PEST HOMES,

SVAERE VICTIMS OF CON YA
GIOUS DISKASES ARE XAKKN,

Kew York's North Drother Tsland
System 1 by Far the Best In the

World—~Whers Cholorg
Patlents Go,

T.ONG way up the
East  River, beyond
n sunken meadow,
writes n New York
vorrespondent of the
Picayune, three isl-
nnids block the chan-
nel that winds past
the forts to Lobg
ot It Teland Sound, Two
are barren wastes of bay weed and sand,
Tae third juts inte the channel with
prass-grown  biufl. Great  bowlders
wasthed by avery tide lio nt {ts base. Up-
on its hrow stands a lighthouse with n
big fog bell in ita white tower agninst a
background of green trees,  The fishing
bonts that dot the channel keep to the
windward of the istand. Passengers on
the deck of the big ontgoing Sound
stenmsers wateh the sunset glow in the
myriad windowsof a group of red brick
buildings on fts shore, wondering what
they may be, while the city's splees fade
awny in the distance, Presently several
shrill blasts sound from a steamer's
whistle and at the signal, na the boats
shoot behind the point, a krot of men,
carryinz n gireteher between thom, are
seen making their way down to the
Innding, The men are orderlies from
one of the heapitals. The blasts were
sounded by the New York Health De.
partmont’s steamer coming up from the
oity to tell what it had on board. 1t is
the official language of North Brother
Island varied to suit the particular pesti-
lence of the trip. For this is New York's
pesthouse, better known {n this day ns
the Riverside Hospital,

Whatever may be the shortcomings of
New York in other respects, it is pare
ticularly gratifying just now to recall the
statement made by Jacobh AL Rus, in a
recent number of the Cosmopalitan, that
1t is far in the lead of the municipalities
of the world in the managoment of pesti-
lent disenses,

In recent years a marvelous ehange has
come over North Brother Island, To-
day, where once was n wasteof sand, are
broad and shaded Inwns; winding, well
kept walks, troes, shrubs and  flowers;
bhandsome, substantial buildingsand hos-
pital pavilions or wards, arranged on a
plan securing perfeet and absolute isolu-
tion with a maximum of comfort to the

tients. One result is seen in » very

ow death-rate, corsidering the eharaster

of the institation, Last year before the
fmportation of typhus fever in the ship.
lond of Russian exiles, it was sixteen per
eent, of about 900 cases.

" The old pesthouse is still there, but
oven that has lost its terror. Become o
barmless mensies pavilion, it stands up-
on the northeast shore of the lsland at
one end of ahalf circle of one-story
frame bulldings, seven in number now,
but so plaoned as to be capable of in.
definite extension ns the needs of the
growing city may demand, The island
itself has grown under the hands of tne
builders. Tow places have been filled
in, the half-score ncres of avallable
ground have become thirteen, and in
place of the sandy beach, of which the
winter storms claimed their share year
by jear, has como nstrong sea wall
nmuinst which the breakers rage in vain.
The frame buildings aro the fever wards.
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MBS MOLDER, THE CIIIEP NURSE.

Scarlet fover and measles claim most
ot the pavilions in times ol comparutive
pesce,  This year typhus fever inzaded
them. In the sudden rush their eapacity
was quite cxhausted, snd a eamp of
tents was pitched on the lawn to shelter
the overflow, It wus while the weather
was yot cold, and & cry went up ngalnst
the supposed outrage. As n matter of
fuck thess tants kave board floors and o
stove thut make them very comfortable
abodes and much preferable in the cjes
of the physicians to the wooden bouses,
partly use the ventilation in them is
!arl'tnt. partly because-not much 1s lost
a destroyiog them when the ¢ has
had its day. Even the pavilions are built
on the modern hospital plan with this
end s view, It is tho casicat way to get
rid of u malignaot contagion. Flame is
a great purifier.  Btill, one hexitates to
bury up abouse, while & teut is touched
u pang.

