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THE MAZXOR'S RETURN

ZRIRAIAR IR

ELLO!" said Mr.
Clinton, as he
read his letter at
the breakfast
table, ‘why,
here's one from
old MacPherson,
~ He's come back
from India at
last, and wants
Of course he shall
Why, it’s
e L set eyes on the

to pay us a visit.
—the sooner the better.
twenty years sir
dear old fellow.’

Now, when Mr. Clinton mentioned
MacPherson’s name, Miss Nabb, his
guest, gave a slight jump.

“Is that Major MacPherson of the
* ghe inquired, in an unnatuvally
natural voice, 1f the expression may be
used,

““That’s the man,
with him-—let me see—why more than
thirty years ago, and, though I have
seen nothing and heard little of him
since he went to India, we are sworn
friends for life. Have yon met him,
then?” And Mr. Clinton cast a quick,
serntinizing glanceat poor Miss Nabb.

“I rather think,” she gasped out,
“that he must be a man I used to see
a good—at least, something cf, once
upon a time."

Then Miss Nabb took a long sip of
tea, being apparently under the im-
pression that the large breakfast cup
would conceal the color of her cheeks.

If ever there was a typical old maid
it was Miss Nabb., She had *“‘nerves”
and some s before had consulteda
doctor, who given her » medicine
which, as he eynically remarked to a
friend, *‘wounld act powerfully on her
imagination.’

After the conversation at the hreak-
fast tuble already described, Miss
Nabb's nerves were much in evidence.
Not that they were in pain, but they
were all in a flutter,

““I think, perhaps, T had better be
off in a day or two,” she remarked to

y?'" answered her hostess, with
feigned surprise. ““We were hoping
you would stay with us for at least
fortnight.”

“But won't yon want my room for
for another visitor? He's coming soon,
Isuppose?’

““The day after to-morrow,
But there are plenty
rooms,”

Now Miss Nabb knew there were
plenty of spare bedrooms and Mrs.
Clinton knew that she ew it, but
Miss Nabb had got info i she
furned to receive and sl
thonght her willingness was not
covered,

Aund the

a

T hope.

of spare bed-

n she thought that perhaps
it was Ler duty to stay and recrnit her
health, and her thoughts took a
direction.

Two days after a carringe drew
to the door.
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“*Quite s0, quite
“but we don’t obje
do we? Eh, Major

“Not at all,” jerked out the Major,
and then he gave a dry little cough.

“Well, now, I must be off for half
an hour to interview that confounded
gardener of mine, Youwill excuse me,
won't you?"’

For some time silence reigned in
the room, the Major to all appeat-

" said her host,
t to ladies’ society,
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| ances intent npon his paper, and Miss
i\'uhh, though most anxious !"»}- con-
| versation, Loping that she might not
have to begin.

But the clock moved on, and the
Major, when he had fihished one page |
of the Times, simply turned over and |
started on a fresh one, and the good |
lady’s patience began to give way. !

“Do you suffer irom toothache?” |
she asked, casually, ‘‘as you used to |
when——"

“Not often—not often now, though |
this villainous climate may bring it |
back again,” answered the major, and
then he added, ‘‘that was an excellent
remedy you told me about.” i

“Ah,” replied the lady in a low |
voice, ‘‘you have not forgotten that?"”

“I have a long memory for some
things,” said the Major, and went on
reading. |

“T often used to wonder when you |
had gone away,” Miss Nabb continued |
presently, with a little quaver in her |

i whether you were still suffer-

the |

|
said Miss

from toothache,” said

*e your pardon?”
Nabb, interrogatively.

Not from toothache.”
went on reading,

Miss Nabb took some moments to
ponder over this dark saying and to
devise means for carrying on the con-
versation.  But she was relieved from
her difiiculty by the Major himself, for
suddenly he dropped the newspaper
on his knee aud carefully lodking
away from her, jerked out, “*Good old
times those were, weren’t they?"”

