_still ent

- tra, but quickly returned. The re-

able te stir, at the mercy of the fire,

~ “Quick!” T sald to liitle Jeanne,

|-\,

WOULD FATE BIN

RORDEAT REDOURBL®

Wonld Fate be kind, and give onr ehildyos] back,
All the long vears which we have lett Leliml,

And bid us walk again the sellsame track
Which we have followed, ignorant and blind-

Bhould wo be gl the same old path to lind,

With avery nov
And every burden

W, every {
or (he heart and mind—

vas anil

fo
Would Fate Lo kind and give our childhood hack?

Would Grief’
Be tecor

Woull we

wilil storme, Disaster’'s Thundererack,
el by wll Life's joxs combined?
toil on beneath Care's heayvy

ek,

All the long yeurs which we have left Liehind?

Fair fruits were bitter, underneath the vind;
In bluest skies the tempest gathered black;
Would we rejoice, should ate her skein rewind,
And bid we walk ngnin the self-some track?

Why change the dates in Time's grim nlmanac*
Bafe with the past let them remain enshrined;

Nor erave the path in Life's eramped

wodline

Which we have followed, ignorant and Llind.

We ghonld not bo more happy or resigned
& {rom scorrge, and kuo

Nor suffer

, anid rack,

Brietw and thorns with nettles intertwined

I she shioull send nus on
Would Iate be kind?

the self-sume track

~Hligabeth Akers, in Putnam's.
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For five yeara 1 had been confined
to my armchaly hy paralysis.  Oven-
glonally 1 would be earried down (o
an open carrlago and taken for mn
hour or two through the eity, or the
nelghboring country, My logs—well,
there I8 no necessity to apenk of
them; one of my arms was atill able
to move, and, thanka fo it, 1 could
nlone Rut my eyes ware
good and my hearing was neute,

One day, when the time whs ex-
tremiely dull, 1 faneled that I would
regain complete ealmness i€ [ conid
hear in opeérn My friends remon-
alrated, but I Insigted, 1 eannot tell
how happy I was—I1 was going to he
filled with musie, good musie. By an

unexpected chanee they played “Le
Prophete,” one of the works that I |
Bad plways proforred I

At Iast the hour came. My nleee |
of sixtesn was Lo accompany
Two strong men earried me to m_\'|
ehair, TForlunately woe did not live |
very fare from the theatre

My nephew had thoughtlessly ge-
curnd seats in the first clrele.  No
matter, my two bearers instplled me
there, me and my nrmehalr, 1 was
directly in the centre, just opposite
the stage, and T aaw admirably all the
theatre, from the pit and the orches-
tra cialra to the boxea of the fourth |
elrele, that legendary place where vou
are not jneommoded by tlie vlmnlh-']
Her—you see over It. T remained
alongs with my nlece, who was as
much enchanted as 1 was,

They played the fivst act
remembar ever to have
my life happiness so complete, so
hetvenly, The second, third and
fourth nots were vendered fn n man-
ner that 1 thought perfect.

During the intermission I notieed

boetween two vieloncallos an odd 1itile
ereature, in whom 1 felt unaccounin-
bly Intevested. e was a poor, mis-
erable fellow, shockingly deformed,
but his features were quite regular,
When he played all his body moved
and appeared to wrap itself around
the violonsello in a fantastic and lov-
Ing manner; forming a singular con-
trant, his face assumed a serlous and
almost aunstere expression, and the
light of enthusinsm ilumined his
eyos.
I mused in &llence until the mo-
ment when Jean of Levden thinks
that he should reveal his nccomplices
that they must die with him. Then
& white smoke roze on the scene
through the cracks in the floor. It
excited no attention, and was only
thicker than the smoke usually em-
ployed, but suddenly there wana an
explosion and a flash that dimmed the
fights in the anditorinm; then wll the
dancers rushed toward the wings; the
tenor lifted his white robe and liter-
ally took flight, and all the other
singers and chorlstersdisappeared one
alter another.

me, |

1 do not
enjoyed in

ed some of ths audience, already
alurmed.

Here a young woman appeared on
the stage, running. The most fright-
ful terror was expressed In her face.
The poor glrl, distracted, sprang into
the orchestra, screaming in a choking
volea: “Fira!™

The audience started with one
sound. Oh, I remember all as if it
wore still passing before my eyes.
The musiclans stopped suddenly, but
not ail togeiher, for some random
notes broke forth, here and there, on
the air. Frantic with fear, they
roshed toward the door of the orches-

treat was cut off,
by the auditoriom.
The audiiorium! Al there overy-
thing was frightful, horrible, incon-
colvable! It was a battlefield. At
first 1 did pot appreciate the danger,
and then I trembled and shook with
an  unnatoral fear, Alore  with
Jeanne—alone with that ehild who
oould do nothing for me and who re-
: cilm. I realized that I must
n where I was, without being

They must escape

which would slowly advance to lick
me, 1o burn me alive, to‘consume me,
E;mr_. 1 did not lose my pres-
ence of mind.

