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FLOODS AND THE END OF THE WORLD

ST 2 " 18‘59
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just how the destruction of the world in
1890 by fire should hav: any connection
with Johnstown's flood is not very ap-
parent—such, however, to be the
fact in the minds of some people.

At Bellet , and swrrounding neigh-
borhood, in Center there is
an organization or y that see in the
Johnstown flood one of the sure signs of
the total collapse of these **mundane
shores " in the year of our Lord 1890 ; and
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Just what particular bearing the Johns-
town flood has upon the question of the
final destruction of the world by fire, it
is rather hard to discover. But the Iat-
itudinari: erpreting
plying Scriptures is equal
and eveuts than are
philosophy. We of little faith
predictions are left, however, with the
comforting thought that, despite the tend-
ency to wind up sublinary things so soon,
the old world still wags along in its
tomary way,
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is about the
of Pension Tauner's trouble.
hot, then hotter hottest. 'The
hot was the result of newspaper criti-
cisms ; the hotter was the attitude of the
Interior Department toward the
Bureaun ; grows out of the
formal eharges being investigated by a
Committee consisting of Dr. George Ew-
ing and H. L. Pruce, of Board of Pension
Appeals, and Judge Frank L. (
of the Interior Department.

This Committee are instructed to thor-
oughly invest > all reratings made by
fhe Pension Bureau within the past )‘(':II:.
'® ascertain whether any have been made
@ violation of the law. Up to Monday
4he Committee found a colored gentleman
in the wood pile, in the form of the rerat-
ing process by which a Mr. Smith, chie
of the certificate division, who as a pen-
sion beneficiary is now drawing €30 in-
stead of $20 per month ; which discovery
leads to the covviction that other officials
within the burcau are faring similarly.

Here is a veritable mare’s nest that may
Uring out the true inwardness of Mr, Tan-
aer's way of condueting his bureau. But
his troubles is likely to take in a much
wider scope, as Mr. Roosevelt, one if the
Civil Service Commissioners is very much
dissatisfied with Tanner's policy of admin-
istering the affairs of his office.

We have only to say, that where there
%30 much smoke, there is certainly some
fire.
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and now
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and the hottest
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e
‘TeAcn the citizen that his lmm(' is his
castle, and that his sovereignty rests be-
meath his hat,” says Henry W. Grady, the
silver tounged southern orator.

CLARA BARTON,

A Short History of the Noble Deeds of the
Little Woman,

+* Relief in war, famine, pestilence and
other national calamities.” Such, says
the New York Press, is the motto of the
American Red Cross: Association, whose
president is Miss Clara Barton, who hast-
ened to Johustown among the first to af-
ford personal relief to the afflicted Valley
of the Conemaugh.

The story of Clara Barton and the Red
Cross is famiiisr in outline to'all. It was
she who, on the morning after the capitu-
lation of Strasburg, in the Franco-Prus-
sian war, entered the conquered city and
—her sole password the scarlet cross on
her sleeve—began that noble ministration
te the sick, the wounded and the afflieted
which has made her name famous.

From Strasburg Clara Barton hastened
to Paris to continue her ministrations
amid the horrors of the Commune.

Clara Barton next appeared upon the
scene it the midst of the Mississippi
floods of 1884, ‘T'he terrors of that time
are r Iy recallea, when thousands upon
thousands of thgiving inhabitants
were left wi homes, food
and there means for them to
chase even the secd for the spring sowing,
Then it under of Red « ross
appeare steamer  loaded
food wee und money for the
seed time.
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Patents Granted

Patents granted to citizens of Pennsyl-

vania during the past week, and reported
for this paper by C, A. Snow & Co., pat-
ent lawyers, opposite United States Pat-
ent Office, Washington, D. C.: J. Can-
trell, Reading, staple former, ete.; J. G.
Downie, Beaver Falls, engine ;
William H. Downing, Goodell, gas gov-
ernor or regulator ; C. . Hill, Hazelton,
lightning protector; T. W. Irwin, Alle-
gheny, shaping sheet metal; J. Jenkins,
Harrisburg, ore separator; John M.
Klein, Altoona, lathe carrier; G. F. Mec-
Coomb, Allegheny, broom sewing; W.
McKinney, Schuylkill Falls, clectric me-
ter; A. J. Miller, Sweden, canceling and
registering device ; J, W. Ramsey, Beaver
Falls, hydrant; D. Rawson, Pittsburgh,
wire worker; D. Savage, Bloomsburg,
washing machine; J. Watts, McKees

steam

Rocks, handling coke ; F. Wilson, Easton, |
water heater.

SWIFT ON THE WING.

The Fastest Railroad Train Slow Come
pared With the Wild Duck.

