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In 
1947, 

B
a
c
k
 
M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
 

library 
w
a
s
 

'unique’ 
Editors’ 

Note: 
This 

article 
is 

reprinted 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
April, 

1
9
4
7
 

issue 
of 

the 
Wilson 

Library 
Bulletin. 

The 
author 

w
a
s
 

librarian 
of the 

Hoyt 
Library 

in 
K
i
n
g
s
t
o
n
 

at 
the 

time. 

By 
F
R
A
N
C
E
S
 
D
O
R
R
A
N
C
E
 

The 
m
o
n
t
h
 

of 
October 

marked 
the 

successful 
completion 

of the 
first yearin 

a 
u
n
i
q
u
e
 

regional 
library 

project 
in 

Pennsylvania. 
The 

development 
of 

the 
project 

will be 
of interest 

to m
a
n
y
 
librarians 

as 
an 

e
x
a
m
p
l
e
 

of 
local 

interest 
p
u
s
h
e
d
 

by 

enthusiastic 
work. 

Back 
of the 

western 
barrier 

mountains 
of 

the 
W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Valley 
in 

Pennsylvania, 
lies 

a 
wide 

agricultural 
area 

of 
high 

hills, 
winding 

valleys, 
and 

broad 
fields, 

with 
scattered 

wood 
lots. 

Living 
on 

this 
land 

is 
atypical 

rural 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 
population, 

w
h
o
s
e
 

ancestors, 
some 

several 
generations 

back, 
settled 

in 
this 

promising 
country. 

The 
tide 

of mining 
stopped 

in 
the 

coal 
fields 

of the 
“valley,” 

so 
that 

only 
a few 

recently 
arrived 

families 
and 

practically 
no 

industries 
as 

yet, 
have 

penetrated 
the 

region. 
This, 

perhaps, 
gives 

a more 
h
o
m
o
g
e
n
e
o
u
s
 

point 
of 

view 
than 

is 
to 

be 
found 

in 
m
a
n
y
 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
i
e
s
.
 

It 
certainly 

a
c
c
o
u
n
t
s
 

for 
the 

enthusiastic 
reception 

of 
‘the 

regional 
library 

idea 
w
h
e
n
 

it 
was 

suggested. 
The 

suggestion 
was 

made 
in 

September 
1944 

by 
the 

Dallas, 
Pennsylvania, 

Rotary 
Club, 

whose 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
h
i
p
 

is representative 
of 

the 
entire 

Back 
Mountain 

region. 
To 

them 
it 

was 
strange 

that 
so 

populous 
an 

area 
had 

no 
library. 

Rotary, 
as 

a 
service 

club ‘cooperating 
with 

existing 
agencies, 

can 
p
r
o
m
o
t
e
 

others. 
Accordingly, 

a 
- 
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

w
a
s
 

a
p
p
o
i
n
t
e
d
 

to 
s
o
u
n
d
 

out 
regional 

interest 
and 

report 
on 

a 
suitable 

site. 
In 

N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r
 

a 
m
e
e
t
i
n
g
 

of 
representatives 

ofall 
the 

local organizations 
w
a
s
 

held, 
at 

w
h
i
c
h
 
enthusiastic 

approval 
w
a
s
 

expressed. 
W
e
e
k
l
y
 

m
e
e
t
i
n
g
s
 

were 
held 

until 
plans 

had 
been 

perfected 
and 

the 
necessary 

funds 
collected. 

The 
n
a
m
e
 

chosen 
for the 

library, 
“The 

Back 
Mountain 

Memorial 
Library, 

a 
:perpetual, 

living 
memorial 

to 
the 

Back 
Mountain 

men 
and 

w
o
m
e
n
 

who 
have 

served 
in 

all 
wars 

to 
preserve 

the 
American 

idea,” 
coming 

in 
the 

midst 
of 

the 
war 

was 
a 

stimulus 
to 

response. 
Fortunately 

it was 
possible 

to 
secure 

a 
large 

old 
residence, 

vacant 
for several 

years; 
the 

absentee 
heirs 

were 
willing to contribute 

$
6
0
0
 

of the 
price 

to 
be 

used 
for 

e
q
u
i
p
m
e
n
t
 

in 
m
e
m
o
r
y
 

of 
the 

family. 
The 

Dallas 
W
o
m
a
n
'
s
 
Club 

made 
a house- 

to-house 
survey 

in 
most 

of 
the 

eleven 
municipalities 

to be 
served. 

