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CIANT LAND FRALD

More Than $110,000,000
Wrongfully Acquired.

MAINLY BY BiG CORPORATIONS

Some 32,000 Distinct Cases In Twen-
ty-four Btates West of Missis-
sippi to Be Investigated
and Prosecuted.

Washington, Jan. 18.~Information of
r startling character of alleged whole-
eale and astounding frauds upon the
public Innds hag come Into the posses-
slon of Becretary of the Interior Gar-
field through special agents in the
field.

The serious allegation is made that
more than $110,000,000 worth of lnnds,
In states principally west of the Mis-
sissippl river, have been fraudulently
acquired within the past two yenrs,
mainly by corporations and also by in-
dividuals.

With a view of recovering these
lands Becretary Garfield has gent lot-
ters to Chalrmen Hale and Tawney of
the senate and house appropriation
committees respectively, asking for an
additional appropriation of $500,000,
which, if granted, with that already
asked for, will give the department
$1,000,000 for that purpose.

The specific purpose of the appro-
printlon requested is for preventing
depredations upon publie timber, pro-
tecting public Innds, examining swamp
Inds, ete.

It I8 stated that there is reasonable
prospect of recovering much of this
alleged fraudulently acquirved land If
the appropriation Is promptly maode.

It is also pointed out that while &
million dollars may seem large, it a8
not 1 per cent of the commercinl value
of the land which the government may
hope to recover.

Secrefary Garfleld has a stutement
from H, H, Bchwartz, chlef of the
fleld service, showing over 82,600 dis-
tinct enscs of alleged land frauds de-
manding forther investigation and
prosecution.

The number of such cases awaiting
investigation by states now pending is
as follows: Oregon. 1.462; California

and Nevada, 1409; Washington and
north Tdaho, 1.325: Montana, W$.605:

Colorado, B.021; Arizona, 4006; Wyom-
ing, 21,1656: Minnegown, Michlgan, Wis-
<ongin, North and South Dakota, 5,804;
Missourl, Loulslann and Arkansag,
1.603; Utah, 1.482; Oklnhoma and Ian-
#as, 1,012; New Mexico, 1,205, and
Floridn, Alabama and Mississippl.
1,960,

The additional upproprintion also 1s
required, the secretary says, on ne-
<«ount of the Increased demands on the
fleld service of the land office, due (o
the transferring to that division of
much work which has been done In
the past by the secret service and the
special service of the depm‘lment of
Justice,

STRICT JERSEY LIQUOR LAW.

Commission Submits Radical

Draft to Governor.

Treuton, N, J, Jan, 10.—The excise
commisslon appointed by Governoy
Fort to Investignte the excise question
has submitted th the governor a draft
of a proposcd luw which eontemyilntos
a complete revigion of the present
Hquor laws of the state,

The bill limits the number of lcense
places to one for every 600 inhabitants

The selling of liguur on Sunday wun-
der all clrenmstanees 8 absolotely
prohilbited.

All the eascntinl features of the 131
op law, including the screen provi-
slon, are coancted,

A specinl feature of the bill Is thnt
bartenders shull be reglstered,

The bill alke prohibits brewers Le-
fng interested In any licenses,

Exocise

QUICKEST ELECTROCUTION YET

Current Turned on Only Once to Kill
Murderer Mallillo.

Trenton, N, J,, Jan. 10,—The clectro-
ention of SBabino Melllllo In the state
prison here was remarkable for the
fact that the current was turned on
but once, the first time fn the history
of the state.

Mellillo war convieted of the murder
of Alfonso Tellichio.

—_—

HARRIMAN NEAR TAFT.

But He Has Neo Engagement to Talk
With President Elect. :
Augunsta, Ga., Jan. 10.—KE, H. Harrl-
man arrived here today. Ile is at the
Campton Terrace hotel, a winter re-
sort on the Bouth Carolina side of the
Bavannah river,

He has no engagement with Mr,
Taft. The president elect sald nlso he
did not expect to see Mr, Rockefeller,
who bas gunriers at the Bon Alr hotel.

FINE OF $1,623,000 STANDS.
YA

L
State of Texms Wins Ouster Suit
Agrinst Watera-Pierce Company.

