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Family of one local abused child speaks out 
By SCOTT A. DAVIS 
Post Staff 

Editor's note: Because of the 
sensitive nature of this story, the 
names of the subjects have been 
changed. They are, however, 
real people who live in the Back 

Mountain. 
It was about 4:30 in the morn- 

ing when the phone rang. Jane 
glanced over at her sleeping hus- 
band John. She was glad the 
phone did not wake him- he had 
to be up for work at 6:30. 

“I answered the phone and 
the person said he was a police 

~ officer,” Jane recalled Friday af- 
ternoon. “I knew right away what 
was wrong.” r 

Jane squeezed her husband's 
hand as the officer confirmed 
her fears. Her 22-year-old 
daughter and her infant grand- 
daughter were in the hospital. 
“It seemed they fell down the 
basement steps,” Jane recalled 

. the officer saying. 
15 minutes later, Jane and 

John were at the hospital wait- 
ing room. “I remember the police 
car parked outside the emer- 
gency room, Jane said. “I knew 
that if my daughter had actually 
just fallen down the steps, my 
son-in-law would have been the 
one to call me.” 

But Jane does not have the 
best relationship with her son- 
in-law. Soon after her daugh- 
ter's 1987 marriage, Jane said 
she could see her daughter was 
being abused. : 

“She would come to our house 
crying in the middle of the night,” 
Jane said. “She would tell how 
her husband hit her, kicked her, 
and often raped her.” 

Each time her daughter came 
to her home crying, Jane said 
she would call the police. “The 

  

  

officer would come and fill out a 
report,” she said. “But there was 
nothing he could do unless he 
saw the attack or if she was 
abused. My son-in-law was 
always careful not to leave 
bruises.” 

Then Jane's daughter had a 
child in 1988. “We were so happy 
to have a new little girl in the 
family,” Jane recalled. “We were 
sure this new responsibility 
would stop the beatings.” 

But the beatings did not stop, 
instead they became worse Jane 
said. “After she was born, he 
started beating both of them.” 

Jane said she and her hus- 
band both tried several times to 
take their daughter and grand- 
daughter to women’s shelters, 
but her daughter would always 
go back home. 

“She told us he loved her and 
she deserved the beatings,” Jane 
recalled with tears welling up in 
her eyes. “I do not understand 
how my own daughter could say 
that.” 

Fearing for the safety of the 
child, Jane called the Luzerne 
County Children and Youth 
Services. “They sent a social 
worker to the home occasionally 
to check on the child, but they 
always called about a week 

  

The social service 
agency would call 

ahead when 
planning to visit, so 
the beatings would 

stop until after 
they came 
  

ahead of time,” Jane explained. 
“So he would stop hitting them 
when the service was coming. 
When they were gone, my daugh- 
terand granddaughter suffered!” 

“And then there we were in 
the hospital emergency room 
almost three years after the 
beatings began,” Jane said. 

Jane and John waited for” 
about two hours before anyone 
came to speak with them. “The 
doctor came out with s solemn 
look on his face,” Jane said with 
a slight shiver. “I remember 
thinking, ‘It is all over, they're 
dead.” 

But they were not dead. The 
child was taken to a hospital in 
Philadelphia for head injuries. 
Their daughter would soon be 
released with broken ribs and a 
broken forearm. 

Jane asked the doctor where 
her son-in-law was. “He told us 
he was in police custody charged 
with assaulting our daughter,” 
Jane recalled. “I was so glad he 
was finally arrested. Maybe now 
he would pay for what he has 
done.” 

Her son-in-law was released 
after her daughter dropped the 
charges that night. “We have 
given up on her,” Jane said. “I 
think maybe she likes being 

beaten somehow. But I will not 
allow my granddaughter to re- 
turn to that home.” 

Jane has been fighting for 
custody of the child since the 
night at the hospital. Children 
and Youth Services, however, 
has informed her she is unlikely 
to win, she said. 

“They told me the child will be 
placed in a foster home for a few 
months while my daughter 
works things out with her hus- 
band,” Jane said. “Then they 
plan to return the child to them. 
We have been told there is noth- 
ing we can do.” 

John had not spoken to the 
reporter throughout the entire 
interview. But he had some- 
thing to say at the end. 

“This so-called man at- 
tempted to suffocate an infant 
because she would not stop 
crying. My daughter took the 
baby in her arms and ran for the 
door. He grabbed her and 
punched her with a closed fist. 
Then this tough guy threw my 
daughter and granddaughter 
down 12 steps. 

“And now the state is saying 
they cannot prove it happened 
that way so they are going to 
give this man a few months to 
cool off. 

“My granddaughter is going 
to die because nobody wants to 
do anything to stop it.” 

