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POOR IIH[H]]‘\I..

“ 1 rewember it I|I'|. vears ago, Fred,”
h!‘~

au old man said to companion, as

they both staod looking up through the
at the front of the
“ You, filty yeors

June sunshine great
Rauen,
Wl Before it as we ara standing
-mi I think the birds
were building their nests then up over
the poreh thera.  Look how they fly
und ont: Iow many generations

nt.
them have lived there, do you think, my

now, vory same
i
lll‘
boy !

with
their bicks to the cases und the gay

T'ney stood in the open square,

shiops, the suulight falling
the

tenderly on
walls

o

ereat gray Sculptured before

them, lighting up shaft and capitul and |

nishe with all their » Liuply erowning,”

| . : 5
with all their wondrous workmanship of
[ living form and clusteaed pinnacle,

“ Tifty years npgo he suid again,
* Poor Christine !”

Frank

sumer holiday in

Fifty years apo Liston had

spent u ltouen; he
wis about nincteen then, a hizh winded

His

dead, and he was educating

enthusiastic  youth, futher was

himself
luoking

with all the easorness of o gonerous pa-

to

be an artist, and was rward

tare to the time when he should bie able

to reswove his motber, who was poor

now, ahove all wont, Young as he was
he t0 hard ulr{‘.n].\‘ that he
}J..‘_i more Ili:iii onee

for bher, sod with o flushir

had worked
carncd something
?_' (.I)!l‘k II:UJ
his golden guinens iato her lap;
!lil'] .~'--|‘.'|..'f|
suinens, and this summer,

aud she, by bard piuching,

oie

i these

beesuse in  striving stk
he had

¢ "ll.

L

carly

wagcs bevnn to outran  his
him take n few of
il the
wi to visit (what in his

kunew he
ol the

he made

monenin, and  sent 0 acruss

chuo heart she

lonzed 1o see) sowe one or two

sipne Freneh 1o

Wi,

Ir was | ht June when

ed the

weathor

roau st ol them st which

a || i
flrl
|

tohalt, Rouen, and saw from
the dark old city, towards which

hind ded

windines

ars his urtisits
sl out amidst
He hal
or two belore he
and lad been t2ld that this old ‘
uen was nothing hut a miserable town |

¥ honrt ten

the

the Sciae ln:(‘]’l !.l.i!_:h-:ll f

'
! ‘
:
i

ia

started oo

Ol

.
14

j-u'l!’!;' Y.
o
P

(T}

and blioken- |
had
He
hud erossed the sea to seck
shiould

He found it even

grimy, tottering houses

ed charches, but the youth guyly

luueh for kuew
Lawhat he

wied i

n-f.n'm-.l laneh

\'q.

ket thut he not fail w

Nor

did ke

inidst ol those decaying  house 5|
¢ | pointing with her fineer 20 the church

1 -l'.]..li-il.w r o\ !;'.n« Lius 5 !.-'

und

oever he discovered i,

found

i narrow strects 1 weted eor-

new

whether in open &guare or hidden alley,

lLiailed it ns hail the sicht
+ht, L
e lind Lrongl
dl Tuis materils for drawinge

ll.-],

to work throuslho

ne L] of
|

1.* '
M =il M uhsgdh .';u H (8 E.] I.;-' -]

his sketehing board ang

with liw,

it wav, he

l:--ll:.'l.l_- thoueh eunt

1

the

everything

ne it
il the loveliness of

] bt 50 st first, that » few
eotld
around

Ml noveley

about

[ }..ni ll.l--L"L bulore | do any-

thing but roam him.

e

Wy o
Ueior:

and gox

had been for three diys in Rouen
lenuth h liis !
bed the frout

ning befur
san to draw,

t|-|.'ﬂ‘l sl oue

ol |l|l'

ut
e west
¢drul and b

Wari the

fow

day, aod
I}UI_\.'
of the

sHusmer s

WuR very quiet. i

ople passing in nnd out chureh
o '"'I'il.'.i;-ll-i”_'p' i clild or two,

1
:l|l'1

bour after hoar passed huppily over him

by curjosity to stes]l near and stare
; % 1
B-rlhml.

Wi, disturbed him as he

b -4 InJI]l utier }l-'“lr ), ll““" was

otie purson besides himsel!

jninre before him, rom N
ter hie had
wirl selling fosuries and little
cathedgl door,

been working for some

gODe awny—u
Huages at |
Alter he
noticed
he

home-

ll.f;
time ho
Wlen his work was ove
!Il'
lor a low

| her r, aud

came lorward before turncd

| wards to enter minutes into

the ehurch, he stopped when he camo to !
where she sal in the coul shadow ol the |

waistinive | I".rc];_ aud looking into her basket took | were, p

f up io his band a listle rosary of ecorul

|
l-t-atls.

