PURPLE

By MINNA IRVING,
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g OW she ever came to Joln
' "i: the soclety was ns grent
E mystery to herself as to her
E friends. Of course, n loy-
¥ ors’ guarrel was at the bot.
| tom of it all. But even
fhen, for a young and attractive girl
twenty-three to join the Spinsters'
fety, and ndopt the vows of eternal
welibaey like the rest of its members,
o Ages gave them some pxeuse for
mm;, wns an admiitedly extraors
procesding.

When Sibyl Catheart found herself
Eully Installed into the sisterhood of the
Bpinsters’ Soclety, she began to rum-
Ete as to whether, afier all, ghe had

ed wisely. True, he had heen seen
ving the theatre with another wom.
an, and what made matters worde wns
Khe fact that the other woman was
goung and pretty. Rumor had it, too,
that he had been seen to publicly kiss
ghe other woman at the rallway sta-
Hon. Bo Blbyl, with the usual fin-
ty of bher sex, sat down immedi
tely and penned a sghort and formal
oote giving bim the conge. He de
manded an explanation, first in person
and then by letter. She refused to
®ee him when he called, and upon re-
eelving his letter, tore It up and then
gried over the fragments,
" But once she had set her hand to the
plow she did not intend to go back, All
e other members, to the number of
venteen, were at least a quarter of
® century older than herself, despite
thelr allegations to the contrary, and
thelr business aptitudes were not bril-
Uant. The pretentlous building In
which many of the members dwelt,
and which was recognized as the so-
alety's headquarters, required judicious
management, in view of the small
amount of money forthcoming for the
purpose. One day Sibyl fonnd herself
In the presence of her chileftalness,
; “My dear,” began Miss Tabbs, as she
surveyed the zirl from over her specta.
cles, “do yon think you conld become
pne of us altogether? I mean, could
ﬁu come and live on the prewises, for
stance?
} “I—I think ®so0,” SiLiyl replied doubt.
Rully, well aware that her friends
prould think ber more eccentrle than
aver.
! “Now that Is nice of you! Well, the
Pact of the matter {s that Miss Frank-
Jin bas come to the conclusion that the
sition of secretary to the socleiy en-
Is more work than she can under-
take, and if you will, we want yon to
@ her place. You are young and en-
e, and with all due deference to
Franklin, I might say that you
ad be able to manage the soclety’s
income more beneficlally to our-
ves, Yon must know, my dear, that
greed for monoy of theopposite gox
horrible, and unfortunnte creatures
ourselves are therefore robbed of
at justly belongs to us, You will,
course, have your board and lodg-
for nothing and a grant of £8 per
Rnnum. Will you accept the post?”
“Qertainly. With pleasure.”
"That is good of you. But mind, you
must do your utmost to thwart the
chinationsof theopposite sex. Never
thonize & tradesman, or any business
by n man, and if you ever
that either of the servants has a
, sack hor, my dear, sack her
tely!”
¥ At this point a gray-haired lady, any-
Rhing but prepossessing in appearnnce,
@ntered the room, and was greeted by
Bfiss Tabbs.
} “Ah! here yon are, Miss Franklin,
Bligs Catheart hns promised to act ns
¥y from this day forward, and I
hinve just been giviog her a few wrin-
Kles,”

p *Thank yon so much, dearie,” re-
ed the ex-secretary kindly, “But

you know what has happened? The
has come bimself for the rent.

MWhat sre we to do? We have no
llwn:x. and the rent Is months over-

“How fearful to be in the hands of
such a money-grabbing brute!” inter-
posed Miss Tabbs,

- “Men were always brutes!” volun-
Buered Miss Franklin.

#ibyl thought the same and remained

wdlent,

“But where I8 bo now?" nsked Miss
Mabbs.

5 *0Oh, he's on the doorstep, 1 spoke to
Bim through the letter box. I could
mot have the house polluted with Ll
wresence inside. It's bad enough for
knowing our principles
to see him here at all, He
have the rent at once, or
be put in. 'E'hm of it

at ledast ns an inferidr, becanss ho's o
man, you know.”

