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ELECTRIC STORMS.
Mex's Halr Stands on Eod and Stomes
Orac  Xle Under Thelr Feet. l
“Perhaps the most peculiar of the
mountain phenomena are the so-called
electric storms, There is no procip=
itation, no lightning, no thunder, and
psually no wind. Nothing to be heard
and nothing to be seenexcept the gath-
ering clouds. But much may be felt
Everyt g is charged with the elec-
tric fluid; the earth, the air, the very |
stones and trees, and even human be-
ings are full of it A mining engineer,
visiting a tunnel located on a moun-
tain side at an elevation of 13,200 feet,
describes his sensations durlng one of
thege storms. All alone he was climb-
ing up the trall to the tunnel, where |
he wished to examine a vein of ore. |
Great black clouds began to gather on |
the shorizon, and were , Boon rolling |
about the mountain side below him. A
calm prevailed, then an unnatural
stillness seemed to be in the alr
Steadily the s rolled up the
mountain side flood of black
water, The t
them, bega

clouds
like a
stones, ¢
n to cre
wood it 18

im. His halr
1 of flies had settled
fed to brush them
he found each
nost straight. The
1 the pe- |
experienced, and,
foot, the now |
1 ) man ran into|
the tunnel. No sconer had he pa
the entrance than the peculiar
tions ceased. After resting awhile,
went to the opening and a wvered
himself entirely surrounded by clouds
80 black and dense Le could
scarcely see flve fee although
the hour was not far from noon, Step-
ping outside to insesti e, he received
back in-

a shock that

to the tunnel, remained for |
over an hour lrlr)w
Such electrical st
formed in
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Mining Contract.

The iargest contract ever let by a
mining company in the state of Colo-
rado for the delivery of ore to reduc-
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..A PAIR OF

PLOTTERS..

“For the best of all the miracles the
summertime can work us,

Is the canvas-tented, sawdust-
much-frequented clrcus

®A circ

ented,

Comin’ to town!™ Oid
Marth Stebbins, pressing out her
youngest grandchild’s Sunday gown,
paused wAh fron suspended. *For the
, Billie! Do tell! Are you
sure?

Billie was thrilled by the
which his news had awakened.
fore, he looked as
possible. He hoist
table, and the
and s

intere
The
imperturbable ¢
i himself up on the
picking sandburs
winging his bare

i }xmmn a cooky, an’ I'll tell you all

| about it.”

There wag no compromising with
He was a young man of his
Of this his grandmother was
She looked at him hard a mo-
Then she set the iron down,
antry. She came

word,
av ..

back with two coolkies,

“There!” she said; “now go on!”

“After I'd been to mill I went up-
bown. There was two men puttin’ pic-
tures on the blank wall near the livery
stable. They'd got 'em up already by
the lumber rd. Another feller
goln’ into the shops, and gettin’
put in the windows. And,
grandma, you just want
plctures.  They're—they
gee.”

Grandma {rcned on, but 1
getically than before the return of Bil-
| He. “Go on an’ tell me about them
| plctures,” she urged. *“I used to like
| awful well to go to circuses when 1 was
young. Seems like I went to every one
that come to our town. One ain't been
near this place since I come here to
{ive with your ma. That was when
Em Uy Louise was born—fifteen years

to

Blllfe went on to tell her of the glor-
ies of the posters. He gallantly gave
ladies the preferenco in his descrip-
tion. He first told her about the bare-
armed female, standing in the Roman
charfot, driving the plunging steeds;
about the little girl, standing on a
white Shetland pony; about the ra-
diant demsel in the abbreviated
who made flying le
hoops; about the muscular sisters who
swung fr trag s, Then the men
came in for the hara of admiring re-
marks, half-way from the
ringmaster to the clown, and grandma
W listening with b thless d rht,

a step was heard in the hall,
QGrandma guil ked up her cold
fron and pattered acroz
the stove fo hot one.

“Mother! You got that ironin’
éone?”