¢ How mueh?” he

© A frabe, monsieur,”

hhkml.

she said.

Bhe swmiled aud thanked him as be

[ said, goodhumoredly; “ fur 1 shall be

It was a |

attracted |

’ 1
who, huviuge

!J.l'] |

bieads and passed on.

a

Ie thought for
“what a pleasant smile she
and then he thought vo mare of

woment :
has !
her till the next morning, when he camo
back to resume his work, aud tound her
in her place ngain.

Thut day he took note of how pietur
esque the quaint old Nurmaody dress
looked on her, the hizh unp =0

| serupulonsly starched and white, the
A
trim, neat figure; too, rounded and light,
a young, bright face, not beau-
tiful, but pleasant as sunlight to look ap
Ie should Tike to make a sketch
{ some morning of her, he thought, and
that day when his ‘work . he |
weut up 1o where she sat, and entered
into talk with e had a frank,
fearless, boyish habit of tatking to every
kind of person who came a:ross him,
mau or woman, gentle or simple.  For
years wlready, eversinee hie had thought

great
short pettiroat o bright in hue,
and firm
on,

wnd dona

her.

of becoming a puinter; he lind been ac.

customed to ream about the conatry, at-
taching himsell’ sometimes in all simple -
fuith

1 falling
casionully sor

to strange cnouzh companions,
ioto odd adventures, ranning oe
¢ tisks, and yet always, by
sume gm:d guidavee or insiinet,

all ;
honest, trustinge nature. that, think-

escap:
szatheless trom bringing his

lIL'r.-i'.,

Ing

ing uo harm itself, suspecting no harm
and unsudde ped
Heo weut up to the

in others, wodimmed
out of every trial.
girl and asked,

“ Do you come here with your basket
every duy ¥’

They had already exchanged a little
nod of roecognition.

* Yes, monsicur, every day, " she aus
wered.,
“Well; and don’t you get very tived
it?" he said
fTired of L2
that showed

of
she repeated with o

two rows of cven
I kuow |
everybody who passes here, and [ ause
Thera

ire hundreds who come every day,

staile
SUOWY teeths O uo, monsicur 3
mysell with watchiog for them.
win
ter aud sumwer, as rezualur as the cloek |
there. Then I see all the stranvers,”
she exclaimed, in a tone of gentle exul
“there is not o creature

tation § ever

¢omes to Rouen, they say, but he cumes

i here, "

* Well,

you will soun see plenty of me,

it you look out for strangers
Frank

here every day, | dare eay, for the next
| two or three weeks.”
“]

]
Canme,

saw monsieur the first duy he
slie unswered, with a smile;

i he eame and stood |uliki|l;_’ up there, "

“ill
all the ﬁr_f'iirl‘ﬁ on i,

e
L little ; young ns he was, he blushed for
thousht thut when he

did not koow it a woman bad been nateh- [

| tramt, thought hie was counting

LU | lll'l"'h and t]li"ll L't-llrl.'l._"j a
AR ent at “I(

ing him,
| # Well, [ was not ecoanting the
ures exactly, " he “but do you
kuow what I have boen doing these last

fie.
said ¢

duys I.

| 1wo I have been drawing the |

| ebiureh —mnking o picture of it. T s |
, .

a paioter,” he said, with youthful dig.

| nity.
‘Ah!'ro?"

looked

struek, but a lictle earions and wander- |

And the bright brown

|
up into his face, not awe- ‘

| \'_\'t‘.‘
| T,
4T will ghow you my picture present-
a litle further
then you shull tell
| have it like.

wheo you sit here all duy. hour alter |

[ Iy, when 1 have got on

it, and we if |

thiuk

with

| you waide Now ]
| hour, ™ ha said, ill-lll'lm.:l'\. “ do you
| ever think much about the ehureh ¥ "

v Mopstear ! " she :h:LI-I, and the brown

eyes opened wider,
O | mean, do you loak at it much and
try to find out

Do youn ever

|
|
l on it
think sbout the

what the figures
wean ¢
peuple who buile "

She looked at him with a balf.pity
i||-__5 smile, and said :

w Monsieur, the chuareb i

his very old ;
they are all dead. "

“All I should think they
be answered, quickly. ¢ But
| what is to prevent you lrom thinking of
they are dead? You
know they were slive onee. Now one
of thew must have cut these little twis-

ted shafis hore once; buve you never

dead |

”li:ill, lh-.u._

| sit here in the eool shade ; when winter

| comes,

| es.

{ how long a

| or kKinkly word to him

of him ?"
She shook her head placidly.
“What would be the wse?
not find out,
“ No, you could not find out ;
might try .