S1by! ran down stales and thraw open
the door. Bhe bad Intemded asking his
business in a clvil but firm monner.
Instead ghe drew back with a start

“gibyn

“Jack—Mr, Alllngham!*™

“1 heard of your escapade, and that
in why I came In person, though 1
dld not expect the pleasure of meeting
you'

He held out his hand, and she tnroned
away contemptuonsly.

“You are spying upon me," she eried,
her anger rising. “How dare you come
Lere Hise this?"

“You forget the honse {8 my own,”
“Oh—er—eo it 8. You—want the
rent? 1 am afrald we eannot pay you
Just yet. I you will give us time, a
few days, or—"

“In a few days, nay, in a few hours
the balliffs will be In unless the rent
is paid at once,” ho replied, firmly.
“But, Ja—Mr. Allingham, you would
not be so cruel ¥
“Cruel? Were you never cruel?
What wns my fault, and how much
merey did you show me? Now it s
my turn, and no mercy will T glve,
Um your companions or whatever
they call themselves pay me now ™
“No, they cannot.”
“Very well. Good morning.”™
He turned away and she slammed
the door.
“What 4id he say?" nsked Miss
Tabbe, anxiously, when she enfered
the room.
“He I8 every inch a man!" replied
Bibyl, significantly,

1
Defore two more days ha@ passed
the Spinsters’ Soclety were acquainted
with the worst, The members were
not afrald of the opposite sex, nntago.
nlstie thongh they might be, but they
had to acknowledge a terror of the
Inw. When one moruing the house-
mald answered a knock at the door,
the Inndlord promptly pushed himselt
into the hall, He was accompanied
by a man, who held In one hand a
brown paper pareel and an officlal
docoment in the other,
“"Good morning, Miss Catheart,” he
gald, as she came out to meot him.
“Yon expected me, of course "

“I don't understand you."

*Really? There is nothing much to
understand. T am, in fact, my own
balliff, and only Immediate payment of
the rent will prevent my being quar-
tered upon you, This gentlemun heve
will prove the truth of my assertions,
8 he represents the law,  Just run
over this paper, please,"

“Xou brute!” she efnculnted,

“Borry to imconvenlence you—very,
A debt's a debt, you kuow. But I
don’t think you'll find me & very trou-
blesome tenant. 1 shall come at © in
the morning and leave at 6 In the even.
Ing, until the money Is pald, That
parecel, Jenkins, please,” lie added to
the man, and discharged him.

The girl hid ber face in her hands
and burst Into tears.

4 always knew you were a coward!"”
rha sobbed. “And now you've proved
t‘ll

“I hape not. 1If I come ns my own
ballif you shounld congratulate your-
self upon baving escaped so lghtly,
for a commoner man might have made
his presence Intolernble. And besides,
I have brought my own food, which no
ordinary balllff would have done.”

The bursting of this bomb in the
headquarters of the Spinsters’ Soclety
did not tend to draw the members to-
ward the male sex, and immedinte
steps were taken to roalize the money,
4 matter of some difficulty.

“It's nothing short of u scandal”
plped Miss Tubbs, between fits of hys-
terlenl weeplng, when the news was
convesed to her. “It will be the talk
of the neighborhood, If it had been
a commoner man it would bave been
different, but him! And to bave to
cook his mutton chops—ugh!"

“And be stands in the doorway for
ten minutes wiplug his boots so that
the neighbors shall see him enter!”
gusped Miss Frooklin, to the groans of
the other members,

But the calnmity fell more seversly
nupon the hend of Bibyl, though no one
dared to lmagine that she had once
nearly become the wife of the ob-
noxious individusl, Her one thought
now, as she sat in the little study set
apart for her own use, was how to got
rid of him. Gilving open battle ouly
ended In signal defeat, thorefore, why
not try strategy? He had alweys been
swayed by her influence, so, perhaps,
might be still nmenable to persuasion,
And she could contluue to hate him
ull the same. The experiment, at any
rate, was worth trylog,