The volce suited the face
intolerant face, with dull ey
verging lines around the mouth

“Mestly, Belinda!” cried back
lady with nervous cheerfulness.
morn’'n half a dozen more pieces, Billie

through paper

most

a hard,
nd ¢

| here's got back from mill,”

She moistened the tips of her
gers with her tongue, and spa
on the iron to test its temperat

*1 can see that,” ta
father git off with t!
good. Now, I don’t want )
round like this when the
to be done well's your ow

“Yes'm."

There was a brief silence when she
bad gona. Martha Stebbins seemed to
see through a mist the garments she
was {roning. Suddenly the kitchen
seemed smaller and hotter than it had
five minutes ago. All at once, too, the
lovely ladlies, and dashi men, and
wonderful animals of the circus seemed
more distant, inapproachable.

“Are—you thinkin' you'll be let go,
Blllie?”

“Dunno.” He lifted his foot and
Jooked pensively at the stonebruise on
tho toe. “Will If I can. T'll see if I
van't get a job carryin’ water for the
clephant. Lot's of boys get I that
Way."”

“The elephant!”
2t him w

Ihx-

She looked across
ith brightening eyes, “Have
hant along? 1 ¢
I don’t know
wistful In
struck Billie. He was not ¢

ly bright boy, but

in a dumb and clums;
known the joy of sel
but he and grandma had ha

vhen."”
when.

Someth ing her

Thesa
volving as the)

nivane were neces
and protection
Now he wished—he hardly knew what
wished.

Say, grandma, I kinder think yon'ad
y to go to the circus yourself!”
Me!"” she shrilled. *O, no!
Whatever put such an idea in your
head Me—I'm that old! And besides
—graclous, if I 't gone and scorched
that shirt! I hope your ma won't no-
tice it, but I got that flustered—to
think of such a thing!”

Billie looked puzzled. “Well,
how,” he persisted, ibbornly, “I do
think so, gramma. And,” he added
boldly, “I don't see why you shouldnht,
vither, if you got a mind to—there!"

“Why, Biille!" ghe cried, weakly,
Wut there was a yvielding tremor in her
the iron, glanc-
or as she did go.

'
he

dear,

some-

{ng furtively at the dc
Bhe went over to the table, and stood
next the audacious young fellow.
*“Your ma would never hear to euch n
thing. Besides, W ain't got the
money."

“0, we couldn’t get a cent from
her!” Involuntarily he lowered his
volce, as was his habit when a fis
ing-trip was projected, and the que
tion of secretly securing provender
I can
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work enough to pay for m
You've got that 15 cents M
glve you for makin’ her

sunbunnit.
pigeon-house.
dime for it.

gettin® there. It's a good fo
town. Ma wouldn't hear

:1f sure.
s’ Murray
check-row

I can sell Tom Cass my
He'll let me
The only trouble is the

have a

ur-mile to

to us takin’

the horse out after sundown, and you
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of bitter renunciation,

“Be-

forward,

whispering as he did when he was ask-

ing her to leave the back bv
dow open when he was to b
hours “Ma
single—thing about ft!”
He unlimbered himself
table. “I'll t!” h
confidently,
The week
the most
anticipation
known in n
the drudg
winged feet.
of the hired
cleaned Billie's b
did not
age,

manag

ense, the mos

Martha
She

daily

She br
st clothe
look within a

Stebbins

year
She put a new band on his hat,

ittery win-
e out after

don’t need—to know—a

from the
e avowed

that followed was one of

bsorbing
had
went about

tas on

hed at the jokes

ushed and
until they

of their

She fixed over her own anc
nuet during the tempc
* daughter. She st

self when she was

A

and Bra
nie Doon,” d the old lad
O, the myriad fluttering
and apprehensive instants
up to that night! The teme
lertaking a flight so unw
danger of discovery of
hese
all!
They made thelr escape
youngest scion of the h«mw
was being put to bed ups
through the dusk, between t
egling £0c erry
caught at her gown, out int
around the wheat field
corn, grandma

gray rabbit. And there, on

ary
riled to her

but enhanced the ecstacy

bushes

skirting
skurried like

sient black
absence

One

falone, sus-

es o' Bon-
y softly.
moments
which led
rity of un-
onted, the

recapture—

of it

while the
of Malone
Down

he rows of
that
o the path
the

little
high

a
1 the

road was Bilile waiting for her—Billie,

kindly, encouraging, swellin

importance of the adventure,
rain her impetuosity.

