CHINESE ETIQUETTE.

DELICATE WORK FOR A MONGOLIAN
MASTER OF CEREMONIES,

A Uompliented Syutem of Battons, Ban-
mers wnil Conteaf Avms Which Are Used
te Iealgunte Bank  Confusion  Oves-

#lomed by the Parohnss of Inalgnine

Nothing la more ecomplieated than
Chinows  etiguotte,” said D, Fadwand
Bedlon, excomanl to Amoy.  “A mastor
of Debrott pnd Buarko v n vovies boside
a Colostin] master of ceromonios, Novor.
theless the lutter's ayatem is definite, iF
lnborate, aul he hivennny offiein] Lol
maehs whoroby to phope his cotrse, One
of the most important of these s the
button whidch s worn by evory mandarin
on the top of his bat,  Each of the nine
rivnles b dts partionlar button, and the
gecond degree of the first and second
ranks are also markoed by separate but-
tons, The offieinl list is an followas:

“First Hank  First degree, light corml red
¢ meeond degros, deep cornl red batton
d Rank - First degreo, lHght crlmson
wocomil degree, dark orimson intton, |
SPhied Mank -Both, Hght clear blue,
“Fourth Hank—Dark prossian hion.

S L -Quarte, glase or erydal,

WO pague white

“ayventh and Kight b Ollded, yellow orgolil,

“Ninth - Hilver or sllver white,

o1t will bo soen that n red button in- |
diontes high rank, The rank in genoral
fn personnl eather thnn oflloial,  Thus,
for example, & taotatahip s an offfice of
the third rank, and its button is w light, |
elear blue, Yol many tuotatds, i not o
mnjority of the clivw, are decorated with
red buttons, It even happons that a per-
gons of the second rank, through mislor
tune or political vicksitades, will hold
an office of thefifthor slxth rank, Insnch
w came ho wonld still woar his red batton,
and in many officind events would be
proeceded by an official of @ durk blue or |
eryatal bintton,  For this rowson it is
ofton very diffionlt to tell the official
rank of mandaring by thedr buttons,
Nor s the diffienlty lessened by the sm-
broidersd insignin upon the wenring np-
purel,  This is more elubprate than the
buttons, but, like the laiter, does not
discriminate betweon rank and position,

“To overcome the difienlty the Chi- |
neso resort 1o several expedients, One s
the card on which lswritten a full state.
went of the owner's rank, degree snd
position, Huch a card in English might |
read, ‘Hmith, barenet, judgn of session, |
Devon.' Another vonsists of having the
wane facts paimted upon the lanterns
with which all chairs aro provided,
These can be moad with equal ease day |
wr night. The third is used for the in- |
Hormation of the public and consiats in
Thaving the nume and all ¢itles cnrvd |
in large, bold characters on long red
boards, which are carried by coolies,
Mundaries who have mesived many hon.
ors will Trequently have an many as 90
of these red boards.  Where an official
has retired from serviee hio s still en-
titled 20 place thess Doards at the en-
tranceof Lis vresidence, A fonrth mode
rescmbles the preceding wnd applios to
Junks or vessels o which o mandarin
tenvids,  The charactors are writton
upon flngs, which are fostonsd to tho
mst sl elsowbiere in Hea of ordinnry
bunting, When the presont governor
of Formuosa loft Shanghal on the stegmor
Bmibth, vo loss than 30 banners of this
elnss wore thang to the breoge from the
wasts and other parts of the bout,

“The embroidered insignias of rank
and position are placed upon the frout
and back of officiel robes, They must
be of the finest workmuanship and so well
exectited us to show the design clenrly
and securately,  The general design for
a oivil officer is & bird, and for a mili-
tary officlal & quadruped animal, Thu,‘
civil list 18 ns follows, ranks and not de-
gress being diseriminnted; W

“Firmt—A Mantchoorian omne, Second—A
golden phonsant. Third—A peacock. Fourth
=A wild goose.  ¥ifth—A sllver phoasant.

