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TARIF EUNEH[SS

National Gonvamion at In
dianapolis In Session.

FOR NONPARTISAN GOMMISSI(]M

|
Bpeakers Declare That the United
States Lingers Decades Behind
Scientific Methods of Eu-
ropean Countries.

Indlannpolls, Feb, 17.--The first na.
tonnl el commisglon  convention,
whose delegntes hope to point the way
for (he estnblishment of o permanent
el commission, held a rouslng ses-
slon here, at which speeches  woere
mnde by Henry 8, Towne, president of
the Merchants' soclety of New York;
Hemator Brown of Nebroskn, Repre-
sentintive Fowler of Noew Jersey and
ex-Governor Gulld of Massuehusetts,

Men of opposing  political |J.Nlh.-l
whose views on the coustruetion of nl
it differed widely sat slide by slde |
a8 delegntes and Jolned In tamaltoons
appluuse as speaker after speaker vig- |
orously denounced the present tarif |
il the method of I8 constructlon,

That the present torl system hoas |
been outgrown and that the United
Stntes lingers decndes behind the sel-
entific methods of Buropean conntries
was repeated almost as offen as o
new. spenker nddressed the delegotes.
The speakers declared that the prompt
establishment of a4 nonpartisan tarif|
commisglon was the only remedy for
present conditions.

On the nuture of the commlission,
whether It shounld be a permanent bu-
mn and an adjunct to the depart-
: of commerce and laber, an ap-

ve cnmmlnlm:. mmﬂ of

X "...

D politics, ami Oon;mmn
'hwlu mﬂ Jergey, who 18 sponsor
for the Beveridge commisslon bill now
before congrens, caused & demonstra-
tion when he asserted that the tarift
must cease to be the footbnll of politl-
enl purtles.

Mr. Van Clenve's emphatie declara. |
tlon that the conventlon wag not in-
torested in the raising or lowerlng of
any partienlnr sehedule and that Pres-
ldent Elect Taft wias in Huoe with the
purpnses of the gnthering preceded a
vigorous dealing with the question of
the necessity for a tarvlf commission
nud was loudly cheered,

Representntive Charles N, Fowler of
New Jersey addvessed the tarlff con-
vention In advoency of a DIl outlined
by hhmself which proposes the crea-
tien of a tarif commizgslon of fifteen
wembers ot a salary of $10,000 per
year ench.

My, Fowler recommended that every
commercial body In the Unlted States
be organlzed into n eampalgn elub and
“through the sheer foree of voling
power compel your members of con-
gresy to commit themselves to the pro-
grim."”

“Nelther the house nor the senate,"
he declared, *will yield an atom of its
power or prerogative any more than
the klngs of Eoglund did unless driven
to do &6 by an overwhelming, consum-
fng publie sentiment, which yon alone
cn erente,

“The voluminous ltigation growing,
out of customs dispntes, which keeps
an army of judges, lnwyers and gov-
ernment officinlz constantly busy, has |
cost milllon of dollars to the govern-
ment, many more millions to the peo-
e directly luterested thereln and in
the end must come from the pockets
of the people. WIith the exception of
the members of the bar hardly a sin- |
gle class in this community has been
benefited by this unproductive woste
of tlme and money., During the last
enrrent yedr 55708 classiflention pro-
testa were recelved and 85780 were
decided, while the snspenslon files now
number 60,03,

“Every lnrge business In the United
Btutes has o body of expert men, cost-
fng ns much as an expert commisslon
would cost this government, 1Iu|ng|
nothing Wt reducing every factor of
the buslness to a certainty and refin. |
Ing every differeatinl to a thirty-sec- |
ond or a sixty-fourth of 1 per cent,

“Our lmport and export trade hos
passed the $3.000.000,000 moark. It is
high time we should reduce our for-
¢lgn trade to an approximate sclence,
us nll the nations of Europe have
done ™

New York Boldiers Dine Governor,
Albany, N, Y., Feb. 1T.—Governor
Charles B, Hughes will be the guest
of honor at the national guard dinner
hare tounlght.

