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Americans inherit holiday tradition from others 
  

By ROSELLA STERN 
Copley News Service 
  

America is certainly the land of opportunity 
and variety when it comes to Christmas celebra- 
tions. Families can cling to the holiday tradi- 
tions brought to America by their forefathers, or 
they can share in a great wealth of cultural 
choices. This year, it might be fun to begin a 
new tradition - something from another country. 
Mexico has two appealing traditions. The 

posadas, or processions, which begin nine days 
before Christmas, can easily be adapted to 
American culture. Originally, these were jour- 

nesy that mirrored the travels of Joseph and 
Mary to Bethlehem. They have now become 
preholiday visits, with some staying home to 
prepare little treats and act as hosts while the 
others go visiting door to door. Neighborhoods 
organize these evenings before Christmas as 
progressive open houses. 
Another Mexican tradition especially for chil- 

dren is the pinata. Used for Christmas and also 
for birthdays, the pinata usually is made of 
papier mache and takes the form of animals, 
plants or favorite folk heroes. 

Filled with sweets and hung from the ceiling, 
the pinata is ready for an assault. Children are 
blindfolded, then twirled around and given a 

stick to break the swinging pinata. Once broken, 
the children scramble for the treats that tumble 
to the ground. 
Many American traditions are actually British 

in origin. In fact, the British have been ‘very 
merry’ at Christmastime since the Middle 
Ages. Charles Dickens’s 19th century version of 
Christmas as pictured in ‘‘A Christmas Carol’ is 
dear to the hearts of many Americans. From 
England comes the Yule log, the flamed plum 
pudding, Christmas caroling and the custom of 
sending Christmas Cards. 

The Welsh were so fond of caroling they 
created caroling contests, and now many Ameri- 
can communities participate in organized carol- 

ing. Grous practice and perhaps dress for the 
occasion in top hats or Victorian coats, then sing 
for their neighbors in hopes of being invited in 
for cookies, punch and other goodies. 
The many northern cultures of Europe have 

traditions involving light, fire and food at 
Christmas. The Danes place a lighted candle in 
the window as an invitation for stranger to join 
them. At Christmas Eve dinner the Julesbaal, or 
Yule log, is brought into the house and lit in the 
hearth. Many traditions surround the dragging 
of the log out of the forest; the youngest son 
often ‘‘rides’’ the log as it’s transported. 

Another tradition from Scandanavia is the 
feeding of the birds in the winter snow. 
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 B guarantee you'll have fd i : 
+ d tan after completing the I oy 

J introductory program.” 1 

: Come In ForA | 
/ FREE SESSION 

     

  

GENERATION 
// hg Salon Dedicated To Tanning Only” : 

«Dallas Corners Bldg., Rt. 415, Dallas 

675-4412 
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Find Gifts 

For The 

Whole Family =~ AL 
For Christmas ) 

Jeans $10 - Up 
Cord Pants $10 & 
Ladies’, Men's & Kids’ 

| Western Dress Shirts $10 
Down Jackets & Vests 
Woolrich Sweaters ol 

N. Jogging Pants - Acme - 
-4 Hikers - Sneakers - Shoes a 

ALL AT OUTLET PRICES! b 

"JEAN STORE 
Next to Cannon Towel Outlet 
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100 OFF 
PERMS 

3 1 390... $20 

$9250. $25 

INCLUDES CUT « APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

MAGES . 

  

$ 9 7°00 $30 

$3 1 50. $35 

Longer Hair Extra 

Mon., Tues., Sat. 8-5 

NARROWS SHOPPING CENTER, EDWARDSVILLE 
wea === YY I nr" 

  

A HAIR SALON . 

$ 8 50 

Reg. $10 
Longer Hair Extra 

288- 4410 Or Come In Wed. Thurs, Fri. 89 

TASH, CUT, BLOW DRY 
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7 WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD 
LAYAWAY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS, 
  

    

600 BIKES LOW OVERHEAD, 
ASSEMBLED VOLUME BUYING 
& IN STOCK MEANS SAVINGS 

J TO CHOOSE FROM TOYOU... 
  

  

Don't Know What To Give Him Or Her? 

| GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 

y Check Around Then Come To 

- OLD MILL BIKE : 
i For The Best Deals On Bikes, 

Parts, Skateboards And Accessories! 

