EARLY HISTORY OF THE RENOWNED
BEECHWOODS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

An Interesting Sketch of Persons and Events now Almost Forgotten.
Written by Our Townsman, Ninian Cooper.

The following early history of the
Beschwoods Preshytorian church was
writtan by Ninlan Cooper, of Reynolids-
ville, and published in n recont ssuo of
the Brockwayville Record : '

On the 20th day of July, 1841, Rev,
John Wray and Miss Georglana Dennls
were marrled In Philadelphin, Pa
Shortly after they were morried they
b dealded to go to Indin and devote their
P offorts to the onuse of missions.  They

left Philadelphin in a salling vessel, ‘
! golng by the way of London nod tho

i Cape of Good Hope. It took them six |
months to get to the end of thelr desti- ]
pation, and they landed in n place
called Allahibad, where they sattled

of the church, IRov, Wray soomed to
b wall plonsed with the people and
they with him, nnd he expressed his
desies to preaah to them on the coming
Sabbath, There was no available pliee
to hold services at that tlme as the now
church wus then in course of erection,
that Is the chureh which was built anid
used up to the time of the oreotion of
the present chureh nt Booohwooda,

The Daptist ehureh on the bl above
Jumes Coopor's was engaged, amnd the
near the Walte
farm, which had been vsed foe a union

old log sehool house,

meating house by all donomiontions,

professlons, soots and eolors for fiftoen
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down and took up tho dutles of an ¥ m" I‘:: |‘ "IH L .II Hme, :‘" “"
n Hagea nnt e was no M 13 r

appointment. My, and Mrs. Weay W B st (Tt 1«::Im.l7 P '_' .
started in with determined and devoted | e 1| }‘” e b > . ;\ o
evious 10 the W othi ke .

hearts to tho work of their ealling, | :'Ill'l.l" to Boechwood Tam | § 1 |II L\f
- ; =l L LA} WlE, James Tl T

Arst learning the native tongue of th bl BRikolro new tiktss Bain whish

people and very diligently and succoss:
fully preaching to and teaching the
natives. They soon gained the confl-
dence and 1ospaect of the people in their
| eharge, and spent clght
years In the work.

was coitited a veory flone barn fn thove
dnys, and It wouldn't be n bod baen if it
wisre 50 u fow of the
chureh got together

and deolded thoy would bave Mr. Weay

new  to«lay.

4 mombers of the
Interesting

During that time three ehildren were | _l_';' .“:TII -:.‘:1 1t lh‘.rll“- . he T"“"‘I' '-‘_”*
born to them, two sons and & daughter 1 : I_ Ik 1wy put In blocks,
wnrds, benches, chales and anvihing
The eldest son dled in infancy. The | .o o el A i,
1 second son, Willlam, who now lives ibs A8l Soul 1'- elien o _“"' .J,.|l (
! with his sister, Mes, Ioss, In Dollais, pulplt,  Mr. Weay =l 1”“} .u
3 was then In poor health, and on his | 0 nv--w.-.hi--.l by ‘-”“'h . I;h.-‘,- .-\
sccount thinking tho change la climn morniog nond pr vl I-‘ witl .-I. . I.
would be benefiolal to hilm they deeid d e --H -\ Wil 1 L .. I;'Ill _‘,
to return to the homo of their nativie SR Badlin: thow bt i .-I Il- " 1
Tu the summer of 1849 thoy voturned Tha bt ."I‘ ¥ 1.;.I.I. ‘-". -.:- ...\ :.I..I-.. : 1‘ |_n.1
Amerfoa and locsted av Philadelphin| o 77 ':- s .‘\ _u‘r s i

whore they remained during the Gl | o o xs 34 in | th it me

and winter of that year.  About 1o '

Aravof May, 1860, thev eamoe to e sa AL this time thore were only ahv ot
gounty whore Mr., Wriy nud a biot] ¢ | S0or 05 living membors in the Beoohe-

living.

At that thme there wus no [Prosny-
terian preacher in the Beechwoods aod
Mr. Wray learniog of this fact, declded

woods  Preshy terinn ochuavely npd 1) ¥

felt very poor. -i""'l\ had just buiit 190
chiureh whieh omst wus vory hoyy on

the amull eougregation Fionlly (he

ohurch and {n the sehoolhouses until
the ehureh was somplote.