Through 
their 

help 
and 

c
o
o
p
e
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
m
a
n
y
 
R
o
t
a
r
i
a
n
s
 

and 
other 

individuals, 
over 

$13,000 
was 

raised 
- enough 

to 
purchase 

the 
property, 

P
O
S
T
 
P
H
O
T
O
/
G
R
A
C
E
 

R. 
D
O
V
E
 

S
n
u
g
g
l
i
n
g
 
up 

Antiques 
committee 

co-chairman 
Julie 

S
a
v
a
g
e
 
shows 

off 
s
o
m
e
 

of 
the 

snuggly 
stuffed 

animals 
made 

from 
antique 

chenille 
bedspreads 

which 
will 

be 
sold 

across 
the 

block. 

pr 
 
 

All 
articles 

in 
this 

section 
w
e
r
e
 
w
r
i
t
t
e
n
 

by 
Grace 

R. 
Dove 

 
 

  

remodel 
the 

building, 
partially 

equip 
it, 

and 
hire 

a 
librarian. 

The 
Extension 

Division 
of 

the 
State 

Library, 
consulted 

as 
to 

the 
possibility, 

b
e
c
a
m
e
 
m
u
c
h
 

interested 
in 

this, 
the 

first 
“regional” 

library 
project 

in 
Pennsylvania. 

Prohibited 
by law 

from 
contributing 

m
o
n
e
y
 

to 
other 

than 
a 
county 

organization, 
they 

decided 
to 

endorse 
the 

undertaking 
by 

lending 
m
a
n
y
 
books, 

especially 
for 

use 
in 

the 
school 

collections, 
since 

the 
plan 

as 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
e
d
 
w
a
s
 

on 
a 

school 
service 

basis. 

The 
organization 

was 
incorporated 

in 
January 

1945. 
After 

this 
the 

growth 
was 

rapid. 
B
u
d
g
e
t
 
plans 

were 
m
a
d
e
 

for 
a 

pro 

rata 
contribution 

from 
the 

ten 
t
o
w
n
s
h
i
p
s
 

and 
the 

Dallas 
Borough 

school 
boards. 

The 
p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
 

was 
p
u
r
c
h
a
s
e
d
 
early 

in 
1945, 

and 
in 

April 
the 

librarian, 
M
i
r
i
a
m
 
L
a
t
h
r
o
p
 

from 
Rutgers 

University 
Library 

staff, 
was 

interviewed 
and 

engaged 
to 

begin 
work 

June 
first. 

The 
r
e
m
o
d
e
l
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

building 
p
r
o
g
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

apace, 
despite 

m
a
n
y
 

w
a
r
 

restrictions. 
The 

first 
floor 

w
a
s
 
p
l
a
n
n
e
d
 

for 
the 

library 
use, 

the 
second 

a ocomplete 
apartment 

for the 
librarian 

and 
for storage. 

Publicity 
through 

the 
Dallas 

Post 
and 

local 
organizations 

brought 
h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
books. 

The 
organization 

meeting 
in 

June, 
six 

m
o
n
t
h
s
 

after 
incorporation, 

was 
held 

in 
partially 

finished 
rooms. 

Officers 
were 

elected, 
a 

constitution 
adopted, 

and 
the 

librarian 
was 

off to her job. 
And 

such 
a job! 

Her 
p
r
e
p
a
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

in 
her 

o
w
n
 
rural 

library 
in 

Springville, 
Pennsylvania, 

before 
she 

went 
to 

State 
College 

and 
to 

Rutgers, 
stood 

her 
in 

good 
stead. 

Sorting 
books, 

locating 
volunteer 

help, 
p
l
a
n
n
i
n
g
 
t
e
m
p
o
r
a
r
y
 
short 

cuts 
in 

cataloging, 
because 

of total 
lack 

of 
trained 

assistants, 
m
a
d
e
 
hard 

work. 
But 

again 
the 

response 
was 

enthusiastic. 
Adults 

and 
school 

children 
were 

most 
helpful 

and 
plans 

were 
begun 

for 
opening 

the 
library 

in 
October, 

at 
the 

beginning 
of 

the 
school 

year. 
The 

c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
 
p
r
o
b
l
e
m
 
w
a
s
 
funds. 

S
o
m
e
 

of the 
schools 

were 
slow 

in 
taking 

up 
their 

contracts, 
the 

cost 
of r

e
m
o
d
e
l
i
n
g
 

was 
heavy. 

