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How Pennsylvania Coal
Miners Work and Live.
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them down as being underpaid as a
class. Compared with other forms
of work, mining, even in its highest
form, Is lttle more than unskilled
labor, and the scale of prices may
seem high, 3ut in determining the
earnings of miner 1 with
ngs of ¢ 1 num-
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generated Into a farce, tn so far as it
serves as a protection against come
petition, and danger from the presence
of poor workmen. But for the operat-
ing companies the measure has proved
a great thing. By employing only
“licensed” miners they are released
Ingally from all responsibility for ac-
cidents. If a miner Is burled under
tons of coal and rock when he is at
work, the fault Is his own. If the la-
borer working at his slde is also killed,
the laborer's relatives may look to the
family of the “liconmed” miner for
damages, but not to the operator. If
there I3 an exploglon of gas, the miner
In whose chamber it occurs Is the re-
sponsible party,

The operator hired him on
atre h of his license, the possession
of which presupposes that the man
knows all about gas, and how to get
away from the chambers where it lies
before It accumulates in dangerous
quantities.

The “fire boss” who inspects the mine
every morning for gas on behalf of
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the operator warns the miners as
they go in when gas may be expected
and it Is up to the miners to avold ex-
plosions.  This is what the “license”
has done for the inen.

Mother” Mary Jones, “queen of the
mines” and the idol of the miners,
! oceuples a unique place in the world of
1abo. This kind-hea 1, pbilan-
thropie woman so loved by the
rough delvers of the conl mines in the
anthracite regions that with them her
word Is tantamount to. law. Mus.
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e conceited.
simply having the
to get on a car that is going
y.
cheerful life is like all other
entertainments; we have to seek it
out and pay to get in.

We like the people who don't put
on too much style and the people who
doit’t put on too little.

When we try to blame other people
for our mistakes we usually get hold
of the wrong o,

Polite people are those who listen
to us while we talk about something
they have no earthly interest in,

It is Well occasionally to put your-
gelf in the other ma: place, even if
vou feel yourself too big to be a good
fit.—Chleago Record
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In the private schools of China a
teacher is paid abyut one-halfpenny a
day for each pupil,
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g SILK FROM THE S$PIDER.
| A& Beautiful Golden Thresd Taken From
Madagasear Insects,

‘A French writer, whe recently paid
a visit to Tananarive, on the Island of
| Madagascar where the web of the
| spider is utllized to produce silk, se-
cured some very interesting photos

|
|

SILX SPIDER IN THE GUILLOTINE,
graphs of the operation, cuts from |
which are shown herewith. The in- |
’ are brought from the country in
| light baskets by Malagash women on
the day upon which the sllk is to be
reeled, and placed ina fr e in groups |
of one or two dozen. It Is important
not to mutilate or wound them during
the operation, eince they are capable |
| of being submitted to four or five suc-
| cessive reelings in a month, represent-
| ing about four thousand yards of
t thread. At the School of Tananarive
| the idea has occurred to place the |
1spldcrs in what are called “guillo
tines,” the ecrescents of which hold
| them between the abdomen and corse
‘let. Their legs are turned back upon
the corselet and their abdomen
| emerges from the side on which the
} unwinding and twisting of the thread
| 1s done.
| The Maiagash girls, In performing
| this delicate operation, touch the en
"(nf the abdomen of the prisoners witl
I
!
|
|

the finger and then geutly withdraw
the latter, thus carrying along, in a
single bundle, the twelve or twenty- |
four threads to a hook that unites
them Into a single one, whence they |

|

| nights later the actre

SPIDER THREAD, !

REELING THE

afterward s
which they

rt for the bobbin upon
re to be wound, |

The spiders thus unde a com-
| plete reeling without mee, aml
when they are “empty are 1w
| placed by others. Those which have
been operated upon are j
valescence In a “park onstructed
| for the purpose and consisting of bam-
boo planted in the ground and con-
nected by strings to form trellises,
After a few days’ rest in these they
are taken out in order to be submit-
ted to another reeling. "The silk is of
a wonderful golden color. |

red for con-

ThickIce Frozen Rapidiy

In the illustration Is shown an ap-
paratus which will aid materially in
the formation of ice on a small lake.
It is well known that when a body
of water starts to freeze on the sur-
face the latent heat of congelation is
| Iberated into the water underneath,
| thus retarding the freezing proce a
| often preventing the formation of ice |
| beyond a certain depth. In localities
| where the temperature seldom £
much below the freezing point it is
difficult to obtain a good crop of ice
by natural methods, In which ¢
this machine will be found useful, The |
| apparatus Is so arranged that it will |
| withdraw the water froin heneath the
thin sheet of ice, cool it, and return it
‘);\t the opposite side of the pond. The
slulee through which the water passes
is provided at intervals with planks |
| set oblique to stir the water and
extract the latent heat, T r |
re-enters the pond in
sheet  direct under

ave |
the ]

| perature fre
clalming that a ¢

kdly, the
p of ten or tw

|
|
|

|
| FACILITATING THE FORMATION OF ICE,

inch iece can be harvested severa
times a year with the aid of the ap-
paratus. In the cut an endless chain
elevator is shown in the act of feed-
| ing the waste ice into the returning
| stream of water at the rear of the dam,
‘lhus further aiding in
| process.