did strive to r
How he did explain that the
of time, that the seats we!
secured, that she would be
before she got there. Bu
speech nor movement was to
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re already
tired out
it neither
be regard-
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een things

smelled with the dew on them!

Ah, never would the memc
night fade—that “witching,
night!* 1e entrance into
town, the sight of the don
tent, tl ng crowds o

, the h.'hxo(l shops, tk
the sawdust,
torches, the music
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tride into the arena.

ory of that
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Never did

so witty a clown break his vones on
collapsable barrels, and set the benches
in a roar! No such agile acrobats ever
balanced ladders and dangled from tra-
pezes. No such lovely ladies ever
poised and pirouetted on bareback
horses. No such stately Amazon ever
lashed her steeds to victory. And all
the rest merged for Billle into one ex-
quisite glow that was almost pain—
pain and rapture—when he beheld:
Upon a milk-white pony,
Fit for a fairy queen,
The lovellest little damsel
His eyes had ever seen!

It was over. They had enjoyed 1t all,
They had seen the animals—every one.
They had eaten popcorn, and drank
lemonade, and munched peanuts. And
now they were plodding back to the
farm along the road that stretched
ahead lik a ribbon of amber velvet.
Neither spoke. Their hearts were toc
full—hers with memories, his with im-
aginings. They were as Daudet repre-
sents Parisians after the Salon: “Sa-
tiated, but not weary, still thrilled by
that air charged with artistic elec-
tricity.” They made no mention of
the morrow. Not even reproach then
could wrest this experience from them.

“Are you tired, grandma Rest on
me—lean hard.”

“0, I ain’t tired,
be tired tonight.
ful time!”

The night was magical. The sleep-
ing world was sweet. The hour was
the full-blown rose of—

The peace of out-lived bliss!
—LChicago Tribune.

Billie! I couldn’t
I've had a beau-ti-

A TRAGEDY RECALLED.

Prince [m-
a
s ugo that General Bul-
colonel commanding a
detachment of the Frontier
Horse, saw one day, as he was stroll-
ing lelsurely near his camp in Zulu-
land, four men galloping wildly to-
ward him. The foremost horseman
was Lieutenant Carey, the three oth-
ers his escort. They brought the
news that prince imperial of France
had been killed by the Zulus. Buller
sent the cavalry brigade at daylight
the next morning to recover the body
When they came to the place where
Carey and his men had been sur-

Twenty-One Agzo the

perlal Was Slain by 2
It i1s 21 y

ler, then a

nlus.

prised by the natives they found the|
a aead|

horribly mutilated body of
trooper, and a few yards
the body of the prince. He had the
marks of many spear thrusts in his
body, but was not mutilated in any
way. Round his neck was a thin gold
chain, and slung upon it was a minia-
ture of his mother, ex-Empre! Eu-
genie, and a tiny gold reliquary con-
taining a fragment of the true cro
The relic wa
to Charlemagne on
crowned the t Frankish lord em-
peror of the wes Since then dynasty
after dy ty ¥French monarchs
had worn that scrap of gold and wood
as a talisman. And a talisman the
Zulus regarded it, and they stayed
their savage hands above the poor
slain lad.—Utica Globe,

