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MRS. FARMER
DIESINGHA'R

Woman Electrocuted at
Auburn Prison.

CONFESSES  GUILT.

Pathetic Interview With
Doomed Husband.

LAST HOUR SPENT IN PRAYER

James Farmer, Who ls Also Under | Baird, Troy, N, Y,; Migs Margaret T,

Sentence of Death For a Share In

ution chamber. Farmer was then led
swny, and Mrs, Furmer was taken to
the death chamber,

Father Hickey and an assistant led
the denth march, The leg electrode
was adjusted by Capiain Putterson,
amd the two women nuvaes assisted
him. When all wus In readiiiess State
Electrician Davis turned on the cur-
rent, which mensured 1,540 volts and
T mperes,

The autopsy on the bhody of Mra,
Farmer was performed by Dr, Ed-
ward Spitzka of Philladelphin and Dr.
Charles Lambert of the Patbhologleal
Institute, Ward's Island, New York.
James Parmer asked Father Hickoy
to tuke charge of the body, and the
priest will have the body decentl;
buried imest. Joseph's cemetery.

The list of official witnesses of th
execntion was ag follows:

Ezra B Bellinger, sheriff of Jefer-
gon county, Watertown, N, Y.; Dr, Ed-
|wln A Spitzka, Jefferson Medleal eol-
lege, Philadelphla; Dr, Charles 1.
Lambert, Pathological Institute, Ward's
[ Island, New York: Dr. 1. M. Douovan,
| Canandaigua, N. Y.; Dr. E. M, Som-
| mers, assistant superintendent of 8t
|

|

Lawrence hospital, Ogdensburg, N. Y.;
| Dr, Fred M, Boyle, Buffalo; Dr. H. M.
Westfull, Moravin, N, Y.; Miss Agnes

|B§-ruo. Auburn, N, Y.: E, H. Thom-

the Killing of Mrs. Sarah Brennan, | O™ Aunburn, N. Yo Willlnm H., Smith,

Is Allowed to See His Wife Before

She Pays the Penalty—She Is Drivml I

In a Carringe to the Men's “Death
Row," and the Pair Remain Together
For About an Hour—Current of 1,840
Volts and Seven and a Half Am-
peres Used by State Electrician,
James Farmer Asks Priest to Have
the Body Dfecently Buried.

Auburn, N, Y., March 29.—While her
busband, Jumes D. Farmer, himself
under senteuce of death, sat in an ad-
Joining cell in the men's ward, Mrs,
Mary PFParmer was electrocuted today
in the state prison here for the mur-
der uf her nelghbor, Mrs, S8arah Bren-
nan, of which both were found gullty.
There was no hitch in the electrocu-
tion,

Mrs. Farmer and her husband met
in final communication at daybreak to-

Watertown. N, Y.; Carl 8 Brandebury,
| New York: M. R. Fletcher, New York;
rank E. Davis, South Butler, N, Y.,
and Willlam €, Bell, Auburn, N. Y.

Mrs. IFarmer was the second wo-
man In this state to die In the electrie
chnir, Mrs, Martha Place, who Killed
her daughter in Brooklyn, was the
first, she having been put to death
March 20, 1800, In Sing Sing prison.
Exceplional efforts were made to save
Mrs., Place from the chair, but Theo-
dore Roovsevelt, then goveraor, refused
to Interfere,

In denying the application for execu.
tive clemency in the case of Mrs,
Farmer, Governor Hugles sald:

“A most careful examination of tha
facts In this case leads to the conclu-
sion that the conviction was just. The
murder was most brotal and was un-
attended by any clrcumstances afford-
Ing the slightest basls for extenuation
or appeal to sympathy on the prison-

day, the woman belng taken over to

the men's prison for the interview,
Mrs. Farmer wore to the chalr a

plein black dress the skirt of which

was bifurcated to facilitute the ad-|
| days later the body of Sarah Brennau,

Jugtment of the electrade upon the leg.
She was attended by one of the two
woen who have watched her day and
alght since she came to Auburn prison,

Before she went to the chalr Mrs.
Farmer mnde a confession of her guilt
to her splritual adviger, Father J. J.
Hickey, who attended her in her last
moments,

Hrought from the woman's prison to
the receiving cell in the condemmned
row, Mrs. P'urmer bade farowell to hier
busband and was then lodged in the
cell that adjoing the execution chnm.
ber to awalt the call to the ehalr,

James Farmer, the husbhand, also un-
der sentence of death for the killing of
the Brennan woman and whogse cage |8
now beturs the conrt of appeals. was |
tuken to another part of the prison
that be might not hear the withesses
on their way to the room of exeeution
or the march of his wife to her death.