| Mlnmn,
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NEAR TRAGEDY IN HOUSE.
John Wesley Gaines' Gesture All but
Fells Texan.
Wighington, Feb., 17.—=With no mal-
feo aforethonght, Representntive John
Woesley Gnines of Tenneseo came neny

linding on the Roman noze of Repre-

genbitive James L,
n the liouse,

Mr. Gaines had worked himself futo
fury over the Inguirles of the Re-
publicnn  poarty, and his armg were
moving through the alr at a frightful
veloelty  when  Mr, Shayden  moved
down the alsle. He was paying no
heod to the gentleman from Tennessee,
who wns (nking ndvantage of an op-
portunity o mnke n speech,

Mr. Blayden enme to his senses, how.
ever, ns Lie felt n strong arm grasp his
brow, and he dueked o thme to save
i nose, I John Wesley Galnes hiad
Invded the onteome might hive bheen
rerlons, Mr, Rlayden I8 from Texns,

Bluyien of Texns

U. 8. SENATOR UNDER PROBE.

Stephenson of Wiaconsin Questioned as
to $107,000 Primary Fund.
Madison, Wik, Fel, 15 = TUnlted
Rintes Renntor Isnae Btephenson sub.
mitted o n gearching exnmination ex-
tegling over founr hours by the Wis.
ot Wglslntive  commiities, which
slnriodl o0 prabe of the Unlted States
senatoriol privanry of last fall,
Stephenson told the story of his ex-
penditure of more than 107,000 dar-

ema‘ ghey.ﬁﬂm
Stacks of pald checks were
placed in evidence,

Checks for sums totullng over $50,-
000 were Issued to J. A, Van Cleve of

enlled upon him Wi
IMoney.

Mavinette, one of his managers, and
£50,000 was placed in a Milwaukee
banlk for the use of his mannger. Pay-
ments by checks for wvarlous other
small nmounts were acknowledged by
the senntor “for work done.”

Muny of the expenditures were be-
Hutled by the senator, e did
keep o memornnda of everything he
spent, saying, “I keep them in my
hend,”

Ay, Stephenson sald that the state-
ment of expenditures was prepared by
bis managers, and he signed 18,

188 KILLED IN MINE.

Explosion Followed by Fire In a Col-
liery In England.
Nowenstle, Englnud, Peb. 17—Later
peports show that 188 lives were lost
by the exploglon in the colllery ot
West  Stanley, which employs 400

NI,

Nearly 200 of the men were in the
pit gt the time, Lud none of them have
come o the surfuce, although rappings
have Been heard, and it is supposed
that these are from some of the min-
ers who esenped death from the ex-
ploston and the fire which followed it,

Almost immedlately after the explo-
ston flimes burst through the shaft,
seoreling the workers at the pit hend
and blowing out the fenelng and ap-
paratus ot the entrance to the mine,

The fuwmes spread rapldly, and it
wis impossible for the resculug puarty
to deseend Into the workings.

Thousgands of anxious people gith-
ersd nt the mwonth of the pit, but for
houes the fire burned furfously.

AN explosion resulting in the loss of

| twelve Hyves ocenrred at the same col

Hery In 1Rs2,

CUTTING GOES TO TANGIER.

New York Millionaire Named For Le-
pation Becretary,
Waoshington, TFeb, 17.— P'resident
Roosevelt sent to the seunte the nomit-
nallon of W. Dayard Cuattlng, Jr., the

| New York wlllionnh®, to be secretary

of legantion at Tangler, Moroceo,

W, Bayard Cutting, Jdr., 18 the son of
W, Bayard Cuttlng of New York and
nephew of . Fulton Cuatting, At pres-
ent bie Is Unlted Btates viee consul at

much of the Ameriean rellef work In
Rivlly. He was marcled some years

| ago In England to a doaughter of the
| Earl of Desart,

not

During the period after the
Messing enrthguike he had charge of

VENEZUELA SIGNB PROTOCOL. |

President Gomez Embraces United
States Commissioner Buchanan,
Caracas, Fel, 17.=The signing of |lu
protocol In seltlement of the mnlters
I dispute between the United Statos |
and Venezueln by IP'recident  Glomez
and Willinm 1, Bochonan, the speelal
| commilssioner ]'-';II'I“-I'HHIII.."!ll' Todted
States, wns attended by oo hinpressive

ceremoninl.