Blxth - A young egrol.  Soventh—A quail
Elglith—A long tailed Juy. Nigth—An orlole.

*The military list rons;

“Firat~A unloorn. Second—A Hon. Third-.
A leopard. Fourth—A tiger, Fifth—A blark
bear. Sixth—A tignr cat, Seventh—A mottied
bear. Elghth-—-A ssal. Ninth—A rhinocoron

“These insignisg have been used from
thme immenorial, while the buttons are
f ereation of the Mantehoo oomguerors of
China, It is a singular fuct that both
the lon and the rhinocoros ove stranugers
to the latter country, The linit of their
habitat scoms to be the Ganges and 1o
have hoen %o siuae the tertiary period,
Tho knowledge af these animals by the
Chinese wis mequired long before the
Christian era, when lurge floets of junlks,
naval, pirate or commercial, went {rom
Cantor 1o nearlyevery port in Hindoo-
stan aed often brought back these and
other wild beasts.alive,

“A csuse of cenfusion in the nse of
buttons.and insiguins lies in the ever in-
oreasing power of wealth to sacure these
honors by purchase. Originally they
meant pedigres, wilitary heroism, goner-
alship or intellectusl ability, literary
enlture or eminent philanthropy. Their
awnership indicatod distinetion of some
kind to u high degree. This is sono long-
er, Awbitods officials are permitted to
wear them im high honorary ranks, In
Cavton and Hankow several magistrates
of the seventh rank have purchased the
vight and now wenr light blue bottons,
Ope, & very rich Cantonese, uncon-
scionsly reflects upon the decadence of
the lines by using as o hutton & maguifi-
cent supphire worth o king's ransow,
Even private citizens are allowed to grut-
ify tbelr vanity in this manner, A

“wenlthy tea taster in Tusni, whose ed-
ucution would not allow him to becowe
an official of the lowest oluss, seoured the

vilege of wearing a dark blue button
poying s beavy sum of money to the
zwuu that be  He is said to have paid
wn §20,000 for the banble."—Wash-

saw him enter

house and five

Politeman—No, but 1 fnﬂowm

| bo s indestructible as the oarth itsolf,

UNGLE BAM'G WINE CELLAR,

e Doesn’t Drinde ik 00e Bps Lots of Hare
Winies on Mand,

A phosty silones petyades tho glnee,
BE b Mk e mhlenes of the tomb,  The
outside world secinn already contnries
nwny.  The ade s eool amd soothing,
and throe Marving gos jots onsd an Intrels
eate comblination of shndows apon the
mivisive isoney of  the areles, siyn i

wiriter in the iston Herald, indeserih
fog Ul wlne sandte winked the Boston
ountorn hos,

Altor hondveds of years, when Hos.

tom s only o holedn tho gronnd ks the
anclont cition  in the Moditoreunean,
mote  arclicologist will iy down
throngh the secomplatsd dost of vone-
torew and vl thoose hown wechos staud
I s they stand now

And yot the whole sulstantind strie
tare s Hkoe tho Toolish man's hoase, |
Fornded upon thesand aod mod of Hos
ton harbor,  Threo thonenid  tull pine
troes  wtripped  of  thelr Hibs, were
driven down oloss togathor i the hlack
oon Lo form s fonndation for the bnild
Ing, Theso pllen would last Lot o few
short yeurs in the outer aiv, but sunk |
in tho harbor mwud they are belioved to

When it was b, the custom botse
was upon the water Front, ol «ven now
the collar s bwelow high  water mark, |
yot there is no deier collnr on Boneon
bl 'The builders soomed s hnve hoen
the builders of  pyramsids and eatn
combe reinearnate, sl the work was
dono to stand after  the badlders them- |
selves wore long Torgoiten. Upon the |
hinds of the piles, in (he form of a |
Malteso eress, wae Lidd o enpping of |
granite in hydeanlio coment,  Aronmd |
it were bodlt the massive walls of solid |
granite 6 foot thick, whieh were to bo
o protection against heat sod colidl, Hre |
und wator and all the eloments,  With-
I thesso wills o the pozeling sebicme |
of sturdy pillars nod arehes which made
tho cellor a mago of  lew roofed chaom
bers, niches, crypta wol possages,