7 |“WE’RE THE COMPLETE BIKE SHOP" |! 
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD! 

/ OLD MILL BIKE SHOP 
* 1320 EXETER AVE., W. PITTSTON 

Phone 655-4262 

    

    

  

      
   

  
    i Memorial Hwy., Dallas 2 

hy Daily 10-8; Sunday 1-6 675-5069 y 
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Nylint Napa 
18-Wheeler 
Made of Steel 
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    Roxanne Opalicki 

olidzy Gifts 
For That 

SPECIAL LADY 
» PERSONAL (Sizes 8-16) & JOYCE SEPARATES ¢ 

o LEE & CANDY JEANS & SLACKS ¢ 
« TRANSFORMER FLEECE LINED TOPS & PANTS ¢ 

o GENESIS ¢ ORGANICALLY GROWN ¢ STUART LANG ¢ 

Heart @Q Fashions 
RT. 309-415 PLAZA, DALLAS — 675-8879 

Mon. thru Sat. 10-9; Sun. 12-5 

   

  

Visa ¢ MasterCard 
Discover: Card 

¢ TEA TIME « FRUIT ¢ 
* CHOCOLATE LOVERS ¢ 

* HEALTH NUT ¢ COOKIES e 
Local or Mail Order Deliveries 

With Advance Notice 

* SWEETIES BEAR COOKIES 
¥ AND PLUSH TOYS 
G Available For Holiday Gifts 

      
    

     

  

   
     

   

  

"PADDED VINYL 
CASSETTE CASE 

{ Eo . HOLDS 60 
: i List $15.98 
I Sa 

    

            

3 PADDED VINYL 38. 93 . ii s Covers ° Blank Audio Tapes 
71 TR: CA Valentine’s Jewelry ~~ Antiques Etcetera = Dale K. Myers Antiques ee 7 boips 24 65 Tunkhannock Road 65 Tunkhannock Road Evans Falls J ;.THURS., FRI, SAT. SPECIAL | 

— SALE — Dallas Dallas Route 309 & Route 29 | /| Rental §2.50 fom nox doy bor onl 
$5.95 675-6945 675-0665 836-1582 \ : ® fret 4 

IN Movie Rentals § 

  

  

Owner/Manager 

  

Thursday, December 4 

Friday, December 5 

Please Come to Our 

Open House 

Saturday, December 6 

Sunday, December 7 

12 noon to 9 p.m. 

Jewelry Specials 

  

o New - Used Tapes © Blank Tapes 
» Head Cleaners ¢ VCR Dust 
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: = by Sales 

MOUNTAIN 

"VIDEO 
FERNBROOK: PLAZA, RT. 309, DALLAS     

     

   

  

    

  

b ( OIE HER THE 
| GIFT OF BEAUTY... 
| A certificate 
redeemable for any- 

; i styling service or retail product 

% a (E277 cate 

Fi 0 = 
amount: 

  

  

      

  

  

          

oe 
STYLING 
SALON 

Wyoming Valley Mall, W.-B. 
    

Memorial Highway, Dallas 

5 Daily 10 - Midnight; Sun. 11 - Midnight 

§ Christmas SER 

Selected 

BALLS 
J BAGS 
SHOES 

Back Mountain 
Bowl 

675-5026 

{ F Merchandise 

J *MOCCASINS 
30% OFF 
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*SHIRTS 
*SLACKS 
*BLOUSES 

‘elndian Woven Rugs 

\_ sPONCHOS 

ON ALL 
14-KARAT GOLD and STERLING SILVER 

  

#( Indian Joe Eagle 
5) Leather Craft Shop 
Nn 20 West Broad St. Nanticoke, PA 

735-8774 ———— 
~ pictures 

Jey coin jewelry) 5 

WITH THIS COUPON 
Expires Decomber 15, 1986 

TOM OCHMAN 
Coins and Jewelry 

  

_ LOWER LEVEL GAR BLDG. 
_ PENNAVE.GLINDEN   LEATHER “omy o 

50008 tANe rg 
Greeting Cards 

*HAND ts CRAFTED GIFT 1TiMs WOH   18 CHURCH ST., DALLAS 
(NEXT TO REA & DERRICK) 

- PHONE 675-5872 
OPEN: MON. thry SAT. 10-4 

OPEN THURS. & FRI. EVENINGS 6:30 to 8:30 

 