To 
save 

time, 
furniture 

was 
purchase 

locally, 
the 

shelves 
put 

in 
by 

local 
carpenters, 

but 
the 

loan 
desk, 

catalog, 
and 

trucks, 
the 

memorial 
of 

the 
R
y
m
a
n
 

family, 
were 

ordered 
from 

Gaylord. 
S
o
m
e
 

of 
the 

furniture, 
the 

w
i
n
d
o
w
 
shades, 

and 
the 

remodeling 
of 

the 
kitchen 

were 
furnished 

by 
t
h
e
W
o
m
a
n
'
s
 

Club. 
Just 

four 
m
o
n
t
h
s
 

from 
the 

librarian’s 
arrival, 

the 
library 

w
a
s
 
o
p
e
n
e
d
 

to the 
public 

with 
5,000 

books 
on 

the 
shelves, 

of which 
2,000 

were 
state 

library 
loan. 

More 
than 

300 
individuals 

came 
for 

each 
of 

two 
s
u
c
c
e
s
s
i
v
e
 

S
u
n
d
a
y
 

O
p
e
n
 

H
o
u
s
e
 

gatherings. 
Since 

the 
opening, 

the 
use 

of library 
has 

 
 

grown 
steadily; 

the 
response 

from 
the 

‘teachers 
and 

schools 
has 

been 
gratifying, 

particularly 
in 

the 
m
a
n
y
 
one-room 

rural 
schools. 

Books 
were 

taken 
to 

the 
schools 

by 
the 

librarian 
or 

called 
for 

by 
teachers. 

One 
school 

board 
doubled 

its contribution 
after 

receiving 
the 

first 
books. 

In 
one 

school 
18 

pupils 
read 

40 
books, 

333 
times 

in 4 weeks. 
For 

m
a
n
y
 
children 

these 
books 

were 
the 

first 
reading 

books 
they 

had 
ever 

had. 
Itis 

h
o
p
e
d
 

in 
time 

to 
p
u
r
c
h
a
s
e
 
an 

old 
school 

bus, 
to be 

remodeled 
for bookmobile 

use. The 
library book 

club 
has 

160 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
.
 

E
a
c
h
 
m
e
m
b
e
r
'
s
 

p
u
r
c
h
a
s
e
 

and 
donation, 

through 
the 

library, 
of 

one 
book 

a 
year 

supplies 
the 

n
e
w
e
r
 

books. 
At 

the 
club 

meeting 
once 

a 
month, 

book 
reviews 

are 
discussed 

and 
hard 

work 
done 

for 
the 

library. 
At 

present 
the 

library 
is serving 

five 
high 

schools 
including 

their 
consolidated 

grades 
and 

twenty 
grade 

schools, 
of which 

eighteen 
are 

one-room 
schools 

where 
the 

children 
never 

had 
access 

to 
any 

library. 
In May, 

the 
librarians 

ofthe 
N.E. 

District 

of Pennsylvania 
met 

at 
the 

library, 
with 

a 
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

of the 
extension 

division 
presiding 

over 
the 

program. 
Plans 

for 
a 

definite 
organization 

of 
the 

district 
were 

m
a
d
e
.
 

During 
the 

s
u
m
m
e
r
,
 

the 
plan 

for a Friends 
of the 

Library 
g
r
o
u
p
 
w
a
s
 
carried 

out. 
Over 

a thousand 
adults 

and 
children joined. 

An 
effective 

letter 
answering 

questions 
about 

the 
library 

was 
given 

each 
prospective 

members. 
Now 

at 
the 

end 
of 

the 
first 

year 
the 

report 
shows 

880 
registered 

borrowers, 
15,500 

books 
lent 

to 
individuals, 

15,700 
to 

schools. 
On 

the 
anniversary 

date 
of the 

opening, 
the 

directors 
and 

friends 
met 

for 
reports. 

The 
library 

now 
has 

more 
than 

10,000 
books, 

8,000 
of which 

have 
been 

cataloged 
and 

the 
others 

arranged 
for 

easy 
access. 

In 
ending 

his 
address 

to 
this 

anniversary 
meeting, 

the 
s
u
p
e
r
i
n
t
e
n
d
e
n
t
 

of 
a 
n
e
a
r
-
b
y
 

large 
school 

district 
spoke 

of 
the 

satisfaction 
of seeing 

in 
full 

establishment 
a 
memorial 

to 
the 

men 
and 

w
o
m
e
n
 

in 
the 

services 
w
h
e
n
 
m
a
n
y
 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
i
e
s
 

are 
stili 

considering 
plans 

for 
such 

a 
tribute. 

We 
Understand 

the 
Best 

Reasons 
For 

Investing 
Don't 

Appear 
On 

The 
Bottom 

Line. 

At 
Lutheran 

Brotherhood, 
we 

take 
a 

personal 
intereset 

in 
your 

family's 
finances. 

W
e
 

offer 
a 

full 
range 

of 
investment 

opportunities. 