I'resident Gomez, with the members
of his eabinet, recelved Comimissioney
Buchanan at the pilace, where the
slgnntores were aMixed.  After this
was done the president embrneed the
Ameriean vepresentative, saying, “As
thig question has been solved  agpily
and honorbly (o0 hoth countries, we
ghomld senl It with an embrace.

The protocol stipulates thnt
Kix  months  eneh  governmenl  must
wie  one  arbiteator,  Within  two
months gfter that the eases will e
presented,  ad  the two arbiicators
will ehoose o (hled, Four mon hs are
towed for the preparation ol pres.
entition of counter elalms, and the tri-
bunal will then weet to hear aregn-
ments, It Is oxpoecied that twa months
will be occupled In this henrlng, and
two months will be glven up to the
formulnting of o declsion. The prate.
col recommends the arrangement of n
general arbitention treaty,

Conmdssioner  Boelytian
henee todny for Culm oon
ceruiser Does Moines,

| FAMOUS TENOR TO WED.
| Burgstaller Goes to Europe and 8o
Doecs Waalthy Mrs. Hexamer.
New York, Feb, 17.—Xlois Burgsinl
ler, the famous Wiagnerian tetuor, whoe
[ erented the role of “Pavstfal™ In Amer-
|i--:1. has salled vnexpectedly for ka.
rope on the steamship Kronprinzessin
Cecllle,
On the same vessel went Mrs,

within

will
Prvitrl

=il
the

A, P
riding academy in Hobolken, who sald
AMr. Buargstaller In Germany, 8he has |

n private fortune of $500.000 in her |
own rigtlt

success was Instantaneous, ana it lasat-
ed untll this setson, when the Gérman
opern casts were selécted and Burrian
begon to sing “Parsifal” In his stead.

ing personality and beauty of volce,
He I8 a cradunte of Prau Coslon Wag-
ner's sehiool at Balreuth and has sung
the leading voles in all the great Wag-
nerinn [It‘uﬂllrihnll‘i

NEW RECORD BY MAUP.ETANIA

Cunard Turbiner Makes 671 Knots In
n Day's Run.

New York, Feb, 17, —Another big ree-
ord hng been wade by the turbine liner
Muouretania, which s now bound for
this port from Liverpool and Queens-
town, According to eable messages
recolved ot the Cungrd ofice, the Hner
coverad G7 1 knots on the thivd day out.

The best previous record was (a0
knotg, held by the Lusitanin,

The best day's run the Mnauretania |
had to bher credit before this wns uu:
slhe

her last westhound trip, when
logeed GG knots, HMer best figures for
the transiallantle eip were established
Inst June—4 doys 20 hours 15 minutes
from Quecnstown to Bandy Hook,

FOR FLEET IN PACIFIC.

Senate Provides That One-half of Na-
vy Be Kept There.
Wiashington, Feb. 17— One-half of
the United States navy should be kept
on the Pacific coast at all times, In

the opinfon of the senate,

An amendment to the naval blll was
agreed to providing that in ghe dis.
cretion of the president one-hulf of
the navy sholl be kept In Puellle wa-
ters, so fur us practieable. The presi-
dent alrepady has the aunthority to so
divide the fleet, but the amendment
amounts to an expression of congross
in favor of such actlon,

WIRE COILED IN HIS AORTA,

Patient Recovering From
Delicate Operation,

Los Augeles, Cal, Teb, 1T.—Richard
Wheston, o vetired Brltlsh soldier, was
amltted to the hospltal suffering from
an ancurism,

Califernia

of the Dlood bond all but blown It out.

The doctors cul down (o the artery,
ond twenly feet of flue sllver wire
were passed through nnd curved avonnd
and pround, forming n splenl and bridg.
ing the enlarged space. He s recoy- |
erfug,

Colenel Killed by Train.

Penn Yan, N, Y., Feb, 17.—~Colonel
M. B Ellsworth was aimost {nstantly
killed by falling In front of # passens
! ger traln nbout to stop here.

Hexnmer, wife of the proprictor of o'

before she left that she was to marry |

Burgstaller is n young man of strik-|

In the aorta the wall of |
the artery was so thin that pressure |

CRIPPER™TS \CTIvE

Nine More Women Slashed
In Berlin Streets.

