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EXCERPTS FROM

~ THE HISTORY
OF LUZERNE COUNTY

By H. C. BRADSBY

(Readers will enjoy Mr. Bradsby's quaint,
baranthetical remarks more if they keep
mind that he was writing this history of
Luzerne County forty-five years ago, and
refers to conditions as he knew them, not
as they are in 1938.)

At this juncture the assembly of Pennsylvania
passed an act restoring the dispossessed Yankees
to their lands and recalling Armstrong and Pat-
terson and their forces.

The settlers at once set abtout organizing to
punish the offenders. Franklin was elected col-
onel of the troops. A petition was sent to the
assembly at Philadelphia. When that body failed

to act, Franklin endeavored to interest Congress,

and the Assembly of Connecticut in the wretched |
fate of the Wyoming people. He succeeded in
yeviving the slumbering energies of the Susque-
hanna Company and in July, 1785, that company
met and reaffirmed its rights in these disputed|
lands.
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Then Franklin conceived this plan to create 1\1

new state out of Northern Pennsylvania. The dis-
puted territory was to be dismembered and down-| ‘
trodden Wyoming was to be set free from the|

thralldom of Pennsylvania. ;

Waise heads at Philadelphia saw the Gatherlng; {

storm and on December 24, followmg, the assembly 1
of Pennsylvania passed an “Act for quieting dis- | ‘
turbances at Wyoming and pardoning certain of-|
fenders.” The law was consequently disregarded. !

SECESSION THREATENED i’

The ball set in motion by the bold and fearless|
Franklin was now being rolled onward by such
men as Oliver Walcott, Joel Barlow and Gen.)
Ethan Allen, the hero of Ticonderoga. Stout’
hearts and heroes who had braved the tempest of |

‘battle during the Revolution, and who sy‘mpathlzed!

with the widows and orphans of their comrades |
in their sufferings and wrongs, were gathering at|
Wyoming, and the result could not be mistaken. f
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The authorities of Pennsylvania saw at once that |

. the infamous policy which had pursued was fast!

leading to dismemberment of the State, and that!
the time had arrived for other and prompt mea- ;
sures. A division in the ranks of the Yankees!
was determined upon, and the question arose, who |

can accomplish it?
PICKERING MAKES ENTRANCE

Timothy Pickering, a native of Massachusetts |
and a man of dlstmgulshed ablhty, was at this time |
engaged in the practice of law in Philadelphia. He,
was requested to visit Wyoming and examine the]
condition of affairs here. This he did in August
and September 1786, and returning to Philadelphia |
reported “‘that the Yankees were entirely satisfied !
with the constitution of Pennsylvania, and Wcre}
ready to submit to its government, provided they 1
could be quieted in the possession of their farms.”

A few days after this report, September 25, |
1786, the act creating the county of Luzerne passed |
the assembly, and Matthias Hollenback, Timothy |
Pickering and others were commissioned justices, [
with power to hold courts, etc. Pickering was also |
appointed prothonotary, clerk of the court and re- |
gister and recorder. Lord Butler was commissioned |

high sheriff.

On December 27, following this event, the Sus-
quehanna Company held a meeting at the State
house in Hartford, Conn., when measures were
adopted preparatory to the organization of the new
State.

|
|

CALL FOR ELECTION

On the same day, at Philadelphia, the Assembly
of Pennsylvania passed a supplement to the actJ
creating Luzerne County, by which Timothy Pick- |
ering, Zebulon Butler and John Franklin were ap- I
pointed to notify the electors of Luzerne County‘
that an election would be held there on the first!
day of February, 1787, for the election of one su-
preme councilor, one member of the house of re-
presentatives and a high sheriff. Thus, Pennsyl- |
vania succeeded, in dividing the Yankees, and now |
they were no longer one people united against a‘
common enemy, {

As the first day of February approached the
breach widened and on the morning of the election

“for the first time” says Miner, “was presented !
the spectacle, equally gratifying to foes and pamful,
to friends, of open and decided hostility among the |
Wyommg People.”

Franklin and his adherents, remembering Penn- | |
sylvania’s oft repeated and p 1ghted VOWS and the |
outrages of Armstrong and Patterson, would not
trust Pennsylvania without security. Confirm us
in our titles, and protect us in our possessions, |
said they, and then we will swear allegiance, but |
not till then.

FRANKLIN IS TEMPTED

The election was held, but not without riot and
confusion. Col. Nathan Denlson was chosen a mem-
ber of the executive council, John Franklin was |
elected to the house of representatlves and Lord |
Butler to the office of high sheriff of the county. j

It was understood if Franklin could be recon-
ciled, the new state project would be seriously dam-
aged. It was, consequently, a prime object to se- |
duce him from his former connections. |

With this view he had been ,appointed Wlth‘
Pickering and Butler to give notice of the election,
and it was with this view he had been elected a |
member of the Pennsylvania Assembly. }

It was doubtless intended as an exquisite stroke.,
of pohtlcal management. It was a cunningly- spread
net, in which most men would have been caught. |
But Franklin was not so to be taken, for he stub»f
bornly adhered to his first position, refusing to take '
a seat in the assembly or the oath of allegiance. l

(Continued From Last Week) l
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R\LEYS SWEETHEART , TEWEL, HAS

BEEN DESPERATELY TRMNG TO FIND
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SHE Doesn'T
KNOW HE IS HELD PRISONER . AND
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FRESH WATER FISH LIVE 250 FT
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VALLEY, CAL., THE LOWEST pND I
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