Bbe rose to put her plans into exe-
cution, when the two domestics entered
thelr outdoor things and appesred

but pleasantly dispesed to-

ing? Where?™

“'Ome; anywheres ont of thia ‘ere
‘ouse. We b'ain't agoin' to run all over
the place for a man like that, anm’
knowin' there's no wages for us. Yom
be all ns poor as church mice, an' the
funniest set of females na we've a.seen,
barein' yourself, miss. Our chaps is
waltin' for us outside, so wiv our boest
respects to you, miss, we'll git ont.”
“Are my chops ready 1" came a voles
from the dining room,
“Ark at "lm,” sald the cook, Then
putting her head ontside the door she
shotited:  “Yes, your chops be rendy
nn' waitin’, an' gettin' cold, an' may
go bad afore we brings 'em to you, you
great Innky bounder!™
“Silence!” commanded Eibyl, “Yon
may go at once, nnd your wages will
be gent to youn, 'We do not keep money
in the house™
“Ho that bloke seems to think, Well,
good-day to yon, miss, An' mind yon
don’t fall in love with that bewitehin®
young man.'"
With this parting shaft the servants
withdrew, and Sibyl, having seen them
off the premises, entered the dining
room,
“(iood morning,
pleasantly.,
“Inck, eh? Why, yesterday It was
nothiing but Mr. Alllngham, with plenty
of eniphnsis on the "Mr.'! Want to ask
a favor, 1 suppose”
“Now, Jack, why will yon be so hors
rid?
“It muet be n legaey 1 got from yon,
The snme term might be very well ap.
plied to your treatment of me, mightn't
{4
“Oh, T dou’t know.
A reason.’
YA reason? What reason®"
“Don‘t stand therg and pretend you
don't know,"” she retorted, "“You never
went to the theatre with another
woman, T suppose, and yYou never
kissed hier at the railrond station, did
you? And a pretty woman, too—n
pretty woman, I repeat, and I am not
pretty.”
“But, pardon me, You are very pretty,
especjally when you're angry. Yes,
I have been to the theatre with another
woman, and kissed her nt the rallway
stntion—my sisterin-law!"
“What do you mean ¥
"George's wife, You've heard me
gpeak of my brother George, who's In
Australin, He was home some months
ago with his young bride. We all
three went to the theatre, and—oh! I
see It, now, You—ha! ha!—thought it
was some one else!l”
He dropped into a ehnlr In a At of
Inughing. "You thought I wans firting
with another woman? he sald, at
length,
“Of course, Any one would have
thought o, she replied, eresifallen at
the nbsurdity of her blunder.
“But, you silly thing, why didn't you
find out before yon became g0 unrens-
onable? And are you still cross with
me?*
“No—not yery.”
“Then atone for It all by leaving
these stupld companlons of yours, and
prove that yon do not agree with theie
views by marrying me—me, the bail
oy
He bent down and kilssad her as she
did not reply.
“Miss Catheart!™ eame a shrill voles,
“Here comes the old hens,” he sald,
“No, you shan't get away, so don't
ftruggle.”
Miss Tabbs peered through the open
door and dropped Into ene of the hall
chalrs preparatory to fainting. Her
shrick of “Murder!” brought all the
othier occupants to the spot in an in-
stant, prepaved for the worst.
“Now, then, my ggod Indies,” sald
Allingham, coming forward. “Don't
get hysterleal. I have a right to claim
anything in the house for the debt
owing, so have declded to elnlm RBibyl
and write ‘pald’ across the account,
She's going to be my wife."
“Wife! The vixen, the sly little rat,
the—"
“Yes, we quarrelled some time ngo,
but now she's forgiven me and I've for.
glven ber, though 1 don't know why I
should,” he added, jocosely.
“Because,” she answered, with eyes
full of Joyful tears, “because, you old
dear, you're every inch a man"—The
Penny Pictorial Magazine,

Joack,” she said

You see I had

Falla,

“It Is true that somnambulists and
drankards, when they fall, are not so
apt to hart themselves ag you or 1" an
ncetor said, *“Thore I8 a reason for this,
too,

“The reason lles in a certain perfect
Hmpness or relaxation of the muscles,
that accompnnies the fall of somnam=
bulists and drunkards. They fall un-
consclously, without fear, They make
no convulsive effort and strain to save
themselves,