—_—

MAKES THIRTY IN FOUR DAYS

Thousands of Soldiers and Poliot
Patrol German Capital Day and
Night Without Capturing
the Assailant.

Derlin, Peb, 17.—Nine more young
women huve been nttneked nnd slashe
ed with o kulfe or awl by the so
cidled “ripper” within the last twen,
tyfour hours, making thirty victims
within the lnst four days, Seven of
the women have died of thelr Injuries,

Althongh thousands of soldlers and
poelice patrol the streels at every hour
of the day nuwd night, they have never
been on the spot when any of the at-
tmeks were made aud are apparently
o nearer too eatehling the assailoat
thnn they were boefore,

The fecling I8 that the polive are
poweriess to deal with this unident!-
fiedd assaflant, who denls his blows In
the open and always reappears just
when the pollee think that they have
vitught the gullly man,

The attneks hoave been made alto-
wether in the meaner gquarter of Der-
I e women who were the vie-
thms came of varlous classes, Many
of them are very poor, but some are
the wives of small storekeepers or
mien of moderate means, Practically
atbof thew are of unquestionnble char-
neter,

Tho ™ Derliners councet the prosent
serles of attncks with the very simi.
| lnr “ripper” murders of 1907 and 1008,
when scores of very young girls were
ftroclousiy slnin in hallways. The

present  “ripper,” llke the unknown
petgetrator of the crimes a year ago,

) LAALLe
upon the abdotnen. Only rarely has
thelr clothing protected thelr bodles
from being wounded. The cuts have
most of them been dealt with enough
force and alm to Inflict dangerous ab-
| dominnl or visceral wounds, Often
i death has followed.

The vietims of the aitacks of 1007
were all young girls, Most of them
were stil in ehildhood. The lunntic !
wuide o practice of first enticing them
into some secluded hallway by prom-
Ists of candy, whic¢h he c¢arrled with
Lilm. e would Invarlably end by as-
saulting them with some sharp stab-
bing Instrument supposed to be a sels-
sors binde. He would terribly lncerate
and mangle the abdomen and leave
the vietlm dylng, to he found by who
ever next passed that way,

Nelther durlng the Februnry assaults
nor during those of 1907 was the ot
tempt mnde to kill for the sake oi
taking life. AMutilation was Invaria-
bly the Insane object, and it did not
seem W matter to the “ripper” wheth-
er lils vietims died or not. This trait
mnrked him as a creature of a very
diferent type from the Whitechapel
“ripper' of 1888, who fivst killed, then
partly dissected the body,

The present perpetrator is ratlier a
slusbier than n ripper In- the sense
usnal In such abervations. He nevel
stibs or seems bent on intentionally
penelvating the abdomen, but eeems
inspired with the desive slmply to In.
fliet o brond shallow surface wound
or mark, The great keenness of his
weapon and the excessive strength ln|
Lis Llow enuse the dangerous wounds
thiut have so often resulted fatally,

CHILD HACEED TO0 DEATH.

Body Bore Twenty-eight Knife Wounds |
and Scars of Burns.

Marseilles, France, Feb. 17.—The dis-
covery of a revolting crime, recalllng
In detulls n case which occurred fu

| Parls in 1007, hos caused a sensation
here.

The body of an elght-year-old girl
toru by twenty-elght knife wounds sndl
further mutilated by burns has been
found in a populons quarter of the clty.
A man who bod been living with the

| glel's mother, who Is a widow, has!
bien arrested,

| Favorahle Report on Earl Today.
Albuny, N. Y., Feb, 17.—The senate
finance commitiee todny reported fa-
vorably to the sennte the nomination
| of Rolert Barl a8 Democratle member
of the state highway commission,
I
|

No Boys at Races or Cockfights.
Sacrnmento, Cal,, Feb, 17—The as-
I sembly pussed Grove L. Johnson's bill
muking it 8 misdemennor for a minor

to wttend n cockight, prizsefight or
horse rnce.

