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THANKSGIVING  SERMON

PREACHED BY REV. W. F. REBER
IN THE M. E CHURCH |

|
On Thursday, November agth, 1dg7. to a
Large Conggegarion,
I everything give thanbks; for 1this b by
witLof Goel 1 tst Jesns conevrning you,' |
1 Thes. 50 18, |
These is said to be o fonting tradition |
which liogvers in some parts of New |
England, that undevtakes, in o goneeal
way, o pecotunt the orlgin of
e Thunksgiving  observanee, Tl
story goes that in the varly days of the
volony, tho people somowhere il os-
sembled foir the purpose of considering
the propricty of setting apurt & day of
humiliation amd fasting in view of the
many sorrows and ecalamitios through |
which they had recontly boon called to
pass.  This, however, was not the opine
ion of ono porson in the audlence whe
looked at things from o different view .
point. After the discission had gooe on
for sometime, ho weose wod ventoapred (o |
suggrest the proprivty of connting up the
muny nercies nml blessings that Gl
hind so abundantly showernsd down upon
their pathway.  So deoply did he soe
peid in Impresaing his thoought apon
the minds of those prosent, that they |

l'nv

conelnded w ehnege things about, and
they uppointed n day of Thanksgiving
instend of a doy of monrning.  From
this loeal efvenmsetance, the teadition
would have us beliove, onr Novembeare
Thanksgiviog arose.  This, however, is |
not  historieally correct.  As is well |
koown, the Mest seeviee of this kind
ok place in the wutumn of 1621, aboat
ten monthe after the Pllgrim Fathers
landed at Plymouth Rock. '
We are much mors prone to dwell on
our calamitios rather than our blessings
und to chovlsh o splrit of mourning and
vepining rather than one of geatitude |
und thanksgiving. Yet, such a spivit
ix Torelgn to the genivs of the Christian
raligion. A spivit of gladness shonld |
selze overy man nnd woman on Thanks-
giving Day. The Church, as on Fuster |
moralng, should drop its Lenton sevi-
ousness wnd  burst forth In jubilum
songs of hewrty praiso. 1t has boen o
yeur In coming, let it ho ushered in
with symphoniec music. Tt is not o day |
to enlarge on the spots of our eiviliz-
tion, or to comment on the sins and |
follies of the oation. 1t i a joyons day.
Lot us turn to the bright side of life,
and with eyes and cars attuned attemp!
1o eatch the steains and glimpses of the
hotter day. The whole Bible throbs
and beats and sueges with the intensest
costaoles of joy from it to last,
Whenever yon meet with o morose,
gloomy Chrlstian, you muy rest assured
thut there s something wrong, ilis
health is bad or his religion is our of
avder, Helr to all the sonshine in this
world, helr to every promise in this
dear old Book, helr to u foresight thi
noles the speverow when It falls, and 10
the Providenes which counts the vopy
hairs of his head. Hoe is helr also to the
glories that are yoi to be revonled. With
all this within him, beneath him, about, |
him, above him, how cun u ohild of God
Asone has suid, “Evory day
should be a note of Joy, every weok a
bar of musle, every month o line of
melody, every year a complete stanza,
and Hfo itselfl one swoot. long, heautiful
Pualm, & prelude to the anthemn sung
sbove. And when we turn to the
prophsey of Isalah whut u charming |
song greets our ears und what o porfect
ploture meets our vision. A gifted
writer has phrased it most beautifully:
“The princely son of Amoz, with the
lnurel on his brow, the Immortality of
gonius In his bosom, sings in a melo- |
dious way of tho royal vweign of heaven |
in the soul. His vibrant yoico gives |
utterance to words electric with thci
majesty of great ideas,  Visions ecstat-
In lmagery the
‘most beatiful and forcible, he paints the
new Time—the redemption of society
upon this earth. He gives his voice

! and streams, his incense to
Ahe flowers. [ounimate nuture is repre-

pess. Iostead of thorns to cut and
Incerate, tho old prophet saw fir troes,
; ols of besuty, majesty and good-
Instead of the brier, he saw the

with its glossy leaves, ite snowy

oms and pleasant odors. Instead
mountaine of misery rearing their
shere were mountalns clad in
ure, dripping with wine snd fHow-
g with milk. Instend of fircloss,
bs8 homes, there were homes of
. Lips unaccustomed to song
ng the heavenly hallelujahs."

