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My arms! were torn, my feet are bleed-
ing stifl,
My hexrt was pierced
: nntil
The drops of Blood lay on the mesdew
grass.

\!v soul iz white, hut eee (he erimean stain
Btith oaping from my heart: the pain is
H ﬁ"’
And ali the swestness—
more,
And lot me foel ¢

it me back onee

e old. old pain sgain!

»-va Hlart Woodworth, in Boiten Jouar nal,

SN RO

0dd Courtship,

13y Heélena Dixon.

BZER  STICKNEY and
Polly Wiggins were holk na.
tive residents of Port Ryerse,
small hillsurronnded  wil
1 the northern shore of Lake
‘Bhepexer was forty five, a mik
Cteade, and a bachelor from
Polly was a winiden of thirty:
: wryhoﬁy declared that was |
. though all had seen and read
orda traeed by Pully's owu
I the sand of the beach, thes
£ nmnber, “Polly Fidelia Wig
e, | ged twontythree!
Ebenezer lived all alove, in & lrmv
s sear the il Polly nwd wit]

keor. apd doer of odd seanmy-
Jobs the piace conld boast of.
One afternoon, when the sun @as
ereeping down over the lills Polly
threw aside the shict she was waking
Ebenesor Stickiey, and, taking
aister's childien. woent down on
beach for a walk. Half an bour
Ebopener was walking
the sanie direction, He bad besn kept |
way from the will all day by a felon,
which pelther hot iy wor lemon, nod
adozen diffirent poiltices could
drive from his thumb.
$He walked along over the shingly
b, holding the affiicted thutab tva:
derly in his palm.
length, thro an opening In A
eluster of elders, be discovered Polly
fns. It wax 8 maw day in early
, but for all that Polly's bt wae
| she was bowing and gesticulat-
il app tly engaged o enarsiest
sation.
olly i elther going crazy or else
trying to perform  like them
re folks we saw when we 100k
that excursion to Buffalo” 8o say-
t Ebenezer crept enutiously up to
euing bushex. He parted the
ully and peeréd through,
to bBimself  with  delight,
: pitin i his thumb was en-
forgotten as he watched Polly
£l one of her surptising bows.
broad smile disappeared from
Aiatener's face, leaving a look of
astonishment as Le heard Polly

Bheneser Stickney, 1 con-
marry you omn four con

w her giance timidly, pot at
ed face among the bLushes,
 fitump; then, a3 if she had
| what those conditions

she went on:
guit wearing that sunfl-
ﬁwum coat that yonr
i was married In. You
smoke cigars. if you can't live
. smoking, jonstead of always
that old, black pipe In your
Then you must shave off those
! grizly-gray whiskers,
‘mustache, and quit riding
wwhite, bobtatied. mean-
rack-bones of a horse every-

go. and with your cvat |

you
‘banging down to cover his ribs,
t old pigeon-tailed cont! It
bad emmgh any tipe, but ten
m when you're a horse

lmked gober enough now,
% head lke a ponidid boy.

ﬁeﬂ’ proud of his personal |

Cand often sald to bimseil
um\ged his pecktie before !h

fen’t 4 married man am:md

compare with me [or starcu-
slickness”

fhere was a time when be

. he looked particularly grand,

when he wan dressed in Qs

y snit and mounted on his faich.

ghite horse, He was ifrgipg 1o

up bis mind whetlier be ought

gtep out and e¢all her the bl

ggost

simpleton in all creation or mo off |

his msiness, when Folly began
aguin In a tender, chiding

h, Ebeneser! how can you aik if
you't Didn't Jim Winters pack

y Celfornin just beeause 1 would

ve him? Didn't Ruby Oskes try
drown bimself becnuse I wittened
Dida't 1 refuse Jerry Vail only
nday. just for you? And after
waited, botween hope ami des.