Al travel to und from North Brother
A is restrictod to two routes, that

tion of an ocenslonal lmspector of the
Health Department, these aro the only
new faces ever seen on the island—lit-
ernlly faces only, for no visitor is per-
mitted to go far begond the ferry dock
without baving enveloped him or herself
in the ugly Mother Hubbard gown nand
big rubber nvorahoes that are the uni.
form of the island, worn alwags in the
sick wards,

Thouah the laland s eonnected with
the city by cable and teleplione, the lit.
tle Liospital of nursea spend their lives
there in virtual banishment from the
world, Tt has happened that a whole
winter has passed without any one of
them erossing over to the mainiand, The
doctor may travel on the steamer, nnd
does when he ling time, but the nurses
not.  Their duty is on the island, and
thero is nlways enough for them to doy

TAR MICNOBE CAEMATONY.

for whether there be two or twenty pa.
tienta in a pavilion they must have their
own purse.  No other will do leat the
ptsts get mixed up and the end become
worse than the beginning. There are
six women nurses, young airls all of
them, who with rare devotion and cour-
age have put away from them wil that
makes life sweet, and takea upon them
this dangerous duty, Their ehiefl is the
mutron, Miss Kate Holden, who for ten
long years has led this life of solitude and
sacriflce., Bhe is a Southern girl whose
people lost their all in defense of the lost
cause—so the toadition of the depart.
ment runs. It was little less than a lost
causo she espoused when, having finished
her course in the Charity Hospital Traia-
ing School, she offered hersell to the
Board of Health. A typhus outhreak
had then decimated the stafl of the old
Riverside Hospital on Biackwell's Island,
aud the nuthorities were at their wits'
ends where to get other nurses, They
looked aghnst at this frail young girl,
and nsked her, almost harshly, if she
knew that she was courting almost cer.
tain death, She replied calmly that she
koew; it was her chosen work. 8o thoy
too' boer, nod the doctors soon learned
to trust Ler ng thelr ehiel support in the
unequal ght, Bofore it was won she
too succumbed, and for weeks the eity
across the river that had heard the story
of her devotion nod her sulering listened
| nnxiously day by day to the bulletins
| from her sick bed. Bhe recovered and
| was made matron in the course of years
nt the munificent salary of §60 a month.
Ever since she has been the mainstay and
guardian aogel of the island, coupling
with her duties as matron and nurse now
thoso of hospital apothecary as well.
Huving pnssed the requisite examination,
shio has been duly commissioned to mix
the medicines as well as care for the sick.
When, last February, in n siogle day
fifty-sevon Russinn exiles were found in
half a dozen lodging-houses suffering
from typhus fever and were packed off
to Riverside Hospital, followed by apro-
gession that swelled their number to a
hundred before the week had possed,
Miss iolacn spent forty hours smong
them, without sleep and almost without
food, arianging, soothing and cutting
the hair from their fevered brows, until,
lterally worn out, she had to be carried
to bed.

EIn the ndministration building the
vurses have a library mven by thought.
ful friends, and even n music-room that
is mot neglected under the pressure of
life's sterner cares. They cross the
threshold of this their refuge ouly to
take up their never.ceasing round of
duties.  The rooms of the physician in
charge, the autocrat of the island, are on
the mnin door, Mis little principality
embraces  two-score  subjects, male
nurses, helpers and attendants of all
kinds, Iis rule extends to the boiler-
house next door, whero the steam is
generated that heats ull the hospital
buildings, and whence the very com.
piete firc-extioguishing apparatus of
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DX ISLAND REGIMENTALS,
ﬂnu:hmlll directed in time of need.

for it. Any patient whn can afford It
and so wishes can pay for his board, but
ho gets the sama s all the rest.  The
General Government is the only paying
customer of the department, Tt sends
the cakes of searlet fever and measles
that reach quarantine to Riverside, pay-
ing a fixed sum for their care,  Yellow
Jack and cholera it deals with at quaran-
tine itself. Its diphthers patients go to
the Willard Parker Hospital, in Six.
teenth street, where the health departs
ment keeps its cwn us well,  Diphitheria,
unless eomplieated with other  dis-
ensos, Is not admitied to the island.

