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Melissa Billington named county’s 'Young Woman of the Year'

By CHARLOT M. DENMON
Staff Writer

Lake-Lehman High School Sen-
ior Melissa Billington was recently
named “Luzerne County Young
Woman of the Year” in a pageant
held in Hazleton.
~ “She was very deserving of the
title,” said high school faculty
member Ellen Campbell. “I. was
pleased to see someone of her cali-
ber recognized. She well repre-
sented her school, herself and her
community. She is very accom-
plished. She is articulate and
handles herself well,” Campbell
said. “She won the poise and pres-
ence category, the panel discus-
sion, and the interview.”

Melissa received cash prizes, aa
scholarship, gift certificates, a
bond, paid expenses to appear in
the state pageant in Reading in
November, and numerous other
gifts. :

The daughter of Lynn F. Carr of
Honesdale and Jay Borton of Har-
veys Lake, Melissa is in the ad-
vanced placement college prepara-
tory curriculum. She has been a
member of the Junior and Na-
tional Honor societies since sev-
enth grade. In 1989-90 she was
the co-chairperson of the Winter
Semi-formal, amember of the Prom
Committee, yearbook staff, and
also the school board student-re-
lations committee. She is a spokes-
person for the student council of
which she has been a member for
the last three years.

Melissa is also editor-in-chief of
her school newspaper, president
of the Key Club, Junior Leadership
Wilkes-Barre member and a par-
ticipant in Wyoming Valley Youth
Salute School studentand has been
nominated for Who's Who Among
American High School Students.
She was also once selected for the
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Hugh O'Brien Youth Conference.

Her other extra-curricular ac-
tivities include a variety of sports,
an avid interest in fine arts, and
involvement in her church group.
She took part in field and track for
five years and qualified for the
district championships each year
and was a three-letter varsity
winner, two years in volleyball and
one year in basketball, one year in
cross country and took three years
of ballet instrudtion.

Melissa is also a member of the
Junior Mozart Club, Piano Guild
and took seven years of piano in-
struction. She has been involved
in church and school plays and
studied with the Bloomsburg The-
atre Ensemble. She has also been
coordinator of the school's Drama
Club. She has been an active
member within her church youth
group for five years and president
of the group for two years. She also
did missionary work for two sum-

mers in New Hampshire.

Melissa enjoys reading, writing,
acting, traveling, skiing, rowing,
gardening, and spending time with
family and friends. She was em-
ployed this past summer at
Beaumont Inn. She plans to at-
tend college and pursue a careerin
journalism, preferably attending
Ambherst or Brown.

“The pageant is not a beauty
contest,” Melissa said. “It's aschol-
arship pageant, that is why they
changed the name to ‘Luzerne
CountyJunior Woman ofthe Year'.
There were about 45 girls in the
preliminaries and these were nar-
rowed down to 12 girls in the final.
All of the finalists were very quali-
fied with diverse backgrounds. The
show was about three hours long,”
she said.

“First we filled out an applica-
tion and gave our opinion about
certain causes. Each girlhad a 10-
minute interview with the six

judges. The opening of the show
was not judged so we came out in
evening gowns. Then we were
judged on physical fitness, then
talents. I did a reading form the
play ‘Our Town.’ I won in that and
in poise and appearance.”

Melissa gave her guidance coun-
selor credit for spurring her to
enter the competition.

“Mrs. Finn convinced me to enter
so I went to the orientation and
found out what it was about. I
interviewed for the preliminaries
and I was chosen as one of the 12
finalists. I was the only one out of
the Hazleton area and I had to
drive an hour each time.

“The other girls are all going to
states which will be in Reading in
November. They are great girls and
they are going to support me. There
will be 25 participating in the state
competition, so it won't be easy,”
Melissa concluded.

