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From 
carpet 

to 
tile, 

choose 
appropriately 

By 
Orlando 

R
a
m
i
r
e
z
 

Copley 
N
e
w
s
 

Service 

Choosing 
a 

wall 
color 

was 
easy 

enough. 
The 

selections 
were 

dizzy- 
ing 

in 
their 

combinations 
and 

complications, 
but 

it 
was 

easy 
enough 

to 
sort 

out 
c
o
m
p
a
r
e
d
 

to 
choosing 

floor 
coverings. 

Hardwood 
floors? 

If 
so, 

what 
color 

stain? 
~ 

How 
about 

tile? 
Then 

what 
kind? 

L
i
n
o
l
e
u
m
?
 

Ceramic. 
If 

that, 
then 

what 
finish? 

| 
Maybe 

vinyl 
flooring 

is 
best, 

but 
| then 

what 
pattern 

and 
color? 

Better 
just 

go 
with 

carpet. 
W
h
a
t
 

color? 
H
o
w
 

deep 
a 

pile? 
Wool 

or 
one 

of 
those 

s
t
a
i
n
-
r
e
s
i
s
t
a
n
t
 

blends? 
Before 

you 
make 

a 
decision, 

there 
are 

a 
several 

questions 
that 

need 
to 

be 
answered. 

W
h
a
t
 

is 
this 

r
o
o
m
 

used 
for? 

If 
it’s 

a 
child's 

room, 
then 

car- 
peting 

might 
be 

better 
than 

a 
h
a
r
d
w
o
o
d
 

floor. 
~~ 

For 
a 

kitchen 
or 

bathroom, 
‘where 

spills 
and 

moisture 
can 

m
a
k
e
 

for 
slick 

surfaces, 
then 

grained 
vinyl 

flooring 
would 

be 
the 

solution. 
In 

living 
rooms, 

where 
elegance 

is 
the 

key, 
then 

hardwood 
or 

par- 
quet 

flooring 
m
a
y
 

strike 
just 

the 
right 

note. 

~ 
How 

much 
foot 

traffic 
moves 

through 
the 

area? 
} 

An 
entryway 

or 
hall 

probably 
gets 

more 
use 

than 
a 

bedroom. 
W
h
e
n
 

choosing, 
flooring 

experts 
suggest 

that 
a 
durable 

surface 
will 

stand 
the 

test. 
Also, 

if 
you're 

choosing 
a 

color 
for 

your 
carpet, 

it’s 
best 

to 
choose 

an 
earth 

tone 
for 

these 
heavy-use 

areas 
since 

these 
colors 

tend 
to 

hide 
wear 

better 
than 

white, 
pas- 

tels 
or 

melon 
tones. 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

S
E
L
E
C
T
I
N
G
 
C
A
R
P
E
T
 

Once 
you've 

m
a
d
e
 

the 
decision 

to 
go 

with 
carpeting, 

then 
the 

real 
choices 

begin. 
The 

durability 
of 

a 
carpet 

de- 
pends 

on 
three 

things 
— 

density, 
resiliance 

and 
weight 

of 
the 

pile. 
When 

selecting 
carpet 

in 
a 

s
h
o
w
r
o
o
m
,
 

there 
are 

two 
quick 

checks 
that 

will 
help 

you 
deter- 

ine 
the 

quality 
of 

the 
carpet. 

~ 
The 

first 
is 

to 
press 

your 
finger 

into 
the 

pile 
and 

if 
it 

recovers 
quickly, 

then 
it 

is 
a 

good-quality 
carpet. 

The 
other 

test 
is 

to 
take 

the 
car- 

pet 
sample 

and 
bend 

it. 
If 

you 
can 

Isee 
the 

base 
of 

the 
carpet 

through 
he 

pile, 
then 

you 
have 

an 
inferior 

arpet. 
Keep 

in 
mind 

that 
the 

deeper 
pile 

carpet 
has 

longer 
strands 

and 
big 

loops 
that 

although 
m
o
r
e
 

sub- 
stantial 

looking 
are 

actually 
less 

So 
because 

they 
weigh 

less. 
On 

the 
other 

hand, 
short-pile 

carpets 
are 

m
o
r
e
 

durable 
because 

the 
pile 

is 
denser 

and 
therefore 

ore 
resistant 

to 
wear. 

