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AWFUL ABSINTHE, -

THE HORRIBLE DRUG WHICH IS POP-
ULAR IN FRANCE,

s Chiel Ingredient 1s Waormwond, nnd Tt
Polsons the Bdy and Rurns Away (he
Brains of Tts Viethms— The Wiekedest In-
toxieant In the Warld,

During the Algorinn war, which last-
od from 1844 to 1847, the French army
were more in dangoer from African fo-
vors than from Algerian encmies.  Sey-
eral things were tried s antidotes or
proventives by the skillful army physi-
vinnk,  Finally nbsinthe was hit on us
the most effective febrifuge.

The soldiers wore ordered to mix it
in smnll guantities three times a day
with the ordinary French wine. The
luoklesa happy-go-lncky privates grow
to like their wmedicine, which at first
they swore at bitterly for spoiling with
its bitternoss that beantiful purple vine-
gar they fondly fancy is wine. But
when abainthe alone hegan to uearp the
time honored placo of elaret in the af-
foctions of the Froneh nrmy the evil be-
onme an unmixed one,

Absintho straight ns a bwwornge is »
direly differont thing from  alsinthe
mixed a8 o medicine or an vecasional
tonie.  The victorions army on their
trinmphnl retorn to Pavis browght the
habie with thow, It i now so wide-
sproml throngh all olusses of Parisian
socicty—and Parls  gives the ouo  to
Franco—that Fronchmen of golencs and
publicists vegard the constom of alsintho
tippling as o vast notional evil,

The consogquence of the nee-—ani use
of this drug ripens to abuse, even with
men of unusnal will power—has begn
in France disustrons to a dreadful de
groe.  Many men of remarkablo brils
Haney have offered up their brains and
their Hyeaan the Hyid altar of alsintho,
Bandolnive, who translated all Poo's
waorks into French, had terribly gro-
tesqne passion for the plonsant groen
poison, I one of his mad froaks this
minor French poot actually painted his
hair the saome ting as the beverage that
corroded his brain, possibly from an
odd fancy to have the outside of his
lm;ul correspond with or mateh the in-
side.

Alfred do Musset, who was the French
Byron, plus o tenderer, naiver touoh,
alio fell a viotim to the drog after
George Band gave the inal kmash to his
fragmentary heart. Guy de Mnupassant
is reparted to have borned his hrains
away with the samo emeraldine flames.
Tho bruin disease caused by this drog is
considerod almost inourable, Far worse
than aleohol or opium, it can only be
compared to coonine fur the fellness of
its clutch on poor humanity,

Yot wo take it occasionally as an
after dinner settler of digestive debts in
this country, and quite often ns an ap-
petizer or tonfo before meals, while in
New Orleans, thronghout the older quar-
tor, little cabarets, devoted almost ex-
clusively to the sale of it, are quite
ocommaon,

What, thap, s this dreadful drink
composed of, and how is it made? The
answer i8 easgy enough, thongh the proo-
o685, to insare perfection in the evil, is
not s0. Absinthe may bo technically
deseribed ns n redistillation of alooholio
spirits (made originally from various
things — potatoes, for instance), in
which, to give it the finul character,
absinthinm with other aromuatic herbs
and bitter roots are ground up, ar mao-
erated, in chemist lingo,

The chief ingredient is the tops and
leaves of the herb Artemisin absinthinm,
or wormwood, which grows from two
to four feet in great profusion under
cultivation, and which contains » vola-
:l‘lﬁnll. abginthol, and a yellow,

With wormwood enlled shsinthites,

Tre gome parts of Germnny wormwood
g weod in Hen of hops for the brewing
of cortain hramds of beor, and it nngoes
tiomably hoa valuable tonie propertios,
Abinthe is made almost overywhere,
oxeopt in the oxtreme tropios, and the
New York varicty ie just ns gool—or
bvdl—as any.  The duty on Fronch ab
sinthe 18 very high—£12 n cnso of o
dozen bottles

The first effocts of it ars n profound
sorenity of towgior and a alight height-
ening of the mental powers, esupled
with bodily inertine This s the general
rule: but, 08 & famons physician onee re-
morked of o drondful disorder in his
lecture room, ‘‘Glentlemen, the chief
glos of the beantiful disease I am now
explutaing is the rémarkable yvariety of
e manifestations. "'—New York World

When the World Was m Cube.

