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SPEECH OF
HON. WM. A. WALLACE,

BENATOR FROM CLEARFIELD,

In the Pemnsylvania Senate, March, 1867, on the
General Railroad Law.

Mr. WALLACE. Mr Speaker,
this subject is so importaot in its  bears
ings upon the future of our Common-
wenlth and so direotly affects my imme.
diate constitutents, that I deem it my -ln
ty to place upon record my reasons  for
the severa] votea I have given and shall
give upon the bill. Ikis an adunlt-.-‘I
fact that a majority ‘of the. peopla of
I’ennsylvania are favorable to the pass.
wze of & ¥ free ™ or ¢ general ¥ railroad
law. Both ecandidatez for Guberna
torial honor at the late e lection placed
themselves upon resord in ita  favor
Both the incoming and outgoing Gov.
ernor reeommmended it,  The Committee
on Railroads of this body recogunized
this fuot and reports favorably the bill
before us, which is entitled * Au act
to authorize the formation of railway
eompanies.” T eaonot but régret that

H;‘

| the ecmmittee has not ;,':\'vn us a more

none, but
should be,

liboral bill & itis better than
it is by no means what it
Its title expressas what it is, but 1
fear the authority given is g0 defectiv
in its details, so restrictive in its
tinl features, that it ean never
“ general " railroad law., Deficient as
it is, restricted as are its  details, it
seems our plain duty to acceptifrom the
committee aod the majority of thig body | .
a bill which they have persistently re-
fused to permit us to amend. 1If we
refnse to acecpt this, our work must be
recomuienced at the bottom, whilst, if
we aceept our inevitable fate and point
ont the defcets in the hill, concentrate
public opinion upon them, force rhem
into the eanvass before the people acd
thiis ¢ -:ni-rI candidates for ]nl:l(‘t\. to
commit themselves in  favor of their
correetion, we shall be ennbled to amend
and reform the law in  fature sessions.
We dare not assume that the House will
vefuse to amend the bill the Senate
has, and it becomes our duty to  send it
to thew in as zood a form as we can
to say that, ino
statne books a law
railroad system ns
we are pgaining

cL5en-

Lo a

ns

!u::u‘in-_: upan the
recognizing the fres
w part or our policy,
nothing ¥ Ivis, in reality,a victory
over the opponents of this system that
we have thus wreng from them, They
reluctantly vield, yet yicld they do, and
wo vn:n;ml them to [l wee upon record
their solemn admission that a fren  rails
road syutem 15, anid ourlit to be, the
policy of Pennsylvania. This is the
erent, loa fundamental idea in the
bill, and its details will be formned and
_n'h':[n'-!' y mould and earry out the
withes of the people thus recognized
We rauy dail to ai 1 in shi uping those de.
but s will find it an
rative I'luler'[:ainin;_f these
\‘.»’“-‘ AT I haw i'e-‘u, in all itd slages,
and during my entire legizlutive earcer,
an advoonte of the ad wption of this
[ sannot now refuse to vate for
failed to amend
judgment dictated, and my
parnest efforts have demonstrated, was
wy wish

UTpon thie consideration of the bill in
gommittee of the whole, it scommed
though amendments were io be permit
ted 3 upon repeated divisions of the
ittee, the felends of a liberal lm“m‘_‘r'
&U “'--tn. and valuable additions
apon the bill, Whether
{ was because the yeas and nays
could not be called, or for what resson
it ogeared, I cannot say, but the tactics
were changed, and, upona test vote,
the eommittee of the whole arose and
were refused leave to sit aernin, The
effect of this vote was to et off all the
amendments that had been made, and
allow the bill to come up on second
reading |-ruui~':-|_\~' as it had been reporl
ed from the Railroad Comwittea. It is
n snificant [not that all of the Senators
who voted {or that motion have
biesn :' und steadily aguinst
amendment,