Washington, Jan. 10.—The supreme
eourt of the United States nnanimous-
ly afirmed the decree of the state
courts of Texas {mposing a fine of
£1,623,000 on the Waters-Plerce Ol
company, a branch of the Standard
Oll trust, and ousting it from' the
stnte on the charge of violating the
nntitrost lnw,

The court also sustained the Texas
courts In the appolntment of Robert
J. BEekhardt as recelver of the com-
pany and thus agaln decided agalnst
the company,

Dealing with the contention that the
alleged conspiracy bLetween the Wa-
ters-Plerce company and the Standard
Oll company to control the price of oil
in Texns was not within the jurisdle-
tion of the Texas stute courts, Justice
Day sald that the agreement had been
executed within the state, This cir-
cumstance wns, he sald, conclusive
with the court that the convictlon was
had for acts luside the state's borders,

On the point that the state's pro-
coedings agninst the company had not

been just the court held that state |

leglslutures have o right to prevent |
unlivwful combinations to prevent com- |
petition and in restraint of trade and
to prohibit and punish monopolies.
Justice Doy discussed the contention |
that the fines Imposed were excessive, |
saying that the business done in Texas |
by the company was highly profitable, |
the property amounting to more than |
S40,000,000 and Hts dividends ns high
fg T per cent per annum,
“Assuming,” le said, “that the de.
fondant was gullty of a violation of
Inws over a period of years upon 8o
lnrge a scale, we are not prepared to
sny that there was want of due proc-
ess of law in the penalties Imposed.”

TELLS HIS LOST PAST.

Remariable Effects of Hypnotic Spell
en Injured Man.

New Faven, Conn,, Jan, 19.—¥What
the physlclans of Crace hospital con-
slder the most remari:able case of hyp-
notie Influence that bas come to their
notlee has developed there

Followlng the necldent, the mind of
Charles Osten, whose home 18 In West
Forty-second street, New York., bes
came completely clouded, He had Tor-
gottem even his name, and all the
events in his past life were a blank to
him. |

Osten's cose has puzeled physiclans
In thi« elty for more thaon @ month, He
wns plcked up wandering in Meadow
street, nenr the Unlon station, on the |
night of Dec. 10 and was taken to |
Grice hospital, where after weeks he
bhas been found unable to relate the |
least serap of personal history.

Dr, Allen R. Diefendorf threw Osten
Into a1 hypnotic state, and when he
was In it he wrung from him his name
and life history.

ASK CENSOR FOR SHOWS.

New York Ministers and Mayor to
Stop Improper Moving Pictures.
New York, Jan, 10.—Resolutions de-
manding the establishment by the
mayor of a censgorship on moving ple-
ture shows and the strict enforcement
of the Sunday closing lnw were passed |
at o mass meeting of clergymen and |
others interested In Sunday observ-

anece,

The reselations declare that “Ohris-
tlanity 1s part of the comuwon law of
this country™ and request the mnyor
“to  appoint some person of trust-
worthy moral judgment without whose
npproval no films can be exhiblted."”

The committee on lnws and leglsin-
tion of the board of aldermen held a |
heapring on  the proposed ordinonce |
which prohibits children under sixteen
from attending moving pleture shows |
unless necompunled by parents,

MEETS TODAY T0 BOOM TRADE

National Beard of Trade In Convention
In Washington, :
Wasghington, Jan, 10.—The notlonal
board of trade, an association of the
commerelal bodies of the United States,
opencd 1ts thirty-ninth annual conven-
tlon today In the New Willard hotel.
The national board of trade wns or-
gnnlzed June b, 1808, In Philadelphia
for the purpose of promoting the effi-
clency and extending the usefulness of
the varfous boards of trade and other
chartered bodles organiged for general
commercinl purposes In the United
Btates. It nims to secure unity and
barmony of asction In  commerelal
usages, customs and laws and the ad-
vancement of commercinl and Indus-
trial interests of the country at lurge.

PAIR KEEP SUICIDE PACT.

Husband and Wife 8hot Dead In Their
Home In Norfolk.

Norfolk, Va., Jan, 19.—Having evi-
dently carried out & prearranged plan
to die together, S8chuyler C, Carskad-
don and wife were found dead in their
home,

Both had been shot through the back
of the head, and the revolver was
found on the floor,

Mr. Oarskaddon was foreman of the
Walworth-Nevill Menufacturing plant.