From the first organization of the
Bevohwoods Presbyterian church, Deo-
embar 2, 1832, by the Rev, Riges, thore
wors ten members ¢ Robert and Mary
Melntosh, William and Martha Cooper,
Witliam and Margiret MeConnaol, Davld
and Martha Donnison, Robert Morrison
and Susnn Keys,  The elders olected
that day were Hobert Melntosh, who
died May 4, 1524 ¢ Willlam MeConnel,
who died Feb, 8 1840 ; Robert Morrl-
son, who died Fob, 6, 1848, The noxt
election for eldership was April 24,

1807, wvhen John Hunter and Josoph
MoeCurdy ware elected, I have no

ATV H0

peeollection  when Juhn Miller was
elected eldor, From the st organi-
gation of the ehureh to the time My,

that he would take a trip up through
this section, see the Beschwoods and (1&
poople and as he wis desirous of seouring
a charge, look up the prospects in that
direction. 5o out he came arriving at
the home of Elder Joseph MeCurdy
May 25, 1850. Coming highly recom:
mended by Rev. Montgomery, of
Clarlon, and Dr, Cummings, of Brook-
ville, Mr, MeCurdy weont around with
him for several days. They culled on
& number of the people and several
members of the church, and the officors
——

members and supportors of the eliureh
and frivnds got together and they de-
elded 1o make Mr. Wreay an unnnimous
call to the pastorate of thelr chureh and
offer him £250 a year for preaching ono
half of his time in their chureh, and the
balanee of bis time ho would be five 1o
do missionary work or whatever he
should choose todo. He necepred the
onll and at onee moved his family to
Becchwoids,

the chureh hooks,  OF thnt

betlh Smith, Of the 8 who

.
Che ehureh was not guite
finished at that time and ho proached

around the congregation, In the Baptist

comotery  near Reynoldsville, 2

Weay took ohargue in May, 186, was
17 yeurs and six months, © During that
time 83 had eprolled thelr names on
number
there are only five Hving namely, James
Qooper, Ann MeCurdy, SBarn Jane Pate
ton, Mavgarat Jane Tobin, and Eliza
wara
members of the chureh at that time 04
aro Inld in the Beechwoods cemetery, 2
in the state of Town, 4 In Prospect Hill
near
Lutherdburg, 2in Brockwayville, 2 In

Olarion, 1 in Brookyille apd 1 1 kbow
ot where,

The first communion held by Mr.
Wray in the ohurch at Beochwoods was
on Sopt, 22, 1850, On that day 17 new
members wore recelved Into the ohuroh,
13 of whom have died, and 4 survive,
The decensed are : John Patterson, Tsa-
bolla Patterson, Margaret Patterson,
Goorgiane  Wray, Jane Dougherty,
Jumes Patton, Flizga Jane Patton, Mary
Ann Morvison, Ellen MeConnel, Hliza
Jane Wann, Jone Creawlord, Ellza
Stovenson and Nanoy Jane Cooper.
The survivers are : Martha Sterenson-
Kylor, of Brandy Camp 3 Mary Walte-
Hutehivon, of Fally Creek ¢ James B,
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Bulth, of Punconst, and myself,

Clarlon Preshytery met the followling
Tuesday and uppointed 0 commitiee to
install My, Weay to the pastorate of his
new chavge,  The members of the com-
mitteo were Mr. Cove, Mr, Montgom-
ery, of Clarion, nnd De. Commings, of
Brookville,  Mre Core falled to attend,
hut according to the order of Preshy-
tery Me, Montgomery and De. Com-
mings met Nov, 5, 1860, and installed
Mr. Weay, the first Preshyterian
preacher lnstalled in the Beechwoods.
Mr. Wray took up the work of hig new
charvge with enrnestness and zesl and