*To fall in this imp, relnxed way is
to fall without injury. Limpness, re
laxation, 18 the secret of successful
stage falling, I ean stand erect and
crash down on my back lHke a log of
wood or a ton of coal, and I suffer no
hurt because 1 Jot mysell go—becnuse
every part of me Is relaxed, lnp,
loose, The frantle efort (o save ours
selves Is what makes onr full disas.
trous. The absence of this effort, con.
selons in the actor and nopconsclous in
the drunkard and sompambullst, 1s
what makes thelr falls Warmless,™

Slberian Exports of Baiter,

From $12,052,000 to $15.673,000 worth
of'butter Is now exported from Biberin,
or more than twice the value of tho
wheat export of 1000, the last favor
able harvest year, The Siberian cow

notable for richness. Abont plneteen
pounds of milk in winter snd twenty-
two in summer are sufficlent to make &
pound of butter, while in Denmark

yields little milk, but the quality s
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{1APAN'S DEADLY EXPLOSIVE

SHIMOSE DID TERRIBLE DAMAGE
IN THE CHEMULPHO
FIGHT.

O

HERE bhas been much de-

bate on the guestion ns to

whether  the  projectiles

which enused so many

easnaltion nmong the erew
of the Hussian erulser Varing off
Chemulpho, at the outbreak of the
wnr were shrapnel or high explogive
phelle, . The Russinns are divided In
opinfon. The French and Italian of-
eors aboard the cruleers Pasgenl and
Ptha nre of the opinfon that lttle it
any shrapnel was used, The British
ofMleers whoe were nbonrd the Talbot
think that most of the havor was due
to sbhrapnel,

Dr. Wada, ehlef surgeon of the Jn-
panese Navy, has given a correspond-
ent the following detalls in regard to
shimoge, the secret explosive used by
the Japanese, Dr. Wada hind twenty-
four of the worst cnses nfter they hnd
been aboard the Paseal for four days
and where most of the frngments had
nlrendy been extracted, He extracted
some more fragments, all of which he
gnld were “andoubledly parts of high
explosive shells,™

The doctgqr showed a pareel contain-
Ing fragments extracted frop one man,
The largest plece was two Inehes long
and half an nelh wide nt the grentest
point. It was shiaped likte an arrow,
The next two pleces waere about the
#lze of howel nuts, The other frag-
ments, mambering 120, ranged in slze
from a pin head to n fall grown pen.,

An examination of the lirgest plece
showed that the outer walls of the
#hell were not more than three-cighths
of an inch and that it ,was fired from
nothing smaller than a &ig-inch gun.
The inference I8 that nothing bot the
best of steel ean be vsed to stand the
mressure on the bore of the gun, Noth-
Ing but a high explosive d¢onld smash
n strong steel ahell Into such minute
fragments,

Dr. Wadn in operating on twelye
enllors did not find a larger fragment
than the one described. There were
no indieations of ehrapnel, He de-
eeribed how on decks made slippery
with blood he eaw small bits of fesh
and bone ecattersd everywhere, He
etumbled over an arm here and a leg
there, He saw men with their abdo-
mens enrried away and the flesh torn
off thelr bodies. Nothing but a bigh
explosive shell, he sald, conld have
cansed such effects,

The wounds caused by such a shell
were no worse than those resulling
from old-fashioned sliells or shrapnel.
If o man was lueky enough not to be
killed he had a very good chance of
getting off mnhinrt or with very stight
wounds, but they were meant to kil
The doctor continned:

“Two sallors stood on e bridee
with Capt. Rudinef, Count Nirod and
n petty officer. One of the new shells
struck the potty officer. The new
ghells are provided with fuses and
take effect not only on contact with
water, but with parts of the rigging.
lving men, even clothing—In  fact,
wherever the resistance I8 suMelent
to alter the speed ever so little, The
shell referred to exploded and blew the
petty oflicer to atoms, There wns ab-
solutely nothing found of him after-
ward, Count Nired, who was stand-
Ing next to him, was alsa blown to
pleces, only one nrm belng found after.
ward. The two eallors stood a lttle
way off. The exploslon tore all the
flesh from the lower parts of their
legs, which had to be amputated af-
terward, Capt. Rodineff was still a
little further off and eecaped  with
slight wounds In the head,