Miss Nabb responded with a little

but the ice was broken and in a

v minutes the two were busily en-
gaged in talking over reminiscences of
former times—of picnies, walks and
parties which they had enjoyed to-
gether, of people they had met and in-
terests they had shared in the days
when Miss Nabb had been admittedly
one of the belles of the countryside,

The conversation went briskly for-
ward and as the past revived, the two
grew more and more animated aund yet
ueither was quite at ease,

To tell the trnth there was one epi-
sode to which Miss Nabb hoped the
Major would allude, but to which he
had not the remotest intention of mak-
ing any reference whatever unless she
touched on it herself. T'ime after time
she brought him right up to the dread-
ed subject but he invariably shied till
| there was nothing for it but to give
! him a lead.
| So, at last, after a somewhat pro-
longed pause, during whizh both had

And he

.}s-un-,;ln frantically but in vain for a

| new starting point for conversation,
| Miss Nabb plucked up courage to re-
| mark: ““There is one thing I have of-
ten wanted to you, Major Mac-

u
| Pherson
| “What it it?” inquired the Major,
| his voice sonnding if he had sud
| denly retived into n shell.
“Was it yon who—who
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SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL.

! A newly patented ruling machine
' has a reservoir to hold the ink or color

| | connected by flexible tubes or strips

| A very attractive skating costume is

made of velvet, velveteen or corduroy,

cording to one's bank account, The

rt is short and the jacket is finished

and enffs, A hat to
match completes the smart effect.

Court Stenographera Woman.}

Miss Annie White, whose appoint-
| ment as stenographer of the Superior
| Civil Court for Suffolk County, Mass.,
|a few years ago attracted considerable
notice, recently resigned her position,
married Mr, Charles Bartlett, a prom-
inent lawyer of Boston, fand with him
has gone abroad for several months,
Miss White was an expert in her pro-
fession. Her position was worth $3000
per year, with a summer vaecation of
three months, and she filled it with
unusual ability. It will be of interest
to those who believe that a business
life renders a woman unattractive to
learn that the acquaintance which
ripened into marriage began in the

court where Miss White was employed. i

A Famous Woman Physiclan,

Dr. Susan A. Edson, who has just |

died in Washington at the age of
seventy-four years, was one of the
best-known women physicians in the
United State: She was born ou Jan-

uary 4, 1823, near Auburn, N. Y., and |
Cleveland |
| Homaopathic College March 1, 1854,

was graduated from the
Returning to her home soon afterws

she quickly built up a large and luera-
tive practice. This, however, she
abandoued when the war broke out,
as she believed it to be her duty to do

(all she conld to ameliorate the suffer-

ings of the soldiers, and she rendered
invaluable professional services to the
sick and wounded in hospitals, She
was ong of the physicians summoned
to attend President Garfield after he
was shot, and during the long illness
of the President she was, it is said, at
his bedside more frequently than was
any other of the attending physicians,
As a mark of appreciation for her ser-
vices to Mr. Garfield during his long
illness Congress voted Dr., Edson
$3000. She was for many ye physi-
cianto the Garfield family, —New York
Tribune,

New four-in-hand ties are of two-
inch double-faced satin ribbon made,
tied and fastened in the back with
hooks. The ends are usually cut bias
and edged with quite a deep plaiting
of chiffon. In white, black and
colors and tartan plaids they offer as
many varities as the masculine four-in-
hand and make a good
with the lawns and wuslin and liberty
silk ties.

It genorally takes about two seasons
| to bring & popular fashion up to its
limit of favor, and sashes may be said
to have taken a fair start this summer.

