
mings is becoming more and more 
of a luxury. 

Many are wondering whether 
the $16,000 Bride’s magazine re- 
ports as the average wedding cost 
wouldn't be better spent else- 
where — on the down payment of 
a house or car, on education, furni- 

ture or bills. The good news is that 
significance now is taking prece- 
dence over appearance. 

“The first thing couples must do 
is set a budget and then prioritize 
which parts of the wedding are 
most important to them: the dress, 
‘the ceremony, reception, honey- 
moon, rehearsal dinner,” says 
Bride’s merchandising editor, 
‘Beth Adamich. 

More and more parents are 
sharing wedding expenses, tradi- 
tionally the bride's parents’ re- 
sponsibility. In some cases the 
couple and their parents split the 
cost three ways. (Brides should 
never ask the groom’s parents for 
help, though. “That’s tacky,” says 
Adamich. The groom should do the 
asking.) 

Couples with little jor no re- 
sources are financing the wedding 
with a personal loan, which also 
establishes credit. When parents 
or relatives live a distance from 
each other, a progressive wedding 
may be the answer. A movable 
feast with friends and family host- 

ing teas, cocktail parties, dinners 
or barbecues surrounding the wed- 
ding ceremony could last from 
Thursday through the weekend. 

Of the $30 billion in retail sales 
generated by the marriage mar- 
ket, about half is spent on the wed- 
ding apparel, invitations, flowers, 
reception, photos and gifts. Of this 
figure, the reception is by far the 
biggest expense, averaging $5,900. 

In planning a wedding, couples 
can save a bundle by planning a 
noon wedding followed by a light 
lunch. Even better, an early after- 

noon ceremony ensures they don’t 
have to serve a meal at the recep- 
tion. Punch or champagne and 
hors d'oeuvres or a high tea fol- 
lowed by a cake are perfectly ac- 
ceptable. But if the ceremony is at 
5 or 6 p.m., guests will be hungry 
and dinner is in order. 

Often a couple’s favorite restau- 
rant will provide catering at con- 
siderably less than established ca- 
terers. If using a restaurant for 
the reception, look for one that 
doesn’t insist on supplying the al- 
coholic beverages. You can save a 
substantial sum by buying them at 
wholesale or discount prices. 
Costs can be cut by serving beer 
and wine rather than offering an 
open bar. 

“But definitely don’t ask guests 
to pay for their own drinks. You 
don’t want people to think you are 
skimping,” Adamich says. 

Choosing creative locations can 
cut down on expenses, too. Instead 

a 
  

      

  

  

  
If you're getting married soon, register your gift preferences at Stroud’s 
and receive a Free Bridal Planner, Free Engraving, Free Shower Card 
Inserts, Extra Discounts on Wedding Bands and a Free Gift! 

Strouds 
Jewelers & Distributors 

WILKES-BARRE * HAZLETON STROUDSBURG 
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 10-9; Sun. 12-5 

  

    

MEMBER NATIONAL BRIDAL SERVICE: 
    

of a candlelight church wedding 
with hotel ballroom reception, 
how about an evening ceremony 
on the beach, in a park or at a 

friend’s or relative’s home? 
Marriage consultant Dante An- 

gelos offers a list of 20 to 95 loca- 
tions adapted specifically to the 
bride’s budget and wedding theme. 

“We are sort of the Ralph Na- 
ders of the wedding industry,” 
says Angelos. “Many brides are 
not aware that just one hour with 
a bridal consultant (for an aver- 
age of $35) can save them thou- 
sands of dollars by setting up a 
budget that is realistic. It is a fal- 
lacy that consultants will take 
control. We already have done the 
research and have lists of re- 

sources for every kind of wed- 
ding.” 

She emphasized that brides 
should allow themselves plenty of 
lead time so they don’t feel pres- 
sured into making hasty decisions. 

“We try to take the emotion out 
of planning a wedding but main- 
tain the joy. Every bride really de- 
serves to be a princess,” Angelos 
says. 

Consultants often work with 
busy working women or out-of- 
town brides and their mothers, 
faxing them duplicates of sugges- 
tions or information. They also 
can help read and clarify catering 
contracts to avoid surprises later. 

Some couples are cutting costs 
by using ethnic themes, from 

South Seas luaus with bongo 
drums and hula dancers at the 
beach to a Celtic-Catholic wed- 
ding featuring a candlelit proces- 
sion through a forest, accompa- 

= QUILT 

Custom orders for new quilts 

+ Christening Gowns 

Gift Certificates Available 

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10-5     

RACQUEL quits 
Antique Quilts for the Collector 

* Quilts - handmade in U.S.A - No imports 

« Victorian Country Linens and Laces 
Antique Sewing collectibles « Doll Beds - All sizes 

Thimbles ¢ Pin Cushions * Sewing Baskets 

183 N. Main St., Shavertown, PA 

nied by church bells and Celtic 
hymns. 

For an informal wedding, invi- 

tations needn’t be engraved. 

  

675-0914 

L
G
 

B
m
 

a 
a 

a 
a 

a 
on

 
= 

a 
_
&
 

_ 
8 

p
—
     En ms en em ee Gs Se GE GE Gems Gms ees Shun wm em   

  

mary ann nichols 586-4721 
  

  
a wedding planner 

  
  

   
    

      

       

  

      

  

   
      

      
    

    

Pictorial Wedding Stories 
Skilled Professional Photographers 

Serving Wyoming Valley For Overy 40 years 
138 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 

824-0906 

    

Photographs 
* All Kodak products 
* Printed in our lab with 

the latest in computerized 
processing equipment 

Albums 
* Library or perma bound 
* Only the finest 

  

   

  

  

    

THE GEORGE TARASEX 

ORCHESTRA "TO 

  
‘Now Booking For '94 

* Music For All Occassions 
* Big Band Sounds * Dance Music 
% Music of the 40's % 50's and 60's 

Also - All Types of Ethnic Music 
For More Information Phone 654-4606 * 823-3458     

Thinking of You 
Cards and Gifts 

  

  

    

      
* Custom Designed Marriage Certificate 

Free Gift for bride with $10.00 or more purchase 
United Penn Plaza, Kingston 283-5433 
Hours M-T-W-F 11-6 Th 11-8 Sat. 10-5 : 

| Wedding Accessories 
Unity and Invitation Candles 
Stemware 
Cake Knife and Server 
Keepsake Bag 

.Ringbearer's Pillow 8 
Guest Book 
Video Cassette Holder J 
Porcelain Figurines p     

U.S. TUXEDO 
AT GENETTI'S WILKES-BARRE 

2 FREE 
Tuxedo 
Rentals 

and 
Ringbearer's Tux 

ST $39.00 

Limit one coupon per wedding Party of 6 or more. 

% Area's Largest Selection - Over 250 Styles 
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COINS & JEWELRY 
18 Church Street 

oF EEN LT STUET TF 
Next to CVS (formetly Rea & Derrick) 

  
  

   

    

PHONE 675-5872 
HOURS: 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat., 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Thurs. & Fri. : 

10 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. E>     
    

 


