PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Presldent Roosevelt In nnnnl
message ngnin urges the cunctiment of

s

o law probibiting corporations from |

contributing to campoign (unds,  He
also nrges the passuge of the mwensnre
conferting upon the govérnment the
pight of appeal in eriminnl cnses on

questions of Inw, Continuing, the
president suys;
1 cannot too stropgly urge the pns-

page of the b o gquestion, A faflore
to pass it will result in serlously ba
pering the government In its effort to
obtiin  Justice, capecinlly  against
weialthy Individunls or corporations
who do wrong, and may also prevent
the government from ohtaining jnstice
for wageworkers who nre not them
pelves able cifectively to contest n ense
where the judgment of an Inferfor
conrt has been agninst them, 1 have
gpecifienlly In view n recent decision
by a district Jodge leaving railwny
employees without vemedy for viela
tlon of n certaln so called lubor statute
The importance of enncting nto Inw'
the particular bill In question s fur-
ther Incrensed by the fact that the gov-
ernment has now definitely begun a
policy of resorting to the eriminal law
in those trust and Interstate commerce
cnses where such a course offers a rea-
sonahle chance of Auccess,
Proper Use of Injunctions.

In my Inst message [ suggested the
enactment of a law In connection with
the lsspance of Injunctions, attentlon
having been sharply drawn to the mat.
ter by the demand that the right of ap-
plying Injunctions In labor cnses
ghould be wholly abellshed, 1t Is at
fenst doubtful whether a law nbolish-
Ing nltogether the use of injunctions
In suech cases wonld stand the test of
the courts, in which ease, of course, the
legisintion wonld be Ineffective. More-
over, 1 belleve It wonld be wrong alto-
gether to prohibit the use of Injune-
tlons. It 1s criminnl tb permit sym-
pathy for criminals ts wenken our
hands In upholding the law, and {f
men seek to destroy life or property
by mob violence there shoull be no lm-
palrment of the power of the courts to
deal with them In the most summnary
and effective way possible,  But so
far ns posslble the abnse of the power
ghould be provided ngainst by some
guch Iaw ps 1 ndvoeated Inst year,

Agatnnt Lynching.

1 eall yonr attentlon and the atten-
tion of thie nation to the previleuce of
erime among us and, nhove all, to the
epldemie of lynching and mob violence
that springs up now In one part of our
country, now In snother. Hach sec-
tion, north, south, east or wesi, has
fts own faults. No section ean with
wisdom spend its time jeering at the
faults of another section. 1t should be
busy trying to amend its own short-
comings. To deal with the crime of
corruption It Is mecessary to have an
awnkened publle consclence and to
supplement this by whatever legisla-
tion will add speed and certalnty In
the execution of the law. When we
deal with Iynching even more I8 neces-
gary. A great many white men are
lynched, but the crime ls pecullnrly
frequent in respect to black men, The
greatest existing cause of lynching Is
the perpetration, especlally by black
men, of the hideous crime of rape, the
most abominable In all the eategory
of crimes, even worse than murder,

Lawlessness grows by what It feeds
upon, and when mobs begin to lynch
for rape they wmpeedily extend the
#phere of thelr operations and lynch
for many other kinds of erimes, so that
two-thirds of the lyochings are not
for rape at all, while a considerable
proportion of the Individuals Iynched
are iunocent of all erime.

There s but one safe rule In dealing
with black men ag with white men,
It 18 the same rule that must be ap-
plied in dealing with rich men and
poor men—that Is, to treat each man,
whatever hix color, his creed or his so-
cinl position, with even handed Justice
on his real worth as a man. White
people owe It quite ns mwuch to them-
gelves ng to the colored race to treat
swell the colored muan who shows by
hie Hi'e that he deserves such treatment.
There 18 no gquestion of socinl equality
or negro domination Involved.