There is no end to the styles and no
{limit in elegunce or price. The old
| Roman sash, with fringed ends, is

with us again, and nearly everybody

has an old one somewhere that was

much treasured in early yonth{nl

days. Take it out and have it

| cleaned, if necessary, and wear it with
| white house go . Arather startling
| sash is made of the mnew velvet and
satin-striped ribbon in three shades of

geraniam red. It is about five inches

wide, and is made with two loops at

| the waist, and the bias ends are edged
| with very deep plisses of mousseline
| de soie to mateh the vibbon.  Another
is of plaid, the royal Stuart pattern,

trimmed on the ends with plaitings of

black mousseline,

moire of superb q

| mings of black mon
kable air of cle

frim-
an un-
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Spectacles For Horses.
| Spectacles for horses have heen
| patented by an inventor, and ave heing
| used with considerable success. Their
| object is not so much to magnify ob-
| jects as to makethe ground in front of
| the horse appear nearer to his head
| than it réally is. The result is con-
tinual high stepping, which, after a
while, becomes natural, and gives to a
horse an aristocratic gait, which he
will retain for many years.
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member y I appreciate how
!mueh work how little play you
i and T thought 1 would
v little glimpse of society fun.”
*“No doubt of it, Mrs. Z
the nurses spoke up, “but none of ns
is likely to have wn suitable to
| wear at such a function.”
“Oh, that need ot trouble yon in
rned the smiling Mrs,
| Z. ow, my ideais this, Of ec
|I uaderstand you have no evening
gowns, and that you know very few
society people, but these facts must
not interfere with your getting a peep
at my guests and eating some of my
supper. I thought the whole thing
would be simplitted if you all came in
your pretty uniforms and caps, and
took up your stations in the dressing
rooms. Yon would ouly have to assist
the Mdies with their wraps aand you

one o

| of indignant exclamations

| Count Cyprien de Montijo,

change-off

six months for a story |

| Russian

rse, |

| could see the gowns to such good ad-

vantage, and —-"" But such a chorus
rent the
air at that juncture that Mrs, Z.’s sen-
tence was never completed.
# The social veneering must be thickly
coated on Mrs. Z., for to this day she
does not seem to understand why the
nurses meet her advances with frigid
indifference, and why her visits to the
hospital are no longer pleasant.
Gossip.

A woman ninety-seven years old
rides a bicycle in Dubuque, Iowa.

Mrs. Julin Ward Howe has just
sailed for Europe, to remain there un-
til spring.

Prominent women have started a

movement for a national university in |

Washington.

Mrs. Rachel Harding, who died re-
cently in Cincinnati at the age of 106,
was born in Baltimore in 1791,

The ex-Empress Engenie is seventy
one years old, She is the danghter of
aw/Spanish
grandee.

The Secretary of {he Interior has
appointed Mrs. 8. M. Fitts, of Lynn,
Mass., to the position of pension claim
attorney.

Mrs. Mary Van Uleck, eighty-four
years old, earns a good living sewing
carpets at Joliet, Ill. She also makes
money cooking fine dinners on festal
oceasions,

The daughter of ex-Senator Ingalls,
of Kansas, is to enter the church
training and deaconess house of the
Protestant Episcopal Church at Phila-
delphia.

Miss Ray, who writes over the pen
name of ‘‘Jack Carlton,” has given
$10,000 to aid in the establishment of
a colony for colored people in Ala-

bama, to be known as the *““Cedar |

Lake colony.”

The Queen of Italy has presented to |

her daughter-in-law, the Princess of
Naples, a beantiful bicyele with a

richly gilded frame and an ivory han- |

dle bar, ornamented with the arms of
the house of Savoy.

The Duchess of Sutherland is the
President of the recently established
National Association for the Care of
the Feeble Minded in London. The
association has opened ahome in West
London for the {raining of girls in
laundry work.

Queen Victorin is six months
younger than Mrs, Gladstone. Bar-
oness Burdett-Coutts is five years
older than the Queen, Tady Louise
Tighe, who was at the ball the night
before the hattle of Waterloo, was a
young lady when the Queen was born.

Mrs. Phoebe Hearst has been ap-
pointed on the Board of Regents of
the University of California. The ap-

pointment is a sunitable one, not be- |

cause Mrs, Hearst is a very rich wo-
man, but because she has given largely
of her time and attention as well as of
her means to the cause of education.