  

"My granddaughter 
is going to die 

because nobody 
wants to do 

anything to stop it.” 
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eral times her mother was in jail 
charged with suspicious deaths,” 
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said her foster mother. 
A third Back Mountain family 

) Te had three children removed 

“».| rom them due to both mental and 
physical abuse, but primarily 

neglect, according to the foster 
_‘~ mother. One, the oldest, was re- 
Ni¥cently returned to the biological 

id parents. 
“The six-year-old is being used 

as a guinea pig, but under the law, 
the agency has to give the parents 
another chance,” the foster mother 

explained. “It's a shame; it's the 
children who suffer. It scars them 

and it hurts us to see the children 

returned to the other environment.” 
The mother of the foster family 

said . they had often discussed 
taking such children because they 
were blessed with healthy chil- 
dren. “We decided when our chil- 
dren got older that we would take 
in some younger children so ours 
could be role models,” the foster 
mother explained. 

&. planned on three at one time, but 
| we took them since they were from: 
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CUSTOM INTERIORS 
» Custom Woodworking 

Remodeling + Wall papering 
» Additions 

» Custom built furniture pieces * 
Licensed & Insured 

» Over 20 years Experience 
FREE CONSULTION 

836-2660 

“We hadn't 
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(‘DON'T LET DIRT GET \ 
YOU DOWN! 

Services 
Cleaning 
Specialists 

Has openings in the Dallas/ 
Kingston Area 

5675-8677 
. FREE ESTIMATES 

\Experienced ° Reliable / 
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+ Computerized 
_ Presrciption Service 
_* Russell Stover 
_ Candies 
+ Greeting Cards 
+ PA Lottery Ticket 
+ Newspapers 
+ Magazines       

Memorial Highway, Shavertown 

675-1191     

one family. 
“The children were neglected 

physically and emotionally and had 
suffered physical abuse but no 
sexual abuse.” 

The foster mother explained that 
the children’s home was filthy and 
that the children had animalistic 
eating habits. They were unable to 
communicate because they had 
no exposure to books. She said the 
eldest had been enrolled in Head- 
start but had very poor attendance. 

“All three of them made major 
progress while they were with us. 
The three and four-year-olds are 

still with us but they have to spend 
the weekends with their parents 
and the six-year-old is nowat home 
all of the time. 

“Each time they come back from 
their parents, we have to start 
training all over again. The agency 
has to give the parents another 
chance, the parents are set up. to 
fail again,” the foster mother said. 

“They have been with us for two 
years and they have improved but 
I don't believe they will ever be 
college material unless it is the 
youngest one.” 
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ADD-A-NURSE 
Professional, Compassionate, Caring 

24 Hour Service * 7 Days a Week 
RD #1,LT 16 

Harveys Lake, PA 18618 

639-5558 

PRIVATE DUTY 
NURSES 

& NURSES 
AIDES 

ADD-A-NURSE is a 
registry of nurses and 
nurses aides available 
for in-home or hospital 

service. 
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January 
Special 
Colorful 

$25.00 Value For 

$18.95    
   
    
     

Arrangements 

EVANS-KING FLORAL INC. 
1280 Wyoming Ave., Forty-Fort, PA 

822-1128 

      

    

   
    

    
   

  

  
      
    

  
  

    

  

  

288-3671 
  

  

  Zoning 
(continued from page 1) 3 

the municipalities on how to go 
about this. 

“We have composed some com- 
mon ordinances for the member 
municipalities but we need assis- 
tance from the community offi- 
cials on what we do with these. 
Recently, Jackson Township has 
indicated they want to join the 
Commission,” 

Council president Tim Carroll 
told Molski council would discuss 
the problems and get back to the 
Commission members. 

Council also approved Police 
Chief John Fowler's request to 
increase the cost of investigating 
private burglar alarms from $15 to 
$25, the same as the fire alarm 
charge. Members also approved 
increasing the parking violation 
fine from $5 to $10. 

Police committee chairman 
Cooper also reported that as funds 
become available, a new police 
cruiser will be purchased through 

- the Pennsylvania state contract at 
a cost of $13,238. 

Carroll explained that he and 
vice-chairman Russell Eyet had 
drawn up a list of committee 
members for the 1990 year. “We 
are trying something different this 
year,” Carroll explained. “Instead 
of three member committees we 
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The Council also 
formed committees 

on recycling and 
future planning 
  

are having two men on a commit- 
tee. We believe this will make it 
more convenient for the commit- 

tees to meet. Russ and I will be 
interested in meeting with the 
committees.” 

Carroll named the committees 
as follows: Police-Don Cooper, 
chairman; Don Shaffer; Roads, 
Shaffer, chairman; Cooper; Build- 
ing, Harold Brobst, chairman; Russ 
Eyet; Parks & Recreation, Eyet, 

. chairman; Brobst; Future Plan- 
ning, Jerry Machell, chairman; 
Patricia Peiffer; Recycling, Peiffer, 
chairperson and Machell. 