Census

(continued from page 1)

countand a fair formula to contest
the census preliminary count.”
Dallas Borough Manager Mil-
ton Lutsey and Police Chief John
Fowler found errors existing in the
Bureau'’s count of vacant housing
units. Lutsey filed a re-count and
a letter of appeal to the Census
Bureau indicating that a count by
his office and the police indicated
that there were only 19 vacant
housing units in the borough in-
stead of the 53 vacant units listed
by the Bureau. The difference of
34 vacant units multiplied by 2.6
gives a total of 88 additional per-
sons or, if by the 2.54 percentage
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used by the borough manager, an
additional 86 persons for a total
population figure of 2,606.

Lutsey also stated in a letter to
the Bureau that the borough feels
the actual census was not as it
should have been because of poor
or no response from local resi-
dents. He also enclosed the official
count of vacant houses done by
professional planning consultant
Marlene Pawlowski, which was in
keeping with that of the borough
manager's office.

Lehman Township, although
positive the figures they received
were incorrect, did not file an

appeal.

“We were positive the blocks on
the map they sent to us were in
error but we didn’t have anyone to
re-take the census,” said Allan
Cragle, township supervisor. “The
report showed that our population
had increased by five people.

“We had to file within 15 days
from the time we received the re-
port and we knew we wouldn’t be
able to recount, we decided not to
challenge,” Cragle continued. “It
won't hurt us since we stayed over
3,000 and it is only the preliminary
report. I don't believe anybody’s
report is right,” Cragle said.
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She is the 28-year-old chief of

the wing's target intelligence
branch. It's part of Captain Krav-
its’ job to tell the 42nd Bombard-
ment Wing what targets to hit, the
type of conventional bombs to drop
and how many B-52s to fly. Cap-
tain Kravits developed one pro-
gram that is a first for the com-
mand. Her program is providing
air crews ‘dynamic training’ that is
so effective air crews can now brief
both the SAC commander-in-chief
and Eighth Air Force commander
on facets of their mission normally
beyond their expertise.
. Captain Kravits once said that
she thought the toughest part of
her job was plannng to strike a
target and knowing the men who
were going to fly the planes; that
there was always a chance the
men wouldn't come back.

She joined the Air Force’s Re-
serve Officer Training Corps when
she was a high school senior and
her first assignment was with the
544th Strategic Intelligence Wing,
Offut AFB, Nebraska as a photo
interpreter.

“Tina depends on her husband
and family. She says they help
balance the pressure of the work
she does,” her mother said. “She
never expected that she would have
to leave them like this. We have
had three letters from her. In the
first one she said she prayed all the
way over that she would be back to
take Brian to kindergarten but she
knew thatshe wasn't going to make
it.

“She left eight weeks ago and in
a later letter she said she hoped to
be home for Christmas, but her
brother called me from New Mex-
ico this week and said he had
received a letter from her and she
said she wouldn't be home for
Christmas — thatshedoesn’t know
when she will be home. She misses
the children so much but does
know that they are in good hands,”
said her mother.

Her husband is the head chefat
the NCO at the Loring AFB and her
sister Elaine is attending the Uni-
versity of Maine and has been liv-
ing with Tina and Brian. “Their
dad and their Aunt Elaine are
taking care of Brian and Joshua so

they are in good hands,” said Mrs.
Charney. “Her husband is a won-
derful person and Tina has said
she depends on him a lot but her
biggest worry now are her two boys.
She talks about them in her let-
ters.

“We don’t know where she is in
Saudi Arabia. She can't tell us. All
we know is that she is living in a
tent. Her first letter was in a paper
bag for an envelope. She didn’t
have any envelopes so she cut and
folded a brown paper bag to use for
one.

“I have sent her several pack-
ages but the only request she has
made is for soap powder, so I have
sent that to her. We don't dare
send her anything religious. They
are not allowed to have anything
like that in Saudi Arabia. They
can't even have religious services

out in public. If they have them it
has to be in an enclosed building
where none of the Saudis can see
them.”

Tina's dad was in the Air Force
but she is the only one of the
Charney’s seven children, five boys
and two girls, who went in the
service.