I'he first section of the b iH nuthorizes
the ercation rail ¥ wation of
not | 3 Y HONS, .Lul fix s
the amount of eapital '»"1:.. at not  less
than Glteen thousand dollars per mile.
e wa wl to reduece this to ten
’-‘""l"'l the friends of this
li
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ina,

M &

inpe l'l""

Byslei,

as

oomimn

Wwere

were enzrafted

.*-iu:'--
voting

Mo
3 u of the bill author.
ol the ruilway to an
exceeding twonty thousand
dollars, and it seems  fair to suppase
that in localites in which railroads can
| be constracted for ten thousand dollurs
per mile, those who invest their mione ¥,
and sink itin grading sud bridging,
sbould be permitted to exeente o mort-
gage on the road for suparstructure and
equipment, There nre muny portions
of the wenlth in which this
amount is fully adequate (o these pur-
poses, and it scews like imposing unoee,
cesary weight to esmpel the subscrip.
onethird wmore, with ne-
compaying  addition  of  taxation.
Surely tuis policy is pot libesal ; it is

alount not

Commor

tion of i3
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The second seotion provides that
before the certificate of incorporation
qlull be isaued, nt least tem thousand

collara per mile shall be subseribed in
gund fuith, and ten per centum thercon
paid in.  We moved to strike out ten
thousand dollars and insert four thou-
sand, and again we were voted down
by the friendsof the reported bili,
Under our present railroad law of
1849, and its supploment, assuming
fiftcen thousand dollars per mile to be
the amount of eapital stock vpamed in
enol charter, it 18 only necessary to
subscribe ten per cent. thereof, or' ohe
thousand five hundred dollars, in order
to secure the issuing of letters patent,
and the right to all of the incidents of
n corporation. The same amount must
be paid up under eagh law, Can there
be any reason given tor this vast difier.
ence ! Uuder the law, as it now ex.
iats, less than onoec-sixth of the howa-
fide subseriptions is necessary that that

ti n makes obligatory. Inthe one
o the Legislature grants the special
-.'hnb-l ; in the other, the mere com-
plianoa with the statue vests the right
Recoguizing the increase of the cost
ol construction (consequent upon pres-
ent high prices ), we proposed to make
four thonsaud dollars the minumen, but
fuiled by the same votens before. Is
it fair, in the face of this comparison
of the two laws, to gay  that this bill
will aid 1n ereating new  compauies 7
This distinetion is made npon a very
essential poiot in the case, the very life.
ziving principle to the new companies,
and shows deep ingenuity in its  inser-
tion. If ono' thousand five hundred
dollars be enough to aliow the iucorpos
ration of compunics under the law as it
naw stands, surcly lour thousand dollars
is enough w give them life under the
new bill, when our purpase is declared
to be, ** to nuthorize the formation of
railway compnnies.”