The wretched woman showed no ey-
idences of collupse, thongh the Inst
words hetween herself and huasbhand,
separated in their parting interview hy
henvy biars  and  an impenetrable
gereen, were nffecting to the two wo-
men atiendants and the captaln of the
guard.

As the Inw daoes not permit it, there
was o farewell embrace when
time enme for separation. When the
steel door of Mrs. Farmer's cell had
e¢losed and James Parmer, weeping,
had been led away the woman fell
upon her eot and wept for o few mo-
ments and then hegan to pray. Father
I, 0. Tlickey, pastor of the Holy Fam-
Iy chureh, vigited Mrs, Farmer and
neayed with her, The priest adminis-
tered the lnst sacrament and offered
prayvers for the dying before the short
murch to the exeention chiamber,

In the =ubdued light of early morn-
ing Mra. Farmer dregsed for her exe- |
cution., Bhe clothed herself in a prison |

gown amd walst and then carefully ar- |
A woman attendant |

ranEed hier hnlr,
bifnreated the gown to the knee and
slit the stecking so that the electrode
might be applied to the limb. A lock
or two of halr was elipped from the

woman's head In order to form a per- |

fect contact with the electrode,

The prison bullding was quiet whml|

Mrs, Furmer, accompanied by the two

women ultendants, Dr, Jehn Gerin, the

prigon physician: Fiather Hickey nnd
Waorden RBenham, wis brought down
from lier ¢ell on the secand tier of the
wamen's bullding,

Across the wilent yard the waman
and ker escort walked to the end of
the men's bnilding, where a carrlage
was n walting to drive them te the
ratrance of the “death row.” Tt was
only u slhort drive along by the cleth
Wkops wnd other prisom departments,
but the fall of the horse's hoofs and
the crunching gravel In the roadway
told the prisoners In thelr cells the
wtory of what was happening ifn the
vurd below,

The carguge with Mrs, Farmer and
her altendoants came to & stop, and
the door leading to the condemned
row was opened, Once lnslde the doer
wir closed, and Mrs, Farmer was
placed within a cell In the recelving
room, and her husband was sent for,
It might have Ween an hour before
Captain Patterson, who, with the two
women attendants, were In the room,
gave o qulet warning that the time
lind come for the parting,

Tuere wus an inaudible word spoken,
& lust greeting, the shuMing footsteps
of o womun us she was belng led along
the durk and parrow corridor and the
closing of a eell door nexf to the exe-

o1's behalf,”

The erline was committed on the

fmorning of Aprit 28 in the Farmer

home in the town of Hounsfield. Four

wife of Patrick Brennan, was foumd In
a trunk in the rear reom of the Bren-
nin home, into which the Farmer fam-
Iy moved two days following the kill-
Ing. .

The motive of the murder as estab-
lighed by the prozecution was to gain
possession of the Brennan home, In
October last a deed of the property
was execnted from Harah Brennan to
James ), Farmer, Mrs, 'armer imper-

lsonating Mrs. Brennan und forging hey

nume to the document before a Wa-
tertown notary. A few weeks Inter
the FParwmer womun, again impersonat-
ing Mrs, Brennan, executed a bill of
sile of the personal property In the
Brennan house,

The Brepnans nnd Parmers lived side
by =lle, Mre, Brennan and the Furm-
er womnn were Inthmate friends. On
April 23 Mre. Brennan was last seen
entering the Farmer home, Hetween
100 o'eloek and noon Mrs, Brennan's
shinll wns erushed with s blunt instru-
ment and her face mutilnted almost
beyond recognltion,

Mrs, Farmer's execution will be the
Inst early morping execution at Au-
hurn, Saperintendent Collins has au-
thorized Warden Benham herenfter to

the | conduet electrocutions at G eo'clock In

the evening ruther than at 6 . m.

COMMERCE COUNCIL MEETING

Discusses Needs of Trade With Secre-

tary of Commerce and Labor,

Waushington, March 20.—The first of
fedil meeting of Becretary of Com-
weree and Labor Nagel with the na-
thiona! conncll of commerce took place
[todey in the department over which
the secretury presides. Becretary Na-
gel expressed much Interest in the
work of the councll, which was or-
guniged durlug the term of his prede-
cessor, Seeretary Straus.  Plans for
extending the usefulness of the couwn-
(el were dincussed,

T'he councll bears the character of a
imlli»-lml chamber of commerce or beard
|of trade, furnishing the secretary with
|Iurnrm;-llun A8 10 the needs and con-
ditions of various industries.