When the visitar enters the busoment |
and storehonse, whiel s on the wtroct
level, ho feels instivetively conselons of
the huge pile of granite over his hond.
Thin floor, within the surronnding row
of offices, inused for the storsgo of
champagno and bottled wines.  The
cases, whneh hold two dozen boitles, are
phled in vegulae tiers a8 high ae the ceil-
ing, and under the main entrance they |
aro packed insolidly, There are usunlly
between 8,000 and 4,000 cosos, or over
40,000 bottles, which if popped all at
once would make the granito dome
tromblo and might drown the nlh-ml-l
ants in a fouming flood,

When a consigmunent of rum, which |
menns anything from champngne to
brandy, is banded from o foreign vessel, |
the government ordors it to bo sent to
the custom house eollar,  If uo ownoer |
appears to claim i, it is kept forn year
andl then ds sold ot snetion to pay the
dutivs and warehonning chorges,

If the owner sappears, ho can pay the
dutios uml withdraw his Hygnor for fn-
medinte comsmmption, or e ean give
Donds Tor the dation and e 0 Il sbonk
stored dn the goveroment vaults until
he wishes to withdenw it The govern
wont elinrges him stornges wecording to

the capacity of pnckoges and allows
B to filee 1t nway Ty dogries fin bo
povds B, paying  duty only on the

mnonnt withdeawn,

Vory often an importation of wine
and spirits may change bauds soveral
thmes while it Hes o bond deep under |
tho granite dome,  Insuch cnsos it s
sold in hond, and the owner, fostead of |
the importer, pays the duties and wakes
tho final entry of tho morehandise,

An Explapntion From Disraell,

My, Justin MeCarthy, discoursing on
the house of eommony, reluted a capital
story of Disrsoli. It was during the
Russo-Turkish war, and while relations
waore very stweained botween England
and the ezar o momber was indisereot
enough to put a question to Disracli,
who was then primoe minfster, os to the
poliey of the government in the event of
tho emperor of Russin doing a certain
CTUN

Membors shuddered as Disracli, with
anmost funereal face, slowly advanced to
the tuble,  The gquestion, be declaréd,
in o slow, measnred  voice, was one of
sach perilous woment that the honor-
ablo member wctod most unwisely in
putting 1t on the paper, yot it was n
question of such tmportance that the
only zourss now opon to the government
was to aceopt the inevitable and beld-
ly nuswer. “IE" declared Disraoli,
*the emperor takes this step, all I can
gy li—and 1 am speaking after a pro-
longed eonsultation with my colleagues
—the government will then give the
policy they are to pursne their very best
conkideration."'— Westminster Gazetto,

Cromwell anid the Bpecter.

The stories of the “White Lady” that

riodically visits the German royal
winily and of the “Little Red Man"
ihat frequently paid his respects to the
great Napoleon, nare tolerably well
known, espocially that of the former,
But few porhaps aro familiar with the
story of Cromwell's “Giant Specter,”
It appeared to him one night wlen he
was wide awale and quietly resting on
his conch. In appoarsnce the appari-
tion was a woman of gigentic propor-
tions,  Approsching him, sbe announced
in tanes like thunder, “Within the year
yon, my son, will be recognized ns the
greatest wun in Brituin,"—8¢, Louis Re-
public.

Tmprossive Bypiny,

Miss Waybnek—S8ay, mnw, there's
Mry, Finestilo comin to eall.

M, Waybnek—Hoarry up stairs, an
w'en she knocks jus' the window
un look ont to koo who it is, We'll lot
her know wo're rather partiealar nbout
whom we udmit.—New York Weekly.

