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HIS is the long and the
short of it
(Tsn't it really shocking ?):
Santa Claus knows HE wears
short hose,
While SHE wears a fui
length stocking.

So when the day approaches
Which once in a year is
coming
The sly old saint (it would male
you faint!)
Puts over this mental sum-
ming:

il

“She MUST have presents m

plenty;
He CAN have very few,

For every one knows he wean

HEN I wis a boy—and that
wias some time ago, kind and
considerate render—I unever

popped fOrecrackers on the
Fourthh of July. I popped them on
Christmas day. That was because |
was a boy In a southern state ouly a
few years after the close of the eivil
war. 8tll you dou't understund?y
Well, let me do a litte explaining.

1 shall not venture to spesk for
sther communities In the south, but in
my neighborbood most of the people
still were somewhut bitter
Uncle Bam for having come down
there with armies for o four years'
Agikt. The folks in and around wmy
serene and sequestercd little village,
Iying on the cedur elad hillsides of
southeast Missourl, bod known much
of the war from aciunl observation
and experience. Armes, Federal apd
Confedernte, hnd murched and connter
muarched through the villnge., A re-
markalle Lattle, thot of Pilot Koob,
was fought less thun twenly miles
away. Missourl, let it be remoemberoed,
was loyal to the Union, but o the
southern part partlenlarly the sentls
ment was mostly in favor of the *lost
cause."

We small boys dld not know that the
reason for the firevruckerless Fourth
and the firecranckery Christmas lay in
the prejudices engendered by the war,
All we Kknew or cared to know wis
that when Christmas came aroupd It
meant a few bunches of Grecrackers
and a lot of fun popping them out i
the snow, for In those days we always
bad & white Christins.

After the lnpse of thirty years 1 eon
recall with vivid distinetness p oor
tnin Chrigtmas in my town which he
gun with high anticlpation of fun nid
cime very near ending in n tragedy

a hose
That's scarcely as high as he:

shoe.”
Firecrackers at Christmas ¢
By ROBERTUS LOVE

|at the fAreside, pulled the trigger of

ngainst |

| tentlon to Cluinle's derby. The hat was

| Une powdery plece of it struck me on

Our family doctor bud three boys who |

were favorite chums of my brother
and myself. Somchow we nlways
muneged to got together on Chreistmas
diay ‘and pop the firecrnokers which
Banta Claus brought or which we
bought with the puper quarter of a
dollar allowed ench of us out of the
family exchequer for thut purpose, A
quarter bought three buoches of the
little red fdrecrackers There were
five boys, and you can compute the
number of bunches we had.

We all gol up early on this Christmns
mornlng, took the candles and oranges
and other things from our stockings,
lospecied the “'U. 8. Mall" wagon left

the new toy pistol—and then went
down to old man Bean's store and
spent our quarters to best advantage,

DBrother and 1 went over to the
doctor’'s house and jolned his boys in
the front yard. The snow was about
nnkle deep, erinkly under the foot, nnd
the alr was erlsp and clear. The eldest
of the doctor's boys hud been presentid
with a new derby hat for Christmas.
the first derby that ever came to Iron-
dale, There—I just bad to let the naine
of the town slip out.

Clainle—that was what we called the
biggest bLoy—was Iutensely prond of
that new hat. He wore It at breakfast
thut morning, his brothers sald. When
we all gathered in the yard to pop the
crackers his derby was on the bavk
of his head. We pooled our property
by putting the fifteen bunches of fire
erackers in a heap on the snow, Neur
Rt bhand lay a plece of punk, burnlpg
slowly,

Just to wee If we had a hatfual of fire-
crackers Clainie put his prized derby
over the heap. Bome of the crackers

ftuck out at one side, The littlest boy
—dend muny years now—picked off one
of the crackers, touched it to the punk, |
and when It spluttered fire he dropped |
It. *The cracker went under one slde of
the hnt. Thit wis the polnt where the
frolic became u tragedy

All of us were discussing tha prob-
lein of Oripg u whole bunch of ergck-
ers at once when suddenly theére was
u ripplog explosion which drew our at-

cousiderably divided agalost (tself.

the nose. The rim, a ragged ruin, flew
over the fence into the street. The rest
of it disappeared at varlous places in
tho snow.