WINERS CONCLAV

United Workers' Gonvention
In Indianapolis Today.

DEMAND FOR NEW AGREEMEN)

Eight Hour Day and Complete Rec:
ognition of Union as a Party
to Negotiate Wage Con-
tracts Also Asked.

Indiannpolls, Jan. 10.—Whether the
country Is to have another coal strike
or not will probably be declded at the
sonvention of the United Mine Work-
ers of Ameriea which began here this
morning.  The miners will again pul
forward the demands that have been
tejected by the operntors, they will be
rejected by the latter, and the issue
will be joined,

The demands of the miners read ns
follows:

First.—That an agreement shall be
negotinted between the representatives
of the miners and the operators of the
anthracite region and all disputes aris-
-

THOMAS L. LEWIE,

ing under the contract shall be ad
Justed ns provided for In such agree-
ment,

Secomnd.—We demand the complete
recoguition of the United Mine Work-
ers of Amerien as a party to negotiate
0 wage contract and that the United
Mine Workers of America shall be
recognized in our right to provide any
method we may andopt for the collec-
tion of revenues for the organization,

Third—That we demand an elght
hour day with no reduction of wages,

IPourth.—That all coal shall be mined
and paid for by the ton of 2,000 pounds,

Pifth.—That we demand a definlte
and more uoiform seale of wages and
prices for all classes of labor at all
collieries In the anthraclte region and
that all employees pald less than $1.50
per day shall recelve a 10 per cent ad-
vance, and all employees pald more
than $1.60 and less than $2 a day shall
reveive a 5 per cent ndvance,

Sixth.—That the system whereby n
contraet miner hng more than one jnb
or employa two or more laborers be
uholished,

Hoventh.—Thnt the employers be re-
quired to Issue uniform pay state-
ments designating the name of the
company, the name of the employvee,
the  colllery  where employed, the
anmount of wages und the class of
work performed,

TILLMAN CASE DROPPED.

Benate Committes After Examining
Data, So Decides.

Washington, Jan. 10.—Charges against
Boerintor Tillman by Presldent Roose-
volt will not be considered by the spe-
cial committee of the senate commit-
tee on approprintions, which was ap-
pointed to Inquire Into the subject of
the use of specinl and secret agents of
the government,

This specinl commjttee, composed of
Benators Qallinger, Hemenway and
Clay, exnmined the data submitted,
and It was found that the investiga-
tion would have to be of an exhaustive
nature.

Innsmuch as the resolution provid-
ing for the Investigation waa adopted
In advance of the charges against
Tilman the committee declded it was
not charged with the duty of taking
up his case,

ROOT NAMED TODAY.

Bocretary of State For Senator of New
York to Succeed Platt.
Albany, N. Y., Jan, 10.—As required
by the federal law, the two houses of
the legislature of the state of New
York met here today In separate ses-
slon to vote for n successor to Thomas
€. Platt, United States senator from

this state,

The votes today were merely con-
firmatory of the cholce of the caucuses
of the Republicnns of the two houses,
Elihu Root, secrctary of state, To-
morrow the two houses will feet in
Juint session, according to law, and
vote together for Mr. Root, who will
thon be declared senator from New
York for the six years' term commenc-
Ing on March 4 next,

New York's new senator Is one of
the country's lending lawyers. He Is
a native of New York state and is in
his sixty-fifth year., Mr. Root was sec-
roetary of war in the enbinet of Presi-
dent McKinley and has been secretnry
of state sluce July 1, 1905,

Former Lieutenant Governor Chun-
ler was the nominee of the Democratic
ciaucus and got the strict party vote.

At the Republican caucus Mr, Root
waus the unanimous cholee for the six
yenr terim,

NO TRACE OF SATLORS.
Life S8avers Patrol Long Island Coast
‘Near Battered Wreck.

New York, Jan. 19—Though coast
patrols have watched the lonely Long
Island shore fifteen miles east of ire
island, no trace bas been found of the
gkipper and crew of fifteen of the
schooner Swallow, from 8t. John's,
Newfoundland, which went to pleces
on the bar in the darkness,

One or two hats and a reefer or two
have come ashore, but no bodies have
_been found, Meanwhile the Dbeach
combers are reaping a rich harvest
from the hunber, hides, deer heads
and barrels of frozen herring which
are constantly washed ashore.

