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Hlow This Fragrant Flower Became the
Symbol of Marriage.
i before orange hlossoms became
associated with weddings the fragrant
| jasmine was common ly used for the
decoration of a bride. A very pretty leg-
end of ancient Tuscany tells how I is
little blossom became the symbol of
| love. A travelr, returning from the
warm conpiries of Asia, brought hime
with him a rare tropieal plant—the jos-
ine—vhich was soknown in Tascany.
ge gave s smalislip toa certain duke,
who et it among his most treastined
plants, where it roated and thrived up
der the ears of the gardencr and soom
grew to be a good sizged plant.  The
dukewas so provd of his rare possesiion
that he gave strict orders 1o his garden-
er to goard the plant carefully ard on
no account 1o give even s ship—uot a
flower—to ANy person.

The gardener was a gond yonng oun,
and he wonld have been Iaithfal to his
charge had he not happened to fall in
Jove with the Fweetest peasant matd in
a1l Toscany. The maid was poor snd
her lover was hot much richer, &0 they
were upsble to marry. On the birthday
of the peasant the gardener, having
wothing else to give the maid of his
choics, prosented her with a bongue! ot
fiowers, and among the ather elippings
in the bunch there was e from the
dnke’s cherished jasmine bosh, Nothing
eonld be too good far the gurdener &

¢ maiden, o i this coae instauce he re
faxnd his care of the shrob.  The il
sdmiring the fresh buds of the wprig,
wishod to pressrve it and w0 placed 1t
in the gronnd, where it rootoed and re
mained frish and green all winter, tons
gymbalizing her len for the gurdener,
and in the following spring it grew and
wis ooverad with blossoms.  The little
hosh flourished snd  the flowers raniti
plisd so nnder the paiden's oare that
sho was able to sell mapy of the fries
for & considerable gum. spreading
the aukiown  fower abriad, and in B

' khtnt tiv, with & spray of the precions
love token tm her hoeast she was el
ded to; the happy gardener

o thin day the Towun girls preserve
the remenbrance of  the gardener’s gift
to his swietheart by’ wenring a Doscgay
of sweet jasmine on their weddng day
and they huve a proverb which surs @
yoring pir] wearing such & sprig s rich
enough t make the fortune af & poor
hushand. — Philadelphia Pres«
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Cardinal Mezeofanti's Mermory.

Cardinal Mezzofauti had a menory
littls short of mirscuions.  Dr. Ruwell,
his bicgrapher, says that the rarding’
gpoke with the grestest sase 80 jan-
gasges; that he spoke fairiy well 0
that he need occasionally, but ot with
any flueney, H more thit he sjoke i1a
purfoctly K, and that he eimld  rend
11 more. Takiog i mdddition the num-
bar of diglects he used, pome #odiverse
from the mother tougne as 4 momstitnta

. » differsnt langnage, Dr. Russell suys
thal the cardinal was master of no lees
than 111 different lingnaged anad dia-
Jects.

- His German was &0 excellent that he
wi taken for a native of Genmany.
while his Freveh wnd Eopgiish wem
equally pare.  Dr Tholock heard hin
ponversé in (erman, Arabie, Rpanish,
Flewish, Buglish, Latin, Gorenk, Swe
dish nud Portogoese, at one of the

pope’'s geceptions, and afterward Mewzo
fanti gave him & poem in Persian and
Joft hiwito take s lesson in Cornish. He
know severai of the American bidian
Janganges sl pearly all the dialscts
of Fudin

In spite of all thess attainments, how
ever, ho was n very dull man, and hin
sclf muid that be had 20 words fon umn
idea.  He was reparkable ouly far the
guinber of languages he kopw, hint was
not distinguished as a graminarian, a
Jesboographer, a philosopher, a yiilodo
gist or ethpologiat, and sdded nothing to
any department of thestudy uf languagy
Bt Lonis Globe Derpocral,

An Imperfect Gold Coln.

Saperimtendent  Boach ol the streed
cleanitig departipént soms tiian since
found a #5 goid coin oA catbatand,
sud it proved to e s cures warth
ae mnch a8 two ordinary § (i1
gecount of  ita haviog  been Tmisd
stroek! —that is, it had not been placest
pquarely in the die, and the miliing o
one #ide was some distabes from tie
wige, while om the other sicha there Wi
wage O toentioning the fact 1o an exy-
ployes in the dan Franciso
was told that the ooln wasa sounterfedt,
and that it was practicaliy frn posssi ble
that a coin so disfigured ccadd have
been iswned from any government mint
When the cetn was prexduced, the mint
empliyes, after potting 1t W all sore of
tests, had to admit that it was u genu-
Jdue ooin, struck at tbe Phiindeipbia
mint, where every coin pasies Lhrungs
the hands of four persons Who eXarming
i for defects, and he said he wonld not
have belioved it possible for such o con
ts escape them had he not sepn it e
Portland Oregonian.
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Declining Our I'ronouts.

In & colicotion of the posseRRIODS of
the late Robert Louis Bteveuson there 18
a letter showing the diffienlties which
even such a master of English as he ex-

jenced in writing  our  lauguage
“'When 1 invent a language,’’ he writes,
sthere shall be a direct and ndirect
propoun differently declined, and then
writing will be some fun. '’ This idea
he illustrates as fallows:

Direct—He, hin, his

Indirect—Ta, tom, tus

Ho adds in exempiification, ''He
seized tum by tus throat, but tu at the
sanie moment caught him by his hair. re
A fellow would write hurricanes with
an inflection like that — Boston Herald

At the Restaurant.

Gluest—Why don't you smash those
dishes?

Waitress—They fine
4ishes bhere.

Guest—Well, if I ran the place, I'd
3pe you for not smashing them.—De-
troit Free Pross,
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A Big Bratnea Major,
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