of his time In the Heeohwoods ohur
nnd did & great deal of misdlonary wor
all ovet the sountry, 1o Clarion, Elk md
JofMurdon vountles, He organlzed the
Presbyterinn chureh in noldaville
und preached thero !requantfy.
At this time thore wers only two
neting eldors In the ehurgh, and oo
doncons nod no trustecs. T;mm hind
boen three elders, but for some resson
ur other John Hunter had reslgned and
wits nob an aebing member of the ses.
#lon un lannr. w0 thera wore none
romadoing but Joweph MeCurdy nnd
John Millen. The time came when they
thought they shonld bave addivlonal
eldors and some dencons, and notice was
lven that on the 10th day of Ducom.
e, 1850, there would Be & congrega-
tionnl mecting and oleotlon for thres
elders and two dencons.  The clders
olocted that day wers Jamos Smith,
Juhn Melntosh and John Futehison,
They are all dend now Including the
thees formor eldors.  Joseph MoCurdy
died Fab. 26, 1862 1 John Hunter died
Apr., B0, 1860 & John Millen died Dee, T,
1868 ¢ Jnmes Smith died July 19, 1865
John Melntosh diod Dec. 28, 1872 ¢ John
Hutehison died  Aprell  19th,  1RE)
The denvons elooted that duy  woers
James Shaw and Willlnm Smith, Jumes
Shas died Auvg. 9, 1803 Willlam
Smith was elected eldor July 3, 1902,
und bs @il nethng In that capueity.
Jumes MeCurdy and] Bobert Moprlson
were pleeted elders it the same tHime
Robert Morrison eonsed neting ns sldoy
in 1871, He died Feb, 10, 1802 James
MeCurdy vemained an oldor ap tiv the
time of hisdenth Ot 27, 1902, Willlnm
Patton und mysell wars elected deacons
Foh, 22, 1863, Mr Patwon served ap to
timoe of Bis death Dee. 20, 1800, [ re-
mulned 0 dencon  until Dee. 10, 18760
when I moved to [eynoldsyille wil.
Ham Cooper, with his wife, united with
the church Nov, 26, 1852, and he was
vlected older Sept. 24, 18, and he
served Tn thab enpaelty votll his death
Aug, 6, 1875,

A sorious obwtacle to Rev,. Weny In
his work wus the fullure of his eyvesight
in 1808, His condition beewme aneh
that he could not see o rewd o wrlte
with glasses o without, and he was nd-
vlsed to go o Phildelphin foy
ment, November 4, 1848, he wont 1o
Phtladelphin snd dn oparation wis per
fovmed on his eyves, which proved sue-
copslul, snd he was ahle to see wod eond,
Unfortinntoly, before he was able to
lenve the dark room in which he was
confined, he was neglected by the nurse
In eliarge which vesulted In the sotting
I of inflamation und he beeame totally
blind. Hea returped home and with
great diMeulty prenched for two yeurs
nnd abalf, Mrs. Weay did all the rend-
ing for him and assisted in getting up
the sermons. Hov. Weay preached until
April 23, 1871 when he handed i bhis

treat

the 21 yores thore warn threo oot
lona in whieh there wore no wdditions
mades o the shupeh roll, March &, 1861,
Oot, B, 1969, June 12, 1870, During that
time thore were nlbs communions at | o
which there wis but one added 1o the
voll euoh thme @ July 1, 1800, Jumes
Pavtorson | Ovr. N 1801, Barbara
Whalte § Aug, 29, 1801, 1. B. VanLow ;
July 10, 1804, Samuel Maxwoll ; Fub,
20, 180G, Tenbelln Harkor ;. June 21,
1807, Martha Hutehlson 1 Mar, 22, 1808,
Luelndn Davghorty 1 Fob, 12, 1870,
Elizaboth Waterhouse ;| Oat, 4, 1870,
Juno Wilson,

G Durlng that time there wore twelve
oommunions nt which thers wara bot
two eheh tine thkan Into the ahureh ¢
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I sgree to replace, free of oh

Huwk Umm
proving defective or shall burn out
within twn months from purchise,
Double wire capped 20 und 206 ponts,
C. . Hall,

