
  

  

  

Traditional tux still 
top wedding wear 

By Lisa Lebowitz 
Copley News Service 

Much is made of bridal party 
attire: What kind of dress will the 
bride wear? Will the bridesmaids 
be able to recycle their outfits? 

Has the bride, for superstition’s 
sake, kept her dress closeted away 
where her groom-to-be won't be 
able to peek? 

. All of this fuss, ritual and tradi- 
tion draw attention away from 
what the men are wearing. But if 
this season is any indication, the 
eclipse is over. 
Menswear for weddings is 

emerging with quiet elegance. The 
well-groomed groom is looking to 
textural interest to make tradi- 
tional shapes more modern and 
more dashing than ever. 

According to Kenneth Hall, vice 
president of After Six, there are 
four traditional types of formal 
wear: | 
‘For semiformal, daytime wed- 

dings, the “stroller,” a gray, regu- 
lar-length jacket worn with gray- 
striped trousers, a pearl-gray vest 
and four-in-hand gray-striped tie. 
This is the attire of choice when 
the bride opts for a dress without 

a train. 
When the wedding is more for- 

mal, but again during the day, the 
traditional cutaway, sporting an 

ascot and pearl-gray vest, is the 
most popular choice, but only be- 
fore 6 in the evening. 

After 6, the classic tuxedo is top 
sartorial choice, superceded only 
when the event is ultraformal — 

in which case “full dress,” or 
white tie and tails is the order of 

~ the evening. 
“By definition, marriage is a 

very formal thing” explains Hall, 
“and traditional occasions call for 
traditional tuxes.” 

But even the most time-honored 
silhouette can be improved upon. 

“What we're seeing now are 
~ changes in styling that are consist- 
ent with general menswear 
trends,” comments Monroe Wein- 
stock, president and head of Raffi- 
nati formal wear division. “Jack- 
ets are slightly wider with higher 
shoulders, the button-positioning 

is a bit lower at the waist. Jackets 
are non-vented, and pleated trou- 
sers are a must.” 

There's also a greater variety of 
lapel choices to select from. The 
classic shawl collar is still import- 
ant, as is notch-lapel styling. 

The trend that currently is gain- 
ing popularity? The peak lapel, 

- where the bottom part of the lapel 
protrudes and wings upward. 
The biggest news to date, how- 

ever, is in fabrication, and there's 

nothing like textural interest to 

add punch to familiar shapes. 
“Look for tone-on-tone and tex- 

ture,” says Barbara Tober, editor- 

in-chief of Bride's magazine. “The 
shadow stripe, diamond patterns, 

jacquard or brocade ideas that 
evoke ‘Le Smoking’ — the great 
old smoking jackets, these are 

strong trends now.” 
Tober adds that some interest- 

‘ing colors are entering the mar- 
ket. In addition to traditional 
black and gray, Bride's just photo- 
graphed a purple tux for a future 
issue. Midnight blue is also .out 
and about, and white is always 

      
    
     

    

      

    

  

  

  

  

Don't buy your wedding 
or engagement jewelry 

until you've checked our 
price and selection - you'll be 

pleasantly surprised! 
FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

10% Off All Sterling Silver Jewelry 
(And An Additional 5% On Orders of $40.00 or more) 

Groom's Glossary 
  

Any groom can find himself lost 
in a maze of ties, tails and dress 
shirts. To help you look dandy, 
here’s a quick rundown. 

Formal, daytime. Gray cutaway 
with black-and-gray striped trou- 
sers and pearl gray vest. Spread- 
collar shirt and striped four-in- 
hand tie or wing collar and striped 
ascot. Gray gloves optional. 

Formal, evening. Black full- 
dress tails and black trousers with 
a black satin stripe. White pique 
wing-collar dress shirt, white tie, 
white vest. White gloves and black 
top hat optional. 

Semiformal, daytime. Try a 
gray stroller coat with black-and- 
gray striped trousers. White 
spread-collar shirt under a gray 
vest. Four-in-hand tie. 

Semiformal, evening. Black tux- 
edo coat with satin peak, notch or 
shawl lapels over trousers with a 
black satin stripe. Cummerbund 
or vest and turned-down or wing 
collar with ruffled or pleated 
front. Black satin or fashion-print 
tie that matches the cummerbund.       

classic for summer weddings or 
affairs in the South and Southwest. 

That perennial dilemma, to 
choose a double- or single-breast- 

ed style, is in part, pragmatically 
solved. 

“Ninety percent of wedding tux- 
edos are rented,” says Weinstock. 
“Single-breasted styles are easier 
to fit, so the majority of wedding 
rentals are single-breasted.” 

But there is a growing trend 
toward buying. Hall reports that 
in the last four years, retail sales 
have grown from 10 percent to 30 
percent of After Six’s total busi- 
ness. 

. “And with so many i.en buying 
tuxes,” says Hall, “it’s become im- 
portant to individualize them — a 
feat that's accomplished with the 
savvy use of accessories.” 

Enter paisley cummerbunds 
and ties, art deco and baroque 
vests, bow ties that glitter with 
threads of silver lame or colorful 
suspenders that don’t even match 
the bridesmaids’ dresses. 

These days, there are more oc- 
casions to dress up, and if a man is 
going to wear his tux six times a 
year, he’s going to find a way to 
make it interesting,” comments 
Hall. 