“In old shells the fragments are
meant to kill or wonnd. ‘The explosive
Is there merely to burst the shell and
give additional Impetus to the frag-
ments. In the new shell the explosive
Itself Is meant to kll, The function
of the shells {8 gimply to convey the
explosive to the desired spot,”

Dr, Wadn sauid he aid not know the
Hmits in which the new shell kills or
wounds seriously. Buot the Instance
described above proves that it {8 not
very large. Referring 1o the numerous
cases of suppuration of wounds cansed
by pleces of clofhing entoring  with
the frogments of a’ shell, Dr. Wadn
snggented that the Covernment shonld
make a new rule in the navy that
whenever a fight I8 expected every
man shall have his body well washed
and his clothing disinfected. He con-
tinped:

“Happlly it 18 the rule of our men
In the army and navy always to go
into battle In the newest and cleanest
uniform. Thix is not for sanitary con-
slderations, but It works tke right way
all the same."—New York Sun,

Nothing Lost.

“They take tromendons precantlons
at the mint so that no specie shnll be
lost," sald an Bozlishman, with g reimn.
iniscence of an article he had beon
reading on the sabject. “Every somap
of refuse 18 burted 1n ordes that not
the slightesa vestige of metnl shall be
wasted, The working clothes of the
men are burned, too, when they nre
worn out, and they even burn  the
earts which are naed In earrying  the
bullion to the mint,

“Well,” sald the A.me{im n in the cor-
ner, contemplating his clgar. *I guess
we go ope better than that in our Im-
mortal country. We burn the refuse
and the clothes and the carts., Yes,
slr, we do all that, and what {8 more,
when a mnn dies who Las worked there
we bave him cremated.” Then they

twenty-elght pounds are needed.
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talked about tbe wealbier,—London
Fun, i
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chances for sudden wealth than any
other, and this Is exemplified In the
cnge of A Mexiean miner, Pedro Al
vardo, who owns a mine at Parral, In
the State of Chilchnhun, He s about
fifty years old, and comes from the
peon, or lowest laboring class, the
abilty of whase members to write
thelr own nnmes I8 remnrkable. For
years this man was a mine Inborer,
working for Aifty conts (Mexiean sllver)
n day; Nilternte, onibinking and in com.
mon with the rest of hie kind, he had
no ambitlor. beyond the making of
enough mouey to Leep body and soul
together.

e wns known to be hard working,
but he bad no more thrift or foresight
than the other peons, nud I conses
quence his taking up of n smnll plece
of property three years ago with the

A# a profession mining offers more |
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AN Darrect,

An tn‘ ¢ baby lived on antiseptit

His eI?l % were antiseptic, made of anti

In mrul:pﬂ: carringes he rode, with time
to spare,

He had an antiseptic nurse, breathed anti-
seplic mir; .

And though u‘mn this mundane sphere he

™ dif‘ mi! l;'mn abide, LAl e

- 1 an antise & eol
7 Fhen b dled. Y

’ —Gmart Seb.

T Drawhneiks
“Edueation s a great thing™
“Yesu, It turns out some mighty Intel.
ligent eriminals'—Life,

Expensive Engngement,

fntention of sinking a shaft wins »
standing Joke In the neighborhoml,
borrowed enongh money to work his
property In a small way, but being
what he wae, his eredit did not hold
for very long, and it was on the last
day before the mortgnge wounld have
been foreclosed that e made n strike
thnt gave him a position that is
unlgne

The vein of gold and sliver ore that
he found turned him in o day from o
peon to a millionaire many times over,
Al (he resnlts have been spectaenlar
and intercsting The wealth of his
mine, with its present development, is
fabulons, the avernge ore taken ont
axsnying In the neighborhond of §12.
000 o ton, althongh one shipment of
three enrloads wes made some time
fago that bronght him & profit of $600,.
00 a ear, this ore being so rich that
the native silver conid be cut from it
with a pocket knife,

After the discovery there was natn-
rolly a change In Alvardo's methnds
of living, and Se started the bullding
of nn enormous and gorgeuos house,
which, true to his blood, he plneed in
the eentre of the poorest part of the
town, where It Is surrounded by the
mud and thatehed hots of his old
friends, TUntil it is finished he will
confinue to live In a mud shack, where
he linge no less than five plunos, nl
thongh of course nelther he nor his
wife ling the slightest 1deg of what to
do with them,

