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BALLOT QUESTION FOR

Shall Article V of the Pennsylvania
Constitution be amended to establish
a Judicial Conduct Board to investi-
gate complaints of judicial miscon-
duct, to establish a Court of Judicial
Discipline to adjudicate charges of
judicial misconduct, to abolish the
Judicial Inquiry and Review Board,
and, except as provided by law, to
bar payment of compensation, in-
cluding retirement benefits, to jus-
tices, judges, and justices of the
peace suspended, removed, or barred
from judicial office for serious mis-
conduct?

ment of the Attorn N
Regarding Joint Resolution No, 1
The purpose of the proposed

amendment is to establish a new sys-
tem for disciplining Pennsylvania
justices, judges, and justices of the
peace (now known as district jus-
tices).

Under the current system, the
Judicial Inquiry and Review Board
investigates complaints of judicial
misconduct. The Board consists of
nine members, seven of whom are
judges or lawyers, two of whom are
non-lawyers. Five Board members ’
are appointed by the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court; four are appointed
by the Governor. Proceedings of the
Board are confidential. If the Board
decides that a justice, judge, or jus-
tice of the peace should be disci-
plined, it recommends appropriate
discipline to the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court
decides whether the justice, judge, or
justice of the peace should be disci-
plined.

The amendment would eliminate
the Judicial Inquiry and Review
Board and create two new, separate
disciplinary bodies. One would be
the Judicial Conduct Board, which
would investigate complaints of judi-
cial misconduct and decide whether
to file formal charges. The other
would be the Court of Judicial
Discipline, which would hold hear-
ings on charges filed by the Judicial
Conduct Board and decide whether
the justice, judge, or justice of the
peace accused of misconduct should
be disciplined.

Proceedings of the Judicial
Conduct Board would be confiden-
tial. Hearings before the Court of
Judicial Discipline would be public.
The Board would consist of 12
members, six of whom would be
judges or lawyers, six of whom
would be non-lawyers. The Court
would consist of eight members, six
of whom would be judges or
lawyers, two of whom would be
non-lawyers. The Pennsylvania
Supreme Court and the Governor
each would appoint half the members
of the board and half the members of
the Court.

The amendment would give a
judge or justice of the peace disci-
plined by the Court of Judicial
Discipline the right to appeal the
Court's decision to the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court. The amendment
would give justices of the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court disci-
plined by the Court of Judicial
Discipline the right to appeal the
court's decision to a special tribunal
composed of judges chosen by lot
from judges of the Pennsylvania
Superior Court and Commonwealth
Court who do not sit on the Court of
Judicial Discipline or the Judicial
Conduct Board.

The amendment also provides that
justices, judges, or justices of the
peace suspended, removed, or barred
from holding judicial office for con-
viction of a felony or for serious
misconduct would not receive any
further salary, retirement benefit, or
other compensation, unless a law is
enacted to provide otherwise.

: ,

Do you favor the incurring of in-
debtedness by the Commonwealth of
up to $25,000,000 for payment of
compensation for service in the
Persian Gulf conflict, including
$1,500,000 for the cost of designing
and constructing a patriotic monu-
ment or memorial in appreciation of
Pennsylvania's veterans?

als, in the party of their choice.

investment in democracy.
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Statement of the Attomney General
Regarding Persian Gulf Conflict
Referendum

The ballot question has two pur-
poses. The first is to determine
whether the voters of Pennsylvania
want to pay compensation to
Pennsylvania veterans for service in
the Persian Gulf Conflict. The sec-
ond is to determine whether the vot-
ers want to spend $1,500,000 for
design and construction of a veterans
memorial at Indiantown Gap
National Cemetery in honor of all
Pennsylvania veterans.

The amount of compensation
would be $15 per month, not to ex-
ceed $525 in total, for each month
the veteran served in he Persian Gulf
conflict between August 2, 1990 and
August 31, 1991. An additional
$4,000 of compensation would be
paid to a veteran who was a prisoner
of war or to the survivors of a vet-
eran who died during service in the
Conflict. Compensation would be
payable only if the veteran was a
Pennsylvania resident during service
in the Conflict.