But unless his wedding is hip 
and fashion-forward, the more 

traditional tuxes head for the 
altar, while the high-fashion ac- 
coutrements wait at home for an- 
other evening. 

Frequently, the only difference 
between the groom’s attire and 
the rest of his wedding party is the 
flower worn in his lapel. Grooms 
may wear a sprig from the bride’s 
bouquet, while the best man, 

ushers and fathers of the bride and 
groom, sport a flower similar to 

those the bridesmaids are carry- 
ing. 

“But boutonnieres have more 
style, too,” says Tober. “These 
days it’s not unusual to catch sight 
of delphinium, freesia and lily of 

the valley in place of roses and 
carnations.” 

What are the two most egre- 
gious errors a groom can make — 
short of not showing up? 

  

    

        
     

      

Jewelry World 
"The Affordable Jewelry Store" 

Complete Line of Gold, Silver, Diamonds 
Fashion Jewelry and Rhinestone Jewelry 

REPAIRS « ENGRAVING + LAMINATING « SPECIAL ORDERS 
Buyers of Scrap Gold, Silver, Antique Jewelry & Coins 

86 E. Tioga St. (Rt. 6), Tunkhannock, PA 18657 
(717) 836-14KT 
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GROOM GORGEOUS - Today's grooms are a dapper set, sporting 
suits of crisp elegance. Shown here: A formal black tail coat paired 
with front pleated trousers and a wing collar shirt from the Raffinati.       

  
Jewelry can make 
the perfect gift 

By Debra Lee Baldwin 
Copley News Service 

Gifts of jewelry symbolize that 
which is beautiful, timeless and of 
paramount importance — and as 
such are ideal for your wedding. 

The bridal couple will want to 
select special gifts for each other 
and for your attendants. It is also 
appropriate for you to receive 
jewelry from your parents and 
guests. 

: Ideal gifts for the bride to give 
the groom are a good watch or 
pair of gold cuff links. As with all 
wedding gifts, engraving the date 
of the occasion and a few senti- 
mental words is appropriate. 

The groom might surprise the 
bride with a watch, too, or with 

fine jewelry. Another popular 
choice is a frame of sterling silver 
to hold his picture. 

The father of the bride usually 
gives her a gift of fine jewelry — 
perhaps diamond earrings or a 
pearl choker. 

Gifts to your attendants are 
usually distributed before the 
wedding. Traditionally, each 
bridesmaid gets an identical gift, 
but honor attendants usually 
receive something a little more 
special. 

Good choices for attendants’ 
gifts include something they can 
wear on the big day — such as 
pearl earrings, a diamond hair 
clip, a gold chain with a heart 
shaped locket or a lovely bracelet. 

  

Top lat And U.: | 
Formal Wear & Wedding Accessories 

Come In And See Us 

 Formalwear Rental 

Fur Rental   
Shirts and shoes! 
On the definite don’t list are for- 

mal-wear shirts with ruffles. Also 
on the outs are tired-looking tops 
in sappy pastels. 

If you do want to create visual - 
interest, choose a white shirt with 
a natty wing collar. The best fab-- 
rics to go with are silk or 100 per- 
cent cotton, fibers that breathe. 

And to step out in style, make 
sure your shoes are high-sheen 
patent rather than workaday 

matte. 

“They don’t have to be tradi- 
tional evening slippers in shape,” 
says Hall, “but they really should 
be high-gloss black, and prefera- 
bly a black patent leather shoe.” 
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* Bridesmaids 

» Accessories 

127 W. 8th St. 
Wyoming. PA 

693-4696   ~ 

For The Ultimate "Couture Experience”... 

  

Designer Bridal Gowns 

» Mothers of the Wedding 
Special Occasion Dresses 

» Shoes & Handbags Dyed to Match 

\- 

Janice B. Shepherd   Owner 
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WE ARE PROUD 

    

240 Penn Avenue 

Scranton, PA 
(717) 343-5100   

TO CONTINUE A TRADITION 

Classic Bride 

~ THE PRISCILLA COLLECTION 
EACH WITH A SPECIAL BRIDE IN MIND. 

- UNMISTAKABLE TOUCH OF ELEGANCE. 

AS WELL AS CONTEMPORARY, 

AS WELL AS LIGHTHEARTED. 
DESIGNS TO COMPLEMENT THE BRIDE 

AND HER ATTENDANTS. 

Classic Bride 
Now Located At 

Member Of The 

- National Bridal Service 

$64 
EACH WITH THAT 

TRADITIONAL 

SOPHISTICATED 

68 S. Main Street 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 

(717) 824-5100         

e Bridal Veils 

e Invitations 

  

    
Flowers i" 

Call For Appointment A 

696-2824 or 
Re a aaa 
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"Your Complete Printing and Copying Center" 

WEDDING INVITATIONS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

FOR YOUR 
SPECIAL DAY! 

Special Discounts 
Available 

On All Orders 

Call for after hour appointments 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:00 

pyMakers Printing 
32 YEARS OF RELIABLE SERVICE 

187 North Main St., Wilkes-Barre, PA. 
ON YX ) 

    

        
   

    

   
   

    

  

     
    

  

  
  

    

   
       

   

Gifts For The 

Bride & Groom, 

Bridesmaids and 

Male Attendants. 
A 

Wedding Rings 

  
  

Osfar ROTH 
py | | 

659 Memorial Highway, Dallas, Pa.’ 
Telephone 675-2623             
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