glven by Pope Leo 111

Furnlture for Boy's Room.
Of cour John's room does
want a tea-table, but he does
d and a lounge as badly as his sis
ter., Not a lounge with an elegant,
dainty cover, ruffled pillows, ete., but
a leather couch or a rattan divan, with
cushions which have plenty of feath-
ers, but no ruffles. This  couch
wouid, I fancy, have many a
tale to tell in after years were
it permitted to relate the number of
air castles built, surrounded by its
cosy pillows, of what is to be done
“when I am a man,” for a boy has
just as many dreams as a girl; they
differ from each other in quality ra-
ther than quantity, The desk,
too, should be there—and there
is no reason why it should not,
for the very thing he wants can be
bought for $5 or $10—for then there
will be a place for him to wrestle with
the *‘composition fiend,” and a place
to keep his school notes and party in-
vitations.

not

Grouse Reported Plentiful.

The game department of Ontario re.
ports that the grouse will be very
plentiful in western Ontario this year.
In the neighborhood of Sarnia they
will be particularly plentiful. The
season has been particularly favorahle
to the breeding of game birds, none of
the young having been drowned out
by i
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“Squecezing

How the Chinese Line
Thelr Pockets at
the Expense of
Foreigners.
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mischievous ends as those almed at by

the Boxers,
comparatively harmless, ancd
semble the guilds
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of mediaewal
Almost every trade and calling
The

Many of the socleties are

1 much re-
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China 1n
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ooks and

butlers are adepts in the art of lining

ir pockets at their

pense, their

ma

nivance with the tradesmen.

sters’  ex-

favorite practice being to
overcharge their employers in

con-
The trou-

ble is that there is nothing for it but
to pay this tax with resignation. It
is usel scharge a servant who
habitually makes you pay more than
the market price for your meat, vege-
tables and other supplies. His secret
soclety knows to a cent the amount
of the “squee: in which you have
been mulcted—"squeeze” being the
suggestive pigeon-English expression
for the illegitimate profits in question.
The new servant 18 Informed by the
society of the “squeeze" extracted by
his predecessor, and with impertur-
bable impudence he will continue to
levy precisely the same toll. In the
unlikely event of his nAu'ln,, leanings
toward honesty, the servant's secret
soclety would wreak dire vengeance
on him for his treachery to his order,
The amount of the “squeeze” varles
with each employer. It is regulated
in the main by the extortion submitted
to by the resldent on his arrival in
the country,
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the day when he|

want a|

NEWs MOTES
‘ WoMEN

Danish Women in the Pllot Service.

There are several women in Den-
mark who are employed in the pilot
service as State officials. It is their
business to meet incoming steamers
far out at sea and steer them into
their respective harbors. In Scanda-
navian countries women engage in
fishing on equal terms with the men,
and are frequently expert sailors,

Two Twists of Taftetn,

A novel method of tenlng an
Yopen jacket” across the breast is to
tether it with two twists of black taf-
feta silk with machine-stitched edges,
each fastened on the left side with a
small “chou” or bow of the same silk.
It does not scem to matter whether
the jacket is of camel's-hair cloth,
serge or only of pique or linen duck.
It brings the “fronts” together over
the soft blouse front of pale pink silk
or mauve batiste, and the fluffiness
stands out between the taffeta twists.
Dlack taffeta Is used.

Wide Ends to Our Long Sashes.

Have you noticed how long and also
how wide are the ends of the sash rib-
bons when worn at the back? The
ends reach almost to the hem of the
skirt. When made of ribbon, of course,
the width is the same at the top, mid-
dle or at the end. But where the sash
is made of silk or liberty satin or other
shining material, it often happens that
the ends are decidedly wider and more
fmportant than above. This Is a mil-
liner's achlevement, to make the sash
look the same length, for at the foot
{of the skirt, being further aw
would otherwise look narrower than
|above,

French Fancies,

French people have one or two ideas
| that Amerieans would do well to fol-
lTow. They do not make over their
iclothes so often, follow every little
|change in the fashion, nor do they
{make so much difference in materials
‘Il ¥y wear in winter or summer, If a
| &0 is becoming, well made, and
| 8atisfactory (and you may be sure that
it is, or a I'renchwoman would not ac-
cept it from her dv ker), she will
wear that gown for winter and sum-
mer both, and again another year if it
is not litc v worn out. The idea is
"l good one for Americans to adopt.
| They should be sure, of course, lh:lt
| their gowns look right—that is to
Itll.n they are sufficiently up to llllt'
| and then, especially in the case of the
| silk gowr, they can wear that gown
| without any regard to whether it is
| hot or cold \\vulln-r—llum-r's Bazar.