bt evidently had in mind the
the ripeness of Mussluh's

. Let uw bo thanklul to-day

les that are gone ond for

vé s goncrously coutrib-

1 that selence helnga before

| shall be for ment”

ting for us In Reynoldsville to elose onr
Bibles for a moment, snd let geology
wpeak for s litthe with her lips of stone.
We know that there was an abundanes
of plants and trecs on the eneth doving

the great geologie nges long bofore man |

appearcd.  The foll ovidenes of this is

woon {0 the fossil remains yot fonnd in the |

Lroek uod fo the vist conl doposits that

have been enrefully stowed nway In the
collurs of the eneth.  Daring
puarlogd there §s, however, no
wrnins, or frait-bonring trocs

waorthy of the pume.

tenee of

stnmens and platile nee nlone necessary
for =ced, nnd the beautifol corolla is
sequired Tor none of these
Instuntly. when man wias ercatod, how-
ever, wll the geafos wod feals wnd Now-
ors e o the enrth and wont forth in
procossion to meet and geeot lom at his
uwppearing, A heantiful  pleture this
Our
IFuther above has spread out i table i
the wilderness for his nowly-areivid
wirest, and fuenished that bl with
the chodeest food, and heapod it up with
the richest frolt nod  weenthod  and
odorped it with the enrest. lowers, and
man ewme nod sat down ot this table,
nnd howed his head and  wordhifpped

PP,

!

| This Is where goology finds hore st

Thanksgiving sorviee,  Now
the begloning of our Bibles,  “Bohold!
I have glvim you overy horh-boneing

| soedd which = apon the faee of all the

wirth, und every bree in which is the
fenit of u trve yiolding seed to you it
So that geology
Desesompies i commuentary on Genesis, and
they both tell the one wondrous story.
All the plenty stored up o the grana-
ries of the world to-day are as truly
Ciod's gifts of love to man us were the
mivaculons supplics wrought by Chlst
when He was on earth. In the small
supply of seed grain muoltiplied into
the abundant harvests that hoave just
heen waving golden over evory valloy
and hillslde and plain, we have had
again wrought before our eyes, on a
i vastly grander seale, the same miracle
by which the hungry thousands were
fod on the greonsward by the Galilean
we.  The same miraculous draught
nguin rewards the fisherman's toil.

Some one has said, “Could we only
discorn things us they really are, every
mountain would hecome to us a Sloal
whenee Johovah yet thunders forth His
law; overy valley would become to us &
viile of Sharon, where the rose and
1illes blodm: every tres would be to us
i hurning bush: every nightly gem of
Hght would be to us a Bethlehom star:
overy soa would yet be trodden by the
Mustor's foet and stilled by his com-
mundi we would find sormons In stones,
hooks in running brooks, and good in
evorythiog "

One thought more belore leaving gen-
oral ponsldermtions. A suggestivo weiter
Dis called artention to the anspenkable
weene of utter desolation which prosent-
ol Trsedl before Nonh when he come out
of the wrk on Aravat und stood amid
the weeeknge of a perishod  werld.
Would not u fecling of tervible Insecur-
ity tiso up within him#* What s the
use of goipg out and building cltles o
vultivating flelds when at any moment
unother dolnge mway sweep everything
away before 167 In that uwful houe of
dread aod  wneertwinty, the patrinreh
turned to his God und bullt an altar oo
the mountain top and knelt down beside
the smoking suerifice and bowed his
hewd and made supplication. Then a
voice spoke out of the troubled sky:
While the enrth remaineth, seed thne
and harvest, and cold uod heat, and

| summer and wintor, aud day and night,

shall not cense.  Enoh vipened head of
grain from thut duy to this s o stand-
Ing witness that God has kept his word.
And will he keep covenant with vvery
blude of grass In the fleld and overy
tree In the forest and vvery bird in the
wir and every porlshing cresture on the
earth, and shall he not keep coveonant
with man, ereated in His own likeness,
redeemed by the blood of Hisown son,
and helr to immortality? Every leaf
und blade und stalk about us should re-
buke our unbellef. “Have falth in
God" we the words of the Master.
“The word of the Lord ondureth for-
ever.”  Who can behold the miracle of
God's bounty and His endurlng faithful-
ness without geatitude apd wonder?
Lat us foe) that each barvest has come
as truly and directly from Him as did
the manna which fell in the wilderness,
und lot us pause to-day to offer Him our
warmest thaoksgiving.