Alvardo ja not inclined to keep his
good fortune to Limself, and hns a pen-
slon let among those he worked beside
In his Inboring days that amounts to
more than 820,000 n month, wille dor.
ing the Christinas ten=¢ *T ® fis cus-
tom to lond a wagon with silver dollnrs,
which he.personally digtitibutes through
the poorer parts of the town, Tle is
inteasely patrlotie. and a year ago
made a proposition to the Mexicon Gov.
ernment to par the nntlonal deht,
and undeubtedly weonld bave tried to
do $0 had mot  Financee  Minister
Limantour felt that it was for the bost
interests of the couniry to decline the
offer. Alvardo s very proud of his
pokition, and o jealons of his Iuterests
that e lng surrounded hig property
with a high wall, within which he wiil
permit none but his own people to
enter.—Lesglle's Weekly.

Foumnle Flahhawk Guarded Wer Mate,

Cowplnints nre mwnde of the shooting
and attemapted shooting of fishhnwks
in the town of Dristol, and people
near whose homes the hnwls nest are
very much Incensed because of . the
killing of one fAshbawk recently, on
the land of Dr. 1. M. Howe at Ferry
i, and the wounding of another of
the birds on the shore, near the resi-
denee of Edward Anthony,

My, Anthony noticed the wounded
bivd near his home the last of the
week with a wound In jis throot
and the breast fenthers covered with
bload, It was alone for a conple of
dnye, its mate not having arvived. As
soon as the female bird come from the
Bouth, it canght fish aod fed 1the
wonnded bird untll the wound lm-
proved, >

The bird shot at #nd wounded, which
{8 nearly over Hts hurt, Mr. Authony
cloims is the snme hawk wounded in
the wing by n rifle Lall thirty yeers
ngo, He recognlzes the stiffness In
the wing that was wounded, year after
year.~Providencse Journal,
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Sharks In Europe,

Buperstitions people, If nny such re-
main, will probably Bold that It {8 s
a portent of the war that sharks have
ngaln appeared in the Baltle Bea, after
an absence of nearly 160 years. Sharks
are still to be met with In the Medit-
ervanean, but in the northern seas we
have long been rid of the. Mut mow
fishiermen report that in the narrows
of the Cattegat and the Belt these dou.
gerous fish are onee more to be seen,
and that they follow the Loats to at
tuck the nets as they are belng hauled
In, It is also said that some of the
fNshermon have had narrow eseapes of
thelr  lives. There are shoals of
sbarks In the North Sea and elong the
coisis of Gerwnny nnd Norway they
are to Le found In conslderable -
beys,

What Shape Is the Moon ¥

Accoiding to the teachings of nd-
vanesd modern astronomy, It I8 n mis-
tnke w suppose that the shape of the
mooil s similar to that of the earih,
It Is belleved nowadnys that the moon
I8 a perlect ellipse, itn lgure being
nearly exuncily ounesthird longer than
It 18 broad, This elliptical theory of
onr datellite's shape 18 founded on the
well-kuown faet that a cerialn sile
{end, rather) of the moon I8 always
presented to our view. This Is causid
by the moon revolving once on Ler
axis In exactly the same peripd of
time that she revolves around the
earth. Her elongated shape was prob.
ably caused by
earth when both plauets were youug
and soft, A
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the attraction of lhll

Patlence—"How do you know her
love for him wae strong ¥’

Patrice—"Berntke it broke him"—
{ Yonkers Statesmun,

s i W
Awmblgunns,

i Jack Nervey—"1'm going to kiss you
when 1 lenve this house to-nlght.”

May Kutely—"leave the house this
Instunt, sie"<Phlludelphin Press,

Mother Barth,

4T wonder why peaple always speak
of Karth as she?”

“I's nntural enough, Nobods knows
exnctly what Ler oge 1s"—Fhiludel-
philn Ledger.

T — .
After.