About fifty large bodles belong to the
leouncll, including such organizations
as the Nutlonnl Assoclution of Manu-
| fucturers, the American Cotton Manu-
fucturers’ assoclution and the Cattle
Rualsers’ assoclailon,

FIENDISH WIFE MURDER.

Negre Almost Decapitates Woman and
Then Mutilates Body.
Kingston, N, Y., March 20.—Daniel
Pard, a4 negro employed on the Asho-
kan dnm, wmurdersd his wife in thelr

home at that place.

Ford almost decapitnted his wife
with a4 rasor and then disemboweled
her., The erime followed a quarrel re-
gulling from the wife's discovery that
he hud drawn his pay and sguanderced
i.

IPordl ecscaped, but was arrested at
drkville,

FOUND DEAD UNDER CLIFF,

Missing Lawyer Probably Stumbied
Over Forty Foot Bank.

Dunkirk, N, Y., March 20—Bert E.
Farnbam, & prominent lawyer, was
found dead at the foot of a ferty foot
¢l ut Laona,

He disappeared last Tuesday, and It
§6 belleved he aocldently stumbled over
the edge of the cliff,

" LEST WE

Market Street. Philadelphia, to be Repaved with
Wood, Stone or Asphalt.

MARKET STREET BUSINESS MENS' ASSOCIATION PREFER WOOD.

The Hemlock Paving Block Freshet In the Dyberry and Lack.

awaxen.—An Il Wind that

For some time past the question of re-
paving Market street has been the special
bone of contention among the usually
pence loving people of Philadelphia.
That something must be done, and done
quickly, to put that busipess thorough-
fare in creditable condition hne been
conceded by the parties most immediate-
ly interegted—thosge who will have to foot
the bills,—but there seems to have been
a radical difference of opinion a8 to the
materinl to be employed, asphalt, granite
and wood each having their strenuous
ndvorates.

Finally contractors were invited to gub-
mit bids, and lagt week the Department
of Public Worke opened the vations
senled offers handed in.  While the bids
demonstrated that wood paving would
be virtually the same in cost 88 granite
block, the amount asked for asphalt was
far cheaperthan for either wood or gran-
ite block. In some instances a number
of bide for wood block surfnce were be-
low the prices nsked for the better grades
of granite block. Bids for asphalt s
low as $1.04 a square yard were sub-
mitted, while the cheapest price of wood
block was $3.10, and of straight granite
block, $3.00.

After the proposals were opened and
referred to be scheduled, Mayor Reyburn
declared that the paramount question
was to obthain & pavement which would
prove lasting and be a credit to the city
in every way. Great consideration, he
gnid, should be given to the selection of
the character of paving. This matter
will be taken up in a few days, so that
the contract may be awarded early this'
Spring. |

Meanwhile the Market Street Buginess
Men's Protective Association has pub-
licly placed  iwself on record as favoring
wood blocks. It has also declared flatly
that it will accept full responsibility for
such a pavement, and the Philndelphin
Inquirer declares that the expressed wish
of this body should be the lagt word on
the subject, as it gives the eity the beet
authority for going ahead with the wood
paving.

It must be reimembered, however, adds
the Inguirer, that the merchants demand
that the city assume rmpnnsibiiiiy for |
the quality of mnaterial used and the |
manner of laying it.  The Association is
a body of responsible men acting in good |
fuith.  Its members ns individunlz will |
benefit most largely by an adeqgoate pav-
ing or suffer most through a poor make-
shift. Their enormons busginesa invest-
ments are most elogely  agsociated with
the publie interests in this particnlar dis-
trict beeapse it is on the public they
must depend for retums, They want this
agreat commercial artery placed in the
®est possible shape and the city admin-
istration should see that it is done,

We are a little curious to know just |
why this prominent association of l'hila-[
delphinns have taken such a fancy to
wood blocks for pavement purposes, |
The best authorities on road making,
whose opinions have been erystalized in
cyelopedias and general books of refer-
enee, geem to entertain no sach pref-
grence.  Une says: **Wood pavements
have been used for roads more ns a
makeshift than with serious thonght of
permanence, Wooden blocks, sawed in
leugths of seven or eight inches, and
laid end up will stand a great denl of |
wear, but exposure to alternate moisture
and drying heat rots them in the course
of a decade or twn. Chambers speaks
of *“hlocks of wood with the end up and
blocks of cast iron'' ag having been tried
for paving purpoges,  ““The wooden
block is delightfully ensy and not noisy,
but in wet weather it is excoedingly
slippery. Cast iron ig too hard, and
causes too much jolting,