Miss Marion Hunter, niece of Sir
William Hunter, has been appointed
the female member of the British med-
ical corps sent out to combat the
plague in India. She is, or was until
lately, the only physician of her sex
who holds the Cambridge diploma of
public health, The duties of the
medical corps are expectedto consume
six months,

White mavabout isused on children’s
white felt hats, it is so light, airy and
delicate.

The newest shade of blue is best
described as the shade of cornflower

| when it has begun to fade.

Bright colors are seen this year in
the gloves, Vivid »
blues are shown in great

ens and
ty.

Some of the latest materials shown
are corded silks and wool popling,
with changeable effects, produced by
the mixture of colored silk and wool.

On account of the popularity of the
blouse handsome belts arve
are very much in demand, Some
bdautiful designs are shown in ham-
mered silver and gold set with mock
jewels,

J'or nicer wear the reps or popling
are fashioned with a blouse, gored
skirt, small sleeves and an epaulette
effect; high collar, tiny square yoke
aud folded belt of velvet of a darker or
contrasting shade.

A pretty Russian blouse for a miss
of fourteen years accompauies a skirt
of the same biue serge; the blouse
apens over a narrow vest of light-yel-
low cloth, with tiny gilt buttons ¢
ing the blue and black cord loops
crossing the vest. Cord and buttons
trim the band collar, wrists and nar-
row, flat belt.

Scoteh plaids are rampant this sea-
nd come in several different
als, all of which are smart and

rviceable,  To begin with, there is
the regular all-wool Scoteh plaid; then
there is the silk and wool, the poplin
and the silks. For school wear, the
first is the best, and the darker plaids
are to be strongly advoeated.

Black hose are worn by girls with
all dresses except white or very light
party frocks, that require white stock-
ings and slippers. Two-button kid
gloves in brown, tan and gray tints
are also worn by little ones, After
fifteen years misses wear the hook,
snap or button gloves similar to their
eldey sisters, only keeping within sub-
dued shades.

;0[ flannel laid on the pens, which are
beld on & frame by movable clamps.

A new ferret muzzle for use in
| hunting rabbits, ete., has one or more
| short spikes in the tip of the muzzle
| to drive the animal out of its hole and
| yet prevent the ferret from killing it,
| To protect horses’ fect from injury
| en barb-wire fences a flexible metal

| band is used, which is adapted to !

| fasten around the foot, with an armor
i shield ut the rear to preventthe barbs
| entering the flesh when the horse gets
| its foot caught on the wire.

A Michigan man has patented an air
| ship, comprising a cigar-shaped infla-
;tnble vessel, a car attached to it by
| pivoted arms, so thut the car can be
| tilted up or down to guide it; the pro-

pelling and steering being done by
| the usual fan-blade propellers.

| TIna recently designed refrigerator
| the ice chamber is formed of a series
| of parallel bars, set in one side of the
| refrigerating chamber, which hold
cracked ice and permit the free circu-

lation of air between the bars and
| around the small pieces of ice.

A procession of icebergssent against
the surface of the sun would melt at
| the rate of three hundred million
| cubic miles of solid ice a second, and
|its heat is estimated to produce a
| force of about ten thousand-horse
‘ power to every square foot of its sur-
| face.
| Of the children born alive one-
| fourth die before eleven months, one-
third before the twenty-third month,
half before their eighth year, two:
thirds of mankind die before the
thirty-ninth year, three-fourths before
their fifty-first year, and of about
twelve thousand only one survives a
whole century,

Sndden and great fluctnations in
the level of water in wells in stormy
weather, closely corresponding to the
fluctuations in wind-velocity recorded
by Profesor Langley, have been ob-
served by Dr. Romel Nartini. This
explains the popular tradition that
bad weather may be predicted from
the sudden rise and fall of wells.
Curiously, however, small and rapid
| shanges of barometer are more certain
to affect weils han large changes.