“The gadwale — but there; it isn’t
llkely nt All that you know what a gad-

id an observant wild fowl
hunm “The gadwale is a duck. 1tis
a wild duck that doesn't get east o
often, but is a familiar fow! . ¢
west. I was just about to remark ina:
the gadwale is a bird that can tii i
nearly a 100 miles while the fastest )
road train is going fifty, and yet it is
slow on the wing compared with a canvass
back duck, the broadbill, or even the
wild goose.

“I have held my watch on sbout every
kind of wild fowl there is, and know to
a dot just how much space any of them
can get over in an hour. The canvass-
back can distance the whole wild rfowl
family, if it lays itself out to do it. If
he has business somewhere, and has to
get there, he can put two miles behind
him every minute, and do it easy.

“The mallard duck is lazy. He seldom
cares to cover more than a mile a min-
ute, but he can if he wants to. His or-
dinary, every-day style of getting along
over the country takes him from place to
place at about a 45-mile an hour rate.
The black duck can fly neck-and-neck
with the mallard, and neither one can
give the other cdds, If the pin-tail wid-
geon and wood duck should start in to
race either a mallard or a black
would be safe to bet on either one.  But
if a redhead duck should enter the rac
you can give big odds on him, for he can
spin off his ninety miles an hour as|
easy a8 you can walk around the bloek,
and can do ivall day. He would be left
far behind, though, by the blue-winged
or the green-winged teal.

These two fowl can fly side by side for
100 miles and close the race in a dead
heat in an hour, and appear to make
no hard task of it. The broadbfll duck
i= the only fowl that {lies that can push
the ‘canvassback on the wing., Let a
broadbill and a canvassback ecach do his
Lest for an hour, and the broadbill will
only come out about ten miles behind.
One hundred and ten miles an hour can
be done by the broadbill, and he conse-
quently makes a mark for a shotgun
that a pretty good gunner wouldn't be
apt to hit once in a lifetime.

“The wild goose iz un astonisher on
the fly. It has a big heavy body 1n|
carry, and to see it waddling on the
ground you wouldn’t suppose it could
get away from you very fast on the wi»
But it manages to glide from one feo
ing place to another with a suddenny
thav is aggravating to the best of wing
shots. To see a flock of ‘honkers’ mov
ing along, so high up that they seem to
be sweeping the cobwebs off of the sky,
you probably wouldn't dare to bet that
they were traveling at the rate of ninety
miles an hour, but that is just what they
are doving, any hourin the day. The
wild goose never fools any hnw away,
}h~ gait s always a business one."—N. ¥
sun.

Noted Suicides in History,

The following are some oi the more
noted suicides of which mention is made
in history. These do not savor much of
Insanity, but rather of stoie philosophy.

Cato -luh ed himself rather than live

or the despotic reign of Cwsar
poisoned himsell rather
lead the Persians against his coun-
t wen; Zeno, when 98, hanged hime-el!
hec ‘ause he had put his finger out of
joint, and Haunibal and Mithridates
]mihunl'(l themselves to escape being
taken prisoners. When we search Scrip-
ture we find that Saul, rather tha: fuil
into the hands of the Philistines, cou-
manded his ari.or bearer to hold his
sword that he might plunge upon it
Samson, for the sake of Leing r i
upon his enemies, pulled down the )
in which they were revelling and i
with them,” and Judas Iscariot, artyr
=elling the Saviour for thirty piece: )
ilver, was overcome by rcinorse ‘‘and
went and hanged himself.”

emistocles
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A Clever Chine e ick.

Sergeant Whitman arrested a high

binder {he other night, and while search-
ing him found a clever device which ¢:
vlulns the phenomenal luck that wil
\lnn;,ulmn has been enjoying at poke
of late. The arrangement consists of ¢
steel clip, which is fastened inside of one
sleeve. Two cords reach up the sleev
across the breast and down the othe:
sleeve to the hand, where one is fastened
to the thumb and the other to one of the
fingers.

By a pull of one cord the clip reaches
out and takes in a card, which is at once
drawn up tho sleeve. Pulling the othe:
cord causes the card to be shot out int
the hand of the playér with lighting
rapidity, and without any part of th
mechanism being exposed. The fellow
who had the machine fought strenuousl,
agalnst giving it up. — San Franciscc
Chronicle.

‘The Snake Gave Him a Chance,
While Mike James, a boy 14 years of |

age, was going through the woods nea|
Clarksville, with his father, one|
day, he said: her, if a snake s

bite me, you just ought to gee how

quickly I would bandage my leg with thie
rubber strap.” The boy spoke positively
and no sooner were the words out of hig
mouth than he exclaimed: “I am snake
bitten."