The provisions of this seetion also
initiate n new policy in our State. Tt
imposes upon all stoakholders a lia,
bility for debts ineured in construetion,
maintennnee and operation, equal to the
amount of their stoeck. As I understand
this, if the roand be ineolvent, the
stockliolder not’ only loses hiz stock, bur
ILust pay an amou it mlu:ﬂ thereto upon
tha debts of the company. It is urged
by tho friends ot this provision that
he ean only be responsible to the amount
of the cash value of the stock, and if
he has paid that, he canbe held for no
more. i this be true, why insert such
a provision ! The stock, if unpaid, ‘ean
be reaclied by ordinary process, or, if
paid up and expended, it is in the road
and its cquipments, which ean be levied.
It will bear but one constraction, which
is the one already placed upon the in-
dividual liability elanse in  manufucturs
ing charters, viz : that the stocklolder
is linble to an amount equal to his stock
in addition thereto. 'The chairman of
the Judicary [ Mr. BiioEMAKER] admits
this tobe the true ecoustruetion, and
asserts ils correotness asa principle,
assuming that, like all manufacturing
companies, these corporutions should
be hold to a stringent rule. He forgets
that this class of corporations staud
upon very differsut and much higher
ground than the other eclass, These
eronte and  develop wealth wherever
their ramifications extend ; they are a
publie benefit, and nourish and iovig-
orate all other enterprises, All regard
them as powerful agents in  producing
wealth for the State, the people and
the nation. The other cluss of  corpo-
rations upon which this c¢lanss has been
imposed are private cnterprises fur
personyl gain, confined 1n their operation
to a narrow sphere and often productive
ofinjury to the mass of the people.
Their privileges are special, oand give
them adyvantages over private capital ;
the mass of the community are wot
benefited, and llh')‘ may well be I'!JL’{'\!
under restrictions that are totaly iu-
applicable to railroads, It is contended
llml' l!n- !f'.'h'-f ir \-\'1” *'Iﬂl i .IHI !u\c his
wazes it this elause be not inserted
I thought so, T would assuredly desire
]-rc.'.ﬁ:':l'\-u!'iu:l, but such is not the ex-
perience of our [-i_-n)ln'.u + railroads are
built lr_\.' contract, and the contractor
l-m]Iu-.- the laborer;itis the rarest
oecasion that he goes on with his  work,
No iondividual iability clause i3 con
tained in our railvoad law of 1849, nor
does it appear in of the special
charters  heretofore  pranted. Why,
then, shall we change the rule 7 Our
policy upon this subject is sottled, and
it is wrong now to unsettle it, This
pravision will oparate as & serious
hindraace in the way o! seeuring cap-
ital, and is an unceessary aud unwise res
striction. It is almost an adage in our
system of railroad financiering that the
stock must be sunk once before the
road will pay, and this risk is suflicient
bo Taug pose u‘uu our ¢ .tpl[ dists, If this
be tlw case, the State ia still the gaiuer,
for although the capital is gone, lruc!
is fucilitated, prodoction Ia readered
easy, and the hidden resourses of the
State are developed,

any

The proviso to the Gfth section limits
the new companies to eertain specifio

1M

ratés of toll upon eoal, iron ore, pig
metal, lumber aod agricultaral produets,
This provision, in itaelf is wise and just,
and eommends itsell’ to onr judgment as
a protection to the people ; but when we
remember that the rates of toll borein
fized ure the maximum, and that every
ratlroad company in i the
Stute ia now  charging higher rates of |
toll than thess, it becomes npparent thut
this is an unjust diserimination against
the new L‘mnp:miw. and that some ruale
should be wln]»lwi that will bear I.H!ll:n]l)'
upon the old ecomppuies, as well as thie
new, and #lso save the people: from on-
erous charyes,

In offering the smendment to the
seventh seetion, authovizing econncetion
with railroads of other States, and ewm-
powering the execution of contracts with
them, it seewed, to my mind, so plainly
necessary, so vitally essential to the sue-
cets ol the system, so clearly condueive
to the interests of the Commonwenlth,
I hoped for ils success, In thig, ns in
our other efforts, 1 have been dis 1;--mnt.
ed, Tomy immediate constitucnls this
is o vital amendment. Itia for them a
practical good, an indispensable clement
in the healthy developwent of their in-
exhausible resonrees, Dy your decis:
ions they are rewiteed to the future, and
to thut future, and to the tribunal of the
people, they confidently ap peal,

Other nmendmeats lesa vital than
these bave shared their fate.  With
these amendments, the bill would have
been wuseful aud practienl ; withont
them, it is the vehicle inlo which, even-
tually, the machinery nceessary to its
harmouious and benefielal working will
be put.