In my judgment, the crime of rape |
sheuld always be punished with death,
as s the case with murder. Assault
with intent to commit rape should be
made a capltil erime, at least in the
discretion of the court, and provision
‘ghould be made by which the punish-
ment way follow jmmediately upon
the heels of the offonse,

No more shortsighted polley can be
fmugined than in the fancied Interest
of oue class to prevent the educaticn
d another class. The white man, if
iz wise, will decline to allow the
In & mass to grow to man-
womanhood without educa-

H

~ nbuses counected with wenlth into a
eampaign of hysterical excitement and
falsebood in which the aim ls to In.
% to madness the brutal phssions
mankind. The sinister demngogues
foolish vislonnries who are always
jger to undertake such a campnign
f destroctlon sometimes seek to as-

wie Memselves with those working
genitine peform In governmeittal
aocial methods nod sometimes mids-
puce an suach reformers. In reality

Ithay are the worst encinles of the
| cnuse they profoss to advocate, just ns
the pmyeyors of sensationn] slander In
newspaper or mugnzine are the worst
enemiles of all men who gre engaged In
an honest effort to biotter what 18 bad
in our soclal nud governmental eondi-
tions.

Corruption is never so rife ns In com-
munlties where the demagogue and the
geimtor bear full sway, becnuse In
mch commuunities all moral bhands be-
come loosereed, nod hystoria nmd sensa.
tlonnlism replace the spitit of sound
Judgment and fair denling as between
man and mnne o sheer revolt agninst
the squalid anarchy thus produced men
are sure in the end to torn towanl any
lendor who ean restore ordor, and then
thelr rellef nt being free from the In
tolerable burdens of cluss hntred, vio
lence and demagogy lw such that they
punnot for some thme be aroused to In
dignation agninst misdeeds by men of
woenlth, so that they permit a new
growth of the very ahuses which were
in part résponsible for the orlzinal out-
break. The one hope for success for
our people les In o resohite and fear
less but sane and cool hended advanes
along the path mnrked out last year
by this very congress. There must be
a stern refusal to be misled into fol-
lowing elther that base creature who
appeals and panders to the lowest In-
stincts and passiona in order to arouse
one set of Amerieans against thelr fel
lows or that other ereature, equnlly
base, bhut no hnser, who In a spirit of
groed or to accumulate or ndd to an
alrepdy huge fortune seeks to exploit
Liis fellow Americans with eallous dis-
regard to thelr welfure of soul and
body, The man who debauches others
In order to obtaln n high office stands
on an evil equallty of corruption with
the man who debanches others for
financlal protit, and when hatred Is
sown the erop which springs up can
only be evil

The plain people who think-—the me-
chanles, farmers, merchants, workers
with head or hauod, the men to whom
Ameriean traditions are dear, who love
their country and try to act decently
by thelr nelghbors—owe it to them-
gelves to romember that the most dam-
nging blow that ean be glven popular
government 18 to elect an unworthy
and sinlster aglitator on a platform of
violenve and hypocrisy.

Anllrond Employecs' Hlounrs,

I enll your attention to the need of
passing the bill Huiting the number of
hiours of employment of rollroad em-
ployees, The measure I8 o8 véry moder-
ate one, and 1 ean concelve of no serl-
ous objection to It, Indeed, so far na
It 1s In our power, It should bie our nlm
steadily to reduce the number of hours
of Inbor, with as a goal the general fn-
troduction of an eight hour duy. There
are Industries In whieh It Is not pos-
sible that the hours of labor should
be reduced, just a8 there nre communl-
tlea not far enough ndvanced for such
a movement to be for thelr good, or, If
In the troples, so sltuated that there 13
no analogy between thelr needs and
ours in this matter. On the lsthmus
of Panama, for Instance, the condl-
tions nre In every wny so dlfferent
from what they are here that an elght
hour day would be absurd, Just ns It
I3 absuwl, 8o rar as the lathmus 18 con-
cerned, where white Inbor eannot be
employed, to bother as to whether the
necessary work s done by allen black
men or by allen yellow men, But the
wageworkers of the United States are
of 8o high n grade that allke from the
merely Industrial stahdpoint and from
the civie standpoint It should be our
object to do what we ean In the direc-
tion of securing the general observance
of an elght hour day.

Let me agaln urge that the congress
provide for a thorough investigation
of the conditions of child labor and of
the labor of women In the United
Stotes, The horrors Incldent to the
employment of young children In fac-
torles or at work anywhere are n blot
on our clvilization.