Upon the main shore aleo are the dis.
infecting furnaces or crematories, through
which all infeoted clothing must pass be-
fors readmitted Into the community ne
safe. The clothing of typhus fever
patients never returns, 1t s fed to the
tflames ns the surest way of rendering it
linrmiess,

As tin institation Mbrth Brother Taland
i unique, There is nothing lke it nny-
where in the world. In the great citiea
of Europe they have flonting hospitals
for small-pox sod more or less perfectly
isolated “contaglous warda" in their or-
dinary hospitals. Tho isolation secured
in New York is absolute, nnd it must
ever be the chiel defenss of the city and
of the Nation againat an enomy that is
forever knocking,

Hoilman Island, where the cholera
patients go, 1s about two miles south of
the Narrows, and, says Frank Leslia's 11«
lustrated, gets its name (rom Governor
Hoffman, Itis builton s sand-bar known
to pilots ns West Bank, and rises abrupt-
ly out of the water on a pile of rocks,
The island itsell, covering n Yew ncres, is
composed of sand inclosed in n enb-
work, which in turn is pm!ecled by the
riprap.  About nine hundred patients
ean be handled there at one time. Oa
it are the germ-proof dormitories for
disinfecting, and in every direction the
assertion ia borne out, o often masie by
sea captaine, that the New York yuaran.
tine is the safest in the world,

The flours of the building are made
of nsphalt, whilo the ceilings are con-
structed of galvanized and corrugated
fron. The partitions are nlso built of
iron, while in some portions the smaller
walls nre built of epsmeled brick. There
are no wmattresses ion the dormitories,

and the cots are the simplest kind of
hammocks suspended over jron frames.
Steam does everything, from disinfect.
DBath tubs to the num-

ing to cooking.

CHINESE FARMERS.

COTTON AND RICE RAISING ON
THE YANG.TSH RIVER,

Three Cropm a Year—Primitive Tools
=Low Plowing in the Water—
Lhluese Wages—A Chineso

4. Farmhouse,

HE Chinesa farmer s
is in abjeot poverly.
" I rode up the Yang-
\‘fr t1e Kinng Itiver as far

ne Hankow, 800 miles,

n
"ﬁ - b River. The whole bot-
¥/ ¢ tom fs ridged with

s hroken levees and dot-

1 ted  with  praves os
thick as hareocks on a New England
mendow, The farmer's house s alwaya
| & hut, writes Eli Perking, in the New
York Sun., It is genernlly built of rice
straw and looks like a straw stick in
Tllinnis with holes onten into it by sheep
Land hogs, It would be a poor cow shed
in Amerien, *
[ When not made of ries straw it s
| built of rough boards or adobe brizks
[one story high, bas paper for windows
| and is thatehed with rlco straw. It has
| no chimney and no stove. There are no
fowers about it ms with the Japanese,
‘ A plg and n cow muy occupy the samo
hut, The pig is a seavenger with big
black ears. The farmer has a fow
chickens und ducks, but never eats tham
himself. He never eces u newspaper,
He has no earpet, no musieal instrument,
no books, and seldom n clock, The
floor of I'is house is hard ground., His
bed is straw.  He has no windows in his
house or hut. In wioter he eovers him-
sell  with rags to keep warm, and in
summer he Jo almost paked, Hesows
his barleg or ries fo u bed, hoes them by
hand, reaps them with a sickle, and
winnawsthem in the wind. A quaner of
an nvre i a big farm. He bas no
knowledgo of politics, Obina might
have a big war and he would never hear
of it till troops marched into lis rice
field.

The tools of the average Chinese
farmer are a Dadket, n tea kettle and o
four-tined hoe, This hoe is very heavy,
and is ured for spading as well as hoe-
ing. Heo raises it In the air as a black-

to their knees, Aftor the rice li bLiar
vedted a full crop of radishes is put In,

In order to frvigate for rice water fa !
pumped on to the land by hand, thonzh
sometimes a revolving belt covered with
buckets is propelled by a buffalo eow
which walks round and round like
thrashing horses in Amerion.

