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< A Story of the Late Wars ‘
|

By BERNARD BIGSBY, | o
Author of "Loyal at Last,” “My |
Lady Fantastle,'' &o., |

fighest of all in Leavening Power.— U, €. Gov't Report, Aug. 1y,
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one of the sharpshooters to the npot, |
nod every ti s that the mmmllost pleco
of a soldier's uniform  displayed {taclf ‘
1;4- -mu! the woodon barerier, it was the
t I‘,’\'l for u half score of shots. Now
and then, In o spieit of bravado, sonse

man would stlok his éap out 4t the end
of his gmo-barrel, anid In an instant 1t
wna riddled with bullets

“We can't goon ut this Hitle game wll
duy, boys,” Desant sald to tho men
nenrest to hime  “I've half ¢ mind to
charpe the sknllting seoundrels. ™

“It would be certaln death, but wa
are ready, sir, if yougive the word,” was
Ferguson's reply.

Just then & ringing fusillade mounded
in the distunce, suswared by o volley of
rifle-shots,

“"Captain Pulton has struck the maln
hody of them," Frauk said, guessing st
the situntion of @ffairs, which aftoers
wands proved he was right, “and theso
follows are but the outposts. Captain
Gregory must have hennd our firing be-
fore this, und If there 1s any way woross
that ragged hill he will soon be with
us—thon we shall have them frout and
rear.”

A plstol-shot from' the man who had
been  left in charge of the horses
warned them that there was danger
there, too,

It was now nearing slx o'elock, and
though night in that summer season
was not due for threo long honms, it
was guite darlk, for s fearful atorm waus

hanging over the wood, It had besn
mthering the whole efterncon, bud
now it was come.  Flerve olouds, bluek
and purple, rolled aver the hedvens,
masaing In smoke-1lke density, Then o
blindipg sheet of flame, followed by o
ernsh of thuader so terriflie that the
puny reports of the rifles seemed but o
mieliery of the warring  elomenta,
Thon o deop, sullen roar that appoesced
to shiake the onrth aelf. The screams
of bivds and erles of boasts, and the
ernsh of fulling ¢l -hl wure the only
ponnds heard now b tho. ariiilery
of Heaven, for trioud u.l‘-.1 foo allite hud
grept Lo the sheiter of the noighboring
rocks, Tall troes wero tarn up by the
roats and hurled to the carth ke leaves
In an autionn broces, amwl all the while
tho denfening thunder never ceased to
roll, and not one deop of rain, But now
the clouds burst and the delugn was
upon them, not In fleree sploshes, but |
fn shoots of wuter, that orushed to the
earth all living things thay reachod
Aund when tho fury off the tornado

was spent It seemed quite nsturad m|
Yronk that the holf-dozen figures of

eount of ourselves."

“Dioes this thing thut fmagines itself
s rowd lead anywhere, T wonder?" Chup-
lie mused. “Say, wheri's your gualde,
Major?

But thot was @ quostion that Frank
could not answor, for the lust hie had
seen of him wis when he was howling
in an agony of feur behind a rock while
the startn wus sweaping over them.

“He's here all right, sir,” interposed a
sergeunt who had heard the inquiry;
“hinold mule perambled plong after us
somehow; but I'm afraid yon won't
get much out of him, na that little
shower shook him up considerable.”

The guide conld not tell them much.
Only that about three miles further on
there was n deserted tobaseo im.tﬂn,
and that, if onders could reach him, Cap-
tain Grogory might malke a detour two
miles north and got there without ro-
erossing the wood.

Frunk jumped to s conclusion st
tm;u;s. Turning to his sharpshooters ha
sald:

“I want & man to ride to Captain
Gregory—it Is a dangerons trip—who
volunteers ™

Every right hand was raised wnd
every tongue erfed: 1, siri®

Y1 will choose the mun with tho best
horse,” ths Mujor said, woll pleased
with the result,

To bear those gallant fellows expa-
tiste on the merits of their mounts yon
wonld have thonght that Unele Sam had
equipped them all with thoroughibreds,
but Frank had s good eye for mnug
and qulckly selected a strong, wall-
ribbed hluack mure that took his funcy,

“That's mine, sirl" eried o young sols
dler, ay joyfully us though he'd won a
lottery prize.

Frank first fad the lod and his horso,
and then started him on lils dangerons
ride, giving him lostrucilons to tell
Captain Grogory, it he ecould find Wim,
tomake his way to the fuctary, whithee
wilthiout deliy, he too, started with his
Httle foree.

“Not e bad place to make a stand in,"
| ho sald, as he rode up 1o the big, squsre,
empty wooden hullding, whose fow mar-
oW windows seomed more slits Lo lte
weathor-beaten sides.

“If they don't bura the shsoty oves

lan

our hends,” TPulton added, with a shrog
of the vhonlders

There wiss moveover the additionul pro-
tevtlon of & strong bodrd-fence running
round it whiel Frank eyoed with satise
| factlon.. The guasds wero set, the men
flung themuelves swith wesus bosido thoun
on the toor, to sasteh what little rout
they conld, and silence settled on the
grim old editlos.

Nuture lu changlng mood had swept
the clouds from the sky, and & youn

mwen he knew were enomios, who had
bean crouching hy his slde, should |
glide nway loto the forest without a
purting shot.

It was o difiouly task to male thelr pwoon_ silvered thg tiny stroam 4l
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