~my ehild, and hasten to find
mtlgﬂﬂtlhllalm.l!

“But my uncle, my unecle!*
tha girl,

YO, let him come," sharply an-
swered two or three volees from the
crowid who were crushing themselves
without mercy at the narrow door.
They 1aft me there,

During this time the struggle was
desperate in  the orchestrn chaira,
atalls and pit. There were only four
doors, ench thres feot wide, for thia
torrent that wanted to rush out in
two seconds. The terrified people
uned all their efforts to reach these
doors.  HFach wished to pass those
who were It advance, They pushed,
erled, ahrleled and fought with fury.

Two strong men braced themselves
linek to back nenr an opening that
Ihey Intended to pngs before any one
elae, and during that time no one,
nolther they nor the othors, conld es-
cape.  Behind them were sobs and
‘mprecations, and the crowd pushed
with blind fury,

I siw gome young men who had
altendy felt the heat of the flames

cried

l_‘nlm;: on the sents and then on the

shoulders of hose nearest the door
Thus they crawled along on thelr {el-
low sufferers,

Meanwhile the scenery was burn-
ng.  The flames were rapldly ap-
proaching the suditovium, The heat |
had become more Intends. I wns
perapiring freely, but it was more |
from fear than from heat, Already
the gpectacle was sublime—sublime
and grand, In spite of the angnish
which chilled my heart, 1 found some-
thing violently gay in those enormouy
tongues of fire, frisking Lefore me
and caressing the fronl of the stage.

At the doors the contest was be-
coming more violent, more eompact,
more frantle. Oh, woe to the weak!
Woe to the kind! Woe to all those
who had not yet consented to become
feraclons beasts,

I saw n great demon, his eves dis-
tended with fear, streleh out hig
hand, He seized by the shoulders
i young woman in front of him, and
dragged her backward, so as to galn
her place, at leagt, The contraeted
fingers of that glant hand were driv-
en into her flesh, and bruised and
seratched it. But she resisted mad-
ly, fighting with all her strength and
trylng in her turn to plunge her nalls
into the face of the cruel man, That
dastard 1 knew by sight. He was
rogarded (n soclely as a pollshed gen-
tleman,

Suddenly a fireman appeared.
Why had he come? I ealled out. He
looked at me, seeming to nsk what
[ was doing there, aud disappeared.
I supposed he was coming to my res-
ctue. Not at all

Little by little, however, the the-
atre emptied, Some who had waited
untll the last still had the courage
to draw Into the corridor the van-
quished on whom the crowd had

| tr 7
WRETist idooa thls faeant” demamnd- | trampled. Among them many women

were mertally wounded

The fire hud reached the orchestra.
The stands were overturned; vielins,
hautboys, flutes, clarinets lay on the
floor., 8Searcely any one had the pres-
ence of mind to take away his instru-
ment, On some of the stands, still
erect, there were scores and sheets
of music already scorching, The
smoke, quite thick from the first, was
drawn toward the roof by some phe-
nomenon of ventilation.

The sheets of musle curled slowly;
the heat was becoming Intolersble,
and a violin string broke from the
heat of the ire, That sound of the
dying instrument was heartrending in
its sadnora,  Soon all the harp stiings
snapped, one after another., This
aduiirable, exquisite instrument
seetmed to slug | s death song fo that
agony. A melody flew away into the
flame with Its soul. After the harp,
the strings of the bass-viol ULroke,
with a sharp sound, like the reports
of a revolver.

Al this moment a hoad rose In the
door of the parquet to the leff. It
seemed to be a obild's head. Soon
the body entered. Suddenly it took
two steps forward, and I screamed.
It was not a child. It was the little,
deformed musician, Deliberately he
walked toward the orchestra. A vol-
ume of fire stopped him. He recoiled
but appeared not to renounce some
mad project. Seizing a favorable
moment, he darted forward, His
arms covering hia face to proteet it,
he approached his place z the

KIND? |

it over the ralling which meparates
the oréhestin from the parquet. What
folly! I trembled violently with anx-
fety, Involuntorily, and In a ter-
rible volee, I rosred: “"Go away! Go
Away!"