SUICIDE LEAGUE IN RUSSIA.
Epidemic of Self Destruction Among
8t. Petersburg Bociety.
8t. Petersburg, Feb, 17.—Neurnsthe-
i is clalming an ever Inereasing nums-
ber of victims in all sections of Bt
Petersburg soclety, A surprising num-
ber of people, tired of life, seck death

by varlous methods,

Persons of fashionubie soclety jour-
ney to Finland and filng themselves
Into the romantle Imatra rapids.
Btrange clubg and socletler are In ex-
{stence, One of these {8 styled "Tiger
and Hunter,” Two members draw
lots to decide who will be the tiger
anil who the hunter. A sllver bell is
hung around the tiger's neck, and the
hunter I8 given n londed revolver,
Both enter large darkened rooms, and
the spectators tuke refuge In safe cor-
ners,

The hunt beging, The hunter's eyes
are hound. He w allowed six shots,
gulded by the sound of the bell. 1f
he falls to hit the tiger the roles are
reversed, and the hunter becomes the
tiger, This contlnnes until  blood
Hows,

Another soclety has “champagne
ovenings,” where one among twenty
bottles Is  drogged with morphia,
Sometimes In a single night there are
munerous secret suleldes, for which
there {8 no plausible explanation, giv-
Ing rise to the susplcion that the vle-
tims belong to the same league of self
destirnetion,

SUFFRAGETTE UP IN BALLOON

Weman Agitator Fails In Plan to Over-
awe Parliament,

London, Feb, 17.—The militant suf-
fragettes, who hitherto have found
the ranks of the police Invulnerable to
thelr assaults by elther land or water,
decided to frustrate these guardians
of the Inw by approaching the houses
of parlloment from above by means
of an aleship,

When the airship appeared above the
heads of the leglslators their surprise
wias great to see on the gas bag print-
ed the words, “Votes For Women,"
while forty foot strenmers bearing va-
rivus Inscriptions floated In the wind.

Miss Muatters, one of the herolnes of

‘| the “chain and grille” incldent In the

hotise of commons, was to occupy the
' #d by an experlenc-
le the ves.

parlinment.

When it was halted Miss Matters,
armed with a megaphone, was to
shont down words of deflance at the
astounded commoners and shower
down handblills on thelr heads,

The airship rose all right, but it
never reached the houses of parlin-
ment. It went nstray and finally de-
scended at Conlsdon, Surrey, fifteen
miles fromn London,

FOR JEWS IN RUSSIA.

Move to Get Equal Rights For Amer-
icans In Czar's Land.

WashIngton, Feb, 17.—A joint reso-
lution  presented by Representative
Goldfogle of New York designed to
get hetter  treatment for American
Jews travellng In Rtussin was reported
favorahly
forelgn affalrs.

It ealls upon the president to enter
Into artapgements with Russin by
treaty or otherwise “in order that all
Amerlean citizens shall have equal
frocdom of travel and sojourn In Rus-
sla without regard to race, ereed or
religlons falth.”

The resolutlon is the outgrowth of
muny complaints that Rusala has re-
fused to recognlge Awmeriean passports
held by Jews, The matter has been
made the subject of diplomatic ex-
chunges of notes between the two gov-
ernments, but without results satlsfac-
tory to Jewlish travelers, A treaty coy-
oring the point is contemplated.

WIRELESS FOR SHIPS.

House Passes Burke Bill; Senate Like-
ly to Concur.

Washington, Feb. 17.—Vessels en-
guged in the coastwise trade of the
United States and foreign vessels
touching at American ports are re-
quired to be equipped with wireless
telegraphy under the terms of the
Burke bill passed by the house,

As to the constwise trade, the bili
applies only to vessels carrying fifty
passengers or more between ports 200
milles or more apart.

The ngitation in copgress for the
compulsory equipment of passenger
eraft with radlo telegraphlie apparatus
was begun as n direct result of the
collislon of the stenmshlp Republle
with the Italian lner Florlda.

Size of Battleships Limited,

Washington, Feb, 17.—By an amend-
ment to the naval approprintion bill
adopted by the senate the size of the
two battleahips authorized is lmited
to 21,000 tons and thelr cost exclusive
of armor and armament to $4,500,000
ench.