In spite of nll precanutlons exerelsed
by employers thepe nre unavoldable ne-
cldents and even deiths involved In
nearly every line of bhusiness connect.
el with the mechanie arts It 18 n
groat soclnd Injustiee to compel the em-
| ployee, or, rather, the family of the
| kilied or disabled viotim, to bear the
| entire burden of such an Inevitnble
| saerlfice. In other wotids, society shivks
| its duty by layineg the whele cost on
| the vietim, whereas the igjoey comes

from what may be cilled the legitl-

mite rigks of the trade. Compensution
for acclidents or denths due in any line
| of Industry to the aetuul conditions nn-
der which that Industry is carrled on
sbou.d be pnid Ly that portion of the
community for the benefit of which
the Industry Is carried on—that I8, by
those who profit by the Industry. If
the entire trade risk Is placed upon the
smployer, he will promptly and prop-
erly add It to the legitimate cost of pro-
duction and nssess It proportionately
upon the consumers of his commodity.
It Is therefore clenr to my wind that
the law should place this entire “risk
of a trade" upon the employer,

Capital and Labor Disputes.

Records show that during the twen-
ty years from Jan. 1, 1881, to Dec. 81,
1000, there were strikes affecting 117,
09 establishments, and 6105004 em-
ployees were thrown out of employ-
ment. During the same period there

1,008 lockouts, Involving nearly
10000 establishments, throwlng over
1,000,000 people out of employment.
These strikes nnd lockonts involved an
estimated loss to employees of £307.-
000,000 and to employers of $143.000.-
600, n total of $450,000,000, The publie
suffersd directly and Indirectly prob-
1bly ns great ndditional loss,

Many of these strikes and lockouts
would nmot have oceurred had the par-
des to the dispute been required to
appear before hn unpreindiced body
representing the natlon and, face to
face, state the reasons for their con-

tention. The exercise of a judicial
spleit by a disinterested body repre-
senting the federnl government, such
as wonld be provided by a commission
on concilintion and arbitration, would
tend to create an atmosphere of friend-
liness and conellintion between con-
tending partles,
Control of Corporations.

It eannot too often be repeated that
experience has conclusively shown the
fmpossibility of securing by the actlons
of nenrly hnlf a bondred different state
leglslatures anything but Ineffective
chnos In the way of deallng with the
great eorporations which do not oper-
nte exclusively within the limits of
any one state. In some method, wheth-
er by a national license law or In other
fashlon, we must exercise, and that at
an early dnte, & far more complete
control than nt present over these great
corporntions--n control that will, nmong
other things, prevent the evils of ex-
coesalve overcapltallzation nnd that will
compel the disclosure by each blg cor-
porntion of Its stockholders and of its
properties nnd business, whether own-
ed directly or through subsldiary or
nifillated corporations. This will tend
to put a stop to the securing of Inor-
dinnte profits by favored Individunls at
the expense whether of the gencral
public, the stockholders or the wage-
workers, Our effort should be not so
much to prevent consolldation as sueh,
but so to supervise and control it as
to see that It results In no harm to the
people.

Combination of eapital, ke combina-
tlon of labor, 18 a necessary element of
our present Industrinl system. It Is
not possible completely to prevent It,
and If {t were possible such complete
prevention would do damnge to the
body politiec.  What we need s not
valnly to try to prevent nll combinn-
tion, but to secure such rigorous and
adequate control wnd supervision of
the comblinntions as to prevent thelr
Injuring the publie or existing In such
form as lnevitably to threaten Injury,
for the mere fuet that a combination
has secured practicully complete con-
trol of o necessary of life would under
any  elreumstances show  that  sheh
combination wus to be presumed to be
adverse to the publle Interest, It Is
snfortunate that our present laws

fould forbid all combinations jnstend
of  sharply  diserlmingting  between

Jote combluntions which do good and
Lpse combinations which do evil. Be-
vites, for iostuuce, nre as often dué to
1ap pressure of big shippers, (ns_wns

down In the Iovestlgation of the

tdard Ol company and ns _'Imu been
hown siuce by the investigation of
the tobaces and sugar trusts) as to the
Liltiative of blg rallroads. Often rall-

s would ke to combine for the
purpose of preveuting o big shipper
from malntaluing lmproper ndvantages
it the expense of small shippers and
of the general publle, Buch a combinn-
tion, Instead of belug forbidden by law,
should be favored. 1o other words, It
shonld be permitted to railronds to
make agreements, provided thesy agree
ments were sanctioned by the Inter
stite commeree commission and were
published.  With these (wo conditlons
vovnplied with 1t 18 Imopossible to see
what bharm sach a combination ecould
i*» to the publie at large,

Inheritnnees nnd Income Thx.