Sunbeam or

ere uonble to hel
'odt wao Sompretary ourcd by e RigES
L was gompletuly ou r,
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In wtomach and liver troubles,
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toka's Arug wtore,
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Nov. 24, 1864, Willinm Thorp and Mary
Aun Ross 1 Fob, 21, 1858, Mary Ann
Camphell and John Foss @ Oot, §, 1857,
Marguret Shaw and Mary Groves ; Oct,
2, 1862, Ellznboth Daugherty and Mar-
th Taoe Boss ; Jan, 3, 1804, Joho and
Unthorine Trimble § Oct. 8, 1805, Chas,
D. Calhoun wad Margaror J, Marrlson ;
Nov. 1, 1860, Willinm Buchansan and
IRobt M, Millen 1 Pab, 10, 1867, Josep-
Ino MoCurdy wad Marths Pailterson
Sept. 24, 1808, John Atwell and Ellza-
bouth MoeClure ¢ Pab, 12, 1860, W
Murstiall und Cuthineine Harker 1 July
10, 1809, Crthorine Millon and Sarah
Stevenson 5 Feh, 20, 1571, Margaret
Smith und Taaballn Patton

I the full of 18738 Hev. Weay moved
feom Bocolwoods to Beock wayville, He
died August 10, 1523, nged 49 yonrs
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Depuosits Over 810,000,000

Pittsburg Teust Dompany has eapliil,
surplos wrd profits egooed | ng 80,000,000,
Pays & por eent. interost on Savings
Deposits, subjior to withdrawnl of 8100
without notieo, mnd 2 per cont, on
Cheeking Aveounts Interest  com-
‘mmul' d semb-annunily Do wll your
mnkiog by mall. Seod for two-hundeed
yenr enlondne 14 321 Fourth Awe,
Plittshurg, Pu,

Saved at Grave's Brnink.

“I koow T wonld long migo have been
Inmy geave,” weltes Mes. S, H, Now-
som, of Dhoentur, Aln., “If it bhad not
Etectrie Bitters., For three
veirs I sallered ustold agony  from the
worst Tucms of Indigestion, wintepbeash,
stomach wnd bowel dyspepsin. But this
excellent modieine did me o world of
goud,  Sines using it | can sat heartily
and have gulped 35 pounds.”  For indi-
gestion, loss ol appetite, stomach, liver
und kldoey troubles Elestelo Bitters are
o positive, gunrantead core, Only 60
cts at 1. Alex Stuke's drug store,

buen  for

Annual Meeting,

resignntion, and reenmmended n young
mun from the Seminary nnmed Filson,
to ke his place.  Mr. Fllson was noe-
cordingly called to succeed Rev. Wray,
and he eame to Besehwoods and [m-m-fn-
ad his first sermon to the congregation
Muy 7, 1871, He used for his text “For
ye are bought with & priee, thersfore
glorify God In your body, and In your
spirit, which are God's," 1st. Cor. 020,

Rev. Wray wus the regulue pastor of
the Beechwoods Presbyterian oburch
for 21 years. During that time he held
66 commuplong in the church.  Dubing
his pastorate thero were 248 added to

REYNOLDSVILLE, PA., Do, 20, 1602,

Notiee I8 bhereby glven  that  the
regulne annunl meeting ol the stook-
holders of the Roynoldsville and Falls
Creck Rullroad Company will be held
nt the Company's office tn Reynolds-
ville, Pennsylvinin, on Tuesday, Juou-
ary 20th, 1N, /L ten o'clock w. m,, lor
the purpose of wleeting a President snd
Board of Directors for the ensulpg
yenr, und the transuction of such other
business as may properly come before
the mecting,

Lucirs W. RonNson,
Attest ; Presldent,

was vary sucecssful,  He preached half

the membership of the chueeh, During Jouxn H. WHITMORE, Seo,

nt a bargaln

Inquire nt THE STAR offios

For Sale—A power and hand ocom-
bined fodder cutter, Ingquire King & Co.

Farm for sale—The George Honry
farm In Winslow township.
100 meres: 60 aores olenred,
wegotid growth timber,
wnd wugon shed almest newt fine oreh-
urd; good water,
quire of A. G, Milliren, Reynoldsville,

For Snle—A seven room house, lotb
160 foet, in West oy noldsvllle.
Weed.
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Laowt—Hetwoon
Rathmel, & hlack wagon eover.
p{ull.nu notify W. W, Fetter, Reynolds-
vitle.
For Sale—A driviog hotse aod buggy
Tuguire st STAR ofMee.