TFrank W. Very, of the Ladd Ob-

| servatory, Providence,” R. I., las
made some curious observations on
the flight of migrating birds seen at
night crossing the face of the moon.
He watched them with a telescope of
| four inches aperture, magnifying forty
| times. The observations were made
in the latter part of September. The
great majority of the birds moved
from north to south, and traveled in
little companies, Their average speed,
as calculated by Mr, Very, was sixty-
seven miles an hour, although some
| appeared to travel at the rate of more
than one hundred miles an hour,

Dismissed Court in Disgust,

When David K. Carter, late Chiet
Justice of the Supreme Court of the
District of Columbia, was practicing
law in Ohio, e tried a case at Coshoe-
ton, before Judge Finch. The Judge
was a very large and dignitied man,
and had not the least appreciation of
humor, Carter was humorous and
very witty.

A witness was on the stand for the
purpose of proving some suspicious
action of the plaintiff, and Carter asked
him many questions as to the offices
he had held in his connty. Judge
Finch wanted to know the object of
| this testimony. “‘It is to show the

reliability and standing of the witness
in his own county, said Carter. “‘Oh,
that's no evidence of his reliability,”
veforted the Judge. “‘I have known
some mighty mean men to hold office.
Carter was on his feet in an instant,
vid, pointing his finger at the Judge,
2 “I—I—I am vare of
hat, your h—h—h

The lawyers, the ji
ence Jaughed loud and long. 'The
while the Judge was getting angrier.

He orderved the Sheriff to suppress the |

disturbance, and as it sul ed he was
on the eve of saying something very
severe to Carter, but before he could
get started Carter took the sting
out of his first remark repeating
“I was ving that T
that, yonr Honor. I held office once
31f.”  Another round of langhter
s0 angered the Judge thathes ned
| court until the afternoon.— aec
Times-Herald.
Liberall
Russian administration has under
gone a vast change since the aceession
of the reigning Quite recent]
at o great industrial centre, a large
body of operatives went on strike and
refused to resume work at the bidding
of the police. In the old days this
refusal would have been followed by a
military repression—but in the present
ease the authorities were told not tc
interfere unless the public peace was
distarbed by the strikers. In the
Baltic provinces the Draconian edicts
of the Holy Synod affecting the
Lutheran population have heen practi.
cally abolished, and Lutherans are

now no longer obliged to send their !

children to schools directed by vem-
bers of the Greek Church.

A Bride's Preparation,

Dean Grantley once said: ‘T asked
a blushing girl of seventeen, who was
about to be married, if she was pre-
pared for the life before her.

“‘Oh, yes,’ she cried, smiling, ‘my
| things were already a menth ago!”

“I wish,” he added, “‘there was a
| eatechism for brides-elect. Some of
‘\tlm questions should be, When the
ibreml is sour or the goup thin can
‘mm you tell the cook how to remedy
the mistake? Do you kuow how to
make a plaster or to change a bed for
o patient? Do you know anything of
ihe eare or training of children?”—

Youth’s Companion.

was aware of .

' ACRICULTURAL TOPICS,

Lard Scraps For Hens.

There is something about lard
gcraps, or the refuse which remains
after the fat is tried out of lard, that
makes them especially liked by hens
in cold weather. They are very warm-
ing and very fattening, so that not
much should be given at a time. But
they will redden fowls’ combs and set
them to laying in cold weather when
po other feed will do so.

fia Milk as Food on the Farm.

To every city resident one of the
advantages of living in the country is
that those living there can easily
secure fresh and pure milk directly
from the cow. It is a most valuable
! food product, whether used directly
a3 milk or cooked in castards and
cakes, in the various ways that milk
and crenm can be used. Probably
most housewives who have lived in
the country find when they remove to
the city that the absence of the best
milk and cream which they used to
have in abundance was a stronger
handicap to successful cooking than
anything else. At the wholesale prices
that are all that milk producers can
geb for milk it is & much cheaper food
than any other that comes on their
tables, If farmers ate more of their
milk product they wonld be better off
physically as well as financially.
What they then sold would probably
bring as much as does the larger por-
tion that they sell now.