The national goverament hag long
“apived s chief rbvenue from a tarlft
v1 hmports and from an internal or ex-
132 tnx. In addition to these, there is
wnry reason why, when nest our gys-

Wiy of taxation I8 revised, the national
Swvernment shonld linpose o gradunted
dibweritance tex and, it possible, a grad-
aten] Income i, !

I am well aware that sueh o subject
e this needs losg and enrerel study In

= or that the people may bLecome fa-

Alar with what Is propossd to be
loue, may clearly sée the necessity of

roceeding with wisdom and self re-

ralnt aud may ke up thelr minds
just how e they are wililng to go In
Lo matter, while only trained leginlh-
tors ean work ont the projeet In neces-

vy detall. But 1 feel that in the near
fittire onir national leglslators ahonld
vuret a law providing ?ar n graduated
vliseltanes tax by which p steadily In-
chenging fte of duty shonld be puot
valn ol moneys o other valuables
roming by gift, bequest or devise to
vy Individunl or corporation. There

4 be no gquestion of the ethical pro-
preiety of the government thus deter-
mining the conditlons unom which any
2ift or inberltanes shoull be recelved,

Aw the law now stunds it s andoubt

Uy ddfeult o devia o natlonal o
vome tax which shail be constitutional.
‘ot whether It 14 nbsolutely (mpossible
Is another question, and if possible It
l« most certainly desirable, The first
purely Income tax law was passed by
tae congress in 1561, but the most Im-
portant law dealing with the subject
wns that of 1804, This the court
to Le unconstitutional,

The question ls undoubtedly very in-
tricate, delleate and troublesome. The
decislon of the court was only reached
by one majority. It Is the law of the
land and of course ls accepted nn such
and loyally obeyed by all good cltisena,
Nevertheless the hesitation evidently
felt by the court os a whole lu coming
to a conclusion, when conaidered to-
gether with previous decisions on the
subject, may perhaps Indicate the pos-
sibility of devising a constitutional in-
come tax law which shall substantiaily
necomplish the results aimed at. The
dificulty of amendiug the constitution
Is so great that only renl necessity can
justify a resort thereto, Every effort
#hould be muade In denling with this
subject, as with the subject of the
proper control by the ‘uationnl govern-
went over the use of corpornte wealth
fu Interstate business, to devise legls-
Intion which without such setion shall
attaln the desired end, but If this falls
there will uitimately be no alternative
to a constitutional nmendment.

Industrinl Tralning.

Our Industrial development depends

largely npon techmlenl education, In-

cluding in this term all industrial edu-
eation, from that which fits 8 man to
be n good mechanle, o good earpenter
or bincksmith to that which fita a man
to do the greatost engineering font
The skiled wechanie, the skilled work-
mny, can best beconwe sueh by tech-

ury as he treats funds obtalned under
the Internal revenue laws,
shonld be n consldersble increase In
bills of small denominations. Permis-
glon should be given banks, If necessa-
ry under settled restrictions, to retive
thelr clrenintion to a lneger amonn®

nleal  idnstreial  eduesition.  The far | than three milons a month,

reaching usefuloess of Institutes of Our Outlylog Possesslons,
technalogy nnd schoals of nilnes or of 1 most earnestly hope that the bill to
engineerbig & pow  universslly  aes | provide n loser tarlfl for or else ubso-
knowledied, and oo less far reaching [ Jute free tende In Phillppine prodncts
Is the effoct of n good heilding or me: | will become a1 lew, No Lnrm will some
chnuleal trades schopl, o lextlle or | to any Amerlean lnlur_\ and, while

watchmuking or engenving schonl,

In every possible way we shionld hielp
the wageworker who tolls with his
hands and who must (we hope In a
constuntly  Incredsing  mongurol  lso
toll with bls birain, Unidor the constita.
tlon the natlonal leglelninre ean do but
Ittle of direct Importauce for his wel-
fure save where he Is engcged In work
which permits it to net voder the In-
teratate commeree clanse of the consti-
tution, and thix 18 one redzon why 1
g0 enrnestly hope that both the legls.
Intive nnd Judiclal branches of the gov-
ernment will construe this clause of
the constitution In the brondest possl
ble manner,

The Farmer,

The only other persons whose wel- |

fare 18 as vital to the welfare of the
whole conntry ns {8 the welfare of the
wngeworkers are the tillers of the soll,
the farmers.