To n person who rends modern boolks
and modern liternture in general, nod
who has never had either time, opportu.
nity or inclination to strike off iuto the
bypaths which were so froquently and
industrionsly followed by anclent writ
ord, thinkers and dreamors, the honding
of this “note’ will bo an enigme
Withont further speenlation, however,
and following the desire which should
always o nppermost in evory writer's
mind—that of at oneo gotting the sub
Jeot itself bofore the reader—I will say
that there was o time, conturies ginee,
of eonrse, when the lenenod men of the
worlid really tanght that the waorld was
a #qoare, not mercly fOat, but that it
wis a eubo,  The primitive goographors
of Egypt, Assyrin ond Ching all tanght
that the world was o “square plane, **
evidenee of which moay e found on
thousands of aneient monments in the
conntries mentioned, as woell as in their
mncient  monuseripts, upon  their  in-
soribod tablots of clay and other oarly
literary romnins

One of the most earions  discoveries
over mnde in Centeal Amorien ooneorn-
ing Tolteo Leliof, symbols, ote,, 18 that
thoy nleo il o similng ides concerning
the form of what we now spenk of ns
the “globe. ™ A lato writer on the dis
eoveries made among the monumental
ruins of that conntry saps, “They
fmonning the Poravians, Tolbees and
Quiches) belleve tho warld to 1 n eube,
suspended from the heavens by cords of
gold fastenod to each of its corners, *'—
Exchange,

Migher Education,

We have now o high schoal for the
oulture and dovelopment of feminine
benuty, At this boauty colloge the faie
pupils nre tavght the seienes of impart-
ing the highest degree of graoccful ox-
prossion to their features and move-
ments.  The young ladics are tanght
how to speak—i. e, without pnlling
faves—and how to prononace difounlt
words in the most bewitching mauner.
One of the most difficult words is the
simple "potata *' Two hours are barely
sufficient to noquire noorreot and agroee-
able pronunciation of the name of this
homely tuber. The professors at the col-
lego have discovered that musio lends
a peouliar charm to the expression of
the countenance, But the difficulty lies
in the choice of the compositions. La-
dies of fair camplexion grow melancholy
as thoy listen to Chopin, Wagner is
gpecially ndapted to dark Indies. His
'polychromatic music imparts the req-
uisite softness to bruncties,'’ rendering
them charming snd plinble. The lar-
goest attendanee 1s found, however, at the
leotures where the pupils are ghown how
to sléeep—that is to say, with » swoet
expression and in n graceful pose.  Un-
fortunately wo are not told by what
means this delightful accomplishment is
to be aoquired. —Frankfurter Zeitung.

A Comparison In Years,

How strange our ideas of growing old
change ns we got on in life! To the girl
in her teens the riper maiden of 25
soems quite aged. Twenty-two thinks
86 an “*old thing, "

nnd yefusod to attompt o foray on thoss
nights. o wo coneludmd that the onl
prits ware members of the enmp and
knvw nll thot was going om.  After ar
riving ot that conolusion wo mmdo it a
practice to oollect all  portable property
futo convenlont groups amd guard it
earefully,

In the outfit we had a large stosm
pile driver, n heavy piece of machinery
wlifficult to teansport oven onder the
most  favorable  olronmatances—whioh
wo did not deem nocessary to guned, never
for a moment thinking the thieves
would attempt to make away with it
But, ns subseguent events showed, wo
hiel underrated Mexican aequisitive-
nese,

It may bo well to explain that a pile
driver is n sort of derrick varying in
height from 60 to 76 feet. It weighs
sovern] tons nnd is held in an upright
position by strong guy topes.  Thin pile
driver was located in advanee of the
onmps and probably o quarter of n mile
from the nearest,

Ono bright moonlight night the eamp
was nronsed by an unearthly nolse and
A heavy crash, the disturbaneo seeming
to come from the dirdetion of onr pile
driver. We lmmedintely surmisod some
dovilmont, knowing, nswe did, that the
Hgronsers'” were none too friendly to
“los gringos, "' w0 thoy ealled the Ameri-
onnd.  Four of ns hastily arose, buekled
on our revolvers, and with a winehestor
apiece moved on the enemy,  When we
reachold o knoll o fow rods from nnd
overlooking the loeation of the distorb.
ance, wo “limbered up' our artillery
and eautiously peered over the knoll,
expecting to seo o band of Indians or
“areasors" doing some kort of moliclons
wark mid wore folly detormined to an

nonnee oonr  disspproval with a hot
brondside from the winehesters  What
wo did geo when wo viewed the geos

of the commution surprised us more
than would have tho whistling of n fow
bullets around onr heads,

Tho Mexicans had nttompted to steal
our pilo driver nnd had lwought o toun
of burres to drag it away. Thoy of
cotrgo pladod the tewm in the wrong
pesition, eut the gny ropes and the pile
driver fell squarnly neross tho backs of
the poor Hitle burros, smashing them ns
flak ns tortidlos (pauealos).