Then, all at ones, he peemed to
aneceed. The violoneello, finally oxe
tricated fromy the chaira which ene
cumbered it, moved towsrd him,
when, nearly at the same Instnnt, all
thia viollns and violonesllos, the light
wood of witleh had become overhents
od, burat into o binze shmultaneously,

The little fellow relazed his grasp,
tottered and fell forward headlong
Into the orchestra, and upon his burn-
fng instrument. For some seconds
1 gasped and stretched out my arm
—my one arm-—to the place whers
I hnd seen that strange and sombre
figure rise. 1 saw him, still moving
in the midst of the flames, extend
his blackened arms, and then sink
Into the glowing coals,

Protinbily he did not hear moe, Tha
fire sproad all aronnd him, He stbod |
on o chalr, and then placing one foot

[ In the excliement.
ture, go brave, and who mast

tha hotr npext me. My resignation
conld not withstand that, Decldedly
l17did not want to die.  Save me!

on the geparnting ralling, he dragged
his violoneello. |

I almoat forgol my own siluatlon
Poor Hitle erea- |
hava
been mood and Intelligent, and to)
wham I hnad never spoken! [ soa
himygti!l there, before my eyes, shamils
It B that chalr, and making those
groat efforts: |

The flames heeame more violent, |
It wna Hke n furinnee. The ecornlees |

and other profjecting parta of the
front of the stame kindled rapidiy
now 1 ecould seareely distingnish

anvilbing more. The smoke blinded
and ehoked me. My time had come,
I was going to die,

The enemy advanecsd slowly and
stondlly, Had I lost nll hope of being
eaved? No, 1 must admit T hiad not,
Yes, T honed still, My hopes were
onrefully built on the death of the
poor ‘eelllet, Since he had been alile
to return for hia Instrument, others
would he able to enter in search of
me and earey me ont,

Then, like an Immense wave, ans
ollier volume of smoke anyeloped and
atifled me. Although the fire had
not yvet renched the woodwork of my
box, the heat was so violant that I
began to feel my blood bofling. The
genaation of burning became terribly
appreciable. I knew 1 wounld not be
ahle to reinin consclonaness munoh
more than two minutes longer. The
gweat ran from my forehead and
temples down my cheeks and beard,

A brand detached from I don’t
know where deseribed a  ourve
throngh the auditorinm and fell into

Hpve me! I had no other wish, no
otlier desire,’

But my fury, my
ories, my frantle gestures, were nll
in valn, No onbk came. My beard
wag scorehing and eommencing to
burn, T felt an Hehing sedsation in
my face, on my neck and at the roots
of my hair. Now [ made n great
effort and moved in my chair.

“Phere {s still time," thought 1.

I determined to rige and walk. Tt
was only for A moment. After in-
clining my hody forward, I made a
gudden movement, My eves Mashed,
1 belleved T was golng to walk. It

heartrending

wne only for n moment, No, no;
my legs wern not willlng, They ra- |
mained reluctantly parnlyzed. My

excltement again became violent, I
tried onee more. No, no, no, Now
I felt only that T was dying. 1t was
no lenger posaible to endure one
degree of heat more. Before my
eyes a blinding light; around me,
everywhere, above me, below me, the
fire, 1 remained passive; perhaps [
fell. 1 know nothing more, I was
abandoned,

Bight honrs afterwards T found
myself in bed again, My lttle niece
fn running for help had fallen and
was soveroly wounded In the head, |
She had been oarrled away falnting. |
and it was only after recovering her |
senses that she was able to speak.
Two men were dispatched to my res-
ene, and drew me from the furnace
just as 1 beenme unconsclous.—
Translated for the Argonaut, from
the French of Camille Debans,

RICHES IN CORNSTALKS.

inough Power Now Wasted to Run
All the Nation's Machinery,

Prof. Wiley,.of the Department of
Agriculture says that Inasmuch as
every 100 pounds of cornstalks will
vield six and n half pounds of abso-
lute aleohol It is obvions that the
ignorant agriculturist has been allow-
Ing an enormous amount of wealth to
go to waste.