I could
" she said,

byt you
to fancy all at
you and how they |
came, just as you come, duy atter day,
all these handreds of years, and
carved figure al.
Think how they must have
watched their work and grown happy
the sight of Just thivk of them :aH

their hammers strikinge the

them WOrk

here, wight uot ¥
set up

atone alter stone, amd
ter figure.

here, with
stone, and the noise of every bluw in
the air, ull of them tulkine
that would be ulmost like
tongue to us now. You kuow it all was
50 ; why can't you think of it?” ‘
“ It may be casy wmonsieur to think
of the dead,” she answered, simply,
“hut tor me I do not find it eusy, un. [
loss it may be of the blessed
und she crossed bersell’;
know that they lived ;
others—""

zin o language |

a4 Sstrangce

saints,
“ but then we |
while os for thase
she suid, and slighty shrug.
ging her shoulders, broke
tence with o dubious smile.

He bad nearly burst

off her sen-

into an anzwer
about the saints that was moro imln-_'lu
ous than reverent ; but happily he cheek
ed bimseil in tiwe, aud, instead of speak-
ngz, stood lvoking tor a minute in silence
up over the great, dark, glorious chuareh.
frout, and wondering at what she had
said.  Ont from the gray, solemn stones
there seemed a thousand that
gpoke he

voigces
how counld it be,
that this girl had P;Is‘:iet.l her
lite under the shelter of

to him :
thought,
its shadow,
and that to Aer every tone of it was
dunib,
“Theh

said, abraptly, at lust,

o

it!
turning to hera

you don't care for he

ainin
agnig !

“ Nay, mistaken, ”’ she

W See, it is like liome

monsient is
avswered, gently.
to we here; when it is hot summer, 1
[ shelter myselfl here within the
[tis like a good

other things change, but it never ehiane

poren, friend to we ;

When 1 am glad [ go in and koeel
down and thauk the blessed Virging andd

when | am sad 1 wo there tao, and say |

my prayevé, No, monsienr is wrong ; ||
caie for it. "' |

She raised ter face with a sudden |
smile a5 sho paused, aud, eager to be
lieve that all the world eared for what
he loved, cager lor a universal sympa
thy with his own enshusinsw, he looked
with pleased contentment ioto the girl's

clear, honest eyes, and—

" ll"

“ [ thought you eould

“Well, 1 am glad you like it,
said, l:(ulltls.
not have lived heie so many yeurs, and |
have cared forit. You hav "J
lived in Kouen ull your life, do you say ?

nothing
time isthat? "
* I aw twenty, " she answered,
“ Are you? Why you ure glder than
I am, then! And what is your pame ?°

s(hiristing, mouwsicar,” she answered.

Some one passing into the ehareh

llml stopped beside her b wsket, and was
h({uumm. to look over its little stock of
and beads. She had run

and then Lefore

llh.tg(:-i 10
round to attend to hm,
his purchase wixe made another custom
1 and looked
then he
and the boy and girl smil
1 with

with

er eame. Frupk lincere

on for a few minutes; said,
“ ool by, "
ed to one another, and parte
{riendly nod

He

thing ]-\r-usunr to him in the thought

a

wenl home, amd there was some.
which crossed him ouce or twice during
the that

istine ag

the remainder of duv, in the

morning he ghould see Chy ain.
Several times hor fuve roge brightly up |
with its: contented, honaost |
kind

fair and
was this vld Rounn, yet he woved ns s

belore binw,

ul]nll' nud séut a of wurmth into

his heart; lor, dear to hin

stranger in it, and no other lips than
those of hers had given either greeting
And

he went to his post ngain next day, and

s0, when

{ she, who lind bewn watehiog for him, at

aund

l!n']'ll"!

smiled to him across the sfjuare, instead

once when he appeared
of stationing himsell in his sccustomed
place und beginning his wark, as he had |
weant to do, he walked straight tc her i |
v sudden iwpulse of gratitude for her

| know iu Rouen!

* | mind gitting to we,

| then, won't you !

th

| risen

| pray to the dear

| wos o cul, gray

| and #un'ess,

hand to Ner.

“ You ave the only creature that [
" he exclaimed, " ex
cept my lindludy, aud she is quite old.
As I eawe along just now, T wis wonder-
ther you hore before

ing wh would be

e
Ah,

have

Ilhlll!‘itllr, s P]i‘.‘ .‘-u:t!, 1.|i1_;_’|1.ill;.f‘

been here {or howrs.

A

there, it is ten o'clock.