Carroll explained that the last 
two are new committees and im- 
portant ones since recycling and 
solid waste are hot issues now and 
in the future and now is the time 
that the council should start look- 
ing ahead. 

Eyet took time to explain that 
looking into the future, the time 
might come for the consolidation 
of police and road departments 
throughout the Back Mountain. 
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Call Now 
Last 6 seats 
Available! : 

      
  

Gold % Silver ¢ Diamonds % 
Fashion Jewelry ¢ Leather 

Handbags < Evening Purses % 
Class Rings ¢ Umbrellas % 

Rhinestone Jewelry 
IMMEDIATE CASH PAID FOR 

DENTAL GOLD, SCRAP GOLD & 
SILVER, (regardless of condition) 

Jewelry Repairs ¢ Stone Setting « Ring 
Sizing 

% Cleaning & Polishing # 
ENGRAVING DEPARTMENT 
Trophies - Plaques - Gifts - 

Laminating 

We've Got So Much More To 
Offer... Why Go Anywhere Else? 

86 E. Tioga St., Rt. 6 
Tunkhannock, PA 18657 

iStadio, Jeweler 

717-836-14KT 
Visa-MasterCard-Free Layaways   

J ewelry World 

(717) 288-9381 
or 1-800-333-3072   717) 829-622 

ot JN 

SUPER VALUE! __ 

     
OPTIONAL FEATURES: + Car Rentals « 
Sleigh Rides + Ski Rentals - Ice Skating - Snowshoe walks 

EDWARDSVILLE WILKES-BARRE SCRANTON WILLIAMSPORT 

Gateway Shopping Center Jewelcor Center Route 6 201 Basin St. 
Edwardsville, PA 18704 100 N. Wilkes-Barre Bivd. (In Jewelcor Store) Williamsport, PA 17701 

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18773 Scranton, PA 18508 

-333-3078 

  

  

  

ki lift tickets Dinner 

(717) 326-7445 
20245 or 1-800-33-3076 717 
333-3074 or 1-8   

  

  

  

  

  
      

  

Are your 
LT (el [o] oJ RET fe 
Homeowners 

Premiums too high? 
07:11 K 

Slocum Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

575 Memorial Hwy. 
Dallas, PA 18612 

YET LY 

WF v.) An Independent 
tw Insurance Co. 
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area off hall bath - 3 BR's » 

$64,450 - 5 

  
Ag 

MODEL HOME ON DISPLAY 
$71,800 - 70' x 32' « all brick ° 

two car garage « covered rear porch sunken LR « laundry 

  

THE CAMBRIDGE IV 
MODEL HOME ON DISPLAY 

UPPER LEVEL - LR « DR - eat-in kitchen 3 BR's * 
LOWER LEVEL - 24' family room 4th BR « 1/2 bath 

« laundry room oversized two car garage 
1725 SQ. FT. LIVING AREA 

Call or write for free brochure & price sheet 
655-3724 - 1333 Rt. 315, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703 

Chicken Salad...... 

  Hot Soup & Chili, Monday 

Meat Loaf......oeeeserernnnnnndb. $2.69 
Potato Salad.........ccceevevennnenndb. $1.49 
Tomato Salad......ceeeerressenenen db. $1.79 

ceveenmeenennnedlD. $3.99 

Thru Saturda     

    
  

    
    

  

  

675-0696 

CUSTOM BUILT ON YOUR LO 
(NOT PRE FAB OR MODULAR) ries 

In 

   
HELSEA | 

15' master BR features full bath 
& walk in closet « formal DR large eat-in Kitchen 

  
Exterior Plywood Sheathing, 
Ceramic Tile Baths, Birch 

Custom Cabinetry, Wall to 
Wall Carpeting, Linoleum in 
Kitchen, Steel Garage Doors 

DIRECTI 

  

‘Rt. 315, approx. 2 mi. north 
of the Wyoming Valley Mall 

Not Responsible For Typographical Errors 
We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities 

MAC Accepted Here For All Purchases 

  

      
    FEATURES 

Steel Support Beam, 
Anderson Windows, All 

            
    
      
        

  

terior, Doors, Slate Foyer, 

  

     

     

  

    
    and Many More 

HOME HOURS 
Daily 12 - 8 p.m. 
Closed Friday 

Sat. & Sun. 12-5 p.m. 

NS TO MODEL 
ME CENTER 
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Just past Pocono Downs 
Race Track 

  

   
   

  6' x 28' bi-level - 
Full bath - 

  
1 JANOVER 
Foes 
BETTER HOMES FOR BETTER LIVING 

   
   

        

   
   

  

Established 1959