Several factors must co-operate In
the Improvement of the farmer's con-
ditlon. He must have the chance to
be educated In the widest possible
sense, in the sense which keeps ever n
view the Intimate relntionship between
the theory of adoeation and the facts
of e,

Organiantion has hecome necessary
In the business world, and it has ne-
complished mueh for good In the waorld
of Inbor, It 1s no less necessary for
farmers. Such a movement as the
grange movement 8 good In {tself and
I# eapable of n well nigh Infinite for-
ther extension for good so long as It s
kept to It own legltimate lusiness.
The benefits to be derived by the ns.
socintion of farmers for mutunl nd-
vantage nre partly economle and part
Iy soclologlenl.

Irrigation and Forest Preservation.

Muel I8 now belng done for the
stiates of the Rocky mountiuing and
great plalns through the development
of the national polley of I¥rigntion and
forest preservation. ‘No government
polley for the betterment of our Inter-
nnl conditions hns beéen more frultful
of good than this.

Divoree Lexiniation.

1 nm well aware of how difficult it Is
lo puss n constitutional amendment.
Nevertheless, In my judgment, the
whole question of marringe and dl-
voree should be relegnted to the au-
the ‘rlhr of the nationnl congress, The
good from every
p.t.unipolnt. In partieolar it wonld be
gl beennse It would confer on the
cougiess the power nt once to deal
radieally and efllclently with polygamy,
and this shonld be done whether or
not marrlage and divores are dealt
witl, 1t I8 neither safe nor proper to
lenve the question of polygamy to be
denlt with by the sevoeral states.

Merchant Marine,

Lot me once agaln call the attention
of the congress to two subjects con-
cerning which 1 have frequently be-
fore communlented with them. One I8
the question of developing Ameriean
aliipping. 1 trust that a Inw embody-
Ing In substance the views or a major
part of the vlews expressed In the re
port on this subject Infd before the
hion=e nt Ita last sesslon will be paased.
It seeme to me that the proposed meas-
nre (4 ng nearly nnobijectionable as any
enn be,

The Curveney.

I egpecially enll your afteation to the
second subject, the conditlon of our
currency lanws,  The nationnl bupk aet
has nbly served o great purpose In ald-
Ing the enormons Dbuoginess develop-
ment of the country, and within ten
years there has been nn luerense n
cirenlation per eapltn from 22141 to
13,08, For several years ovidence has
beon accumulnting thet ndditlonnl leg-
jslation 18 needed.  The recurrence of
eacl crop senson emplinsives the de-
fects of the present lnws,  There must
soon be a revigion of them, becnuse
to leave them as they are menns to Ins
cur liabllity of business disnster, Since
vour body mdjourned there hias been a
fuctuntion In  the latersat on  eall
money from 2 per cent to 30U per cent,
wnd the Auetunation was even greater
curlig the préceding six months. The
sucrotary of the treasury had to step
In ard by wise netlon pit o stop to the
most violent period of oscillintion.

1 d» not press any especinl plan, Va-
rlons plans have recently been pro-
posal by expert committees of bank-
ern. ‘Among the plans which are poasi-
hly feasible and which certainly should
recelve your conslderation |s that re-
peatedly brought to your attention by
the present secretary of the treasury,
the essentinl featuren of which have
hoen approved by many prominent
bankets and business men. According
to this plan, national banks should be
permitted to lssue a specified propor
tion of their eapitnl In notes of a given
kind, the lssue to be taxed at o high
n rate as to drive the notes baek when
not wanted In legitimate trade. This
plsn would not permit the lssue of
onrrency to give banks additional prof.
Its, but to meet the emergoency present:
ml by times of stringency.

1 do not say that this I« the right sys-
tem, 1 only advance It to emphasize
my hellef thnt there 18 need for the
adoption of some system which shall
be automatie and open to all sound
banks #o as to avold all possiblity of
disertwination and favoritism,

Tha Ww should be nmended so as
gpecifically to provide that the funds
flerived from customs dutles mny be
trented by the secretury of the treas-

there selll Le Same sl bt rend mate-
rinl Benefit to the l!li[hm . the main
benetit will come by the showing mude
us to our purpose to do all In our power
for thelr welfnre,

Porto Rican AfMalrs,

Amerienn eltizenship should be con
ferred on the cltlzens of PPorto 1Rico.
The harbor of San Juan, In Porto Rleo,
should be dredged and lmproved, The
expenses of the federal court of Porto
Rico should be mel from the federal
treasury,