For Stout Wome

Another ef given by trimming
that is decidedly novel iIs the way the
| stole pleces are put down in front of
the gown., They are on the flap of
| the fichu that starts from tiie shoulder
or that goes around the shoulder and
crosses at the bust, and then falls un-
broken to the hem of the skirt. This
is attractlve, and adds height, and
makes an old gown look like new, but
it is too old a fashion for vy young
glrl to attempt. It is an e dingly
becoming and smart one for any one
who Is at all inclined to be stout.

A gown for evening, made on these
lines, that is most attractive, is of
black crepe de Chine trimmed with
yellow guipure lace, The lines of lace
on the under skirt and those on the
walst are the same; that is, they start
high and come down to a point. The
walst looks very broad over the shoul-
ders, and quite small at the walst-
line. The gown itself is made with
a traln, and is exceedingly graceful
in design.—Iarper's Bazar.

Long Sleeves of Shirred Chiffor,
The girl with thin arms will rejoice
in the gown which has long sleeves of
shirred chiffon. They are stylish,
pretty in every detail and immensely
becoming to a slender arm, while,
alas, they must be abjured by the
woman of embonpoint, as they make
her arms look altogether too muscular.
Crepon of fine weave can be shirred
almostaswellaschiffon or sheer silken
tissues. A slender young girl has the
upper part of her skirt shirred tight
down to the lining. This is really a
deep yoke over the hips, and the ful-
s all below the yoke. This looks
stylish with the long sleeves of
shirred chiffon or erepon. This model
is recommended for an evening dress
vy September or October. We
have enjoyed wearing our elbow-
sleeved bodice In the hot, hot summer
months, but the cooler evenlngs are at
hand. A long-sleeved gown is espe-
cially useful at a hotel at summer re-
sort. If your sleevs are long you can
step out of the corridor or off the
poreh and enjoy the eveuing air, even
If it be rather fresh, or salt. With el-
bow sleeves you would probably re-
quire a wrap which would lide the ef-

fective bodice.

Two Chinese Women Dactors.

Of the four University of Michigan
graduates now at the city of Kin Ki-
ang, China, where rioting is reported
to have broken out and where several
missionaries have already been killed,
two are native Chinese girls. They
are Mary Stone and Ida Kahn, whose
medical diplomas bear the date of
June 25, 1806, Both glrls were adopt-
ed while children by an American
missionary, Miss Gertrude Howe, and
sent to Ann Arbor to scliool.
Stdne, or Melyil Shle, her
name, bas the distinetion of being the
first native girl in the entire valley
of the Yangtse Kiang to grow up to
womanhood without having her feet
crushed into fashionabie shape. Ru-
mor that her feet were not to be
bound raised a storm of opposition,
almost a rlot. Miss Kahn was saved
by Miss Howe from being drowned

as a “useless child with an evil fu-
ture,” go the fortune teller told it.
When Miss Stong was eighteen years
old and Miss Kahn nineteen they en-
tered the University of Michigan med-
ical department as students. Both
soon became known as hard students,
with an endurance and a quickness
of perception that was surprising.
Zhey took an active part in class or-
zanization, social and religious life,
frequently appearing before their
friends clothed in the loose, flowing
black and white silken robes of their
native land and writing and talking
of conditions there with a wisdom far
beyond their years. Mliss Stone was
secretary of her class during her last
At graduation both
"hlq wore their native costumes at
the request of their classmates. Since
returning to China the two girls’ have
labored incessantly for thelr country-
men. In one year, it i8 said, over
6000 patients were treated by them.
They have the confidence of the Chi-
nese to an unusual extent.  Their
friends here greatly fear that their
lives have already paid the penalty
of their zeal

Patti, it is rumored, will visit Amer-
fca unprofessionally this winter,

More than one-third of all manm-
factured goods are in France made
by women.