A few hours before the Swallow
struck a steamship was warned away
from the bar by a patrolman, who
fired n rocket when he saw the vessel
headed in,

PENROSE RE-ELECTED TODAY.
He Will Agsain Represent
vania In Upper National House.

Harrisburg, I'a., Jan, 19.—Boles FPen-
rose will ngain represent the state of
Pennsylvania in the United Stotes sen-
ite, according to the votes of the two
houses of the state leglslature, cast
here today, He Is a native and a resi-
dent of I"hiladelplin, a lawyer by pro.
fession and bes been prominent in the
public life of the state since his elee-
tion to the state leglslature in 1884,
His coming six yenrs' term in the Unit-
ed States senante, which will begin
Mareh 4, will be his third term,

Bighth.—That the contract shull lm| T'he jolnt election of Senutor Penrose

mude for the period of one year,

The officers of the miners' unjons.
headed by the president, Thomas 1.
Lewis, the successor of John Mitehell.
nre Inslstent upon these demnndg, The
leadlng operators have declared thelr
firm Intention not to grant them, As
the working agreement between the
unions nnd the operators expires on
March 31 some basis of agrecment
must be regehed at the pregent conven:
tlon If peace I8 to be preserved in the
anthracite Industry,

The operntors ure wllling to renew
the agreement, which is the one made
through the mediation of the Roosevelt
#trike commission five years ago, but
the miners’ leaders declure that chang-
ed conditions make a readjustment on
more lHberal terms to the workers nec-
edsary.

Woman Fights O Five Highwaymen.

Washington, Pa., Jan, 18—With $400
in her shoe, Mre. John Rosaro fought
off five negro highwaymen and es-
caped with her money. Her husband,
who ‘came to her rescue, was knocked
down and robbed.

Dutch Warships Still Patrolling.

The Hague, Jan. 10.—The govern-
ment of the Netherlands has declded
to keep ita wamships In Vencsoelan
waters untll the dispute baetween Vene
suela and Holland ts settled.

LY

by the two houses of the state legisia-

rluru will tnke place tomorrow, as pro-

vided for in the United States law on
the election l;lf senators,

ELECTION IN CONNECTICUT.

Brandegee Again Choson Senator by
Btate’'s Two Houses.
Hartford, Conn., Jan, 10.—By vote of
the two houses of the atate legislature,
cast today, Frank B, Brandegee will
again be the junior senator from the
state of Connecticut. He bas repre-
sented the state In the senate since
May, 10056, when he wns chosen to suc-

ceed the late Orville H. Platt.

The electlon of Mr. Brandegee will
be completed tomorrow by the vote
in joint session of the state senate and
house of representatives,

HANGED FOR AN INSULT.

Crowd Takes Negre Boy From Jall
and Lynches Him,

Hope, Ark., Jan. 16 —After attacking
the jail and overpowerlng the jallers a
party of young men took George HIll-
llard, an elghteen-year-old negro boy,
from his cell and banged bim to a tele-
graph pole.

The negro bad epoken Inmuitingly to
# woman clerk In a store.

Pennsyl- I

SUICIDE OF NICK. MATHEWBSON.

—_—
A Brother of Chriasty, the Famous
Pltcher, Ends his Life With
a Bullet in a Fit of
Insanity.

Those who witneased the base ball
games last year and the vear before on
the Bilk Mill grounds, between the
Moosics and loecals, in which young
Nicholns Mathewson, brother of the
phenomenal twirler of the New York
Giante, (who was himself for two seasons
n Honesdale player) was piteher, will be
ghocked to learn that he put a bullet in-
to hie brain at his home in Factoryville
on Thursday last, and died at 7 o’clock,
on the following moming, in Dr. Reed
Burns's hoepital in Seranton.

The Seranton Times gives the follow-
ing nccount of the sad affair: e

As the result of a gelf-inflicted bullet
wound in his right temple, Nicholas
Mathewson, of Factoryville, died at Dr,
Reed Burns's hospital in this city at 7
o’clock this morning. Melancholia, in-
duced by illness and overstudy, is sup-
posed to have been the cause.