Hawall,

The needs of Hawall ureé peculidr.
Every nld sHoold be glven the lstnnds,
and our efforta should be uncensing to
develop them slong the lnes of & ¢comw-
munity of amall freeholders, not of
great planters with cooly tiled es-
tates,

Alnnkan,

Alnska's needs have been partinlly
met, but thore must be a complete re-
organization of the governmental sys-
tem, as I have before Indlcated to you.
I nsk your cspecial attention to this,
Our fellow citizens who dwell on the
shores of Puget sound with charncter-
Istle energy are arranging to hold In
Beattle the Alaska-Yukon-Pacifie ex-
position. This exposition In Its pur
poses and scope should nppeal not only
to the people of the Pacltie slope, but
to the people of the United States at
Inrge,

Rights of Allens.

Not only must we treat all nations
falrly, but we must tront with jostice
and good will all immigrants who come
here under the law. Whether they are
Catholle or Protestant, Jew or gentile,
whether they come from England or
Germany, Ruskln, Japan or Ituly, wat
ters nothing: All we hnve a right to
question la the man's conduct. If he
ia honest and upright In his denlings
with his nelghbor find with the state,
then he is entitled to respect and good
treatment.  Bupeclally do we need to
remember our duty to the stranger
within our gates. 1t ls the sure mark
of a low civllization, a low morality, to
dhusg or discriminate agalnst or in any
way bumilinte stch stringer who his
come here lewfully and who Is con-
ductlng himseif properly. To remen-
ber this I8 Incnmbent on every Amer-
lean eltizgen, and It la of course pecul-
larly Incumbent on every government
oficial, whether of the natlon or of
the several states,

I am prompted to say this by the
nttitude of ‘Néatility here and there as-
sumed townrd the Japnnese in this
country, THig“hoetllity is sporadic and
Is llmited to a very few places. Never-
theless It 18 most discreditable to us
as n people, and It may be franght
with the gravest consequences to the
nantion

I nsk fulr tréatment for the Japanese
8 1 wouldd nsk falr treatment for Ger.
muns or Hn.thnmn. Frenchmen, Rus-
slans or Halions. 1 ask It as due to
humanity ahd elvilization. T nak It ns
due to ourdslves, heecause we muost act
uprightly toward all men. 1 recom-
mend to the congress that an aet be
possed specifically providing for the
nnturallzation of Jupanese who come
here Intendivg to become Amerlean eit-
izens, One of the great embarrass-
ments attendlng the performance of
onr  Internntlonal obligations (s the
fact that the statutes of the United
States are entively Inadequate, They
till to glve to the natlonal government
sutficlently ample power, through Unlt.
el States courts and by the use of the
army nnd navy, to protect allens In the
tlghte secured to them under solemn
treaties which are the law of the land.
I therefore earnestly recommend that
the eriminal and elvll statutes of the
United States be so amended and add-
ol to ns to enabile the president, acting
for the United States government,
which s responsible In onr Interna-
tional relations, to enforce the rlghts
of nllens under treaties,

The Cuban Matter.

Last August un Insureectlon broke
ont in Cuby which it speedily grew avi-
dent that the existing Cuben govern-
ment war powerless to quell. Thanks
to the preparedness of our navy, [
wius able immedintely to send enough
ritips to Cobn to prevent the situation
from becoming hopeless, and 1 for
thermore dispatched tor Cuba the see
retary of war and the assistant secre-
tary of state In order that they might
grapple with the situation on the
ground.

In accordance with the so' called
Piatt amendment, which was embod-
fed in the constitution of Cuba, 1 there-
upon proclalmell a provisional govern-
ment for the laland, the secretary of
war acting as provisional governor un-
til he could he replaced by Mr. Magoon,
the late minister to Panama and gov-
ernor of the cannl zone on the lsthmus.
Troops were sont to support them and
to relleve the navy, the expedition be-
Ing handled with most satlsfactory
apeed and efclency. Peace has come
In the Island, and the harvesting of the
migir enne crop, the great crop of the
i#land, I8 about to proces). When the
eleetion has been held and the new
government Inanugurated In  peaceful
nnd orderly fashion the provisional
government will come to an end.