Another 
important 

considera- 
tion 

is 
the 

pad 
on 

which 
your 

car- 
pet 

will 
rest. 

F
o
a
m
 

padding 
is 

the 

cheaper 
and 

less-resistant 
choice. 

One 
test 

is 
to 

rub 
it 

between 
your 

fingers. 
If 

it 
crumbles, 

then 
try 

to 
find 

a 
better 

padding. 
The 

best 
choice 

is 
rubber 

padd- 
ing, 

which 
lasts 

longer 
and 

doesn’t 
rub 

the 
backing 

off 
the 

carpet. 
When 

choosing 
a 

carpet, 
keep 

these 
terms 

in 
mind: 

* Broadloom. 
This 

is 
an 

industry 
standard 

term 
m
e
a
n
i
n
g
 

any 
car- 

pet 
wider 

than 
6 

feet, 
although 

the 
most 

c
o
m
m
o
n
 

size 
is 

12 
feet. 

* 
Body 

carpet. 
At 

most 
6 

feet 
wide, 

this 
carpet 

is 
used 

for 
nar- 

row 
areas 

such 
as 

halls 
or 

stairs. 
e 

Cut 
pile. 

The 
fibers 

are 
cut 

rather 
than 

looped 
into 

a 
base. 

* 
Bonded. 

Here 
the 

fibers 
are 

glued 
to 

the 
base 

material. 
* Tufted. 

The 
fibers 

are 
p
u
n
c
h
e
d
 

into 
the 

base. 
The 

fibers 
then 

can 
either 

be 
cut 

or 
looped. 

* 
Multilevel 

loop. 
The 

loops 
are 

two 
or 

three 
different 

heights 
to 

create 
a 

specific 
raised 

design. 
B
u
y
i
n
g
 

carpeting 
can 

be 
a 

confusing 
experience. 

The 
first 

thing 
to 

ask 
is 

if 
the 

per-yard 
quote 

includes 
carpet, 

pad, 
instal- 

lation 
and 

tax. 
When 

it 
comes 

to 
installation, 

does 
the 

price 
quoted 

include 
fur- 

niture 
moving, 

r
e
m
o
v
i
n
g
 

and 
cart- 

ing 
a
w
a
y
 

the 
old 

carpet, 
doing 

stairs 
and 

hauling 
a
w
a
y
 
remnants. 

Before 
placing 

the 
order, 

have 
the 

dealer 
c
o
m
e
 

and 
m
e
a
s
u
r
e
 

the 
rooms 

to 
be 

carpeted. 
This 

will 
help 

plan 
s
e
a
m
s
 

and 
pile 

direction 
of 

the 
carpeting. 

During 
the 

installation, 
check 

with 
the 

installer 
where 

the 
seams 

will 
be. 

Since 
most 

carpeting 
is 

12 
feet 

long, 
it 

is 
best 

to 
have 

s
e
a
m
s
 

a
w
a
y
 

from 
foot-traffic 

areas. 
M
a
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

s
e
a
m
s
 

can 
be 

particu- 
larly 

difficult 
for 

patterned 
car- 

pets. 

Stretching 
the 

carpet 
is 

an 
im- 

portant 
aspect 

of 
installation. 

This 
helps 

prevent 
wrinkles 

that 
can 

increase 
wear. 

Experts 
insist 

that 
m
e
c
h
a
n
i
c
a
l
 

stretching 
is 

prefera- 
ble 

to 
m
a
n
u
a
l
 

stretching, 
particu- 

larly 
where 

high-density 
carpets 

are 
used. 