Miss Grace C. Strachan is the first
woman elected assoclate superintend-
ent of the Brooklyn Department of
Education. '

Mrs. Davis, John Brown's only sis-

| ter, the youngest of the family of six-

teen children, is now sixty-elght years
of age and lives in St. John, Mich.

Miss Ielen Gould s a coilector of
crystals and possesses one unusually
large and free m blemishes, which
is kept in a darkened room lightcd
from overhead.

Mra, . L. Greenwald, pnwhl(\m nf
the National Science Club, of Wash-
ingtop, is considered one of the best
meteorologists in the country and N
a volunteer observer of the United
States Observatory at York, Penn.

Princess Victoria of Wales, who is
thirty-two years old, is one of the few
royal old maids in existence. She has
had opportunities of marriage, but
her devotion to her parents and tend-
ency to follow artistic fads have kept
her single at an age when most prin-
cesses have long been wives,

Mrs. Mary Church Terrill, of ¥ash.
ington, is among the most enlightened
colored women of the United States.
She is a graduate of Oberlin and is a
trustee of the public schools of Wash-
ington. She has studied abroad in
Paris, Berlin and Lausanne and was
;vll('n offered a position in Oberlin Col-
ege.

The burial of Mrs. Gladstone in
Westminster Abbey recalls the fact
that this national distinction has been

inted to only two others of her

—Lady Ialmerston in 1869 and
Lady Augusta Stanley in 1876, Doth
these women, like Mrs. Gladstone,
were fdeal helpmates of their hus-
bands.

A stock company has been formed
by California women to develop West-
ern oil fieids. The officers of the
company are all women, save the con-
sulting engineer. None of the oflicials
are salarled, the management decid-
ing to devote its time gratuitously to
advancing the interests of the com-
pany, applying all funds received
from sales of stock directly to devel-
opment.

Mrs. Pak, a Korean woman, was
graduated recently from a medieal
school in Baltimore. She is the first
woman of bher natlon to recelve a
full medical education. Although in
the latter part of her course her stud-
ies were interrupted by caring for her
husband, sick with consumption, she
graduated with honors. Her. husband
has since died, and she will return
home to eng'wo in mls‘-luu.u_\ work,
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! 1nees are going to be us:
thing this f:

Tucks, shirtings,
folds are the
in neckwear,
cheap.

The foreign arbiter of fashion indi-
cates the double-breasted, tightly-fit-
ting waistcoat as a coming
It will be trimmed liberally with hand-
some buttons.

:d on every-
I, from chiffon to fur.

fine pleatings and
l'nxm of the moment
and are remarkably

A novelty is the panne me tallique.
A special process gives a  met allie
sheen to the panne and it is highly
effective,  Changeable, striped and
broche panne is also showh.

A novelty to be introduced the com-
ing season is phosphorized silk, so
called because the surface has o phos.
phorescent effect, intended to suggest
the glimmer on the s

Delicate organdies that are crushed
but not soiled may be freshened by
sprinkling with water in which a little
zum arabic has been dissolved and
ironing carefully, They will look as
well as mew if properly dbue

The Persian  dressumkers are en-
deavoring to force the Directoire coat
upon the world of fashion. It is cut
to the walstline in front and has short
coat tails in the back. It is tightly
fitting and closed by large buttons.

A revival of the old-time postilion
back is predicted, with vest fronts of
every description. There will be triple
walsteoat effects, (riple jackets, long
stole ends and many other faneifui
ideas for those who wish to adopt
them,