Holence and Phllosophy.
“When something is very diffionit to
anderstand,"’  said  the distinguished
Iuig, e is

WEALTH CANNOT BUY THEM,

Mrs. Lynn Linton Ennmernios n Pow of
Flfe'n Unparehnsnhilen,

When Mres, Lynn Linton forgets to b
origlhunl and eadical, whe §s eapuble of
saying some foirly plessant things,  The
Idon that many things of valoue cannet
be bonght, snd that those things which
can e bonght are only of séeondnrey
portance fu the world, B oot steikingly
new,  Two or thres people had iy npon
It before Mew, Vdnton,  DBuat whiant she
mays nhout the unpurchasnble things is
ot the less dnteresting and thooly be
enune they hnve beon wid ever sinee thie
delugen.

Thors s Lapploess, she tells s, i
golld may not by, When the womnn
you loves deeelves v, s the ‘parteait
gom elasped” worn over hier heart shows
wnothor face thnn yotrs—when fhe hos
band you were unoonventionn! enongh
to love in the fowrless old Fushon Hes
dend in your drms, and your whole fu-
ture i darkenod and storm riven—when
your son hos disgrnced his nome and
by his own lack of honor has slanders)
nnd cast dotbt on his mother's da your
Clandes and Tarmers, yonr Limoges on-
amels and old Venetion glass opse (e
emnrt?  Does your splenidid collecton of
firnt editions in theie perfect Bindings
dry the tenrs which come (o mon's eyes
e well s 1o wornen®s, when the bitter.
ness is full and by it vory fulltess por.
force wells over!  What do your fields
nud farms, your balance ot the banker's,
your curvinges and horses do for you
when your favorite daughter runs off
with the groom, nnd her slster drowns
borsell dn despair? No!  Happiness is
not to be bunght,”

Then thero are love and honor
youtl that the gold of the Indies will
not purchase,  And in these days whien
crenmms wnd Totions, diotings nond exerelsos
clalin to put off the evil hour of ago
it is well to rond what this very level
hiended woman snys about youth,

“You wny buy fahion cosmeties,” she
says, “artfol enhancements, snbile s
that look almost ws good an the ron)
thing, but yon eannot buy youth nor
beauty. In apite of all your cure, and
thotigh you give 10 shillings for the val-
uwoof o penny, yon cannot put buck the
hands of the clook nor blunt the seythe
of time,

“That ennmel i cloverly done; that
dyod, Prizzed bair s n veritable work of
art; those paluted choeks simuolate the
carnations of youth more ereditably
than in 00 of your competitors, but—the
eruel fuct remaing untonched —youth
cannot be piurchnsed and old age cannot
be bought off. The poor old shriveled
skin gradunlly grows more and more
like parchment. The fading oyes loso
their brightness, and not belladonna it
solf can bring back that dark lne nrond
tho irls which age and weakenod vitali-
ty replace by that all eloguent ‘areus
senilin' "

None of it invery new. T4 is not nearly
80 striking as hor viows on the “wild
wotnnn,” bat still it s good to recall o
fow of those interesting fuots i (ose
doys of doncing grandmammins wnd oli-
gible bachelors of 60 or so,—~New York
Wuorld,

Bewmling n Muverick,

In o dedl in the forat wo espied vome
“iaverivks” or unbranded stock,  The
punchiors aro evor alert for o beof with
out balf ith ears gone nmd w big HEP
burned in its flank, sl inmediately
they perceive one they tighten their
cinchi, slip the rape from the pommel,
put their hints on the back of their hewds
snd “light out.,” A cow was soon canght,
after desporate riding over rocks sl
fallen timbor, thrown down aud “hog
tied," which means oll four feet togeth-
er, A little fire is bullt, and one side of
n cinchs ring s hoated redhot, with
which n rawbide artist paints HE in the
sizzling flesh, while the cow kicks and
bawls,

Bhe i then unbound, and when she
gots back on her feet the vagueros staml
about, serupo in hand, after the bnll-
fighter fushion, and provoke her to
charie,  She charges, while they avoul
bhor | ugile springs and o Aaunting of
thetr vags,  They Inagh and ery, *Bravo
toro!” until shw, having overcomm hor fo-
dignntion at their rodeness, sets forth
down the eanyon with her tuil in the air,
=From “Iun the Sierra Madro With the
Punchers,” by Frederio Remington, in
Harper's Mugozine,