From 
life 

and 
health 

insurance 
to 

mutual 
funds,* 

IRA 
options, 

and 
aset 

management 
Account® 

and 
more. 

In 
short, 

Lutheran 
Brotherhood 

helps 
provide 

a better 
way 

of life for 
thousands 

of 
Lutherans. 

Let 
us 

show 
you 

how 
to 

become 
a part 

of 
our 

Society 
and 

demonstrate 
how 

our 
financial 

services 
can 

best 
serve 

you. 

LUTHERAN 
B
R
O
T
H
E
R
H
O
O
D
 

sA 
Family 

of Financial Services 
for 

Lutherans 

P
r
 

SIPC 

A
l
e
x
a
n
d
e
r
 

H. 
Sickert 

MEd, 
CLU, 

ChFC 
Phone: 

(717) 
696-4204 

*Investment 
product 

transactions 
are 

conducted 
through 

Lutheran 
Brotherhood 

Securities 
Corp., 

625 
Fourth 

A
v
e
n
u
e
 
South, 

Minneapolis, 
M
N
.
 

(612) 
339-8091. 
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Plant, 
flower 

booth 
returns 

another 
year 

Making 
a 
return 

this 
year 

is 
the 

Plants 
and 

Flowers 
Booth, 

a great 
success 

at 
last 

year's 
auction. 

C
h
a
i
r
m
a
n
 

Sally 
Stager 

said 
that 

there 
will 

be 
more 

of the 
perennials 

and 
shrubs 

which 
were 

so 
popular 

last 
year, 

along 
with 

cactus 
and 

flats 
of 

annuals. 
“Although 

we 
won't 

have 
as 

m
a
n
y
 

bird 
feeders 

as 
we 

did 
last 

year, 
the 

lightning 
bug 
h
o
u
s
e
s
 

will 
be 

back,” 
Mrs. 

Stager 
said. 

The 
lightning 

bug 
houses 

m
a
d
e
 

by 
Kim 

Stager 
had 

sold 
out 

twice 
last 

year. 
Kim 

will 
also 

make 
h
u
m
m
i
n
g
b
i
r
d
 

feeders, 
new 

items 
for 

this 
year. 

Plant 
lovers 

and 
h
o
m
e
 

g
a
r
d
e
n
e
r
s
 

are 

sure 
to 

find 
s
o
m
e
t
h
i
n
g
 

to 
pique 

their 

interests 
at 

the 
Plants 

and 
Flowers 

Booth. 
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P
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F
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R
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- 
Organizing 

the 
m
a
n
y
 

interesting 
items 

to 
be 

found 
in 

the 
Plants 

and 
Flowers 

booth 
are 

Loretta 
Jones 

and 
Sally 

Stager. 
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Allstate 
Plenty 

of Free 
Parking 

Clip This 
and 

Save! 

    

CALL 
F
O
R
 

A 
Q
U
O
T
E
 

pasey 
O
n
 
Y
o
u
r
 
Auto, 

H
o
m
e
o
w
n
e
r
s
,
 

or 
Life 

3 

Insurance. 
Absolutely 

No 
Obligation. 

3 
For 

A
n
 
E
s
t
i
m
a
t
e
,
 

Call 
Us. 

4
 

Senior 
A
c
c
o
u
n
t
 
A
g
e
n
t
 

J
o
h
n
 
C
h
e
r
u
p
 

480 
Pierce 

St., 
Kingston, 

PA 

2
8
3
-
0
6
7
1
 

» 
6
7
5
-
3
1
9
3
 

* souv’ 

"
w
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E
C
W
 
company 

with 
no 

obligation. 

   
 

275 
Mundy 

St. 
Wilkes-Barre 

Insurance 
and 

Bonding 
Specialists 

R
E
V
I
E
W
 
Y
O
U
R
 
P
R
E
S
E
N
T
 

I
N
S
U
R
A
N
C
E
 
C
O
V
E
R
A
G
E
S
 

With 
the 

aid 
of 

our 
c
o
m
p
r
e
h
e
n
s
i
v
e
 
Insurance 

C
o
v
e
r
a
g
e
 

Checklist. 
Call 

today 
and 

one 
will 

be 
mailed 

to 
you 

1-717-825-6891 
1-800-242-1337 

M
a
t
t
h
e
w
 

J. 
Alferio, 

C
P
C
U
,
 
CLU, 

President   
 
 

Library 
holds 

free 
loaner 

items 

“I 
need 

to 
borrow 

a 
wheelchair 

for 
my 

mother. 
Can 

you 
help?” 