But Pluladelphia is not without an ex-
perience of its own with wood block
pavement, Bomething like sixty or per-
haps more years ago, the eity experi-
mented in that direction ; noi, il our
reoolleotion serves, very much to the sot-
isfaction of its inhabitants. The hem-
loek [rom which the hexagonal blocks
were sawed proved to be not all of the
same (exture ordurabilivy, andin a very
ghort time, the streets were filled with
ruts and holes fringed with alippery and
menncing splinters, annoying if not ab-
golutely dangerous to man and boepst,
The practics) test thus made, rosolted
in the cancelling of an order for more
blocks ; and the loss of o market which
followed led to the episodes which give
a local trend to our reminiscent article
for this week.

In 1784 occurred what was known as
“The Battle of the Kegs,"' on the lowar
Delaware ; in1787 what wasealled “*The
Pumpkin Flood,"" strewed the lower val-
ley ofthe Busquehanna with the pumpking
of the unfortunnte Connectiout settlars
at Wyoming, ands in the late "408 the
“Paving Block Freshet'' astonished the
residents nlong the banks of the Lacka-
WAXEN,

The story of “The Bauleof the Kegs''
may be thus briefly told :  In January,
1784, sgome Whige at Bordentown, N, J.,

|ehunks up the cliffs, (there were vory

where Francls Hopkinson, one of the

FORGET !”

Blew the Boys Some Good,

signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence resided, set aflont a number of kegs
filled with powder and furnished with
machinery in such a manner that on
rubbing against any objeotin the stream
they would explode. 'These were the
torpedoes invented by David Bushnell,
of Connecticut. The British vessels in
Philadelphin had been hauled into the
docks to keep clear of the ice, and thus
escaped any injury from the torpedoes.
One of the kegs exploded, however, near
the city, and produced intense alarm.
Not a stick or n chip was seen floating
for twenty-four hours afterward but it
wns fired at by the British. This cireums-
stance afforded the theme for Hopkin-
gon's poem, “The Battle of the Kegs.”'
The “Pumpkin Flood" wne oceasioned
by incessant rains along the upper waters
of the Busquehanna, resulting in an in-
undation of the plaing of Wyoming,
which drove the gettlers to the hills and
swept away nearly all their possessions,
the pumpking being buoyant and feat-
ing in the rushing waters to nlimost in-
credible distances down thestream. The
Paving Block Freshet'' came about in
this wise: Deacon Homer Brooks the
pioneer of the family, and his second
son Ezra, built in 1842, a sawmill on the
point  near the Dyberry Falls, (now
Tanner Falls) almost directly in front of
the residence of William F. Riefler, in
Dyberry townsghip. The former had
been engaged in general lumbering for
fourteen years previously, scoring and
hewing wharf timber for the Philadel-
phin market, which he ran ont of the
Dyberry and Lackawaxen in single rafts
and down the Delaware in what was
called a'*double Delaware,”” being made
up of four “‘ecolta’ lashed together.
When the new mill was built the firm
engaged in the manufacture of shove
and hoe handles, and later, Charles W,
Torrey, of Bethany, took a contract to
furnish Philadelphin from it with hem-
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CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

il The Kind You Have
Always Bought
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THE OENTAUR SOMPANY, NEW YORR QITY,

_ ﬂtn.SmemlirD
it | Worms
| ness and LOSS OF SLEER.

Nobody knows without trying it how easy
it is to make money gave money when
an account is opened in the

Is Your Money
Lying Around ldle?

lock paving blocks, polygonal in shape,
about a foot in diameter by eight inches
in thickness. Several consignments  of
these symmetrieal segents were sent
down on rafts, and for a while seemed
to mnke an ideal pavement. There was
no noise from elattering hoofs or whirl-
ing wheels, Horses seenred a good foot-
ing on them ; the draft of loaded vehi-
cles was redoced to o minimuam ; pleas-
ure carrvinges  glided over them withont
rattle or jar, « But, like the Deacon's
“One Hoss Shay' when they collapsed
they went to pieces all at once. They
beeame slippery to a dangerous degres

HONESDALE DINE D

Right away von will get the desive to enlavge it.  Then it
furnighes the very best lesson in economy, weans a person from
habits of extravagance and is one of the greatest comforts in the
world. Tt is not safe in these days.of hold-ups and robberies to
have money lying avound idle in your home or pocket. It is safe
in the bank where it works for you day and night,