Woeather Probabilities.
Falr; colder; moderate west winds,

by the house commitiee on |

| with

BAN ON BAD PLAYS

Theater Syndicate Heeds
Protest of Ministers,

e —

FIVE SHOWS VOTED INDEGENT

Trust Will Refuse to Allow Book-
ings In Its Houses to Any of
the Alleged Immoral
Produotions.

New York, Feb, 17.—Ylelding to the
protests made by ministers of all de-
vominations, in which Prealdent Burn-
ham of tbhe Theatrleal Managers' as-
socintion joined, the theater syndleate,
which controls more than 00 per cent
of the theaters of the United States,
hag put its emphatic ban on each and
every one of the plays declared im-
moral and Indecent.

In necordance with this new polley
Klaw & Erlanger announced that un-
der no clrcumstances would they give
time throughout the country to the
plays which had been eriticiged as Im-
moral, The official statement was
made by Abraham L, Erlanger, who,
with Mare Klaw, Is the head of the
thentrienl trust, as follows:

We are not golng to book these plays in
the theaters we own, control or represent,
This means that the theaters controlled
by the syndicate throughout the country
and those operated by Kilaw & Erlanger
Individually will not book any of the
plays that have been denounced as im-
moral or indecent,

The contracts that bave been made
through us will be respected, as all of
our agreements Invariably are, but it Ia
only fair to our assoclates and ourselves
to say that no member of the syndlcate
has anything to do with any of the plays
that are belng denounced.

We are heartlly in anccord with the sin-
esre clergymen and the respactable newa-
papers in this crusade, We are golng to
et the so called Independents play all the
attractions of this character, and, while
en the subjoct, we want to add that we
are not golng to let our theaters deterior-
ate to the condition from which they were
rescued,

We do not belleve any of the managers
wae represent will Interfere with the re-
solve we have taken. If they do we shall
discontinue our business relations with

| tham at the expiration of present con-

A little more than a week ago
Oharles Burnham, president. ofesthe
New York Theatrleal Managers' asso-
clatlon, In an Interview said, “If I
hnd my way I would close five shows
which are now ruoning in New York
on the score of Immorality.”

The day Mr, Burnham made this
statement the Presbyterian, Methodist
and Baptlst ministers in thelr weekly
meetings had denounced five plays
then belng produced at Broadway the-
aters as vicious, immoral and inde-
cent, nnd they called on the mayor to
establish a  censorship of plays.
Archbishop Farley of the Roman Cath-
olic diocese of New York preached a
sermon declaring that the stage was
a slnk of obgcenity and flith which put
to shame the worst days of anclent
Rome, v

TO STOP FAKE BANKRUPICY.

Woolen Merchants Open National
Campaign to Check Frauds.
New York, Ieh, 17.—Following the
Indictment of Michael Devine and Ar
thur Ronan, tailors, charging them
mnking n false statement of
thefr financial condition in order to se-
enre o large bill of goods from a Phil-
adelphin merchant announcement was
made by counsel for the National
Waonlens and Trimmings assoclation,
which furnished Information against
the indicted tallors, that evidence was
belng prepared to indlet and prosecute
many sjmilar cases In the princlipal
cifles In the Atlantle and middle wast:

ern states,

Counsel for the association stated
thnt the iIndictment of the tallors
mirks the opening of a national cam-
pitlgn to stop alleged fraudulént bank.
ruptey practices, Members of the as-
soclation say that mercantile houses
hnyve been defranded out of hundreds
of thousunds of dollars by dlshonest
retallers sfarting accounts on falsified
credit statements and then golng Inte
bankraptey,

PLAYERS IN TRAIN WRECK.

8ix Killed and Thirty-six Injured In
Illincie Contral Catastrophe.

Murpheysboro, Ill., Feb. 17.—Fom
pnasengers were killed and thirty-six
Injured when an Illinols Central train
hound from 8t. Louis to New Orleans
wus wrecked on a trestle by running
into # broken rall near Murphysboro,

The injured include seventeen acters
and actresses of the Perry Hastings
show troup,

The (raln was runulog (fty-Ave miles
an hour as It entered on a trestls,
where the locomotive hit a broken rail.
The locomotive passed over the trestls
snfely, but the baggage car and the
smoking car went off the track and
threw the four remaining cars down
an embankment.




