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There could be no more tangible example of mother love
than the sacrifice Mrs. Anthony Burnett of Harvey’s Lake

There are always third parties, of
course, and fourth and fifth parties

By the time I was old enough to
visit him, Grandfather’s habits had
become long established rites. They
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Time was nothing in my young
life. Grandfather’s passion was

sword Uncle Orville, who had been
a rear Admiral, had brought back

from the Orient. i
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Burnett after she had heard the lad’s screams. A blind, driv-
ing love sent her plunging into the water, ignoring complete-
ly the possibility that she, too, was endangering her life.
No words can encompass the beauty of her sacrifice
nor bring her back to the child who clung so desperately to
her lifeless body when help came, but these words can, in
very modest measure, serve as a reminder of the priceless
heritage of bravery and devotion she gave her survivors.

The Cost To You—Sixty One Cents

In a front page editorial last week anticipating Judge
John S. Fine’s decision on the Dallas School Board budget
case The Post asked “Who Will Be The Victor?” and con-
cluded that there was no victory for anyone.

In the light of a story appearing on Page 1 this week,
estimating the total costs of the cases at $1,000, it appears
that the entire affair was little more than a highly expen-
sive fizzle for the taxpayers of Dallas Borough.

True, those taxpayers will be billed for about $500 less
than they would have under the 30-mill levy, a saving of
just about sixty-one cents to each of the borough’s taxables.
But on the other hand each taxpayer will have to contribute
approximately the same amount to pay unexpected legal ex-
penses which would not have been incurred had the suits
never been started.

The real burden will fall upon the minority group of
taxpayers which is responsible for the suits. Each of them
must pay part of the district’s burden and care besides for
the expenses incurred by the plaintiffs. For them, it was an
especially expensive defeat.

The accomplishments are scarcely worth the expense,
the unfavorable publicity, and the unquestionable damage
to the school structure here. In two of the cases there was
absolutely no change from the board’s judgment. In the
third the petitioners failed to secure the three-mill reduc-
tion they asked but did succeed in having the budget reduc-
ed $525, about the same amount their suits cost the school
board. .

This is not a thing to forget. If there is any trace of

certain established following, and
their total vote varies but little from
election to election. They do not at-
tract voters in any number from the
Democratic or Republican parties.

The important third parties are
those which are brought into bemg
by some problem or condition of the
moment and which, though they
may live only for one election, pres-
ent an appeal to a certain propor-
tion of the voters of the major par-
ties. It is in this classification that
Lemke’s new party belongs.

Several times in the history of the
Republic, such a third party has de-
termined the election. Most notable
example of that was the ‘election of
1860, when Lincoln and Douglas
contended for the Presidency. Two
other parties were also in the field.
Lincoln received only 40 per cent
of the vote, yet was elected. Had
all of Lincoln’s opposition gone to
Douglas, the latter would have won
easily.

Another notable example oc-
curred in 1884, when Blaine was the
Republican nominee, running
against Democrat Cleveland. Deci-
sive state was New York. Cleveland
carried it by the astonishingly small
majority of 1100 votes, and so was
elected to the highest office in the
land. The Prohibition candidate in
New York received the record total
of 25,000 votes that year. Had ten
per cent of those votes gone to
Blaine, he would have won.

Most successful third party was
that led by Theodore Roosevelt in
1912, which ran second to the Dem-
ocratic party headed by Wilson. In
that year, the Republican candidate
Taft, took the worst lacing ever re-

garded Grandfather’s habits as in-
evitable, but ever-recurrent, an-
noyances.
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There was, for instance, the rite
of the Nine O’clock Whistle. Noth-
ing was ever allowed to interfere
with that. Time, you see, had be-
come very important to Grand-
father. In his nineties, it measured
off the hours, days, weeks, months
and years between him and his
goal; to live to be a hundred.

Louis XVI’s preoccupation with
clocks was nothing to the attention
Grandfather lavished on the three
clocks he owned. One was in the
dining room, another was in the
living room, the third was in his
bedroom.
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It was a matter of great pride
with Grandfather that most of the
time they struck the hours within
split seconds of each other. If they
didn’t, Grandfather would go into
a minor fury, which was terrible
enough if you’d never seen him in a
major rage, one of those wild
frenzies of a twarted will which
evoked the worse curse-word I ever
heard him use: “By George!”

For days, Grandfather would be
unhappy and puzzled by his clocks.
And then it was the rite of the Nine
O’Clock Whistle would have even
more meaning to him, and to us.
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No matter who was talking, no
matter how interesting the conver-
sation, instinctively, at about five
minutes to nine, Grandfather would
command everyone to listen for the

Nine O’Clock Whistle.

anxious to have him get off to bed,
that | lied to him about the clocks.
I shall always remember how he
bellowed when the clock in his
bedroom gave me away by striking
nine a good fifteen minutes after
the whistle blew, and caught Grand-
father in his long wool undies. It
was an occasion for several “By
Georges.”
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If it had beén the dining room
clock, or even the living room clock
all would have been well. He
couldn’t have heard them. But for
the clock with which he slept ‘to be
fifteen minutes late, and thus false-
ly keeping him a gaurter of an hour
away from the century mark—why,
it destroyed his faith in human be-
ings and in the cold science of
chronometers!

What had happened, I learned
later, was that Emma, the house-
maid, had jolted the clock while
dusting, that, without her noticing,
it had stopped while she was clean-
ing Grandfather’s room. Later,
when she discovered what she had
done, she had become panic strick-
en lest Grandfather, who was in the
next room, should catch her red
handed. So she had hastily given
the clock another jolt and had
started it going again without real-
izing it had lost a precious quarter
of an hour.

—O—

Emma always said Grandfather
could hear things just when you
didn’t want him to hear the most,
even though at other times you had
to shout to make yourself heard. I
guess Emma never forgot the time

ting into halves the polishea newel
post at the foot of the stairs which
led upward to bed and safety from
a white bearded old gentleman in
an old fashioned nightshirt.

As for me, the delinquency of his
bedroom clock made me a suspi-
cious character for weeks after-
wards. Although he didn’t come
right out and say it, I felt that
Grandfather secretly harboured the
thought I might bave criminal ten-~
dencies.
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You should have heard the lec-
tures I got on the subject of how a
man’s word should be as good as
his bond, a comparison Grand-
father particularly favored, since
he had spent much of hisJife as a
banker. Banking, he alwa}s insist-
ed, was a calling in which character
was a man’s chief asset, in which
honesty was his only real capital.

Grandfather liked to mention the
huge sums he had borrowed from
time to time, simply on his name. I
think he would be terribly shocked
by today’s loan requirements. To
Grandfather the only collateral
worth having was a set of good
habits with a Nine O’Clock Whistle
to tell you whether your clocks
were on time.
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I don’t think the suspicion ever
crossed his mind that sometimes the
Nine O’Clock Whistle was wrong,
or that someone couldn’t pull it
down a few minutes early, or a few
minutes late.

Integrity, with Grandfather, was
like his habits. All of them endured,
for 102 years.
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It’s lucky for Americans that the ten Negro members
of the Olympic squad have no scruples against associating
with the inferior Caucasian racers.

votes cast for Lemke could very
easily take that state away from
one major candidate, swing it to the
other.
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