The young man was about nineteen
‘ears old, & brother of the famous Christ
Mathewson, pitcher for the New Yor
Giante, and himself & piteher of local
fame. Last geason he pitehed for the
Monegic tenm in the Northeastern Penn-
gylvania leagoe, and fans who watehed
his work predicted o bright future for
him. Although it was andergtood that
he was to piay with Nashville in the
Southern  League next summer, his
hrother Christy said this morning that
he had not intended playing professional
ball for another year at least,

This year he had attended Lafayette
college and made a record for himgelf as
n hard student, He studied so hard, in
fact, that his health became impaired,
and for the past few weeks had guf-
fered much from indigestion and jaun-
dice. Finally he relinguished his studies
and retarned home. This was about a
week ago, and big enforced nhscence
from college preyed upon hig mind con-
stantly.  He was subject to fits of mel-
ancholia, and it was while in one of
these vesterday afternoon that he went
to the barn in the rear of his home and
fired the bullet into his temple. An
obseure corner in the hay maw was se-
lected for the deed, and it was not until
evening, when he was missed from the
house, that his father found him. He
was then uneonscions.

Harry Fisk, a friend of young Mathew-
son's, who had eollgd to gee him, was
dispatched to the office of Dr, French,
and as guon ns the physician Fw the
wound he ordered the removal of the
patient to this eity. Dr. Burns was sum-
moned and both doetors brought him to
Dr. Burns's hospital in this city, He
did not regain eonscionsness,

The news of the guicide has created a
profound sensation, as the youth was of
n good natured disposition and was well
known here, particularly among the
amateur base ball players who played
with him in the Northeastern leasgue

ames last summer. With Lis brother,
Jhristy, he was a great favorite, and the
conching he received was responsible in
u large menrure for his success, His
reason for not entering the professional
ranks was that he intended playing col-
lege base ball during his four vears ot
Lafayette.

Christy was sommoned from New
York, last night, and he has nssnmed
charge of the funeral arrangements.

Besides Christy, the survivors are his
mother and father, Mr. and Mre. Gilbert
D. Mathewson, two sisters, Jane and
Christine, and Henry, another brother.
The latter has gained some distinction
as an amatenr pitcher, also. '’

The remaing were removedsto Faetory-
ville and the services held on Monday
afternoon last, with interment in the
cemetery of that village. The clussmates
of the young man at Lafayette College
gent n delegation of his fraternity, the
Phi Delta Theta, to act as pall bearers,
A delegation of students from Keystone
Academy, which he attended before en-

tering college, wore also in attendance. |7, 1806,

Young Mathewson'siirat vigit to Hones-

1 Moore

OBITUARY.

Frederick Werner, aged 40 years, a
merchant of White Mills, died of spo-
plexy attwo o'clgek yesterday (Tuesday)
morning. He drove home from Hawley
at 4 o'clock Monday hfternoon, and
while alone in his store at 8 o'clock in
the evening fell unconscious from aa
apoplectic seizrure. When discovered
shortly afterward he was taken to his
home and Dr. Gavitte called, but efforts
for his relief proved unavailing, and he
died as stated. He is survived by his
wife and two children, a boy and girl.

R. H. Biddlecomb, of Girdland, died
at the State Hospital, Beranton, on Fri-
day,Jan. 15, 1008, aged 86 years. About
a week before his death he was taken te
Seranton to receive treatment for in-
testinal trouble and submitted to anm
operation, but pnenmonia supervened
and was the immediste cause of his
aeath. He is survived by his wife, a
gon, Frank, of Boyd's Mills, and twe
daughters, Mrs. George Schweighofer,
of Girdland, and Mrs. Ellery Bunnell,
of Boyd's Mills, The remning were
brought to his home in Girdland on Sat-
urday, and the funeral wag hLeld om
Tuesday afternoon, with interment at
Calkins,

Henry N. Clark, of Paupack, died on
Saturday last, Jan. 16, 1909, of pnea-
monia, aged 57 years. In 1872 he mar-
ried Marilla A. Williams, who with three
children, Mrs. Richard Phillips, of Pan-
pack ; Clay 8., of Madisonville, Ky.,
and George H., of Sioux City, Indians,
survives him.  Mr. Clark, whose father
was long connected with the Wayne Co.
Agricultural Society, was himeelf a di-
roctor of the Wayne Co. Mutual Fire
Insurance Co., and was re-elected te
that position at the annual mecting om
the 4th inst., which he attended. He
was also a member of the Masonic fra-
ternity. The funeral serviees were held
at his late home in Paupack on Monday
afternoon last, Rev. Walter Peterdon of-
ficiating.