W
O
O
D
 
F
L
O
O
R
I
N
G
 

Once 
the 

staple 
of 

American 
construction, 

h
a
r
d
w
o
o
d
 

flooring 
has 

seen 
a 

resurgence 
in 

populari- 
ty 

in 
recent 

years. 
One 

of 
the 

reasons 
for 

this 
popu- 

larity 
is 

that 
this 

flooring 
is 

dura- 
ble, 

m
a
k
i
n
g
 

it 
a 

one-time 
invest- 

ment 
that 

raises 
the 

appraisal 
value 

of 
the 

home. 
With 

proper 
care, 

a 
hardwood 

floor 
gathers 

m
o
r
e
 

luster 
with 

age. 
Also 

if 
it 

has 
a 

good 
finish, 

it 
is 

resistant 
to 

spills 
and 

scratches. 
There 

are 
two 

types 
of 

wood 
flooring: 

parquet 
and 

strip 
(also 

called 
plank). 

Parquet 
floors 

are 
a
s
s
e
m
b
l
e
d
 

from 
squares 

(usually 
6 

inches 
by 

6 
inches) 

using 
a 

tongue-and- 
groove 

method. 
Backing 

is 
important 

to 
this 

type 
of 

flooring. 
Experts 

recom- 
mend 

a 
foam 

backing 
between 

the   

W
e
d
n
e
s
d
a
y
,
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T
h
i
s
 
floor 

l
o
o
k
s
 

like 
w
o
o
d
,
 

b
u
t
 

it 

The 
Beauty 

of 
N
a
t
u
r
a
l
 
Stone 

     

 
 

Harvest 
W
o
o
d
s
t
o
v
e
 

Sterling 
Gas-fired 

Stove 

W
o
o
d
 

or 
Gas-fired 

Stoves 
Handcrafted 

by 
Vermont 

artisans. 
In 

a 
variety 

of 

natural 
stones 

and 
colored 

enamels. 
Quality 

craftsman- 

ship 
and 

lasting 
beauty 

that 

combines 
even, 

radiant 
heat 

with 
efficient 

performance. 

HearthStone 
A
M
E
R
I
C
A
'
S
 
Q
U
A
L
I
T
Y
 
S
O
A
P
S
T
O
N
E
 
S
T
O
V
E
S
 

 
 

Available 
at: 

DelLeurs 
I 

" 
. 

" 
Back 

To 
Basics? 

A 
Unique 

Fireplace 
& 

Stove 
Shoppe 

R.R.1 
Dallas, 

PA 
675-2266 

New 
showroom 

Located 
Just 

Off 
Route 

309, 
Near 

Kunkle 
Motors 

3.5 
Miles 

North 
of The 

Dallas Shopping 
Center 

Mon. 
thru 

Sat. 
8 a.m.-5:30 

p.m; 

1 

 
 

s 
really 

f
a
u
x
-
p
a
r
q
u
e
t
 

vinyl 
with 

a 
tile 

border. 

  

 
 

Thinking 
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W
i
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d
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N
S
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C
O
R
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N
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C
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t
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To 
Fit 

In 
All 
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Right 

Places 

H
O
M
E
 

A
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2
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S
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I
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I
E
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C
O
M
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A
N
Y
 

527 
Scott 

Street 
P
h
o
n
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8
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-
3
5
7
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Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 

18702 
1-800-233-7284 
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Introductory 
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e
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parquet 
tiles 

and 
the 

subfloor 
to 

provide 
a 
moisture 

barrier. 
Parquet 

floors 
are 

used 
prima- 

rily 
in 

difficult-to-fit 
areas 

like 
kitchens 

and 
hallways. 

Also, 
the 

squares 
can 

be 
combined 

in 
differ- 

ent 
patterns 

to 
create 

a 
dazzling 

effect. 

Strip 
or 

plank 
hardwood 

floors 
are 

the 
b
e
t
t
e
r
-
k
n
o
w
n
 

styles 
in 

which 
strips 

of 
wood 

(usually 
three- 

or 
five-ply) 

are 
constructed 

over 
a 
w
a
t
e
r
p
r
o
o
f
e
d
 

subfloor. 

These 
styles 

can 
be 

expensive, 
depending 

on 
the 

grade 
of 

w
o
o
d
 

and 
the 

size 
of 

the 
room. 