To fund the compensation and the
memorial, the Commonwealth would
sell bonds in an amount up to
$25,000,000. The interest on the
bonds would be paid from monies
appropriated by the General
Assembly for that purpose.

CANDIDATES MATERIAL

All Judicial candidates were asked:
(1) State your qualifications for this
office including education, experi-
ence, and present occupation. (2)
What specific suggestion(s) do you
have for improving the administration
of justice in Pennsylvania?

SUPREME COURT

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court
is the highest judicial authority in the
Commonwealth. Seven justices sit
on the Supreme Court, with the
Chief Justice being the justice having
the longest continuous service on the
court. The Supreme Court hears ap-
peals from the Commonwealth
Court, the Superior Court, and from
the county Courts of Common Pleas
in cases of felonious homicide and

constitutional questions. The Court
may also assume jurisdiction over

"an issue of immediate public impor-
tance" that is before any other court

or district justice. The court serves
as administrator of the unified court
system and is responsible for ensur-
ing that the lower level courts per-
form their duties properly.

Term: 10 years

Salary $105,000

(Vote for one)
Philadelphia
D.O.B.: 3/23/46

Qualifications: Rutgers Univ.,
School of Law, J.D. 1973. Temple
Univ., B.B.A. 1969. Private practi-
tioner of law from 1973 through
1987. Appointed by Gov. Robert P.
Casey in July 1987 to Phila. Court of
Common Pleas. Chair., Staffing
Committee for Court of Common
Pleas. Elected to a full ten year term
beginning Jan. 1988.

Question: Fundamental reform
is needed to restore a competent, ethi-
cal, and independent judiciary. This
reform includes a strict adherence to
the Code of Judicial Conduct and the
ending of the politicized atmosphere
that has prevailed on the Court. I
will restore the collegiality among the
Justices and respect for the Chief
Justice. I will make the court ac-
countable to the taxpayers for ex-
pense accounts and other budgetary

items that should be open to the pub- -

lic.

DANTE G. BERTANI
North Huntingdon
D.O.B.: 11/20/31

Qualifications: I have 32 years
of active trial and appellate practice in
all types of criminal and civil cases.
I have been chief public defender of
Westmoreland County 1969 to the
present. I have maintained a private
civil practice representing primarily
working people.

Ouestion; I believe the rules for
Jjudicial candidates should be changed
so those candidates can be ques-
tioned to explain their position on the
various issues. The public should
know a candidate's opinions and
whether he or she can set those per-
sonal opinions aside in making a de-
cision. I oppose both merit selection
and retention. The people are intelli-
gent enough to elect their executive
and legislative representatives, and
give the proper information on issues
they can elect good judges.

MICHAEL A. DELLA
VECCHIA
Pittsburgh
D.O.B.: 8/3/46

Qualifications: My 21 years as
a practicing attorney and 14 years as
a government official have given me
an extensive knowledge of the law.
A supreme Court Justice is the ulti-
mate general practitioner. I feel that I
fit into this category because of my
varied practice and experience as an
elected official.

Question: The current problem
with the PA Supreme Court is the
ongoing dispute among the various
Justices. This has called into ques-
tion the objectivity, impartiality and
dignity of the court. If clected, it is
my intent to be an honest, capable,
hard-working Justice. It is my intent
that my efforts will only bring dignity
to the Court and that I will view each
case impartiality.

JOHN L. MUSMANNO

Pittsburgh
D.O.B.: 3/31/42

Qualifications: 23 years PA
Judicial System; presently

Administrative (Chief) Judge, Civil
Div. Allegheny County court; also
served in Family and Criminal
Divisions; 1988 rated "Exceptionally
well qualified"; 1966 J./D.
Vanderbilt Univ. Law School, Asst.
Editor, Vanderbilt Law Review;
1963 B.A. Washington & Jefferson
Coll., Magna Cum Laude; Phil Beta
Kappa Scholar.