Bhoe—="Alh, you men! RPefore mars
rlage you phy cowpliments, but of-
ter—"

He—"After? Why, after—we do bet-
ter; we pay bills"—Life,

Advanced,

“Ton sny that Lord Fuoensh's soclnl
[ position hns lmproved stuce e married

a rich American girl?"

“Yes, indesd, Formerly he wos only
a pobleman; but now he belongs (o our
helresstocruey,"—=Washington Star,

None Such.

“I'm looking for n painless dentlst.
Can you recommend one "

“I pever knew any that dido’t burt
at lenst onee”

“When is that

“When hls bill comes in"=Detrolt
Free I'vess,

Careless Artist.

“Da yon think you can draw that
ball the length of the table®"

“1'I bhave to, 1 supp But I don’l
see why the artist dido’t deaw 1t back
there 10 Degln with."—Chilcago Trl-
bune,

>,

e et
Wisely Chosen,

Mr, Short—"Can 1 belleve It
renlly marry mot"

Miss Tall="Yes. [ always make my
own dresses, and, ng we are both the
same helght, you will come real handy
when 1 am cutting and Ottiug"—=New
York Weelkly.

yon will

—————— -
Not Compulsory.

“oll me, Colonel,” asked the begin.
nor In polities, addressing the gray-
halred statesman, “ean n peliticlan be
honest¥"

“1 suppose 8o, my boy," replied the
vetornn, “but—ali=it isu't necessary.”
~Colller’s Weekly,

Making Allawnnees,

YpPeople do npot tike In proper ace
count,” enid the broad-minded man,
“the nervous strain under which we
live, It Is necessary to make nllows
unees for some of our publie officials.”

“That's the Idea,” rejolned Benntor
Sorghum: “And lberal allowances,
too, —Washington Star,

Fhysieal, Not Folliieal,

Doctor—"You have a perfectly sound
constitutlon, sir, but you are over
worked a Httle and run down, and that
s why your physical energies have be
gun to flag."

Petlent—"Then in my cage the con
gtitation dees mot follow the flag?
Thank you, doctor —Yonkers Herald,

No Contreteinps,

“Iow did your nephew's wedding
pass off "

“Inst splendld,”

“Were there any contretemps?”

] don't think so. [ Jdidn't see any. |
You soe we hnd the church tharonghly
cleaned up Just the wedding
took place.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

belore

fumor -

secure, and, accompanied by la
etrrhmqr“w i ! :.lnﬂld tor Park Row,

e 8 resigned,” he remarked,
with a sigh of relief,

“Whot" Inquired the eustomer, have
Ing in mind the junior partner.

“The third assistant office boy,” re-
plied the Genernl Manngoer, n note of
joy In his volee, “He's gone at last,
and T don't think he'll comw back.”

“If you dldn't want him why Qidn'§
you fire him? querled the eustomor,

“1 did—three times—bat he wonldu'd
stay fired. It was the Hmit. We got
him six wooks ago, and the ofMce has
been in a turmoll ever winee, He hag
n nnme, of courss, but no one exeept
the paymaster knows It He looks like
a prirefighter In mininture, and the
first hionr he was with us one of the
clerks enlled  him ‘Jimmy  Atliletle?
That finttered the young wreteh, and
the man that nicknnmed him was the
only one that ever was nble to Induce
bim to work excopt on the day nfter
one of the firlngs. Then be'd bully alt
the other boys and keep them out of
the wuy, and when I edlled for &
}'(‘;;nguwr in a hurry he'd present himes
golf,

“I knew, of course, that I'd fired him,
but I'm kept too busy to wait, »o T
would use lim, and there he'd be—re-
estnblishod,

“Iimmy was never known to smile,
But he had a Inugh, the loudoest, most
penetrating, and mirthless that mortal
ever listened to, When I reminded him
one day that T had discharged him the
day before he langhed, and [ begged
him to desist,

“Hig first break wan two dnys after
he wns hired. A messenger Loy
bronght an important telegiam, and
Jimmy didn't Hike his face. He bent
that boy to a whisper, and the kid
went home to have his In uries reo-
palred,

“It wasn't until the nest dar- that we
heard of the telegram, and then all
the good it did us was to give us the
lden of how much money we had lost
by its non-receipt. Jimmy yas fired
then for the first time.