Rice in China is worth about a dollar
a bushe!, A Chinaman ean live on four
bushels of rice a year. This, with pea
nut oll, tea, and a little sugar, costs
about 3 a yenr.

“You think five dollars s yoar in
Ameriea,” said Mr, Leonard, our Con.
sul General, *is cheap living, but ifa
man in Chicago should live on  boiled
wheat with n little cotton seed oll, tea,
and sugar, he could live as chean as the
Chinese, It is meat whieh mukes liv-
ing expensive in England and Amerien.
It takes eight pounds ol eereals to maks

n pound of beelsteak, and where you get |

n pound of beefsteak it is only worth
nbout n third as much as & pound of
wheat or corn. Americans reduce the

TNE CAINESE FOLRED MOR.

nutritious quality of their food thirty
fold, by feeding it first to the animal
and then eating the animal.

“China,” eontinued Mr.
“supports 400,000,000 beings, but
they eat the cereals,  Amerien could
support four billion people if they would
eat corn and wheat like the Chinese,
But fiosteardd of that, Americans fead
elght pounds of corn to a sheep or stser
and then eat the steer.”

The Chinese cow on the Yank-tss
fs o semianmphiblovs animal.  You will
often see her grazing with her head en-
tirely under water. This 19 the ani.
mal that a well-dc-to farmor uses for
plowing, instead of his wife and
daughter. Ho uses the milk and mus-
cle of the poor cow. Itis pathetic to
sen this patient old cow plodding along
through the rica flelds knee deep in mud,

Laonard,

ROFFMAN ISLAND, NEW YONRK DAY,

ber of sixty-mght, made of metal, are
utilized for bathing the immigrants, and,

if necessary, tho infectad water ecan be

disinfected before it is discharged into
the bay,

The disinfecting chamber of the dor-
mitory is on the upper floor, and is buils
entirely of iron, It is a room filled with
frames which rest on aliding tracks, On
ench frame rests a wire basket for the
clothes of each immigrant. All are kept
separate from each other, When the
clothes are put in these baskets the first
thing done is to exhaust the air in the
chamber.  Buperheated steam, which
may rise to 250 degrees, is sent under
high pressure through 9000 feet of coiled
piping in the rooms, and gauges indi-
cate the pressure in tho chamber. Inthe
engine rooms the degroo of heat in the
disinfecting room is Iundicated by the
ringing of electric bells, So thorough is
the work of disinfevtion that iv is im-
possible for the attendants to ro.enter
the chambier for several hours after the
windows have been reopencd.

Long Fluge.: Nails,

To allow the nails to grow to an in-
ordinate length s common in China, &)
an indicatiou that the owner follows a
sedentary occupation or leads a life of
lelsure, Loug nails on the right hand
would interfere with tho use of thoe
brush (corresponding to our pon), and
would therefore reflect unfavorably on
the person concerned, os tending to
show that ho did not davote himself to
composition and literary exercises, the
pride of every educated Chinese, They
are almost always cooflned to the left
hand, therefore, and are at times very
long, delicately-chased silver cases being
worn to protect them, BSome years ago
1 mes & Chinese gentlemnn who had eare-
fully guarded the growth of the vails on
the third nod fourth fingers, the formor
for some ten years, the latter for over
twenty-five, The uail on the fourth
finger, when the silver protector was ro-
moved, was some six luches or more
long, and twisted like n corksorew,
Some few months later, this gentlemnu,
owing to an accident, broke the nuil.
His grief was as great ns if he hod lost o
near relutive,—Notes and Queries,

Jewels and Thelr Us:s In Watches.

