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Myr. Gooderham’s “Kittanning Path”

Northern Cambria County once was the forest primeval Through
Sounticss years before the eoming of the white man it was wilderness
But it did bear an important part in the travels of our Indian
Predecessors, and maybe had a bearing on peoples who might have
_ Preceded them. In the jourmeys of the various Indian tribes from
SRSt to west over these Allegheny Mountains, Northern Cambria
M&y particularly, and authenfichlly, was the partial location of the
famous “Kittanning Path.” and its exact location had been more or
ih fegendary throughout the years. However, through the untiring
M of Henry M. Gooderham of East Carroll Twp.. presiden! of the
M‘h County Historical Bociety, the precise location of the "Path
fow definitely has been established

»

Beginning this week, and continuing next week. it is our
privilege te publish the papers prepared by Mr. Gooderham on
. this “Path.” This material will appear in the Sesqui-Centeanial
Bouvenir Bookiet of the Cambria County Historical Society to be
. published in conjunction with the celebration of a century and a
Balf of the institution of Cambris County. We are certaln many
Bundreds of our readers will find this excellently-written story
. very Interesting, and it will give local historians the correct data
. om this primeval “traffic lane.” In this connection we are here
* wih publishing » letter written Mr. Gooderham by FPaul A.
‘ Wallace, e@itor of “Peansyivania History.” quarterty magnzine of
. the Pransylvania Historical Amsociation”:
*Dear Mr. Gooderham: Thank you for the copies of the Topo-
3 Map (Patton and Barmneshoro guadrangles) showing your
of the Kittanning Path through Cambria County, and at the
time let me congratulate you on your splendid asccomplishment
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“ work. 1 know ensugh of the problems invoived to understand
& wealth of patience, determination. acumen, and love you have
hto this task —love for the land, the soil of Cambria County, to

honor you have devoted these researches
to have worked with you (though rather as an observer
&8 a contributor) on this project.

“I admired the skill and persistence with which you collected
_ your data: driving or trampifig long distances to meet an inform-
A8t or follow & lend, and delng it 16 all weathers, some of the
I gathering material from all manner of sources and how

You were gever tempted to throw up the job when the

was conflicting. You were an optimist, sure that the

was ouly walting to be found, but at the same time
cautious about comumitting yourself to the first obvious
b and you were never afraid to face contriry evidence.

.on this trail should be an inspiration to members of
' sovieties who wish not only to enjoy. but also by their

It has been a great |

WHY NOT LOOK EVERYWHERE?

The Kittanning Path

By HENRY M. GOODERHAM, PATTON K. D.
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STATE SENATOR
JOHN J. HALUSKA

In last week's issue we poinled
wit 1o our readers the possibili-
ties of establishing s canver clin-
i here within our own Couniy
While public interest is at
high pitch, a clinie would
worthless
less there
sufficient pers
E onnel well tra-
ined admin-
ister the Hox-
ey treatment
to the sufferers
of this dreadful
disease
In the event
that the medi-
cal  association
: | ignotes our plea
& : entirely and
Sen. Halusks fails to “,.(Tpr
ate to the point where nome of ils
members will submitl their ser
| vices pertaining to this treatment
| then, of course. it would be use-
ljens to make further endeavors
to have the clinic come to Cam-
bria County

However, the work we have
put forth in this respect will
not have beem in valn.

Powerful financial interests in
Philadelphin are doing everything
but breaking their necks (o have
 Dr
[ clinic im that city. Bo while Cam-
i bria County will not receive the
benefits of such an institution fin-
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{ mncially, the poople of this district

| will st least be abie to go to Phil-
indeiphia for this trealmeni.

exXas

Bo we feel satisfied that our
crusade in establishing & cancer
clinic in the Eastern part of the
| United States will be & success-
ful one

always regrel that the people of
our own county. especially

aride a golden riumity to not
only relieve suff humanity at
home, bul threw away the oppor-
tunity (o create smployment for
hupdreds of people.

However, this is all an as
samption on our L T
we are yet that the
Cambria County Medieal Awn.
will co-operate in

stand In asking for a thorough
to the Hoxsey Met

|

Hoxsey establish the Eastern

iCounty Medical ‘Society
is moeting of your group and in-
iform me whether or pot, your|
| membership,
will

But throughout the re-ipn.ip make it possibie to bring lo
maining years of our life we shall | gur s,

the |
doctors. ignored our ples and cast ém,
| wishes 1o your organization

Despite the fact that the Cam-
ty Medical Society has
on record approving wmy

and impartial investigation r- |
ho:‘ of |

cancer and since both

el Wm. F. Langer. This is the first

fes

roembers

Medical

f the Cambria County |
tietly to st up a staff’
f msdic men who will go to ihe
Hoxsey Clinic at Texas and learn
the provedure of the Hoxsey Me- |
thod. Learn first handed the pro
per methods of diagnosing can
cer in the early stages Then
come back up o Cambria County
and stari trealing the
thousands of people who are af
Nicted with ihis most dreadfa
disease bt who financially and
physically are not in position
make the long trip to Texas o
ceive this treatment

