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‘It’s fun to try American wa 
BY JOAN KINGSBURY 

This summer John and 

Jackie Sheehan, Over- 

: ia Road, Dallas are 

osting a 16 year old 

Finnish boy, Mikko 

Nikulainen. Mikko is in 
the United States under 
the American Field 
Service Home Stay 
Program which is the first 
of its kind in this country. 
Under the Home Stay 
Program, Mikko studied 
with 21 other AFS 
students for three weeks 
at Adelphi University, - 

New York City, perfecting 
his English before em- 

barking on his stay with 

the Sheehans. The ninety 
hours of English study 
will be carried over to his 

school records in Finland. 

Mikko arrived at the 

Sheehan home on June 21. 

- He will leave for his home 

in Helsinki Aug. 15. Mikko 

says that the purpose of 

his stay is “learning the 

American way. of life’ 

observing the American 
lifestyle. 
When asked why he / 
plied for this program, 
kko said “I really like 

to have new experiences, 
itis just for fun, just to try 

the American way of life. 

So far Mikko has found 

the Sheehan home to be 

much like his own. Mikko 

lives in Helsinki with his 
father Pentti, the. ADB 
deputy of manager 
systems in the Bank of 

his mother, 

Riitta, and his 11-year-old 
sister, Kati. 

According to Mikko, 

teens in Finland have 

interests similar to 

American teenagers. 

Mikko’s hobbies include 

playing the piano, violin 

and guitar, bicycling, 

photography and air- 
planes. About three times 

a week Mikko rides his 
bicycle to the Helsinki 
airport, a distance of 

t nine miles from his 
I$%le to photograph the 
axplanes there. During 

die winter everyone in 

Finland skiis because 

Nikko says ‘‘there is 

‘ nothing but snow’’. Mikko 
learned to ski- when he 
was three years old and 
enjoys both downhill and 

cross-country skiing, 
The school system is 

very different in Finland 
from those in the United 
States. All schools are 
either state-owned or 
state-supported. Mikko 
goes to a state-supported 
school, which con- 
centrates on an even 

higher education level 

than the regular public 
schools. A student is 
required to attend school 
for nine years, then he can 
continue for three more 

years before entering the 

university. Mikko said 
that at the university, 

which is very expensive, 
each person works at his 
own pace and tries to 
finish as soon as he can. 
Mikko plans to study 

physics at the university. 
In school Mikko learns 

four languages, Finnish 

and Swedish, the two 
official languages of 

- Finland,, German and 

English. He also studies 
history, chemistry, 

biology and spends’ 

many hours studying 
mathematics. Religion is 

a required subject, the 
two state religions being 

Lutheran and Orthodox. If 

a student is not a church 
member, a course on 

World Religions is 

available for study. 

Mikko has really been 
enjoying American 

television, especially the 
movies. In Finland there 

are only two television 

stations, one state owned, 

one commercial. There 

are three radio channels, 

all operated by the state. 
The . radio stations 
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FOR 

SELF IMPROVEMENT 

Learn fo Relax 
and Relieve Stress 
IMPROVE STUDY HABITS 
BUILD SELF CONFIDENCE 
IMPROVE SALES ABILITY 

WEIGHT CONTROL 
BREAK SMOKING HABIT 

IMPROVE CONCENTRATION 
IMPROVE SPORTS 

. PERFORMANCE 

Specific medical applications 
available upon appropricte 

NIGHOLAS S. FIDANZA 
HYPNOTIST 

Norrows Office Bidg. Kingston, Pa. 16704 
(717) 287-5688 

VISA and MasterCard Accepted     
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NIGHT 

YLOUNGE 
Fri., July 30 
Deuces Wild 

CHEZ AMIS 
ROOM 
Sat., July 31 
Delltones 
mm me 

“LOVERS TACO” 
Sunset, Harveys. Lake 

SPECIALIZING IN 
FINE MEXICAN FOOD 

Chili Dogs, Crispy French 

Fries, Giant 

“Lettuce Delite Your Palate’ 

OPEN DARY 639-1929 

TAKE OUTS & LOCAL DELIVERY 
SO BOOOLPEEEPPOOPSODEPTPPRPL PoP dddd 

WE Yr SEL TET ER ER EE 

[| SWodt o 

DANCING EVERY 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

Burgers, 

Bar-B-Ques 

yy 

AN 
836-2151 

U.S. Route 6, 2 miles east of Tunkhannock, PA 

DAILY 
, DINNER SPECIALS! 