11 these years, you ask me that!”
And Polly covered her face with ber
“am ' if to conceal either her

. or her tears, Lut shortly she

her face-~and a prety,

fe, though somewhat careworn,
face it was—and continued:
on're very kind and thoughtiul
ezer, to ask me abont fixing up

- hou Where you've Hved so

many yonrs can't help Leing a happy

for me; but 1 might suggest one

o little improvenients, seoing you

s e You wight just cart the
robbish out of the (front yard-the
 barrel, nud ash beap. and grind:

ue, and such-and make up some

beds. I've got lots of seeds, and
~gan  have some ot 'em--hollys
s china-asters, and mari-

lmd c:‘oume popp!u. and sweet

l
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¢ hey feelings hind been burs: @

i

1AW,

ing.

Uthe house ontsl

‘1“aa

ing pilories, They'll want to be near
the window. and yon'll have to mave
tthe pig trough. Th n your spare room
Wil be more ke someihing If it had
i carpet and @ sofa, And a pleture or
anid a ceptretablecand, above
all, enrtains the windows,

“You haln't got many dishes, 1 don't
suppose; but Tl bring a bost. I've
got two whole sets of blue sloneware,
all except the slop bowle, be
hest pist of 8 gilt ehina set.
geen emy Ioguess. The House
painting, I never spw w0 browh a
hevisge A woite Then we
want an extension whle, #0 when Bet-
gy and her chibdren visiE us they o
ril #it down, Don't be affended,
Ebeneger: 1 shouidn’t he raid
this, for the world,
Bsked pmo

Ebenrzer didn’t Enow
orght to be ofiended
fattered and yet oo

Polly put band is ler pa

sl ::rmvm }:gﬂ
fnd with it oo
wod xi«r*-m? The sipgd
Cher o mind baex o
tof 1ie. 1t was stiteh,
with peor Poily
night, with oo to love Lt
care for her am ahe meritesl. Bo she
gt down With ber baek 1o the bushese,
and when Eteneter ktiow by e low
sobs that rexched him that she wWis
erying. e det go the bmshen carsful
Iy, 8o as uvot to diutrd her, and

for

wides the

wanis
10

for oo,

den

o YKandksre!
UL ndkereki

from mornls

4] 5Ty

walked off lioran

He lay aw till lonig after mid
might that night.  His thumb palued
him some, hut bls sjeeplesspess wase
not canked whaily Ly that

He was thinking of the thne, many
years back, when Polly Wiggine, then
# roxy girl of ¢ighteen, was very dear
to him. He remenbered, oo, bow sl
had gons to Duime Chadwiek's "apple
eut” oue night with Jim Winters, #nad
that she firted with R all the evin
He rammembered, to0, how angry
and fealous he was about 1t and that
he treated ber cobiliy and pever sought
to woo her nfier that, He made 8 1o
solve at Isst, and then he closed his
eves and went to sleop-to dream of
tablen of all kKinds. with sofas and
pictares, and blue dishies, and rolle of
carpeting, and poppy and marigold
sepd by the bushel being plled pros-

Heenously In his front yand, and that |
‘Be was giving o the house a coat of

white paint.

Then be was strotehing and tacking
down a carpet in the garret, and———

He awoke with a groan.
have been hamipericgz away at his
sore thumb for it was throbling and
aching terribly,
i quextion pow, so Ebenezer got np and
fighted a lamp, and walked the bare
foor Ul dasylishit, wonderiag why bhe
had pever felt =0 lowely before, and
thinking, as he had never thoughl be-
fore that a bachelors life was &
wretehed one.

A few days after ber walk on the
i beach, Polly sat knitting in
ter's hest room,
in from the store, where
cone for a roll of Latter,
“Sakes alivee Polly, you will never
eliere B! Ebenezer Stickney |
fag ecetything il}*idf' (m: and

ey re Daing

Loy sis

e bad

down at his honse,

whitewash ;
Biack there clearing
didn't think nae

Iand Knows the
Just mx 1 left the
s10p in frout of U
s nés

¥

ing f he's pot Jim
¥odo 4

ail that,
Beeded i
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$$cin
L Lad
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of

we d }‘n “y qf el
Alvs

Ve

not

}w:’»}” ATy er wWas
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BOLioe 4

rovkon 1
That brazon-?

solx rish!