II. This Thaoksgiving Day Is pecu-
larly an American institution. Tt re-
our ut o stated time of ench year und
I obsorved as w nutional hollday. Since
the reign of our salnted Lincoln it has
been strletly obsorved by the natlon.
We had much to call forth our gratitude
then, but to-duy we have stlll more.
Wo wore a nation shattered thon, to-
doy wo e sblld rock, * * " How-
aver great our population may uvow

dpin W |

all that |

or lowers |
Indeed, the hlos |
son 8 no vssentinl part of the flower; |

[woolens were away down in price,

A D. Deemer & (0.

Colder weather is here, Fall and Winter Garments are needed.  Here's the place to get them. The fact that
onr goods wear twice ag long as those sold by other dealers is in itself conclusive evidence of the matchless inducements
we offer,

at
#=5.()() Strictly all wool and cut
We

less than

i -
See the Men's Suits we sell Ovel‘lcoa 'l‘s
That Excol in Style and Quallty, ‘That's the kind we
have, the kind we built our reputation on. We have
them from

i$3.50~ to $15.00

They ave made of medinm and heavy-weight Meltons,
Cheviots, Kerseys, Cassimeres, Mixtures, Ete., all
well trimmed and made throughout; in fact, any
other store in this town will ask yon from %2.00 to
%400 more for these same overcoats than we sell

them at,
Then we have some better ones |\ BRSED - PRESERVE YOUR HEALTH -
m L] L] 4 1 4 ¢ |

m.36'00' 7‘09 aﬂtﬂ tsal’olo ”lluml " & Protect yonrself against sudden changes in the weather. so
“:"'“ qick """"' "_ BIYRSYy R WOD ; Leommon this time of the year. hy wearing the proper weight
Cassimeres, Cheviote and Meltons, 'Underwear. We have it,  Over 300 cases, all hought by
cut in popular sack styles, lined, (s direct from the manufacturers before the recent rise in
trimmed and finished in a splendid prices.  These all go on sale this week at prices lower than
manner. Kach suit perfect fitting.

| present wholesale figures,
each button hole done with care, for men's serviceable| 506
]

- ] T "
256, natural wool Under natural

See onr big line of Men's Working and Dress | wear, value 50¢. vilte T8¢
for men's fancy, heavy-weight Underwear, nice

Gloves, |
Also our big line of Men's Heavy and Dress Shirte,
f and soft as velvet, 6 different colors, pearl buttcn
nish, value %1.50,

Also over 3,000 pairg of Boys' Knee Pants, Iron-clad
. (]
Millirens.

and All-wool.

'In making a selection

in the very latest Fall styles

conldn’'t sell them for '
#8.00 if we had bought them as
But

We hought ours when

other houses bought theirs,

we didn't.

To«day the manufacturers ask more
at wholesale for these goods than
we sell them at retail.

for men's extra fine
pure camel's hair or
wool  Underwear,

'of Goods for

Fall and Winter Wear

Wish to call your attention to their new line|
of goods, inclnding Faney Dress Goods of all
the latest designs and patterns, Ladies,’
Misser' and Children’s Wraps—these have
been selected from the best houses in New |
York, Cleveland and Pittsburg, and know |
they will be sure to please, not only in np-:
pearance, but in price. We also have a full |

line of
|

|
!

UNDERWEAR

It is important that the choice should be made from a thor-
oughly up-to-date and well assorted stock. Then
there is no possibility of getting goods of

for ladies, misses and children in flecce-lined doubtful style. Our offerings of

and natural wool. Also Blankets in cotton
¢ and wool, at the very lowest price,

'DRESS GOODS,
LADIES’ JACKETS
AND CAPES

Can be accepted as being absolutely correct, care
having been taken to secure exclusive, but popular
styles. In every department the articles presented
will be found of a quality to command approval.
Prices are wonderfully small for such value. Such
goods as we have will serve better purpose else-
where than on our shelves, and we sacrifice
profits to make quick sales,

Overcoats,

Boys’ Reefers,

and a full line of Gents’ Furnishing Goods.
We have faith in the guality of our goods and
have evidence that the people have the same
confidence by the large sales made, not only
to our Reynoldsville patrons but also to the
aurroundil:g towns and villages.

All are co lall! invited to examine our line

of goode.