George M. Bidwell died of pnenmonia,
at his home in Salem townehip, at nine
o'clock ‘on Sunday morning lnst. He
was & prominent farmer and dairyman,
and a descendant of Revolutionary stock,
his grandfather, Ephraim Bidwell, who
fought in the war for the independence
of the colonies, locating at what iz now
known as Bidwell Hill in Salem, in 1800.
Aghbel Bidwell, gon of Ephraim, and
father of George M., was born in 1802.
He married Polly Griffin, of Connecticut,
and the result of the union was five chil-
dren, of whom the youngest, the sub-
jeet of this notice, was born Aug. 21,
1838. He was brought up on the farm,
with euch educational advantages as the
times and circumstances permitted, final-
ly, ot the age of twenty-one, engaging
in business on his own account. Nov.
3, 1880, he married Mary Ammerman,
and seven children hlessed the union,
During the civil war Mr. Bidwell enlisted
in Battery L, Second Pennsylvanin Heavy
Artillery, was under fire at the battle of
the Wilderness, and from that time until
the close of the war was in all of the en-
gngements in which the Army of the
Potomae took part.  While fighting in
front of Petersburg, June 17, 1804, he
wadg wonnded and gent to the hospital,
and later to his bome.  On his recovery
ho rejoined  hig regiment and served in
Virginia for some time after the war
closed, heing finally discharged February
He was a member of Warren
Post, G. A, R, and was at

dale was on Saturday, July 16, 1907, |one time connected with the Grange.

when he pitched for the Maosic's, with |

His townsmen appreciated his ability

Sehuerholz in the box for the hame ¢lub. } and tritworthiness, ns was made plain

The game was one of the best ever wit-
negsed on the Honesdule grounds, the
score standing 0 to 0 at the end of the
ninth inning. In the tenth Honesdale
won out by nscore of 1 to 0. Mathewson
was then 17 vears old. He struck out
11 men, hit 2 und allowed 4 hits. Schuer-
holz, his opponent in the box, struck
out ¥; gave one a walk on balls, and al-
lowed but 1 hit. The game was such a
well-contested one, the Moosic's agreed
to return and play anotheér on the 8d of
August, the same batieries to contend
for the honors, but Mathewson played
with the Catasasuqua club on the 2d,
and didn't feel in form for the fulfill-
ment of his engagement, Last year,
however, he came here ns pitcher for
the Moosics, and was again vanguished,
on Baturday, Augast 22d, by a score of
5 o 2, Hessling being in the box for the
locals, The pitchers’ records then were:
Mathewson struck out 10, passed 2 and
allowed 6 hitse. Hessling strock out 10,
gave 1 puss and allowed @ hits,

s
A Curious Btone.

A curious stone is found in Patago-
nla and Uruguay, called the water-
stone, Of surpassing whiteness, it con-
talns in its center a few drops of wa-
ter, and, while these gradually dry up,
they may be renewed by soaking the

sténe n water.
.

by the fuct that he filled the office of
tax collector for five yenrs, was frequent-
ly & membaer of the election board and
served pe school director and supervisor.
Ie was one of the charter members of
the Wayne County Farmers' Mutual
Fire Insurance Co., and the first policy
issued by that Association was made
out to him, e was a director from
the beginning, vice president for & num-
ber of years, and always an efficient
agent of the corporation. Personally he
wag a most companionable man, of the
strictest integrity, and enjoyed the con-
fidence of all who knew him. Another
illugtration of the uncertainty of life is
furnished by the deaths of Mr. Bidwell
and Henry W. Clark, two of the board
of directors of the Farmers' Insurance
Company, who both attended the annual
meeting on the 4th of this month, held
in Honesdale, when both were re-elected.
Mr. Bidwell's wife died about a year
ago. The following children survive:
George and Floyd, of New York ; Helen,
wife of James Noble, and Lulu, at home;
Sylvester, of Carbondale; and Dora, the
widow of Byron Bimons. Heis also sur-
vived by one brother, John W. Bidwell.
His wife was o sister ol the late Mrs.
George H. Rowland, of Rowlands, Pike
county, mother ol O, L. Rowland, ef
this borough.




