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Phenomenon of '80s: executive bride

ere come the brides — older and
H more sophisticated than ever!
According to bridal industry
figures, of the more than 1.5 million
women marrying in 1983 for the first
time, one-fifth were over 25 and, of
those, one-third were over 30.

Anyone who has paid attention to
wedding invitations over the past few
years will also realize that brides are not
only older, they are also frequently
executive brides.

These are brides with full careers from
which the celebration of marriage is a
brief, yet important pause in their hectic
lifestyles.

Brides in their mid-20s are more likely
to be career women, and this trend
peaks with brides aged 30. Both their
wedding celebrations and their bridal
ensembles are more sophisticated than
their younger counterparts’ choices,
even if the older bride is mafrying for the
first time.

This changed picture of the American
bride is not an overnight phenomenon. It
is the result of social and economic
changes shifting through society for the
past two decades — and it is certainly
making changes in the bridal fashion
business.

Editor-in-Chief of ‘‘Modern Bride, "’
Cele Goldsmith Lalli, comments, ‘‘Older
brides often choose lace and trains
when marrying for the first time.

GOLDEN PELACS

However, the type of gown an executive
woman selects is likely to be more highly
styled. For bridal designers and retailers,
this fine line has been a fascinating
challenge.”’

She adds, ‘‘Today’s career woman
has a very different perspective
concerning her wedding plans than a
young woman just out of school — but
she does want to look very special with
just the perfect dash of tradition.”

Darlene Katz, buyer of bridal gowns
for the JCPenney Co., observes, ‘‘The
new brides want it alll They want their
careers, their perfect wedding, a spouse
and family — and they want happiness
and fulfillment, beginning with the gown
they select from us.

““This career bride in the throes of
wedding planning is an exciting
customer. Her ideas are specific and her
vision is quite clear — she is a confidant
shopper.”’ Katz notes that there are also
many ‘‘executive brides’’ who are
‘‘encore,’’ or repeat, brides.

To serve these women, bridal retailers
are showing a wider range of
sophisticated, trend-setting choices in
their new collection.

The spring, 1985, bridal fashions at
JCPenney's larger department stores
reflect influences from both Italian and
French designers. Lustrous embroidery
and fine laces are much in evidence,

Customize Your Wedding Music...

CATERING SERVICE

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

**Weddings ® Banquets ® Funeral Gatherings ¢ Showers
And All Social Functions

® Accommodating From 20 to 600 ® Take-Out Foods a Specialty

® Package Plans to meet your need.

228 GEORGE AVE. WB
GOLDEN PALACE RESTAURANT
& CATERING SERVICE

824-0500
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Have the best of both— A Disc Jockey & Continuous
Music, PLUS The Magic of Live Entertainment...You
select the music. Tom plays non-stop during your
reception, and sings the songs of Popular Artists.

WEDDING PHOTOGRAP

Starting at $140
FREE 11x14

With Weddings Booked From This Ad
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Atfordable Packages To Suit Your Needs
Complete Coverage Plans

HY COPYMAKERS

187 N. Main St., Wilkes-Barre
WEDDING INVITATIONS
BRIDAL ACCESSORIES

" Open: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Call For Evening Or Saturday Appointments

823-0125

Serving Wyoming Valley 28 Years
Look For Our Coupon In The Telephone Directory
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“Bands For All Occasions”

NOVA VIDEQ SPECIALTIES

'Video Taping for any Bridal Event’
Your Most Important Day Captured Forever!
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Beautiful flowers for your Wedding Day

Your wedding — you want everything to be perfect!
Let us help you make that wedding you always
dreamed of a reality — from the shower to the
church to the reception.

Ketler Florist

1205 S. Main St., Wilkes-Barre

823-3716

CATERING

FOR

BRIDAL SHOWERS
SOLOMON'S MINE

(Below Colonial Pancake House)

2001 Wyoming Ave., Wyoming
We Will Also

CATER YOUR SHOWER

At Location Of Your Choice

Phone 288-5885
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YOUR LIMOUSINE AWAITS YOU

The elegance of a chauffeur-driven limo
puts the magic touch on your wedding.
Reserve your choice of a limousine now.

Classic Car

Limousine Service
654-9096

§ Wilkes-Barre ¢ Scranton