“She is carrying on the tradi-
tion,” said her father. “Her hus-
band is devastated. He's a good
father and has the boys with him
allof the time and they keep asking
about their mother. They are her
biggest worry,” said Mrs. Charney.
“I hope the crisis is settled soon
and she can come home,” she said.

In the meantime, the family is
hoping to receive a phone call from
their daughter. “It would be so
good to hear her voice,” said Mrs.
Charney.
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401 Adams Ave. Suite 201
Scranton, PA 1850

DONALD LIEBERMAN, M.D.

ANAGEMENT

ASSOCIATES

is pleased to announce the opening of its office at

Specializing in acute and chronic pain syndromes,
nerve blocks, reflex sympathetic dystrophy, low

back pain, and muscular pain syndromes.
APPOINTMENTS NOW BEING ACCEPTED.
CALL: 824-8447

Director

270 South River Street
Plains, PA 18705
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"1 feel
like |l HAVE
MY LIFE BACK"

Thanks to Physicians
Weight Loss Center

"“Before Physicians Weight Loss Program my day consisted of eating un-
healthy foods, gaining weight, smoking cigarettes, expensive prescription
drugs, watching T.V. and as little exercise as possible.

Now after I've lost 93 Ibs. on the healthy high-fiber diet my day consists of
eating a healthy, nutritious balanced diet and maintaining my weight, no
cigarettes, no prescription drugs, and a regular aerobic exercise class.

WHY DON'T YOU GET YOUR LIFE BACK TODAY?"

Physicians 3 i
WEIGHTLOSS
> Centers.

With you every day. every pound of the way.s*
UNITED PENN PLAZA, KINGSTON
288-8833

‘All you have to gain is help. undersianding, and the hnow!
edge of how to become the person you really want to

would like to toke this opportunity to say thanks to all i the e
cians Weight Loss for helping me through seme tough times ciony with

ses at Phys,
HeIng 5o

Fifth Dallas Borough policeman joins force
Dallas Borough Mayor Paul LaBar swears in the borough’s newly appointed police officer James
Sheerin prior to Sheerin’s starting with the department. Sheerin is presently a resident of Scranton.
Participants in the ceremony were from left, manager Milton Lutsey; Mayor LaBar; Sheerin and Borough

Police Chief John Fowler. (Post Photo/Charlot M. Denmon)

“HOME

Save at Town & Country on the Furniture
and Accessories that will make your house

HOLIDAYS™

PENNSYILVANIA HOUSE
HOLIDAY
TRADITIONS SALE

Add Distinction to Holiday Enter-
taining with Pennsylvania House
Dining Rooms.

FOR
THE

<4 All dining rooms sale'price.d for
holiday delivery.

MELISSA BILLINGTON

<€ Choose from Solid Cherry, Oak,
Pine, Maple, Mahogany, or Wicker,
featuring very special Pennsylvania
House Craftsmanship and
multi-step Hand
Finishing . . . 27
styles in 16
finishes.

MEMBER

PENNSYLVANIA
Its what you've wanted all along,

HOME

FURNISHINGS

COUNCIL

Create your own comfort with
Pennsylvania House Sofas,
Loveseats, Sleepers, Chairs and
Ottomans. Choose from an in-
credible selection of styles, a
wide range of custom details,
more than 900 decorator fabrics,
including ultrasuede and leather.

Sofa prices as low as $799
Chair prices as low as $4 19

Family heirlooms are born here. . .

f\ \
T & CEUTRT
FURNITURE CALLERIES
253-257 South Main Street, Wilkes-Barre

VISA ;
@ Open Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 A.M. to 9 P.M. _ Phones:

Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 A.M.to 5 P.M. Wilkes-Barre Scranton

823-0138 693-2357

Sundays by appointment only
FREE PARKING ¢ FREE DELIVERY e CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE ¢ DECORATOR SERVICE