Few people understand just what is
the practical value of the * jewels" o a
fine watch, These tiny bits of rmlaug
stones ure set in the *‘bearings” of the
machinery—or *‘movement,” ay it s
ealled—where the pointed ends of the
little pivots turn and turn continuslly,
This constant grind of the sharp little
points would wenr away the hardess
wetal, Only the hardnuss of n precious
stone can resist the severe irction,
Garpets are sometimes used and some=
times sapphires. These, being barder,
are put into the new improved, quick-
win watch, which adds to ita wear-
g
of the

ities. It is one ol the marvels

watch trade, that o jewelled
wataoh of this high grade eun be sold so
cheaply. —Boston Cultivator,

&

possesses a small cabipet

A CHINESE COW IrLOWINO,

smith raises his sledge, imbeds it in the
earth, and pulls it forward. The food
of 400,000,000 people s cul-
tivated by this one implement. A
trashing machine or o reaper Is nover
sear in Chinn. The Chincss put as
much labor on an acro as an Amerionn
farmer would on twenty acres. A Chios.
man will raise enough on an acro to sup-
port a family of seven and pay his dollar
and o ball in taxes, The size of a
Chinese farm Is from a himdred fect
gquare to three ncres, A quarter of an
acre will keep n man busy, but he will
raise thiee crops o year on it.  First he
rnises  barley or wheat in the winter,
When the wheat 13 heading, cotton s
sown brondeast.  After reaping  the
barley and wheat in June the little
cotion Is eeen coming up. Then the
barley roots arc pulled np nnd the eotton
comes on, 1t is in bods and is all hoed
by hand. 1t grows low and has a short
stable.  Chinese cotton would not bring
three cents a pound in New Orleans, and
tho yield is about 200 pounds to the
scre. Mon nod women draw the erops
to market on two-wheoled carts.
Cotton is not baled but crowded isto
sacks like wool. Horses are seldom seen
on a farm in China; men and women do
the work of the horse. A Chinese farm
laborer gets about four or fve cents o day
sud his rico,

Notwithstanding labor being #o cheap
in China the superior skill of our Amwer-
tcan cutton planters aud the good qual-
ity of their cotton and ils cheap price is
destroying the cotton Industry in China,
Chioa will have to give up colton and
go into rice, barley and pesnuts. Last
year the Chinese mised only 100,000
bales of cotton. The ralsing of silke
worms here will always thrive, and silk
will be resled from the cocoons into
skeins by cheap five cents per day labor,
but silk weaving will have to goto Eng.
innd nud America, where they use powor
looms, Ten will slways be raised in
China, where five cont labor ean pick
the leaves. Tho tea plant is the same os
our camellia or japoulea,

A |'|

?&t\\_.:f

be mised after barley and
is flooded with water.

The plow she s drawing s a rude bit of
a log with an iron point. A digger
Indian could make it, It was used be.
fore Noali went into the ark, and it will
be used n thousand years tron now. The
Chinaman never chianges.

Tropagation of Cholera Germa,

The enlture of the cholera gorm is an
exrtemely interesting though very simple
process,

An upright glass
g | tube, as shown in the

| illustration herewith,

: is filled with gelative,
and when the latter
has  hardened suffi-
clentlyn germ is jo-
serted in {ts centre by
means of a platinum
neotdle,

The germ at onco
begine to inoubate,
and in a few days it
has multiplied a
thousnnd fold, The
germs ent their way
down through the
gelatine, and the
mass assumes a funnel
shaped form, which
gives the gelatine n
clonded appearance.

The single germs
are invisible to the
nnked eye, but can ba
seen in lorgo masses,
When magnifled 800
dismeters the single
gern becomes plainly
visible, It has a
crescent-shaped form,
. sumewhet like that of

~ a commn, and they

* sometimes blend to-

_ gether in the form of
o spiral,

Dr. Koch discoverad the cholera gerin
in Indis in 1883, —New York World,

Electrio Spark Photography.

Professor Vernon Boys Ilately brought
together in  the United Preshyterian
Church Synod Hall, Edinburgh, Seot-
land, » monster sudience to hear his lec-
ture, with experiments, on *“‘Electrie
Spark Photography." In the course of
the lecture Prolessor Boys explained
that by the electric spark articles moving
at the rate of 10,000 miles an hour can
be photographed, and by tho introduc-
tiou of o revolving mirror n spoed of
180,000 miles un hour can be coped
with, The mirror makes 1024 turns
every second, worked by welectricity,
which is equal to about 1350 times
as h;l‘:' as 8 ru’lol bullet muﬂl:.. The
w photographic power of [
s over in a lﬂo uI;ouul to the mwo‘:-
eleven millionth part of a seeond, and it
is during that incredibly brief spaco thut
the: is made on the masitive plate.