I am mot asking members of

8+

many

re.

| erosm

PART 1}
GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

’f“h.ﬁ r:*',f-;‘
which crossed
Peansyivana

(Rirse s
ength i
arnples of
ways. that
sTate a

Kittapming Path
(Caminis County
e Af  east - west
three miles in
the best ex-
Indian high-
o mouanisin
patiern followed
n consderable part by modern
rosmddn. ThHe closer the stixdy, the
more excellent those sarly irails
While tiso steep in sorne
for speedy modern motoy
they provided guizk and
ensy transport for ramrraned In
dian travelers and for the pack
trains of white traders penetra-
ting the Dadian coumtiry
To explain the excellent routing
of these Indian paths through our
mountain terrmin. 3 has
peen  suggested plonesr set
thers andg by some modern histor
Arns ire (radis wWere Drospec
ed and flrst veed by wild ani
mais bruffalo,  Oeer and bear
seeking a way across the ranges
If this be so it musl have been
by Divine guidsnce that these
large, roving atimals were able
1o ay thelr courses i as to over-
come obstiscles with (he joas! pos
gible inconvenience, whether in
fording sUreams, swWilliming 1ivers
Hmbing pountaines or Iraversing
marshes
Others would expinin the ex-
cellence of thess sarly Mghways
by presupposing  the existencs
of an +ul il rnew inhabit-
ing the jontern  Fhemisphere
before the people we KBow as
Indinns canme te these parts.
But perhaps it woulld be closer
to the trath to adanit that The
Indinns were themmmelves super-
jor to what fthe yorring
white man in Ns mm
chowen to think them
The first red men fo come info
santerns North Amersca and to
our Allegheny Mountaine
Ay have been inlightensd travel
ers whose descopndanis were re-

twerty

(e tf
the oid
inced

in wtikl

RppeRT
places
P et

oy

that

| duced by wars {6 the condilion in

which the white rnan found them
We know virtually nothing of |

| the Indians who Arst crossed our

they mow have with regards to
this disease. | am oaly asking
for the sake of suffering ho-
masity that you add the Feox-
sey treatment fo the st you
wow have. | dom’t think that
the AMA. can find any fasht
if any of their members agree
to add the Hoxtney medication to
their lat of treating stricken
patients :

I & clinic is set up in Cambria |
County it will tend to serve ihe |
people from the entire Eastern

[ part of the United Siates, part of

Cansda along with adjscent |
states South and West of our own |
great Commonweallh {

Bo in closing ,I sincerely ask
you, as President of the Cambria
o call

incinding  yourself, |
be willing to discuss this!
matler in more detall. | assure
you thet it is notl my purpose o
antagonize embarrass any of
your membership because my in-
tereat in this matler is only

oF

o

our people a service thatl now is
practically beyond lheir reach In
to saving the lives of |
of our own people, we!
couldl make Cambria County a
busineseman s paradise if & olin-

e of this naluare s once axtablish-
lad here

Hoping that 1 have the

Ay

ipleawure of receiving an answer

from you. I remain wilh my bes!

Very since
JOHN 1. HA

e
A in)

wmum’m
On Hoxsey Support

310 Gano Avenue

Georgetown,
May 1. 18904
Editor
Union Press-Courier,
Patton, Pennsylvania
Dear Sir:

1 have bafore me a photo-offsetl
reproduction of two letters writ-
ten by Dr. Joseph W. Raymond
President of Cambria Co., Medical
Society, regarding cancer; one
being addressed to you and one
being & copy of a jetter to Sen

instance 1 have so far discoversd
of & medical society
open-minded attitude tows 4

jost its charter for the
investigation of thisx clinic.

Can you give me any infor-

mation the articies

My interest in this matler re- |
suits from the fact that 1 have

| Rtanwix
| comprising Camibria County were

| rier
| Mountain and then swung

Endiess Mountxing” to descend

| townrd the Atlantic const. Hut we
i do know sometiting of the white
| sdventurers
| movement and oxplored “loward
i the
| traversed these traily long before

wihey reverss( the

setting sun " Bsld men had

1768 at Fort
the lands now

the purchase of
when

purchased from the Indlant

The first survey made along
the Path within the
boundury of what in now Cam-
b County was No. I8, March
20 and 21, 1N, for Alexander
Stewart, consbhiting of BKE scves
and named “Clest.”