The Unlted States wishes nothing of
Cuba except that [t ghall prosper mor-
ally and materinlly and wishes nothing
of the Cobans save that they shall be
uble to preserve order among them-
'selves and therefore to preserve their

There !

l maneuvers, partiealarly in

independence. If the elections become
a farce nnd If the insurrectionnry habit
becomes coufirined on the Island It I8
absolutely out of the question thut the
fsland should continue Independent,
and the United Sintes, which bas as-
sumed the sponsorship before the elv-
lized world for Culit's ciareer as o na-
tion, would ngnin have to lutervene
nnd to see that the government was
managed In snch orderly fashlon as to
secure the snfety of life and property.
The Itio Conference.

The second Internationnl copference
of Ameriean republies, beld In Mexl-
co In the sears 190162, provided for: .
the holding of the third conference
within five years and committed the
fiting of the time and place and the
arrangements for the conference to the
governing bonrd of the bureau of
American republics, composed of the
representntives of all the Amerlenn
natfons In Washington, That board
discharged the doty Imgosed upon
It with marked fdelity nnd pains-
taking eare, and upon the courtéous
fnvitation of the United States of Bra-
#ll the confersnce was held at Rio a8
Janelro, continuing from the 284 of
July to the 20th of August last. Mnan
subjects of common Interest to all
American nations were discussed
the conference, and the conclusi
reached, embodled In a serles of reso-
lutions and proposed conventions, will
be Iald before you upon the coming of
the final report of the Americnan dele
gntes.

Panama Trip.

I have just returned from a trip to
Panama and shall report to you at
length Inter on the whole subject of the
Panama eannl.

The Algeciras Conventlon,

The Algecirns convention, which was
slgned by the Unlted States na well as
by most of the powers of Europe, su-
persedes the previous conventlon of
1880, which was nlso signed both by
tha United Sintes nnd a majority of
the FEuropean powers. This treaty
confers upon us equal commercial
rights with n1l Evrapenn conntries and
does not eutail a single obligation of
any kind upon us, and I enrnestly hope
It may be speellly ratifled,

Senling.

The destruction of the Pribllof Is-
lund fur seals by pelagle seallug still
continues, The herd, which, necording
to the surve ¥ made In 1874 by direc-
tlon of the congress, numbered 4,700,
000, and which, necording to the wur.
vey of both Amerlean and Canadian
commissioners’ [0 1801, dmounted to
LOOOLOOO, has now been .reduced to
about 180,000, This result has beésn
brought abiout by Cihadian and ‘some
other senling vesadls killing the female
wenls while in the wnter during thelr
nmmual pligrimage to and from the
south or In senrch of food,

The process of destruction has been
necelerated during recent years by the
appearance of a number of Japanese
vessels engaged In pelngic sealing.

Bultable representations regarding
the Incldent have been made to the
government of Japan, and we are ns-
sured that all practicable measures will
be taken by that country to prewent
any recurrence of the outrage.

We have not relnxed our efforts to
secure an agreement with Great Brit-
aln for adequate protection of: the seal
herd, and negotintions with Japan for
the same purpose are In progress,

The laws for the protection of the
seals within the jurisdiction of the
United  States neead  revision * and
amendment. :

Second Mague Conference.

In my last message | advised yon
thnt the emperor of Russia had taken
the Initintive In bringing about & sec-
ond peace conference at The Hague.
Under the guidance of Russin the ar-
rangement of the preliminaries for
anch a confereance hing been progressing
during the past year, Progress has
necessarily been slow, owing to the
great number of countries to be con-
sulted upon every question that has
arisen. It I8 n matter of satisfaction
that ull of the Amerlenn republies have
now, for the first time, been [nvited to
joln In the proposed conference,

Army and Navy.

It must ever be kept In mind that
war s not merely justifiable, but im-
perative upon honorable men, uponan
honorable nation, where peace ean
only be obtalned by the sacrifles of
conscientious conviction or of national
welfare,

The Unlted States navy Is the surest
guarantor of peace which this country
I do not usk that we con-
Incrense our nnvy: [ ask
merely that It be maintained at s
present strength, and this can be done
only If we replace the obsolete and out-:
worn ships by new and good oncs,
equnls of any afloat In any navy.
stop bullding ships for:one year medns
that for that year the navy goss back

Instead of forward.
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rim of each school Is to turn out a
man who shall be above everything
else a fighting man.

There should soon be an lueregse In
the number of men for our coast de-
(enses, These men should be of the
right type amd properly trained, and
there should therefors he an Incrense
of pay for certaln skilled grades, espe-
clally In the copst artillery., Money
shiould be appropetated to permit troops
t5 be mnssed n body nnd exercised ln
marehing. |