After that our pile drivers were safo
in Mexico,—Chicago Record,

Hao Got Turnip Seed,

There {8 gentloman in Alexandrin
who involunturily started a farm, It
happenod this way: His front yard jvas
ns barren of gross os Dill Nyo's hood is
of nny hirsuto adornmoent, With n view
to having it green and pretty ho went
over to the agricultural department anid
begged somn lawn seed, which wero
willingly given him by Heoretary Mor-
tan. Ho then returned home, nnd with
much sntisfaotion nnd expectation plant-
ed them. Pictures of n beantiful green
lawn and peighbors green with envy
were conjured up before his fanciful
mind, and ho watched the beaming sun-
shine and refreshing April showers with
the decpest intarest.

In » fow days the sprouts began to
show above the earth. But they wore
very carious looking sprouts, and they
seomod abont as much like blades of
grass a8 o spade 18 like s pick. The gen-
tleman begun an investigation. The
sprouts began to grow with rapidity,
and in & few weoks there was more pros-
pect of having o vegetable gnrden than
o lawn, Authorities were consulted,
and after a time it was dikcovered that
Mr. Morton had mado n mistake, In-
stend of grass ho had presented the
Alexandrign with tarnip sced. —Wash-
ington News.

Ho Know Boys.

The boy had applied for a job.

"We don't like lazy boys around
here, "’ said tho boss. **Are you fond of
work?"

“No, sir,"" responded the boy, look-
ing tho boss straight in the face.

“Oh, you're not, nin't you? Well, we
want o boy that is, "

"l‘rl“'v ‘iﬂ.ﬁ “,‘u .lld "he w do‘_

y.

“'Oh, yes, there are. We have had a
half dozen of that kind here this morn-
ing to take tho place we have.''

*"How do yon know they are?”’ naked
the boy,

||Twmmnn

“80 conld Iif I was like tham, but
I'm different. I ain't o liar,’" and the
o e s Bt e Py

enargy got
woit Free Pross.

to recovor any valoe from these tallings,
which still eomtained over 60 por cont
of the mineral. Now, however, the nse
of additional plates and tabilon ndds te
the total receipts, which are farther in
erensed by the introduotion of blankaots,
in the nap of which some of the riches
are  moechanieally eollected,  Though
arwde, this is an improvement upon th
method of colleating gold in the Malny
iMlnnds, where the washings ewoept over
pristrate womon, in whose hair the
mutal was canght. On wvery Bunday the
ginnt pestlos nre hung up for rest, while
the mercury gold alloy is seraped off the
plates,  After straining, the nmalgnm i
of wlmokst the eansistency of thick eorn.
menl muosh and eomtaing abont one-
fourth of its weight in invisiblo par
tieles of gold.  From the results of eaoh
woek's run the mercury I8 distilled,
loaving n beantiful, porous cako of metal
of the sive of o basobnl), as the fruits of
prospecting for, mining and stamping of
porhaps 200 tons of oro.—Cassier's
Magnrine.

s Order,

A speaker who has planned an ad-
dress for o mnltitnde and finds kimsel
confronted with but a single saditor
somaetimes fails to rendjust his remnrks,
and tho resnlt is apt to e Indicrous
A little story illustentive of this point is
told in conneetion with a former presi-
dent of the University of North Oaro
linn.

One day as this dignified and stately
personnge was walking abont the onm-
pus he observed an unlivwial seeemblage
of students ut some little distance.  He
did not hasten his stops, but prooeedod
slowly toward them, with his hoad down
and his eyes apporontly bent in contem
plation of his own boots,

When this leisurcly proceeding had
bronght bim  ta the spot whers the
students had been gathered, anly one
Youug man remained, the others having
previpitately departod.

The president raiscd his hoad and sor
veyl the solituey calprit with apparent
soverity, although the yonng mon al
wiys contended that he deteotid a twine
klos in his keen eyes,

S8 sudd the president In & come-
monding tone, “‘instuntly  disporso te
your soveral places of abode, ™

Diflioult though the feat required
curtidoly wis, the yomng mon excouted
it to the Lest of his ability by “‘dis-
persing'’  without further deluy, —
Youth's Companion,

A Legnl TIIt,

The following mmiable eontost oo-
cured in Westminister hall hetween
Lord Campbell and an eminent gueen’s
counsel. The notion was one brought to
recover for damages done to a carriage
which the Q. C, ropeatodly called n
brong ham, pronouncing both syllables
of the waorl brougham, whercupon
Lord Campbell pomponsly observed:
“Broom is the more ususl pronuncia-
tion. A oarringe of the kind you mean
is generally and not incorrectly called o
broom. That pronunciation is open to no
grave objeotion, and it has the great ad-
vantage of saving the time consumed by
uttering an extra syllable.'' Half an
hour later in the samo trial Lord Camp-
bell, alluding to a decision givem in a
similar aotion, said, “‘In that the car-
ringe which had sustained injory was
an omnibus''— “Pardon me, my lord, "
interposed the Q. ., **a onrringe of the
kind to which you draw attention is
usually termed s ‘bus.” That pronuncia-
tion {8 open to no great objection, and
it haa the great advantage of saving the
time consumed by uttering two extra
syllables. " The interruption was fal-
lowed by o roar of laughter, in which
Lord Campbell joined more heartily
than any one else. —Argosy.