Say that one acre will yield from
ten to twelve tons of grain stalks, or
about 20,000 pounds, and you have
a guantity of raw material which will
produce 1300 pounds of absolute al-
cohol, or 216 gallons, Alcohol at the
present thine is worth forty cents a
gallon,

Ground in a wet condition and
dried, cornsialks
definitely, and age ready at npy time
for conversion into aleohol. Prof,
Wiley says that the alcohol derlvable
from the cornstalks that now go to
waste in this coantry would not only
drive all the machinery of our facto-
rles, but would furnish the requisite
power for all our rallronds and steam-
boats, run all of our sutomobiles,

and light the streets of every city
{n the Unlon.—From Leslie's Weokly,

Dodging the Spotlight.
Courtesy Is becoming so rare that

LA

may be kept in-|

heat and [luminate all of our houses

the man

Y e ———

New York City.—The Bton jacket
that {a made with the slecves cut in
one with it is one of the latest devel-
opments of the Mandarin dea, This

one lg distinetly novel, the sleeves he-
Ing finlshed at the elbowa with roll-
over vuffs while it atill preserves the

long unbroken shoulder line. In the

Walking Suits,

For walking sults nothing 18 so
good as & dark blue serge with kilted

skirt and
Jacket,

alightly fitted cutaway

Velvet Throat Band.

A little ornament is becoming quite
universal among exclusive dressers,
either with high or low neck, and
with or without other necklaces or
santolrs, It is a half<inch band of
black velvet-ribbon clasped tightly
with Jewels about the throat, and
studded with many little Jjeweled
slldes,

Nine Gored Skirt,

The skirt that Is made with a pleat
at each gore |3 a well deserved favor-
1te: It s very generally becoming and
ts slmple withal. Just now It 18 being
vory much worn, both for walking
and for round length, and ns It can
be trimmed In varfons ways |8 an ex-
coedingly satisfactory model. This
one 18 made of a pretty novelly mate-
rlal teimmed with plain colored braid
that Is cut to form pointed ends and
held by buttons, but bandings of
every possible sort are In vogue, and
there are innumerable ones that
wilght be utilized for this design. The
gume fabrie and one fabrle on an-
other are much used and ¢an be made
to produce sxcecdingly novel offects,
Applied bands simulating tucks are
very [fushionable, bandings put in
some geomaotrical form are well Iiked,
atralght rows are In every way cor-
rect, or the skirt enn be finished with

{llnatration it {8 made of chiffon Pan-
ama cloth with the collar of velvel
and trimming of soutache brald,
large, handsome buttons finlshing the
front edges. It Is, however, adapted
to every seasonable suiting, and can
be relled npon not for the present
only, but also for the coming season
The use of soutache applied in this
way Is both attractive and smart, and
there are also soutache bandings that
can be purchased by the yard, which
give something of the same effect
with consdderably lessened labor, The
roll-over collar, in Tuxedo style, |8
always pretty and becoming, and the
Jacket can be closed or worn opon as
the oceasion requires. Again, the
pollar could be of the same material
bralded or of stlk in place of the vel-
vol If a lighter effect ia needed.

The jacket is made with fronts,
slde-fronts, backs, side-backs and
sleeves, The fronts and backs are
finished and lapped over outo the
slde-fronts and stitched to position,
and the sleeve edges are also finished
and arranged over the slde-fronts and
slde-backs and are stitched into place,
The slooves, howaver, are gathered at
thelr lower edges and finished with
bands to which the roll-over cuffs are
attached. The collar Is joined to the
neck and front edges,

The quauntity of material required
for the medlum size is three yards
twenty-seven, one and seven-elghth
vards forty-four or one and one-half
yards fifty-two Inches wide, with one-
quarter yard of velvet for the collar,
soutache according to deslgn used.

Dresses Are “Loud.™
It seems Impossible to be lond at
the rate in which checks and plalds
are dally increasing In this quality.
Things that ssemed impossible a year
ago are counted as the extrems of
quiset dressing.

Transparent Materials,
mdmmma

ho gives up his sest in a 3 .
L e G R S
Leador, =
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a stitched hem only and be perfectly
in style,

The gkirt Is made In seven gores
nod 1s so sbaped as to flure abundant-
lv at the lower portion. If walking

indicated lines. There I8 a pleat at
ench seam which effectually conceals
the jeinings and the fulness at the
buck Is laid in inverted pleats.

The quanuty of materin] required
for the medium slze |s eleven yards
twenty-seven, six and three-quarter
yards forty-four or fifty-two Inches
wide Il material has figure or aap;
goven vards twentyv-geven, five and
three-quarter yards forty-four or

four and one-hall yards fifty-two
inches wide If It has not, with six

Y yards of brald.

Severe Mannish Suits.

" Probably there Is no more {asclnat-
ing finishing touch for one of the se-
vere, mannish suits than a jaunty
sallor hat, tilted over waved halr,
from whose bandean springs a buneca
of slender feathers.

Tadlored Shirt Waists.