To paraplrase the line
poem of the boy

from the
who stood on the

iy

Clninle's grief was twofold. He had
lost his new hat, and all the firecrack-
ers hud gone up In one big explosion
All of us were disconsolite. But the
dear old doctor—1 think be is Uving yet
and very old now—took pity on ns and
guve euch of us o dime wherewlth to
purchnse a bunch aplece,

Down there sowaduys they pop fire-
erackers on the Fourth, but I dare suy
thut some of the boys of this geners-
tlon still fod a bunch of the little red
poppers i their stockiogs on Christ-
mas morning

| gnllor boys? If so would It not be o

burning deck, “The hiut—oh, where was | bosstitnl trnr oL EEMEMEER THEM

“Hello! Hello! 1s this Banta Clans?
Well, thls Is Marjorie Brown. Oo, 1
just knew you'd 'member me, Awflly
nice of you to bring nll those things
last Christnas. What do | want this
year? Ever and ever so muny things.
Four dolls with real wake up eyes,
an' a set o' dishes, an a sled, an’ one—
no. 1 want two, three story books, an
games, an’, oo, ever so much eandy, an’
fn’ "'~

There, you old eavesdropper! Been
Ustening. bave you?! Well, perhaps
you hive a right to, for it just hap-
pens that in this cuse you are Santa
Claus. Get all the order? This little
girl trusts you to bring these things.
Then there are the boys and the folks |
and your friends, Better go right out |
ngw and stock up while it is fresh on
your mind and while the goods In the |
gtores nre fresh, Remember litile
Marjorle or Esther or Mary or Helen,
ns the case may be.

Also remember to shop
early, relieve the tired shop-
girl and get the best.

hristmas
In the Navy

BT e T T T

Christmas Is o glad holidny aboard |
one of Unele Bum's battleships. The
juckles deck the grim fighting ma
chine In wrenths of evergreen and hol
ly. Even the great guns wear chuoj
lets, For one day In the year the em |
blems of peace on esrth hide the
frowning frony of war. The Christ
mus dinner asbonrd one of these font
Ing forts Is fully as glnd ns at a pri
vate treside

The suilors miss a few of the chlef
delights of the season, however, The
pruitle of children I8 Incking, as are
the cheer of home wond the smile of
loved pnes. But the Jack tars can give
and mecept o few presents—that s, |
they can If in port where such things |
can be bought

Do you know

any of Uncle Sam's
|

THIS CHRISTMAS ? Even a little
thing would be nppreciated. It wonid
show them some one thooght of them, |
BHOP EARLY. 80 that the gift can be |
sent In thne Indeed, for any gifis
thut ure to be sent oway ﬁhopplm:'
®hould be done early so that the pres
ents may not resch thelr destination
two or three days late. BETTER BE
BEFOREHAND One gift early is
berter thun bnlf a dozen late,

Bhop early and then you can be sure |
of renching your friends, be they sall- |
ars or otherwlse, ON THE DOT That
ilmmeasurably enbunces the value of
e gt |
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FARMERS AND MECHANICS
NK

wishes all of its patrons a“Merry Christ=
mas” and a “Happy New Year.”

It desires to thank you for your lib-
cral patronage, which has made it poss-
ible for its rapid and conservative

growth.

We desire particolarly tocall your attention to this
bank’s comparative statement of its deposits, which
speaks for itself luuder than words.

June 1st, 1907 - -
May 1Ist, 1908 . B
May 1st, 1909 - -
May 2nd, 1910 . -
May 1st 1911 - - $272,500.68
Nov. 6th, 1911 - - $ 296,632.12

Safe Deposit Boxes for rent from $1 50 to §$5.00 a year, _
Our bank is open Saturday afternoons for the accommodation of patrons.

OFFICERS :

M. E. SIMONS, President,
J. BE. TIFFANY, Vice-President,
C. A. EMERY, Cashier.

DIRECTORS :

W. H. Fowler, G. Wm. Bell,

W. B. Guinnip, M. E. Simons,
Johin B, Krantz, Pred Stephens,
Fred W, Kreltner, Goeorge W, Tisdell,
John Kuhbach, J. E. Tiffany,
Jolin Weaver,

$ 24,398.54
$ 109,896.20
- $ 161,077.58
$ 241,843.67

M. B, Allen,

George C. Abraliam,
J. Bam Brown,
Oscar B, Bunnell,
Wm, H. Dunn,
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Toys and
Christmas Goods

Never before have we offered such bargains in BOOKS,
TOYS, DOLLS and GAMES.

Our China Counters are filled with 5 and 10c China.

A Full Line of Havlin China
Dinner Sets at

$32 to $90

A SET

Dinner Sets sold in open stock.
around.

Step in and look
It's a pleasure to show goods.
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F. Q. Terwilliger,

Proprietor.

R B B B B O o o o S e g

A S e e e e e e S AR an e e e e e,