Given 
recent 

trends, 
these 

floors 
now 

c
o
m
e
 

in 
a 

variety 
of 

colors 
from 

ash 
to 

white 
to 

bronze, 
honey 

and 
traditional 

oak. 
W
h
e
n
 

selecting 
h
a
r
d
w
o
o
d
 

floor- 
ing, 

pay 
particular 

attention 
to 

the 
finishes. 

The 
old-fashioned 

— 
and 

some 
say 

still 
the 

best 
— 

finishes 
are 

stains 
and 

sealers 
applied 

at 
the 

factory 
then 

buffed 
to 

a 
sheen 

under 
protective 

coats 
of 

wax. 
For 

heavy-traffic 
areas, 

m
a
n
u
-
 

facturers 
have 

created 
the 

acryl- 
i
c
-
i
m
p
r
e
g
n
a
t
e
d
 

p
a
r
q
u
e
t
 

finish. 

Here, 
stain 

and 
acrylic 

are 
forced 

through 
the 

pores 
of 

the 
wood 

at 
the 

factory 
that 

can’t 
wear 

away. 
The 

most 
popular 

finish 
is 

the 
urethane 

finish, 
where 

coats 
of 

urethane 
and 

stain 
are 

applied 
to 

the 
wood, 

then 
sanded 

and 
sealed 

with 
two 

coats 
of 

moisture-cured 
urethane. 

A 
final 

wax 
finish 

is 
then 

applied. 

TILES 
A
N
D
 
V
I
N
Y
L
 

Floor 
tile 

is 
the 

best 
choice 

when 
it 

c
o
m
e
s
 

to 
bathrooms, 

al- 

though 
it 

is 
becoming 

more 
and 

m
o
r
e
 
popular 

in 
kitchens. 

There 
are 

two 
types 

of 
finishes 

— 
clear 

finish, 
which 

is 
slick, 

and 

crystalline 
finish 

that 
has 

a 
tex- 

tured 
surface 

to 
provide 

a 
certain 

amount 
of 

traction. 

The 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

National 
Stand- 

ards 
Institute 

has 
a 

rating 
system 

for 
tiles. 

When 
buying 

tile, 
look 

for 
the 

A
N
S
I
 

rating, 
with 

1 
being 

poor 

and 
5 

the 
best. 

Also 
when 

buying 
tile, 

be 
sure 

to 
get 

all 
the 

sheets 
you 

will 
need 

from 
the 

s
a
m
e
 

lot. 
Color 

and 

sometimes 
quality 

can 
differ 

from 
lot 

to 
lot, 

and 
m
a
n
y
 

experienced 

installers 
have 

started 
with 

tile 

from 
one 

lot 
only 

to 
get 

halfway 

through 
the 

job 
and 

discover 
the 

r
e
m
a
i
n
i
n
g
 

sheets 
don’t 

m
a
t
c
h
 

the 

original 
lot. 

Vinyl 
tile 

c
o
m
e
s
 

in 
two 

varie- 

ties, 
either 

12-inch 
squares 

or 
6- 

foot-wide 
rolls. 

Of 
the 

two, 
the 

squares 
are 

more 
inexpensive, 

although 
the 

sheeting 
is 

more 
durable, 

particu- 
larly 

since 
it 

is 
moisture 

resistant 

— 
a 

definite 
plus 

in 
kitchens 

and 
bathrooms. 

Vinyl 
sheet 

flooring 
c
o
m
e
s
 

in 
ei- 

ther 
rotovinyl 

or 
inlaid 

types. 
With 

inlaid, 
the 

pattern 
and 

color 
go 

all 

the 
way 

through 
the 

flooring 
and 

stand 
up 

better 
to 

wear. 

Rotovinyl’s 
texture 

and 
color 

are 
only 

on 
the 

surface 
of 

the 
ma- 

terial. 
However, 

this 
type 

often 
has 

a 
urethane 

coating 
and 

a 
soft 

cushion 
backing. 

Also, 
rotovinyl 

can 
be 

installed 

dry 
or 

with 
just 

adhesive 
on 

the 

corners. 
Inlaid 

vinyl 
has 

to 
be 

cut 
in one 

piece 
then 

glued 
to 

the 
the 

subfloor... 
. 

.. ... 
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