There are attractive tallored shirt
'Mmem_m:ruh
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POPULAR
SCIENCE

The Black Sea contains less anls
mal life than any other body of water,
The lower depths are snturated with
a polsonous gas which kills the fish,

Dr. Bernard Hollander, of London,
hina enused a sensation, says a special
dispateh, by the announeement of his
theory that insanity may be cured
by the surgeon's knife.

The saltness of the son i eanaed
by the washings out of the land sur«
face of the globe, ehlefly by the disin-
tegrated and always disintegrating
galta of the rocks of the land.

Bleetricity 13 enjoying a wonderful
growth in Spain. Few localities exist
where the electrie light |s not used,
and everywhere Industrials are adopt=
Ing the motor drive svstem, The con=
straction of electrical appariatus in
the Hmpire has not kept paces with
the demand, and dynnmos and motors
are imported from America, Germany
and Swilzerland,

b

In Leipslg, Germany, fonr of the
big fire fighting engines ara driven
by electricity. The engine, ladder
trueks nnd tenders arve gnpplied with
electrieity from storage hatterien
Fach machine I8 equipped with two
motors af from seven to fourteen
horsepower. 'The machines ean cover
n dlatance of twenty-four miles withs
ount recharging.

-

A new meothod of cutiing steel 1s
snld to linye bean patentad by n Bals
glun engineer. The process consists
in first heating the metal by means

| of an oxy-hydrogen flame and (hen

ontiing it by n small stream ol oxy«
gan ga#, which unites with the steal
tnd forms a fusible oxlde, which
flows freely from the cut. 1t Is sald
that the cut is fully as smooth as that

length {8 desired it can be cut off om |

oy e Y,

made by the saw, and ls only 1-100
Inch wide,

| B

The eauss of terreatrial mognetism
Iz not yot gatisfactorily explained, It
is cerinin that the enrth cannot be
consldered as a regularly magnetized
body, hut rather as made up of an
indefinite number of emall magnets,
the geaneral result of their action he-
ing directed north and south. The
neadle, It must be remembered, does
not “constantly® point due north, hut
| hns fts “variations.” with whieh all
| navigators are famllinr, magnetism
| belng  subject to wave-like moves
ments, some of them taking hune
dreda of years to complete, and oths
ers only o few hours,

Tho density of the oarthand planets
la determined in various ways—by
the “torslon balande,” an apparatus
faviged by one John Mitehell in the
Intter part of the elghteenth century;
hy the “chemicnl halanee,” hy tho vis
bration of the pendulum and by the
devintion of the plumb line. In thess
various experiments the mathematfes
are ugnd which, for Inck of space, can-
not be explained here. It must sufs
fice to sny that, given the dimensions
| of the earth, and tha exact welght of
i ouble mile of water (both of which
are readily attained), it 18 easy, by
the aforesald methods, to get at the
carth's welght or density, the result
being that the earth Is five and one-
half times heavier than a globa of
| water of the samo size. In other
| words, the earth welghs five thousand

eight hundred and forty-two trillions
| of tons,

|

| THE BLIND.
i

How They Learn to Play Music by
| Nate,

A branch of knowledze which one
would say it would be almost impos-
| 8ible to teach a blind person 15 masie,
| It Is easy to understand that a blind

man might learn to play aimost any
| instrument by ear, but the studenta
| ark not taught to do this. They leara
| by note, and many of tiem become
expert musiclmns. The method of
teaching music employed by the New
York institution was originated by
Miss H. A, Babeock, the chief instruc-
tor In musie, and through her help
| the method has been adopted in the
majority of the large educational in-
stitutions throughout the country. To
explain to beginners everything that
is on the staff and the methods of
its use, a cushion about the slze of
an ordinary sofa-pillow, filled with
sawdust, and firm, is used, Upon
this, by means of cord and bonnet
wire, which has been twisted into tho
shape of notes, the bgrs are made
and the notes are urranged anl re-
arranged at will, ns they are hold In
pince on the cushion only by tiny
bairpins, by this ingenlous m sthod
the student masters the prineiples of
| staff notation and gaing a ¢leay idea
of what a bar of musle looks like to
seeing persons. The rests are made
of leather, the sharps of brass, sol-
dered. A Dblind graduate in musle
from this college, F. Henry Techudl,
became an Associate and later a Fel-
low of the Coilege of American Musi-
cians. Stlil later he was elected Fel-
low of the American Guild of Organ-"
fsta, and at the present time he odeu-
pieg a position &8 orgnnist in Deca-
tur, Ala. The students are all fond
of singing, and the choir of tha instl-
tutlon is nnusually good, both os to
voiee and method of using it. Musie
is written in polnt system for the use
of the blind.—Leslle's Weekly.
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