Usually, 
one 

w
o
u
l
d
 
hear 

this 
request 

at 
a 

social 
service 

agency. 
But 

who 
ever 

heard 
of 

borrowing 
a 

wheelchair 
from 

a 
library? 

Thanks 
toa 

unique 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 
outreach 

p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 
operated 

in 
c
o
n
j
u
n
c
t
i
o
n
 
with 

the 

Rotary 
and 

Kiwanis 
clubs, 

the 
staff of the 

Back 
Mountain 

Memorial 
Library 

is 
able 

to 
help 

out 
w
h
e
n
 

s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 

n
e
e
d
s
 

a 

wheelchair, 
crutches, 

a 
w
a
l
k
e
r
 

or 
other 

needs 
for 

disabled 
persons. 

Originally 
instituted 

by 
the 

Dallas 
Rotary 

as 
a 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 

o
u
t
r
e
a
c
h
 

p
r
o
g
r
a
m
,
 

the 

loaner 
program 

operated 
from 

a member's 
h
o
m
e
 

until 
it 
outgrew 

its 
quarters. 

Since 
the 

library 
had 

extra 
room 

and 
is 

centrally 
located, 

it 
s
e
e
m
e
d
 
only 

logical 
to 

m
o
v
e
 

the 
loaner 

p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 

there. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“We 
had 

lots 
of 

room, 
so 

it 
was 

a 
good 

m
o
v
e
 

for 
all 

of 
us,” 

said 
librarian 

N
a
n
c
y
 

K
o
z
e
m
c
h
a
k
.
 

In addition 
to the wheelchairs, 

crutches, 
canes, 

potty 
chairs 

and 
nearly 

everything 
(except 

for 
beds) 

that 
a 

disabled 
p
e
r
s
o
n
 

could 
need 

are 
available 

free 
of 

charge. 
The 

Rotary 
buys 

new 
wheelchairs, 

while 
the 

K
i
w
a
n
i
s
 

pays 
for 

their 
repairs 

a
n
d
 

cleaning 
and 

the 
library 

staff takes 
care 

of 
the 

p
a
p
e
r
w
o
r
k
,
 

Mrs. 
K
o
z
e
m
c
h
a
k
 

said. 
“We 

wish 
that 

m
o
r
e
 
people 

k
n
e
w
 
a
b
o
u
t
 

this service,” 
Mrs. 

K
o
z
e
m
c
h
a
k
 
said. 

“People 
have 

told 
me 

that 
they 

hadn't 
heard 

of 
it 

and 
had 

to buy 
items 

which 
we 

could 
have 

provided 
free of charge 

for adisabled 
family 

member.” 
For 

further 
information 

on 
the 

wheelchair 
loaner 

program, 
call 

the 
Back 

Mountain 
Memorial 

Library 
at 

675-1182. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

E
E
 

R
E
 
E
R
E
 

P
A
P
E
R
 
P
A
R
T
Y
 

CA Re
e
 

G
o
o
d
 

Luck!!! 
C
o
u
r
y
'
s
 

C
h
a
s
e
 
R
o
a
d
,
 
S
h
a
v
e
r
t
o
w
n
 

Pizza, 
S
u
b
s
,
 
W
i
n
g
s
 
a
n
d
 

O
u
r
 
F
a
m
o
u
s
 

#1 
S
t
r
o
m
b
o
l
i
!
 

Mon.-Thurs. 
11-9 

Fri. 
- Sat. 

S
u
n
d
a
y
 

P
h
o
n
e
:
 
6
9
6
-
1
1
4
8
 

Follow 
Rt. 

11 
to 

C.A. 
Reed 

G
a
t
e
w
a
y
 
S
h
o
p
p
i
n
g
 
Center 

Bldg. 
85, 

S. 
W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Ave., 
Edwardsville, 

PA 
18704 

Telephone: 
283-1918 

Hours: 
9 

to 
6 
M
o
n
d
a
y
 

thru 
Saturday 

« 
Friday 

9 
to 

9 

   

11-10 
39 

S
U
P
P
L
I
E
S
 

 
 

Gingham 
Designed 

Napkins 
Plates, 

Cups 
and 

Tablecovers 

5 
Pkgs. 

for 
$
2
.
7
5
 

or 

6
0
°
 

each 
 
 

   

Additional 
1
0
%
 

off 

_ 
All 

your 
Party 

S
u
p
p
l
i
e
s
 

With 
This 

Coupon 
At 

Register 

O
F
F
E
R
 
E
X
P
I
R
E
S
 
7-31-93 

B
c
 

ates 
oc 

sus: 
i
e
 

A
 

2
 

h
a
n
 

a
 

S
a
.
 

A
      

0 oo A er Sm mo] L 

 