The modern burglar proof safe and vanlt of this bank afford the greatest
protection for yvour money, and its safety deposit boxes for all other valuables.
Active or snvings acconnts received.  Three per cent, paid on savings deposita.
Its drafts ure the safest and cheapest method of sending money to foreign

countries,  Call and get a pocket check book.  Money loaned on good security
to home people to whom preference is always given,

in wet weather ; they warped and split

and splinterved ; they got curvature of |
the spine, and presented a hump-back- |
ed appearance from end to end of every |
street in which they were inuse. Then |
came a nataral revalsion of foeling as |
to their merits and a reversal of the pop- i
ular judgment in their favor. A stop |
was put to further delivery of the blocks, |
just at a time when the Dyberry suw= |
millers had perhaps thousands of them

ready for shipment,

Shortly afterward an unuenally high
freshet oceurred in the stream on which
the mill was located.  Both branches of |
the Dyberry eame down from the hillg |
“onded for bear,”" and when they join-
ed forees swept evervihing before them. |
The mill dam, the mill and the hundreds
or thousands of paving blocks, vielded |
to the irresistible flond,  Much of the |
wreek goon fonnd the bottom, but the l
hemlock bloeks danved gaily on the sur- |
fnce, as il on their way to the llmlkpri
City to fill & rush order. When they |
regched Honesdale another *‘Battle of |
the Kegs'' seare was narrowly averted,
The Lockawaxen was Hlled with the
bobbing, whirling mass, flling all with
curiosity amd some with appreliension
s to their origin and <oject,  The great
body soon passed ; but loiterers strag-
gled nlong for days, and indeed, it was
vears before the lnst of them were seen,
Such as were eanght in eddies, or on
sandbars, or nmong bushes by the re-
ceding of the first flood, were dislodged
by the rising waters of the next: and so
on for many vears,

Needleas to say that this river flotsam
was A godsend to many of us town-boys
of that period. We earried the six-sided

foew houses on the Ladywood lane side of
town in those days,) and sent thom
hounding back down the steep hillsides
for another splash into the river.  Like
Jim Bmiley's “Jumping Frog," one
blogk didn’t seem any better than an
other bloock when they were 'totohed
ofi’" for their race down the long slopes;
but oftentimes there was a wide diffor-
enee in the time required for them to
reach the bottom. They frequently fol-
lowed ecoentrie couraes, moreover, took
the bit in their teath'’ so to speak, and,
deflected by n stone, or some other ob-
struction, wounld seoot off in some entire-
Iy unexpeoted divection : one espeelally
flagrant ranaway erashing through the
roof of 4 kitehen thonght to be entirely
out of the range of danger. In the river
we niiled cleats noross their tops and
mude for ourselves oapital floats from
which to fish and dive ; and, for the
more venturesome, sometimes to go over
the “foundry"" or " Kimble mill'" dams,
And then what s blessing they were
when the injunetion eame to “Get your
kindling wood ready for the morning 1"
They were so exactly the right length
when riven and so easy to split withal |
And so ended the first chaptlor of the
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We want you to understand the reasons for the ABSOLUTE SECURITY
of this Bank.

~ELH-

WAYNE COUNTY, SAVINGS BANK

ONESDALE, PA.,

HAS A CAPITALOF - - - $100,000.00
AND SURPLUS AND PROFITS OF - 855,000,00
MAKING ALTOGETHER 455.000.00

EVERY DOLLAR of which must be lost before any depositor ean lose a PENNY
It has conducted a growing and suceessful business for over 35 years, serving
an inerensing number of customers with fidelity and satisfaction.

It cash funds are protected by MODERN STEEL VAULTS.

11 of these things, coupled with conseryviative management, insured
by the CARERUL BPRESONAT ATTENTION constantly given the
Hank's affuirs by o notibly nbie Board of Diroctors nssures the patrons
of thut SUPREME HAI"HE‘\' whivh I3 the prime essentinl of o good

Hunk.

Total Assets, - - - $2,733,000.00
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Telephone Announcement

This company 18 preparing to do extensive construction

work in the
Honesdale Exchange District

' which will greatly improve the service and enlarge the
system.

Patronize the Independent Telephone Company

which reduced telephone rates, anddo not contract for any
other service without conferring with our

Contract Department Tel. No. 300,
CONSOLIDATED TE';EPHIIIE C0. of PENNSYLVANIA.

oster Bullding.

Philadelphia Wooden Pavement story,