the cooling

Drummond Castle is one of the fin-
est and most plcturesque
seats in Great Britain,
| oldest part of which dates from 1401,
‘ was rebuilt during the last century in
|

country

Drummond Castle,
The house, the

excellent taste, and it contalns a fine
collection of family and histori

traits.
scribed
“fabulous,” were originaily laid
by John, Earl of Perth, who dfe
1662, and they extend over ten
and comprise the best features of the
French, Dutch and Italian styles. The
| castle is approached by a magnificent
I avenue of beeches and limes.—Loudon
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FAMOUS BY ACCIDENT.
vk 4 s s ‘
LUCKY CHANCE WHICH CAME
TO NEIL BURGESS.,
Farce Company Was
Her Dart,

of

Burgoess

Leading Lady
Il and Mr, Took
Impersonating & Woman, and Made o

Hit by Mis Oddity. v

Few people who night after night at
the Park theater laugh at Neil Bur-
gess' Abigail Prue know that but for
an accident he never would have es-
gayed the charac! e never
would have been a *“County Fair” or
a “Widow Bedott.”

The accident happened in Provi-
dence, when a lady who did leading
business in farces was taken ill and,
to please the manager, Neil Burgess
I yed her part. Notwithstanding
that he had a perfect horr of im-
personating a woman, he made a hit
and from that time on was fated, so
he says, to play female characters,

Mr. Burgess is on the shady side of
50 and it was about 20 years ago that
the public first digscovered in him a
comedian. The role which he attempt-
ed in Providence was i of the con-
ventional old maid. Taking his orders
from the stage manager, who wag ob-
liged to find a substitute for the lady
here refi 1 to at a moment's no-
tice, Neil Burgess donned female at-
tire, rushed on the stage and, tripping
all over hix 1f, attempted as best he
could to conceal the fact that the dress
Not until he was
before the footlights did it occur to
him that he had forgotten every line
of the text. In the spasmodic cudgel-
ing of his brain to recall something
of the part, he pressed his cheek with
the tips of his fingers, simpered a lit-
tle and thus unconsciously struck a
pose and an expression that, in its
suggestiveness of the elderly spins-
er’s demonstrative timidity, tickled
his audience.

That pose and expression was the
key to Burgess' fortune. The cue it
gave he made the best of by attitudi-
nizing and dipping into the dialogue
as much as he could, continuing the
simpering and the gurgling until the
house resounded with laughter and a
hit had been made. Two or three
recovered her

., but the

ailure,

The incident, meanwhile, had de-
termined Burgess’ future work. For
ple 1 female roles in
farces. Then somebody wrote for him
a play, and later he constructed hig
own “Vim,” but in neither had he
Then it was that still
another chance proved lucky for him.
Among the audience who saw him
play “Vim” at a Tolec theater one
night was a jolly-faced man, who
laughed with almost conspicuous vig-
or, and who, losing no time, secured
an introduction to the actor.

David R. Locke was that man. The
briliiant and versatile Petroleum V.
Nasby had some time before that
made a comedy out of Mrs. Whicher's
“Widow Bedott's Pape and Bur-
gess came to him as a revelation. Out
of their consultations came “The Wi¢
ow Bedott,” christened just about 20
years ago in Providence. Nasby was a
partner in the venture, and traveled
with the company one season. That
a rema ble tour, too. Nashy
great on visiting newspaper of-

Rarely, and then only by acel-

a

fices.

ol dent, did one of the craft escape him.

Burge who was indiscreet enough
to accompany him on some of these
visits, relates that the great politico-
satirist invariably drew about him a
crowd of listeners while he told stories
and cracked jokes, and incidentally
boomed the show. On each opening
night he was duly called before the
curtain, and he always made a funny
speech of thanks. In fact, the tour
was nearly a Nasby ovation, as ex-
pensive as it was flattering,

f'here to Locate?
WHY. IN THE TERRITORY
TRAVIKRSED BY THE

Louisville
*~» Nashville
Railroad, _

~THE—
Great Central Southern Trunk Line,

KENTUCKY, TE
MISSISSIPEL, FLORIDA,
—WHERE—

Farmers, Fruit Growers,
Stock Raisers, Manufacturers,
Investors, Speculators
aud Money Lenders
will find the greatest chances in the United

States to make “big mon by roieon of the
abundance and cheapness of
Land and Farms,
Timber and Stone,
iron and Ceal,
Le bor—Everything.

Free sites, financial assistance, and free-
dom from taxation for the manufacturer,

Land and farms at $1.00 per scre and ups
wards, and 500,000 acres in West Florida that
can bo taken gratis under the U. S, Homes
stead laws.
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Tiet us know what you want, and we win
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delay, as the country is filling up rapidly,
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