Question: The major problem in
administration is dispensing justice
while confronting the ever-increasing
caseload. As the only candidate with
administrative experience, supervis-
ing 20 judges and the court employ-
ees, I have streamlined the division
and initiated innovative caseflow
programs that have saved taxpayers
over $250,000/year while increasing
court productivity. Expanded use of
these alternative dispute resolution'
programs across PA will help im-
mensely. Also, the proposed
Constitutional Amendment for public
judicial discipline should be adopted.

Qualifications: I have been a
practicing lawyer for twenty years
having graduated from Dickinson
School of Law, Cum Laude, in
1973. I have a broad trial and appel-
late practice with an emphasis on at-
torney and judicial ethics, disci-
plinary cases and criminal law. I am
presently a sole practitioner.

Question: First, there is a need

‘for public funds to be available to

candidates for judicial office, elimi-
nating solicitations from attomeys.

Second, there is a need for manda-
tory training for judges on legal and
judicial ethics. Third, the system of
judicial discipline must be changed.
Fourth, the procedure for appoint-
ment to Boards must be opened for
public input and an accounting of all
funds. Fifth, the Justices must re-
gain leadership and remove the per-
ception of politics and arrogance.

JAMES M. MUNLEY
Scranton
D.O.B.: 6/28/36
Qualifications: B.S., Univ. of
Scranton; J.D:; Temple Law Sch.;
Nat'l. Judicial~Coll:; ‘Reno"NV;
Continuing Legal Education,
Harvard Law Sch.; 15 years practic-
ing attomey; Law clerk to Chief
Justice M.J. Eagen, PA Supreme
Court; Judge, Court of Common
Pleas (1977-Present); Author-lec-
turer-teacher; Chairman-member,
Judicial Inquiry and Review Bd.;
Member, Judicial Ethics Committee.
Question: I propose to:
Promote judicial independence, in-
tegrity and collegiality and restore
public confidence; Speedier justice
through management efficiencies and
full computerization of courts at all
levels; full accountability for expense
accounts; Stronger judicial rule
making to advance strict adherence to
criminal and environmental laws;
Increase meditation-arbitration alter-
natives reducing court backlogs;
promote efficient, cost-effective im-
plementation of judicial system, co-
operating with legislative and execu-
tive branches while respecting branch
independence.

NELSON A. DIAZ
Philadelphia
D.O.B.: 5/23/47
Qualifications: Management
and oversight of 1500 employees
while Administrative Judge, Trial
Div., Common Pleas Court.
Received national and local awards
for improving court efficiency, sav-
ing millions in budgctary cuts.
Extensive involvement in civil rights
for Hispanics, African-Americans
and Soviet Jews. Served all gov-
emment levels from local courts to
White House.

Question: Politics must not in-
fest our courts. Voters must be made
aware of the activitics and tics of the
judges they clect. Credibility at all
levels of the judiciary is necessary
from evaluating judicial efficiency to
total budgetary accountability. This
will lead to overall court effective-
ness and decreased case backlogs.
Major modemization of the courts is
desperately needed for a well run ju-
dicial system. This can be achieved

SAMUEL C. STRETTON through competent Fiscal
West Chester Management.
D.O.B.: 8/30/48
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DORIS A. SMITH
Philadelphia
D.O.B.: Not given
Qualifications: 1972 graduate
Pittsburgh Univ., Law Sch.; practice
law 14 years; served as solicitor to
Allegheny County Controller;
Hearing Committee Member of PA
Supreme Court Disciplinary Bd.;
Judge, Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County; currently Judge
of the Commonwealth Court of PA.
elected to a 10-year term in 1987.
Question: An effective judicial
system in PA requires a Supreme
Court which is independent and hon-
est. The most fundamental test fac-
ing the people of our Commonwealth
is the restoration of confidence and
respect in the Supreme Court and the
election of justices who possess in-
dependence, integrity, experience
and qualifications and judicial tem-
perament needed to competently per-
form as justice of the highest court of
this Commonwealth.