American,

044 Things From Oréhard and Garden.
If any bu!or wirl .:;::b?u make :
un an ; s presen
tnmmﬂhom s oan do so by fol-
lowing the nccompanying Instrustions,
and besides will derive great pleasurs in
praparing the gift. It consists of im-
printing any name chosen upon the akin
of apples, pears or vegetnblea,
Belect any strong-woven, dark wonlen
clothi cut letters from it about threse
quurters of an inch square; whon sou
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FIG. 1. CLOTIE LETTRAS FOR AUN MATKING.

have enongh to form the name, pasts
them fu the nroper arder on some thin,
tough pap®; when dry ftake strong
white linen thread and connect the tops
of the letters together py sewing through
them, ns shown in Fig, 1, leaviog tha
ends long enough to reach around the
articlo to which it is to be nttached,
These ends  should  have  short
the tying cords,

strings connecting

IO, 11, AUX-LETTRNED APPLE.

being longer as you recedo from the
name, for an apple, the lnst one being an
inch and a half in length, When the
fruit is quite fully grown solect u smooth,
fair, hralthy looking apple from the
south side of the trees, and tie the name
portion on the side facing the sun, and
in a few weeka the portion of the skin
underneath the letters will have bleached
to n vory light shade. Of course you
will have sonked off the paper on the
back preyious to tying in  posi-
tion, late keeping apple should
be chosen, nnd n red vanery Is pref
erable, How it will appear when the
eloth letters are removed is showa io
Fig. 2 El
When desiring to imprint a melon,
pumpkin, or other vegetable, larzer let
tevs can be used and moro of them ne iz
Fig. 3. Tostend of letters the year may
be imprinted, or any plain design, like
a pair of hall open scissors, hammer, ete.,
being careful to tie the strings firmly,
and in case of fruit, chanse n specimes
that will not be touched by another o1
where an adjoining twig will not change

INSCRIPTION ON WATERMELOX.
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the position of the lettering, even if you
nro compelled to out away some swall
branches.—American Agriculturlst,

Making thy Dnmb to Speak.

There cannot be an iustance of & per
son born dumb regoining speech, for no
ono con regain what he nover possessed,
though he may acquire it.  In speaking,
however, of persons born dumb we muse
exclude the vast majority of those culled
denf and dumb, for their inabllity %o
speak arises from no malformation of the
tongue, but they remain speechless bae-
cause, having boon deaf Irom birth op
early childbhood, they have never heard
the conversation of others, nor learned to
imitate it. Large numbers, who In this
seose have been deafl and dumb all theie
lives, have learned to speak by signs or
by the motion of the lips, or by sounds
such as ordioary persons produce. It s
difficult to tell generally whethor a por-
son is dumb fromn birth, because the des
fect is not at first suspected. But thera
are cases of real congenital dumbness, It
arise from injury to the lingual nerves, or
nerves of the tongue, or from general or
loeal debility. But it may urise froma
visible cause, from the child bLeing
toague tied, the freaum linguwm, as it is
called, or bridle of the tongue—a mom-
brano underneath 1it—oxtending too far
forward towards the tip of the tongue,
so na to prevent the tooguo being ex.

nded or }mt out. This may make it
mposaible for the child to suck, and, 1f
not relieved,may interfere with 1ts speech,
A surgeon can snip the thin part of the
frmaum, care, however, being taken not
to endanger the lingual artery, It {5 nos
certain, however, that a tongue tied pors
gon could pot speak, for Jussiln, one
hundred and sixty years ago, recordod
the case of a girl of Hiteen year old, wio
had never p n toogue, nod yeb
could speak without inconvenience, and
persona learn to do so who e had their
tongues to u great extent remioved,-s
Yaukee Blade,

Evelulion of the Watermelon.
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