The Largest Citles of Antlguity,

Tho greatest glties of ancient tHmes
wero Babylon and Rome, The former
s 8aid to have had an ares of 100 to 200
#quare miles, Lty houses were three or
four storles high, but palaces and gar-
doens occupied much of the vast area, so
that the population was not what these
figures would seem toindicate. In fact,
it i said by one historiun that niue-
tenths of this nrea were taken up by gar-
dens and orchards, The total populs-
tion of the eity under Nebuchmdnezzar
and his son Evil-Merodach is estimuated
at upward of 2,000,000, Rome reschod
its greatest size during the fourth cen-
tury of our ern, and its population was
then about 2,500,000,—Western Mail,

The Dictlonnry Habit,

“Yeu, it's o good thing for a wan to
refer to the dictionary, but this practice
can often be carried to excess,” said o
well known mogazine writer. “Why,
I've secn & man get 8o much addicted to
this habit,” he continued, “that he could
not write an ordinary letter without
turning to the dictionary three or four
times in order to ascertain some big
words that he conld use, This, I thinlk,
is o very groat waste of time, ns he docs
not express Lis weaning s bit better than
il bo had used some shorter und really
Buglish words."

The Ruby as u Fralt.

The peopls of Burmah believe that the
ruby is a kind of fruit which will ripen
if you give it tine, They say thut most
rubiea do pot ripen simply becuuse thoy
are not allowed to do so, If you want to
“ﬂﬂ" the ruby in your ring, nccording
to the Burmese 1dea, you must take your
rln&;:‘d lay it in the sun for one month
wi disturbing it at all, nnd at the
end of that time it will be “‘ripe" and
#ood to eat,~New York Journal,

HOW THE WORLD WILL END,

Our Planel WHT e Nob by Aeeldent, hat
w Natoont Doty
Avcoriding to wll probnbility, votwitls
ptaniding nll the clrenmsinnees which
Ehrenton Ib, one planet will dbs mot of nn
aeeident, bt oopatorad death, Thatdoath
will be the conseqguenes of the extine o
of Ul sre G 20,000,000 5 e ot
|n-r|ul|m MR ETIRIT
thom at o relatively modorite rate will
Bive b, onone b, 130000000 years o
existence, while on the other b e
Itvevitabde £l of anetoors fnto e sun
oy dontde thin nomber,  Bven i1 you
supposes Lo duration of the sun to e pro-
Tomgeed to A0 A0O00 yonra, it dn st in-
eottestnble tht the raidintion from the
wom cooks it aod thint the G mpornlore of
il bodhow bomdds tooun eguilibeinm, Tl
Ay will conpo whon the san will T ex
timet,  Thens Che enrth mnd sl the ot by
plhivnets of our system will eomss Lo T d e
wliodde of Nife,  They will be erased from
thie gront hook and will revalve, blaok
oumeterica, nronmd oo extinguisled san,
Will these planets continun to exist
oven thent  Yes, probabily in the cgee of
Jupiter and perhinps Baturn,  No, e
}'utul o donbt, for the wmnll bodles, suoh
na the earth, Yeous, Mars, Mereury ani
the moon,  Alrewdy the moon appenra
to linve preceded s toward the lirm] i
ort, Mars is mwach further wlvianood thing
the darth toward e samme desting, Vo
nuw, yonnger than ue, will donbtless sur-
vive nw, These Tittle worlds Jose thelr
eloments of vitality much faster than
the snn loses its heat,  From oentury to
ventury, from yoar to year, from day to
day, fromn hiour to hour, the surface of
the earth bs transformed, On the one
hand, the continentsare crnmbling nway
andd hecomming covered by Chn sen, which
Inmeneibly and by very slow  dogroos
temdda to invade and sobmerges the oy
tire globe, On the other hand, the
amonnt of water-on the sarfnee of o
lobe i dimindabing. A cavefol aml
reasoninble enlonlution shows that by the
nction of crosare alone all the land on
our planet will bo covered by water in
10,000,000 yours,—Camille Flamumnrion
in Astronomie.

sinee its omvlenen

Dynnmos.