Cabins were built near some
large springs <n the tract. and
the wis later named Chest
Springs. It was inc tod &5 &

May 30, 3
only tn the Kittsnning
Path is Cambria Coumty

The Kittanrosg Path extended
from the watern of the Juniata to
the walters af the Allegheny
River No student of the geo-
graphy of the ¢ountry coubd Bave
made any improvensent in it
location. A straight line from
Franksiown or the Junista to
Kittanning on the Allegheny
River would have crossed three

monmtaing, the Alleeheny
Laarel Hill, asdi Chestnut Ridge

But to the nirth of thin line. in
the upper part of Cambria Coun-
ty. the Laurel Hill and Chestaut
Ridge are much leveled off. The
Kittanning Path availed itaedf of
this easxing of the mouniain bar-
It cromsed the Allegheny
- T
nort hwent!

ad in the

great curve (o the

! thereby avoiding the ascent of the
i Laarel

5 44 the Chestnut
Ridge. Even in crossing the Alle-
theny Mountads near tamous
Horweshoe Curve, a fairly easy
ascent and destent were found

and

oppo- |

the Great

. y coustry. |
estimated to be three of four han-

dred miles distant.”

The trail irom Harris's Pemf
i Letort's Spring and|
vartously kmown

westward untll 1758 when un
Forbes military road war Dbuilt |

| War

{ dored
| The enemy enteresd and “'
[ sonpiom After bumming the fos?

Jobin Hart was one of the first
white men 1o travel the Kiltan-
ning Path in Cambria County
trading with the Indians under
Heense granted him in 1744 He
had two important nweling places
fior trade with the Indians The
one. In what is now Alexandria
Huntingdon County, was known
as HARTSR LOG It was ™
nammed bacause Hart had hewed
out & log thers 1o muke & trough
to foed his horwss The ofther in
Cambria County on the Kitian
ning Path four miles west of
Chenat Creek and one mile east of
Turkey Point on LR 11049 near
the southwest cormer of Elder
Township, s the well - known
HARTS BLEEPING PLACE

About the year 1836 a commit-
tee of the Cambria County His
toriceal Society headed by Peter J
Littie. Ewsg. now deceased. invited
he reiatives of the plonber aet-
tiers among them wo great.
grandscns of Michae! Weakiand
who had setiled at Hart's Slesp-
ing Place when it was yvetl a wild-
ernesx. 1o mee! with them for the
purpose of selecting the r
piace 1o erect a marker
inter Mr Little had a
mountain stone set in concrete at
the xite chosen with a
which reads as follows

HART'S SLEEPING PLACE

During the hatter part of the
vighteenth century, Jobm Hart,
an Indian trader, om his travels
along the Kittanning Path, fre-

Alter
during

the Delawiare

the French and
had established their head-
gquarters =t the town of Kittan-
ning on the Allegheny River they
with the sssistance of the Shaw.
aees traveied to and fro over the
Kittannine Path branching off
from it throurh various gaps to
the south g upon the
setilers. They ¥illed &nd scaiped
many. look others prisomers and
murched them over the Kittan
ning Path to Kittanning

It was over Lhe Kittanning that
the French and Indisns fraveied
when on August 1. 1758 they at
tacked and burned Fort Granville
about ome mile west of what! is
now Lewistown The garrison was
comemandsd by  Lieutenant ¥4
ward Armastrong. who was kiiled
in the action. After his death »
man by the name of Johm Turner
setine an his own initiative ob
tained from the beslagers a oro
mise 0 spare the Hves of the in
mates of the fort if they surrven
Turner ovened the

Indians

the Prench and Indisns returned
over the Kittanming Path brine.
ing with them as prisomers 22
rram  thres women, and & number

i of children.

The march to Kittanaing was

. The prisasers were

horribly ahipped when fativwe
ropned any to bag behind When
the party arvived st Kittan.
wing, Jolm Tureer, the man who
spvned the gates of the

o e Fadigee. was burned
denth at the stake.

To stop the atrocities commuit.

tod on the selllers in the Junisia

and Cuamberiand wvalleys T was
decided by the government of
Pennsyivania to send an exped-
thom  against Kitlapning the
stronghold of the great Delawsre
war captains. Jacobs and Shingas
Colonvel John Armstrong. & bro
ther of the Armastrong who hed
heent killed during the atisck om
Fort Granville was chosen be-
canuse of his well-known military
prowess !o lead the expedition
Colane! Armstrong oollected his
forves at Fort Shirley, iIn what is
now Huntingdon County There
were some (hree hundred officers

\A-Mm

A Hithe |
large |

- g By
iz the home of
ten Rallon hatl™

reached Framkstown on
the North Branch of the Juni-
ata River on Septemaber 1, 1756
Here his Bttle srmy strock the
crlobrated Kittanning Path, and
simee the path was sarrow, they
marched over it in single fie.

Arriving st a spot near Kittan-
ning on the evening of September |
7. they disposod their forces for a
sirprise attack. This they laun-
cthed at three o'¢lock the next
morning. The towsn was destroy-
ed Captain Jacobs was shot and
killed . Shingas escaped fo make
a reputation for himself Ister as
the greatest Delawsre warrior of
hix day

Colome] Armsirong haded his
wonded wolders on some Indian
horses he bl collected and re-
turned over the Kittanning Path
amping with his srmy one night
at the “CLEAR FIELDE”, a mile
st of Ashville
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