“A week later T was at my desk,
when a long steel rod from n bill file
dropped beslde my band and stock
quivering in my desk. Up nbave there
wns a hole In the celling, and at that
I saw Inmmy's grinning face. He was
doing the Willlam Tell act on me. He
was fired agnin for that,

*Jimmy had an nmbition to run an
elevator. Not regulnrly—just once—
but the colored man that tends to onre
would not let him toueh the wheel, Bo
Jimmy went to him and told him that
the boss was giving orders that he bo
dismissed, The man told Jlmmy to
watch the elovator while he ran to
kquinre matters, and Jimmy had his
clinnee,

“Tuat at this moment a old womnn
stopped aboard, and Jimmy hind a pns.
Eenger to experiment on. He nearly
ran lier through the roof,

“No, ho wnsn't fired for that. The
passéngor wnas the boss’ mother-in-
Inw from Sunbury, and the shock so
nffectod her that she decided at once
to go vome, If she'd been hurt so that
she couldn't have traveled Jimmy
would have lost Lis job then for good.

“Te next time he got fired was for
putting up a target on the boller in the
cellar and shooting at it with a re-
volver,

“To-day he eame to me and sald he
wis going to resign, T asked him If he
wanted n bonus, but he sald he didn't,
He's only about as big as a plnt of
peanuts, but he sat all afternoon smok-
Ing big clgars and making the other
hoys envious, He told one of the
clerks that if T didn't glve him a ree-
ommendation he'd knock two of my
teeth In"

“Well,” sald the customer, consol-
Ingly. “he’s gone.” Then, wishing to
change the subject, he remarked;

“I was lucky to cateh you this after-
noon, You must have heen detalned.”

“Yes,” sald the General Manager, “I
walted to write a recommendation for
Jimmy Athletle”—New York Times,

Potate of Mueh Notariety.

No potato has ever galned so mueh
notoriety as Eildorado, ralsed by the
famons Beottish raiser, Mr. A. Find-
Iny, of Markineh, ‘The very nnme of
the variety was n stroke of genlus, for
it is bardly possible that the raiser, or
thoge who had the good fortune to ses
cure some of the first tubers distrib-
uted, could have imagined that in so
short a time it would change hands
at such enormonsly high prices,

Mr., George Massey, of Spalding, was
one of the very firat to obtain stock,

| and ®@om him Mr. Zachariah Gray, a

well-known grower at Everton, Sandy,
purchased a stone welght for $100.
This set the ball rolling, nnd as Mr.

In the Bliiville Backwoods. |

“How far Is L o the next town, my ,
friend "

« '‘Bout fifty acres—or better,"” l

Y1 mean—low many miles.'”

“wWell, bit wout be two, or hit mout
be six."”

“You're a big fool!”

“I know It; but=yon orter seen my
daddy!"=Atlanta Constitution,

His Proference.

The father wos giving the son some
advice,

“Now that you are starting out In
| 1ige,” sald the parent, “you will find it
| pays to cultlvate the acqualntance of
! wellto-do people.”

But the son shook Lis head.

#“No, pop.” he responded, “I will fiud
| it pays me better to cultivate the ae.
qualntance of eusy-to-do people. 1 am
going to locate tu Wall Street."—Cll-

cago News,

Findlay resolved not to further dig-
tribute Eldorado untll the antnmn of
1004, the demand for the small stocks
avallable was dgqubled and trebled, and
%0 the prices rose, Mpessrs, Dennls, the
Covent Garden salesmen, and Messrs.
I. Poad & Sons, of New York, pos.
sessed some supplies, and the latter
firm found a purchaser of four pounds
at £150 per pound, This determined
them to obinin further stock, and so
at the Smithfleld Olub show o member
of bis frm found that Mr. Massey
had a lHmited stork for disposal aud
made bim an offer of £1000 for =&
stope. Mr, Massey refused, as he
wanted £1500, but eventually the
‘bargain wus  struck at £1400, to
the satlsfaction of both parties.
Subsequently, Mr, Massey sold a relas
tively small quantity for £2000, so that
his original transaction brought him
a very handsome return—Gardener's
Magazine,