“Dyed Mik” For Londoners.

A writer reveals some of the secrets
of the milk trade us discovered by him-
self in an attempt to run o London dai-
ry upon honest principles. His first dis-
covery was that all London milk has to
be "‘dyed"’ to suit the London fancy.
This is effected by mixing about ane
teaspoonful of liquid *‘anotta, " vogetn.
ble dye of a harmless nature, with
every cight quarts of milk.  In vain he
explained to his London cnstomers that
the color of most milk is white.
*They that my white milk was
‘chalk and water’ and other people'’s
‘orenm colored’ milk was creamy, bean-

tiful, rich and fresh. My was
akimmed, etc. I gave way in this thing
alone. I gave them their hearta'
=—tho cream oolored milk.'

even' g homr of ropose. Thero are in-
struments heore of ol chnenotoeseroido
violing and banjos fhioned By siavige
handg, and duinty Iyres inlaid with gold
and mother of pearl, instraments which
have played their part in aneient core-
monies in furawny Indin and China, in
the onstles of the middle ages and in the
African wildorness. It s interesting to
noto that nll nations have teied to make
Instruments to plonso the ove as well
ns to profduce sweot sounds, The stringed
instroments and flotes of eavage raoes
are often gratesqune and even ogly to
civilized eyes, but the poor savage did
his host.  He onrved his instroments as
well ns he comld and also adorned (¢
with whatever precions trinkets he had
in his possession.—H. 8. Conunt in St
Nichaolns,

Care of Cartalne and Portieres.

When any cleaning or sweeping is in
progress, the heavy curtaing and por-
tieres ghonld bo remaved and after being
Mioroughly trushed and shaken ghopld
b nllowed to hnng in the air antil the
rooms are cleaned and rendy for their
return. Heavy hangings will nbsarb the
odor fraom eigur smoke or from any food
which mny he cooking, and the greatest
care thomld therefore be taken that they
be kept well aired. The doorway cur-
taine may be so ensily removed and
placed in position again that thore
shonld be no exonse for any nopleasant
ofor being sttached to them, —Jamos
Thomson in Ladies" Home Journal,

Too Competent.,

A duchees requiring a lady's madd
bad an interview with one, to whom,
after having examined her appearance,
ahio said:

“OI eonrse yon will be able to dress
my hair for me?’

O, yes, " repliod the girl, 1t never
takes mo moro than half an hour to dress
o Indy's hair. "'

“Half an hour, my child!"' exclaimed
the dochess in acoents of terror. ' And
wlint on eavth then shoald I he abie to
o with mysolf all the rémainder of the
morning " —London Tit-Bits

Fenolng Little Ones,

Fencing g tho latest fad for little
girls, whose older sisters have long bwen
experts in the art.  Eveu tiny oreatures
of T or & are now tanght to put them-
selves en goarde and mnko thets thrusts
with delightful recklessness. In fact,
the fin do siccle littlo maid s quiten
marvelons prodact of the times with her
riding, foncing, ballet doncing, eto.,
and it will be corious to seo what will
be the offect of these Tsms of the day ou
her later development. — New York
Wm-ld.

Belflsh Opposition,

Especially in  thoss women who ars
alwaya at work opon publie opinion by
lettors, speeches and writings does ap-
position to woman suffrage seem selfish
and narrow. They exeraise the largest
liberty of affecting the public for them-
selves, but they wonld deny to the
masses of women even the secret ballot.
=~Boston Transoript.

A Polnter.

Unless » gentleman is a lady’s escort
he should never offer to pay her car
fare, as it places her under an obligation
the may not desire, and for which &
cents s a poor remuneration. Tho in-
tention is kind, but the act intrusive —
Table Talk,

The Radcliffe library has a volume of
immense interest to bachelors, It is the
work of an unknown aathor and is en-
titled *“The Art of Governing a Wite,
With Sondrie Rules by the Obscrvancs
of Which She May Be Kept From
Usurping the Powers Which Appertain
Unto Her Lord and Master. "

A spring of marvelously pure water
discovered on the farm of ex-Congress-
man Carlos French, near Seymour,
Conn., has been analyzed by Professor
Chittenden of Yale college and pro-
nounced to be the purest water yet an-
alyzed in Americn

‘I like to look at you,'' said n dear
little girl to a stately woman one day.
““Why?'" asked the latter, pleased at the
childish confidence. *'Because your oyes
Are s0 green,'’' was the unexpected an-
swer.

Btatisticians estimate X
not less than 60,000 barrels of
:d-wdu

for {llumination,