There exists n general and deaply root.
ed ides that direct current dynmnos of
very high potontinl are not at wll prae-
tieal.  The actusl historical and proc-
tienl fncts are that the high potentin di-
rect ourrent mochines were more exton-
mively and sncoessfully oporated whon
tho dynmmo first coane into gonersl ase
about 1880 than any other type, eithor
direct or alternate,  Furthermore, thedr
numbor and sigs have largely ineronsl,
und the voltage at which they ean be
proctically worked has  been  stordily
radsedd nntil wo now have 60 light dynae
mos an the stamdned size of large mn-
chines, gonernting about 8,000 voliy nd
10 s pores,

also regularly made by sovern] -
Factnrers, and 120 or even
chines are budlt ond nsed, 1 bappem 1o
o dynnmos ented ab 125 Hghts sach
which roan every night with s Jowd of
from 100 o 105 Dghts,  These minchines
mnst generate about 5000 valts each,
No groat praotical or pther diffionlty
Fovmd In opernting are machines, except
that of dunger o porsons, bot this s
morely due to the bigh potontinl s does
not depend very moeh upon the type of
muchine or chsrnoter of ourrent,— s
wier's Maguzine,
Mo Lost 1is Case,

“JIndge Emerson, oo of the most olo-
quent men Hlinols ever produesd, wis
onee taken down completely in n spocoh
at Decatur,” sald E, F. Liyman, an at-
torney of Chicago.  “He hawd nocoss in
which there were some peeunbiarly  pa-
thetic circumstances, the rights of a
young girl whose property had hoon
souandered and who wias reduced to des-
titution being involved, Judge Bmersan
made the most of it, and as he closd his
npeech i sodemn hnsh hind fallen over the
conreroom.

“Tenrn stood in the eyes of the jurors,
and oven the jndge eonghed sympathet-
jeally nnd hid bis hewd behind the trial
docket. Hiw opponent, whoss nnue [
huve now forgotten, saw that the spell
hndl Lo bes braken in sore way, or his cuse
wus lost,  Arlsing slowly to his feet, nnd
in » voice of deep solemnity, and with
glow deliberation, ho sald, “Genblemen
of the jury, lot us continne these solemn
exercises by singing the one bundreasd and
fifteenth panlon' A voar of Junghter
followed from the audience, and Judge
Emerson lost his case,”

A Little Learning.

We have been ofton told that “a little
learning is a dangerous thing,” and we
may be just as well assured that a little
bread is not the safest of all things, It
wonld be far bettor to have plenty of
both, but the sophism of those who use
this argument is thut they represent the
choles between little and much, whereas
our election must be made between little
and none at all.  If the choice is to be
made between a small portion of infor-
mation or of food and absolute igno-
rance or starvation, commaon sense gives
ita decigion in the homely proverb, *Half
o loaf is better than no bread."—New
York Ledger.

The Glidest Drossmaker's MRill.

Most likoly the oldest dressmalker's bill
in the world hna been discovered on a
Chaldean tablet, dating 2800 B, €. It
has an entry of <92 pure vestments for
the priests” Among the items are 10
white robes of the temple, eight robes of
the house of his lady, 10 collars of the
house of his lady, 10 pair of gold col-
Inrs, two white robes and four scented
robes,"  Also “two winders,” probably
scarfs for biuding abont the waist,—
Philadelphia Ledger.

1t Deponds.

“Papa,” sald Johnoy, who has recent-
Iy juined o debsting soclety, *is it cor-
reot to say “The noes hasit,’ or "The noes
huve it# "

“It depends, my son, on whether you

are talking about o vote or about a cold
in the head.”"—London Punch,

Uallvoad Fime Fables.
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