Serving: Tues. thru Sot. 
Sto 9 p.m. 

Sundoy 12 ro to 8 p. m. 

+o
 

vel
o o

oo
 
oa
d 

eo
 o

e o
o 

fo 
Boo

le 
oo

 o
fo 

ofp
 o
e
 
P
E
S
O
 
B
P
E
 
E
P
L
O
D
 
El
o 

ds 
Di

od
e 

P
l
o
 

dr 
ds 
D
r
e
 
S
t
o
!
 

broadcast a lot of news. 

Classical = music 

broadcast for a longer 
period of time than rock 
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, Mikko Nikulainen 

and roll, which accounts 

is for only 2-3 hours of air 
time. 

. Camping is another 

  

lake side 

ETT 

  

activity Mikko enjoys. 

Finland, the land of 60,000 

lakes, has many beautiful 

camping 

facilities to accommodate 

its 41» million inhabitants. 
Mikko says that it is also a 
popular vacation spot for 

Europeans, 

The Sheehans are 

planning to take Mikko, 

with their children 

Heather, 16 and John 13 on 
a camping trip to Nova 

Scotia, through the 
Maritime Province. They 
will also visit Ohio when 

Jackie returns for a class 

reunion. While there they 

will visit the Wright 

Patterson Air Museum. 

The Sheehans hope to take. 
Mikko to a Phillies game, 

on a visit to the Franklin 

Museum in Philadelphia, 
and on a visit to the Air 

and Space Museum, 

Washington, D.C. 

John, executive 

director of the Wilkes- 

Barre = Chamber of 

Commerce, and Jackie, 

popular story lady at the 

Back Mountain Memorial 

Library, are no strangers 

to. hosting visiting 

students. They have 

hosted Up With People 

students, young people 

from a Danish gymnastic 

group and AFS Bus Stop 

especially 
from West Germany. 

y of life,’ Mi 
students the past two 
years. Both believe that 

they might like to host a 
student for an entire year. 

As Jackie explains, “We 

love the oppportunity to 

meet and get to know 
people from all over the 
world’. 

+ PAGE SEVEN 

you”. Jackie has found 
this to be true of all her 
foreign visitors. Mikko 
noted that Finnish people 

appear to be more formal 
than Americans. When 
asked what he likes best 
about the United States, 

the answer was, “The 
people here ane more 

One trait of Mikko’s outgoing than in 
that impresses Jackie is Finland’. Mikko finds 
that following every meal ~~ Americans to be a 
he always says ‘thank friendly people. 

Chief Miers attends Fs 

breath device class 
Dallas Township Police | 

Chief Carl Miers attended 

the State Police Northeast 

" Training Center last week 
for: instruction on ad- 
ministering the breath 

testing device which Back 

Mountain Departments 

are in the process of 

buying. Miers was the 

first local officer to attend 
the 40-hour program. He 

said the Township will 
send two more members, 

of the police force for 

training in August, and 
two more in September. 

At this point each full time 

IT'S BARGAIN TIME FOR YOU AT IINITED FURNITURE 
£ SAVE UP TO 50% ON CLEARANCE ITEMS! 
ai GREAT SAVINGS ON LIVING ROOM, BEDROOM & DINING ROOM FURNITURE 

NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO ENJOY NAME BRAND QUALITY 

FOR EVERY ROOM IN YOUR HOME AT UNBEATABLE PRICES. 

7 AMERICAN 
EXPRESS, 

   31:2 9500», 
7 

  CHARLES 1 TAOS 
RS SR ar maa 

SINCE 1919 

UNITED FURNITUI 
667- 677 NORTH RIVER STREET— OPEN EVERY NIGHT ‘TIL 9 SUNDAY HOURS 1210 5 Rl 

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING — HUDSON AND. PITTSTON- OLD FORGE BUSES STOP AT OUR DOOR 

On Clearance 
Items! 
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officer in Dallas Township . 
will be qualified to use He wl 
breathalizor. 

Miers .explained the 

schooling is paid for by 

the Federal government. 

The Township guarantees 

the officer his salary for. 

the week. 

Miers and Officer Clark 

Van Orden have also 

compléted a two day 
course on the vehicle code 

update. He said all 

township police will take 
this course by the end. of 
Angnst 
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