Senators tuke oceasion to heap anathe-
mas upon the heaas of the officers of one
of the great corporations of the Com.
monwealth, and charges and assertions
are made that I regret to have hea:rl,
I eannot forget that T am, in common
charity, bound to aceord to all men ree-
titade of purpose.  Whilst T am per-
forming my sworn duty of the Common-
wealth [ serve, I must not forget to &l
low the sworn officers of that eorporation
to perform theirs, If their devotion to
its interests, to its prosperity and mag:
nitude, if their strenith of mind, econ-
centration of purpose and determined
energy enable them to advance its wel.
fare to the detriment of tha Htate, it
should not redound to their disadvan-
tage, but should cause the blood to
mount in our cheeks, that we, the chos-
en rulers of nlmost an empira, are found
unable to cope suceessfully with a creat.
ure of our own creation. The rewmedy
for this lics with the people.  Tiet them
select yoen who will cbey their will, T
cannot forget too, that Senators upon
this flnor, whose integrity no wan dare
impugn, have beern found steadily voting
against onr nmendments and for the bill
of the committee. This demonsetratos
to the impartial mind that honest difler-
ences of opinion exist upon this subjeet.
Senntors resident in the HKast recard
this subject from a different stand.poiot
thun those of us who reside in the West.

existenco

We can but speak our own senti.
ments, and endeavor truthfully to repre.
sont by our votes the sentiments of our
constitucnts, and in presenting this gnes-
tion from our point of view, it of econrse
becowes us to do so earnestly and trath.
fully.

l‘-m; own mind it becomes & ques.
tion upon which broad and comprehen
give views of our situation and policy
should prevail, In an issueso vital to
our future, we,should rise ubove locality
and loesl opinons, and losing sight of all
else, cudeavor to find those avenunes that
will lead our Commonwealth and people
& proud aod elevated position.

Il
(44

We are Peoosylzanians, god we
Litizens of the United States We owe
duties in both relutions, As Pennsyl-
vanians, it is our duoty to throw wide
the door aud invite capital to enter, to|
ereate a  system liberal aod Far.seeing,
by which the iron rail way be made 1o
track every stream, to climb every hill,
and peoeirate every valley in all our
brosd State, by whieh our vast riches of
iron, of lead, of eoul and of timber, may
be dragged from their native ]-|;u.h--,.m:l
made o pay tribute ta our coffers,

Ly which the agvicultural resources
the Commonwealth wny readily
their most nataral warkets .

are

ml:l
of
reach

As wembers of the great Republie, it
is n duty to remembor that oar geo-
geaphieal position makes us the tho
oughfiire of nations ; that we dare not
tuke advantage of that pasition to the
detriment of our sisters 3 that the grand
highway from the cowmmereisl mart
the Atluntie, by the commercial ecntre
of the West, to the commercial murt up-
on the Pacifie, lies throngh onr borders,
and that the commerce of the world,
poured upon the shores of either sea, in
passing Irom one to the other, must and
will earich all it touches. Shall we
elose our l.l"ml’m or Hh‘l“ wo invite it to
enter ! One policy drives wealth, trav-
el and trade around us ; the other pours
riches inlo eur lap.  Eurich one part of
the Btute, and the whole is bonefited ;
taxation is lessened, wealth increased,

| il madural Ty

| Toy rupid

| our cities prosper, and our railways flour

ith. Let who will bloek the it
should be the pride, as 1 beliove it to he
the duty of Pennsylvanians, to thraw il

open. (ur true mission is that of mn i
terial progress, and in the line of thal
mission, f{ree transit becomes an im

perative duty.,

Standing upon one of the hills of my
own county, | ean cast a stone, with my
left Land, into wnters that flow into the
Qulf of Mexivo, and, witn wy right hand,
into those that flow into the Chesaprake
bay, At that point the summit be
tween the Fastern and Western witers
enn be passed with gradients not exceed-
iniz fifty feet to the mile, and the wal-
loys of these watereonrses yin almost
beneath the line of & direet air-line rante
hetween New York and the great centre
of railroads in the West.