Do yr-u think
L beyin my day so late as teno'clock 27
“Ieit really Then [ 1

quick and begin my work, 3y

ten mst be
Loo, [
the way, I wonder—O, may I cull you
Cliristine 7 ' he asked, !!1}1‘“;'[!:.',
& L‘clmiui.\'. mousienr ;
Well,
Christiee; if you would

"B T)

it is my name
“ Thank you.
say, I wondur,

I was g_'-.iu_-_( Lo

let e nke u sketeh of you !
“OF ma?" and the girl blushed with
sudden half-shy pleasure.
# I think T could do it, if yonwouldn’t
I dou't cateh ltke-
nesses always very well, but I think 1
should succeed with yours, May [ try #”
“But wonsieur, conld dad so wany
prettier girls—"
“0, 1
wounld rather have you,

don't 1
" lie interrupted
“ You will let me
When may L b

enrly to.morrow—gny

want prettier pirls;
lier bluntly,
fin !
It I were to come
ut eight

then ?

el o'clock—wouid you be here
Would that suit you * "

“ Any hour that suited wousicur.”

* Very well. then

eizht o'clock to

worrow morning.  Aud now [ must go
to my picture.” He turned holf away,
and then locked suddenly back.  “Have
you a futher and wmother, Christine * "
he said.

I havea
She makes up all 1y ro.
1 buy the beeds and take
them to her, and she strings them—so.
She makes these She is

“ No futher, wonsieur, but
10D

vood mother.

sarios for me.

Crosscs, toon

very feeble but she does all that for we."” |

“ And then you eome and gell them
quickly. ¢ Iw
I bave a mother, and [
We 1l
and T moke drawizgs

o God
she answered, fervently ;

be

Christine 7" he suid,

you know,
work For her. are not very
and sell them. ™
blesy you,

then, monsieur,

“you will oy

sorry for doing that.
e
-ympathiy.

e .\.u‘ I
rather help her thun doanything else io
in the world

was tonched by her g
ol
1 know I shall not.

his check

She smilad, looking in his face as he
After 2 moment's sk
suid, shoply and earoestly—

-::mln\_ silencc

“ It i3 sometiwes Lard lor me to carn |

a living, harder than T hope it will ever
| be to you, wonsenr; but I would rath.
Liave

And

eirl 68 1 wm, und

er be just 4 L
l‘u‘ '_!'

Ty
puor

my mother with wie, thun be
est lwdy in Roven without her, ”
en .‘i.".

L.l‘i

eyes, and—

that cleared away the tesrs which
flor
« But even me—the world docs
very badly,”

4 mowent to her
not treat
“ I

then,

she :\,ti.l. |'1]\:l'!'l.ll“‘\'.
is a little hard to
nod it

me and

irgin, und belore loug

now

is, there and
=y
L ]

when gu in

the sunshioe comes back aguin. 1t nev-

'[ h‘.-l‘.‘

Wl people in the woild,

eor :-\T.;]_\'h' l-lll'_,’ away are wupsy

£ monsisir,

kl:l:;.‘ the puor from sturvin .,

She hud a swoet voice, lowerand ¢
er thau Fresnchwomau's voices often
The £ y WO, He
L 'y t||-l-:___:h he had « r:l_‘" notie.
ed its bright, pl

“Put 1 kesping

picture, " she said swiling

106 had sweetuess iu it

s that now

sty oclur

v

iy, alter o wo-

casaut hot

Al u ] i1y

\'ih

{ v oe
| ment 8 niichee,

T hat
Wi

was trud ; so with o few more
‘J.l.'.l!_:[l:.l:_,"
It

windless
Lrizh

rds he turned away ; and,
himsel! iu his I‘l.'.\'-'. began to work
summer day,
suitened
Lirou

Il
He sat and worked, .ml]! as

yet with o
the thiu

the

| sketeh weot on sud bit by bit Le seized

pess in it that shone t

elonds.

| pud made a possession for hiwself of the

lovelizess before him, in the very j v

Iu(

He had work.

and bogish lightoess of his hear:,

could have sung aloud,

[ |
ed so well yet upon noother day; all

. life secwed full of gladuess to hiw u:ul

hin life especially, l,.‘- glorions painter’s
lite, so voble. o had

great a0 nu

Lovk :

do i, |

b
cil, |

| bad

enuine tove |
would |

;" and the eolor rose up to |

dunced up with a sunny look

gave the woney (o her, and he took his [ wondered who he was, or what beeame '_ a thoroogh Englishman, pat out his | bat his ¢check could bure and his Leais

{ could beat with the love of all noble
He never made the world ring
| with his name, butin his bright youth

| there were days—and this was one of

[
! things.

when it almost scemed as if the
way

them
cut his
through the diamond gates.

He worked growing late.
All duy, amongst the maoy things that
one thing Lad
A bood
L of sympathy had sprung up boetween
| him and the simple,

power was ziven him to

till it was

hnd wade him happy,
| been the presence of Christine.

untaught, poor

human sympathy,

illl:

| o .
-l'n_-l.n:h _‘.:'.l'i—"ruul

such as wade even sight ol her

" 1across the square u thing that kept his

He likea to look
up now and then and cateh her smile;
it was as good as sunlight to him. The
vuices for him and
tales to tell him, noble and sweet and
sud, but while he listened to them it was
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