REPUBLICAN
(Vote for one) Sk
ZORAN PORYICH . :: i varirrorm
Lewisburg
D.O.B.: 2/4/31

Qualifications: Twenty years
on Bench, 7 as Common Pleas
Judge, almost 13 as appellate Judge
on Superior Court. Sixteen years as
a practicing attorney and Mayor of
McKeesport. Grown family of 4,
married 34 years. This background,
coupled with Air Force service, gives
me the qualifications.

Question: 1. Endorse a constitu-
tional revision raising the necessary
qualifications for judicial post. Right
now, all that is required is admittance
to the bar. 2. Endorse merit selection
of judges. 3. Support and imple-
ment constitutional amendment for
judicial discipline. 4. As a founda-
tion, implement stricter requirements
for entry into law school and admis-
sion to the bar.

RON CASTILLE

Philadelphia

D.O.B.: 3/16/44

ifi : Supervised

60,000 adult and 10,000 juvenile

THE NEW SQUARE H DISTRIBUTORS
Specializing in all types of Lumber, Plywood and

THE FENCE STORE'S

cases yearly. Handled largest appel-
late practice in state courts;
Legislative ' Chair., Pa. District
Attorneys' Assoc.; Legislative
Chair., Nat'l. District Attomeys'
Assoc.; Presidential Drug
Commission appointee; Advisor,
U.S. Civil Rights commission; Court
reformer; corruption fighter; combat’
veteran, U.S. Marine Corps,
Vietnam

Question: Eliminate election of-

Jjudges; reform judicial discipline; end
unaudited court expense accounts;
create special death penalty court
docket; institute speedy disposition
procedures; enact a code of evidence;
reform jury procedures; institute law-
trained district justices; reform
waiver trial procedures; increase al-
ternate dispute resolution process;
begin a state-wide court audit to elim-
inate waste.

JUDGE OF THE
SUPERIOR_COURT
JOB DESCRIPTION
The Pennsylvania Superior Court
is an intermediate appellate court
established to reduce the workload of
the Supreme court. The Superior

Court has 15 judges who are elected
for 10-year terms, with the President
Judge elected for a 5-year term by the
members. Appeals to the court in-
clude all criminal cases except those
involving felonious homicide.
Term: 10 years
Salary: $101,500

DEMOCRATIC

(Vote for one)
MATTHEW M. SARSFIELD
McKeesport
D.O.B.: 11/14/50

ifi i Univ.:
Pittsburgh (B.A. Administration of

Justice) 1979; Mississippi Coll.
Served with 11th-.

(J.D.) 1988.
Marines Vietnam, honorable dis-
charged SGT. 1972; Employed as a
laborer with the US Stecl Corp.,
Homestead, 1974-79; Allegheny
County and Commonwealth of PA’

Prison Guard, 1979-80. Presently in’
private practice in McKeesport, PA.. .

Question: One specific sugges-
tion for improving the administration
of Justice in PA would be to require
district magistrates to be licensed to
practice law in the Commonweaith.
Federal magistrates are required to be
licensed attorneys and the standard

should be the same on the state level. .

Cases handled properly before a dis-

trict magistrate can increase efficiency

of the entire State Judicial System.
This gives everyone as taxpayers
better government at a lower cost.

JON PUSHINSKY
Pittsburgh
D.O.B.: 5/30/54

Qualifications: My practice has
two areas of concentration - appellate
and public interest litigation. These
areas require skills one would expect
of an appellate judge and provide me
with a perspective rooted in litigation
on behalf of the disabled, the disen-
franchised and the discriminated
against. Education: B.A., M.A. and
J.D. degrees.

Questions: The Superior Coun:
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