Rye Bran as Pig Feed.

Th) chemical composition of rye bran
is very much the same as that of
wheat bran. It will, therefore, take
the place of wheat bran for cattle and
borses, taking care not to give any to
sows or mares that are breeding. If
therp is ergot in the rye from which
the bran is made, it may cause abor-
tion. But for pigs or hogs bran of
any kind is not good. It is too coarse
and rowgh, scouring the intestines
without digesting as it should. We
doubt whether anything conld be done
tojrye to destroy ergot and make it safe
to feed to any animal bearing young.
Ergot has a direct effect on the genera-
tive organs, and.we have heard of
:ases where it was used to bring heifers
or mares in heat so that they may be
bred. But none of this feed should
be given after fecundation, as it would
be very likely to prodace abortion.
Rye does not always contain ergot.
That is & fungous growth, which, like
cust, attacks the rye when it is exposed
to combined warmth and moisture.—
Boston Cultivator.

About Rats.

An unusual interest has been
woused in the destruction of rats
ihis season, because of the great num-
ber found -in corneribs and in the
vicinity of poultry houses, The loss
{rom this source has been cousidera-
ble, to say nothing of the anunoyance.
[f trouble in corneribs is to be avoided
next year, set the building on posts
eighteen inches high and around the
top tack a strip of old tin or invert a
tin pan and place it oyer the top of the
post. This will not always keep them
out but will do much toward prevent-
ing their entrance.

‘Where cribs are on the ground and
1 have been undermined by these pests,
{ a number of methods of getting rid of
‘ them, more or less successful, lLave
| been suggested. If n well-trained ferret
|nud a good rat dog can be secured,
| great numbers can be killed in a short
time, The ferret will go into the

holes under the crib and run out the
rats, which can then be disposed of
by means of the dog or guns. After
the rats have been well cleaned out by
| this means, they sedom return, or at
least, not for a long time.
| Inclosed bins, where carbon bisul-
phide can be used, they can be got
rid of in short time. Merely placean
, open dish full of the chemical on top
of the grain and permit it to evapor-
ate, It will permeate every point and
liill all living creatures, In using the
| bisuphide, remember that it is very
inflaimnmable and all lighis and fires
must be kept away from the building
while it is being applied.

During the last few years, rabbits,
gophera, prairie dogs, mice aud rats
hava been killed by catching one of
the animals and inoculating it with a
virus prepared especially for this pur-
pose, Release the animal and it will
spread contagion among all the rats on
the place, often resulting in clearing
a farm. This virus can be obtained
from large drug stores and is good for
| nse from ten to thirteen days after it

has been put up. If the animal can-
not be caught to be inoculated, the
virus may be mixed with food and fed
to the rats, when it will take effect in
{ the same way, The advantage of this
i\'irus is that while it is death to ro-
dents it does not affect domestic ani-
,mals or human beings. 1In this it has
a great advantage over strychnine,
rough on; rats, ete.—American Agri-
“culturist,

The Extinction of the Beaver,

The beaver is now almost extinct in
' Southwest Missouri, where once the
| industrious and cunning animal could
| be found in every stragm. The pres-
ence ofyathis interedting creatare,
whose fur has always been so much
prized throughout the world, caused
, the early settlers of the Ozarks to
give its name to many streams that
feed White River. South of Spring-
field the creeks were full of beavers a
generation ago, and now and then a
,survivor of the disappearing family
{ may still be found, but trappexs have
ceased to expect such a desirable
eatch. The otter has also about van-
| ished from the waters of this country,
and Springfield fur dealers make a
special display of a hide when they
secure one.—Springfield (Mo,) Leader-
Democra
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Between Now York and Liverpool.

The screw of an Atlantic liner re-
volves something like 680,000 times
between Liverpool and New York,