Here lies the great natural thordusl-
fare from the seabonrd to the West, In
advorating 1ts adoption, T am actuated
by what f believe to be the simplest
prineiple in our ordinary affai It ia
that which dictates to our common sense
the sclection of the most direct means
for the attainment of the end desired.
Here are the ensy grades, tha direot
line. "Trade and travel seek and inva-
riably find them. Their early adaption
briogs early development. Rofusal to
open the door now but postpones the
inevitable future, Philadelphia is not
injared by their adoption, tor to day her
great eorporation geeks to seenre travel
and trade to New York, and facilities
are given by the Allentown ronte, and
by close conneetion West Philadelphia
for eagy and 1apid access thereto. Its
officcrs grasp a great truth in establish.
ing this policy, and secure for their
maganificent road a patronage that a dif
ferent poliey wounld repel. If, then, it
be true that Philadelphia and her eiti.
zens now aid in opening the way to New
York, and, by deing so, invite teaflic
through our borders, what foree is there
in the avgument that Philadelphia is in-
jured 7 Trade cannot be diverted from
its natural channels, and we must act
aceordingly, Tt then beecomes a simple
rpuestion between the intercsis of exiate
ing lines and of those to be ereated in
future. There will be enouzh tor both
Our geographisal position insures his.
New York lines may not be abls to onm-
pote with this, but our own will fairly
divide the trade.

way,

From Second Tork, in Cameron coun.
ty, on the Philadelphin and Erie raili
road, by tha vallays of the Sinvemalion~
ing and Susquehanna to Loek Haven,
thence by a straizht line to Milton, and
thence by the Catawissa, Lehigh Valley
and Central New Jersey routes, New
York is reached by dire ct lines,

From Seoond Fork, the summit of
which I have spoken is reached by the

ralley of Dennett’s brauch of the Sivne-
mahoning ereek, and conneetion is made
with Sandy Lack ereek, a branch of the
Redbank, which is a tributary of the
Allegheny, Degernding the Sandy by
very low gradients, the town of DBrook-
ville is renched, and thence stretehing
westward by the valley of one of lhe
tributaries of the Redbank, n braneh of
the Clarion is attained, which is descen-
dsd, that stream is crossed, and one of
ita western hranches again ascended to
the summit, between the Clarion and
the Allegheny, where the head of East
Sandy creek is reached, and that stream
desoended to the Allegheny, whence |
easy gradients and direct lines counnect
with Franklin, and Warren, Ohio. 1i
wo will take n map and loy upon it a|
line from the centre of the ruilway
systems of Olio aud Iodisna to New
York, it will be found that by this
route, the deflection from that line is |
vastly leas than that of and existi !

[ta  dist shorter by ninety il

its curvatures are lightor, nud its

nro oneshinif sler than those ot

existing Line of railway. It 15 the
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Mark Traiu is puh]hlrm" u serics of
articles on Fomale Suffraze in the St
Louis Democrdat. Some of his
ments in opposition to the measure are
original and amnsing. He says that
even now they are fond of office
that they arc v-mlnn:n!l;,' getting  up
assoeintions ot all kinds, and  ronning
for President of them without pay; hut
once allow them to voteand go to the
Loegislatare, and they will start a  thou.
sand wore societies, and eram them full
of salaried officers. Tuostead of the
usual fee-bill for judges, State printer,
&o:, he sags the list would read some-
thing like this :

OFFICERS AND SALARTES.
President Dorens Saviety....
subordinate officers of same, each
President  Lndies Union  prayer
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sident Paownee educational
l']l'l}
President of
Disseminition vI Bolles
frmonge thie “ilrl !.lllll Rana
State Crinoline IMroct o .
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State Hplr O8] Inspeotress,
State Milliner...
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You know whata state uf' anarchy
and socinl chaos that fee bill woull
ereate. Ilvery woman in the commons-
woalth of Missouri would let  go every-
thing and run for State Milliner. And
instead of ventilating cuch other's pos
litical as  men do, thoy
would 2o straight after ench other's
private moral character. (I koow them
—they ure all like my wile.) Delore the
cauvass was two days oldit would be
ne established proposition, that every
woman in the State was “no better than
she ouglit to be” Ounly think how il
would lneerate me to have an opposition
candidate say that about my wile. 1
know that my wife isn't any better than
she ought to be, but still T wonld wot
like these things aired in a politieal cou-
Lest,

Think of the toreh light processions
that would distress our eyes.  Think of
the curious legends on the transparen®
cies 3
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