e B
hiad  her
yeurs, Nyily
trapped E.m 4
Polls's face 3
now.  She made po reply.
aver her work, meryvously
siitohes sbhe had dropped
1L she loved Ebenezer
sigter did nat
Katy Rive,
came o
“Please, Miss Poliv, Un
sent nw down after the
sald he could have™
“Let me see” said Polly, musingly,
“Oh, ves.  He wanted os to save
P, S

gome cucumber 4
wants, over su

wag

Stickn
Just
Elbspegevs Hitle

suspett it

theu
nivve,
i 1o Ehen
seeds you

iy

“It's flower seed he
many Kinds"” interposed Katy,

“1 pever prowised him any,
know of, I didn't s
sueh things”
tully. as abe thougly of Luey Murray
I connection with Ebhenera's Towern
garden.  Then sbe added weekiy:

as 1
Spese he cared [or

with crael thorns

“Your uncle I8 welcome to what 1
hava lefr

The liftle girl received the seeds i
and bounded away, raving: i

“fhe beds are all ready, s8d I'm m i
show Unole Elen how to sow them™

Then hack she came Again:

“1 fargnt 1 was to agk yon which
Are the morning glory resdn Ha says
you fold him they renst be put near
1he window :

=1 naver told him
But there. them's '

Tkt be in 8
Men, Ohrver, per
Cele Blen & going
ha?’

i of -

W he 2 he going to marry?
pow, theres a good girl”

“Tron't Epow. bat I goose mother |
Aoes.  8he 1614 him ghe wonldn't make
the earpets unless he told her. Bat
ghe won't tell, thongh Ure roaxed her |
$ver so much. How funny i will seem
to huve Uncle FEhen married™

“Thare’'s sour mother copiing now
with her honnet to be trimmed, and
she don't lesve this houge till she
telis said Mrs, Carver o

“lget ax thongh you dida't know al
ready.” sald Mre Rice in apswer 1o
the allimsporiant auestion,  “Hasn't |
the hride-slact §n?"i Tour’

2o pot. or I shiouldn't bave

sy such thing,

Rate.” said

MRa Four

matarp

Xow,

fogiree

bt
Rice

then ta't tell;

Mrs

You've |
t neting

Wi

i evming bere, af

along
[ houge to nnite px, and several of our

He rx‘u«tv
| for the ext

Nieep was out of the |

Woen that iady came by

nd m,y«:,m rwd’:

for

gt

oy, her
{ been

siid Polly, o Httde spite

sy, ol f’f
miisstiievon
Plenty

RO A &3
wionld i
e, and

afrerward”

G how |

Jum

#t the

o ne whe sat
i Fhenczer 19
the rowd ar fNoe asoa il

azt- tn Wik new buggy, dresssd Ino oA
brand-new suit, ¢ Wall therel He'n
ter his new shirts, Hke
I

Pully got v shirie and st Wil
thesh folded in her lap. while she
Seursd up bow much Eleneser owed |
Lers

“Frat up the shirts, Pally:
enme for them. but fov yon™

“Coamee for Polly!” exclaimed Mrs
Carver, in aatonishment

“Yeg  Polly. I have ¢ome for you.
You know m*x wsid yeu'd marry we
of ecertaly conditions 1 bave ¢nm-

piled with your requireinents, sud ::mw
I want vou o sl your p'n i ine.”

“xir. Mtichvey. 1 neter—

“ifush. Poliy.” mald Ebenezer, soft-
I, as Be stole his arm ayeund her

abir. while Beisy gilded from the
rocitn: “eall me Ebeneger, dear Eben
wzir. and make mé as happy as you
A that day on the beach, [ heard
yoir, Pelly~heard sl you sald, and
T'se been happler sipev thin ever be
fore, %o get on Tour things snd come
The eider i walting at bis

1 dldn’t

{riends are there ta withers the core-
msny. We'll 1ake our wedding dinner
At our own houne, and we musa’t for-
ot to invite Rtey and the clildren,
n table in pProy idel "

This Jast waa sald a litle teasingly,
sod Polty B ! her biushing face on his
boaaots. murmuring

D't hxw.wm. don't™

“Well there ®0 you o and get
ready right awsy, FI pever mention
it agnin”

Too honrs later
wile prowtaiy throogh

Ebeneter lod bis
kis pewiy-furn
and & mare oyl

& happler Bride oo

ool
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