Wanted—Girls to learn eloth pleking,
windiog and weaviog. Apply st En-
tarprise 8ilk Company offlos.

For Bale or Rent—A good property,
including a store room, on Worth street,

It contains
halunco in
House, barn

partioulars in-

plication
A maom -

ny, tho
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Heyn-
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fortn; und
time ta time
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strarting and disposing of dwellings wnd nl
kinds of bulldings, eroctions, machinery. lm:l
npplinnces. including lotern] railronds, an

the nequiring, possssaing nnd enloying of all
rights, powors, priviieges and [mmunities
conferred upon such corporntions by section
49 of the sntd Aot of Assembly of Apell 29,
1574, nnd the supnlements thereta, and for
these purposes 1o hnve, possess and on
the rights, bepefiis and privileges con
hy sald:Act of Asyemi]

ssrrn M. MoCamanr,
Decembar flst, 100
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und its supplements,
slleitor.
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WANTED-FAITHFUL 'ERSON TO TRAV-
¢l for well-estublislied house In a few coun-
thes culline on retall merchanis and agents.

Eulory #1024 n year and ex-
penses, puysblo 1950 o week In cash and ox-
Positlon permnnent. Buos.
Standurd

Loval territor

]wnm advanesd,
vsn  Bncoessful

nnd  rushing.

House, 84 Dearborn 8t., Ohleago.
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] SHEETS AND PILLOW CASES.

January Sale of Muslin Underwear, White Goods, Emhroiderie

had.

In keeping with the progressive spirit of THE BIG STORE we will, as has been our custom—a custom which we established in Reynoldsville about three years ago—conduct our

Annual White Goods Sale Beginning Next Monday, January Sth, and lasting Four Days.

To those who have attended these sales in past years we need not emphasize the many advantages
offered you, but we do want to add that this year we have made preparations to far eclipse anything yet |
attempted. Experience has taught us many lessons, We have secured a much better assortment of the
DEFENEDR MUSLIN UNDERWEAR, We have secured the best values in WHITE GGODS to be
had this year, And we have added to the White Goods Sale the best line of FINE EMBROIDERIES.,

Our line of SHEET'S and PILLOW CASES is also exceptionally strong for this White Goods Sale.

To those who have not had the opportunity offered by these WHITE GOODS SALES or have not
availed themselves of the opportunity, we will say that at no other time during the year can such values be

Muslin

Underwear

WHY THE SALE ? WHAT THE INDUCEMENT ?
Not the accumulation of odd sizes and unsalable styles of the past
season. Not a bit of it.  Fresh from the best manufacturers of the
land. No sweatshop rubbish irom the dingy lofts in the tenement
house. JUST THE REVERSE. It is the cleanest of underweur,
fresh from clean, well-ventilated lactories.
underwear cut by the best skilled artists of thecutting table. These
garments are made at the time of year when factories would lie
idle otherwise and the skilled laborers out of employment, There-
fore we say the garments are the best that American labor can
produce, being made at a time when factories are not over-rushed
with work—being cheaper because they are made when cost of
manufacture is at a minimum.

White Goods

The advanced showing of White Goods gives you an opportun”

ity to secure the goods that you may do your sewing before the
usy rush of spring with its house cleaning and many other atten-
tions. Our experience has been that best things are shown early,

A N

It is the perfection of ||

MONDAY, TUESDAY,
WEDNESDAY,
THURSDAY,
January 5th to January 8th,

1903,

Embroideries
There was a time when this valuahleaccessory to alady's
wearing apparel could not be had vntil simmer was on—
when everything was crowding itsell or immediate atten-
tion. We shall not attempt to tell vou about the Embroid-
eries as it is necessary to see in order to appreciate, They
are principally Swiss, Cambric and Noinsook | Edgirgs and

Insertings ; Baby Widths, Medium Widths and Floancing
| Widths.

. Sheets and- Pillow Cases

]

g—

T

The amount of business done on these proves thut we have
all come to realize how much more advantageously we can
buy Sheets and Pillow Cases ready made than we can buy
the material and make them. We guarantee the muslin to
be of the best material and each one torn so that in washing
it does not become three-cornered.
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