His father, turning round, saw his sor
drawing the bandage tightly around his

leg just above the bite. _The old luill]
killed the snake and found it to be ar
adder of the most deadly kind. The ad !

ministration of internal remedies at one:
commenced. First, one plug, then ar
old-time twist of home made, went dow:
Ilke food ; then one pintof corn whiskev
All this made him very sick, and li
vomited freely. He is rapidly recover
ing.—Atlanta Constitution,

s 0 Alligator,

An alligator and an English sparrow
were seen to engage in a battle near
Darien, Ga., the other day. The 'gato:
provoked the fight by snapping at the
bird, which in turn flew furiously at ite
ngly antagonist, aiming with precision a
the saurian’s eyes. The 'gator finally
gnvo up the contest and sought safety

rom the sparrow’s attacks by hiding it-
self under water. —Savannah News,

A Sparrow Ro

ANTARCTIC ~ KNOWLEDGE:

VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS UN THA
SOUTH POLES' DISCRETION,

What Balleny and Dinville Saw om
their Trips, and what Wilkes
Thought He Saw—8ir James Ross’
Great Achlevements and Discoveries
Which are Unsurpassed.

The golden age of Antarctic discovery
.rrlvm? when Captain, afterwards Sir
James, Ross was dispatched from Eng-
land in 1840 to fix the position of the
south magnetic pole, and any other posi-
tion he could dis¢over on the way there.
Before Ross could reach the scene of his
labors, other explorers, English, French
and American, were busy forestalling
him. Of these the first was the English-
man, Balleny, who, sailing in Enderby's
ship the Eliza Scott, discovered in 1539
the islands which bear his name, and
which lie almost under the Antarctic
cirele, and almost due south from New
Zealand. Balleny could not land on the
islands, but he made sure of their exist-
ence, and afterward, sailing far to the
westward, he saw many more signs of
land, and suspected the existence of
much which he could not certainly vouch
for.

What Balleny thought he saw was
probably much what the French expedi-

| tion under Dumont d'Urville actually did

see in the following year, several long
lines of boats, which might boe joined to
one another, and might even run on to
join Enderby land in the west, and if so
might certainly be parts of the Antarctic
continent that d'Urville was anxlous to
find.

Not less unxious was Wilkes, the
leader of the United States exploring ex-
pedition, who, only a month after the
Frenchman, arrived within a degree or
two of the Antartic circle, to the south of
New Zealand, and after seeing land
where Balleny had certaiily seen it
before, and, unfortunately where no one
has seen it since, For some days, iu-
deed, Wilkes doubted whether what he
beheld were mountains or clouds, objects
which his crew watched eagerly, to see
if with the setting of the sun they would
change their color. But after running
westward along the edge of the park tor
a few days, he made sure that he now
saw land, and somewhat inconsequentiy
assumed it for certain that what he had
seen before was land also.

The covery of an Antartic conti-
nent was announced as a certainty; a
very large land, with a barrier before it,
and a range of mountains upon it, was
laid down on the wmap; and a copy of the
map was handed by the vash but gener-
ous explorer to Ross, who loft Tasmania
in the autumn of the sume year to look

for the magnetic pole, with the two ships
bus and Terror, which afterward

bore Sir John Franklin to his fate at the
other end of the world., Ross had so
little doubt that the Antartic continenc
was discovered already, that he seems to
have been almost disappointed when his
way to the magnetic pole was barred by
an unknown land. Yet this land, whicn
lay south of the sev mn-thp.uul‘t- and
enstward of Balleny's islands, was the

st southerly hitherto . seen in the
\\mnl, and on it rose mountains thou-
sands of feet high, plain and mountain
alike robed in stainless snow, excepton
the cliffs by the shore, where the black
rock came out.

Eagles Have a Royal Battle,

Alexander Shaw, farmer, Oldtown,
Stratherick, was going his usual ronnds
to look « his sheep. While going
past a small clump of birch wood among
very louyg heather, he fancied he heard a
a pecu dutter among the bushes,

Rod and Gun.”

says tho
being repeated, he

notice, but the noise
went to see what v ado. He found two
golden eagles fighting, firmly fixed in
cach other with beak and talons. On his
of the birds notlced the
I'hie other
Ol

approaching onc
intrusion and let go his hold.
Leld his opponent fast in his tal

AMr. Shaw then got up quite close and
got hold of one of them. He put his fool
on the other one's neck. He searched
bis pockets and found a li bit «
string, just enough to tic of ih
e ) While he was t\lll;lh one he
kept he let the other one off. The bii
was not able to take flight for cons ul' I
able time after being set at liberty, In

much done out with the fight. The o
one, which Jr. Shaw took hoime,
not secem to be any the worse. Wha
thot the ea

doeas

seems most strange is 3
are seldom or never seen so low down
the country. The belief is that they must

have been tighting for a long tine in the
skies, the one having been pursuing the
other until they fixed in each other and
dropped.

Complia

nting & Royal Author

A Lw,hln lady, knowing that the 18-
lation of Dante had just then appeared,
and having heard that the aged monarch
(the King ol Saxouy) was proud of his
literary ability, had a good opportunity
of .\llmlmv' to his chief d’ oeuvre, which

“Post.” The I\m-,'ml\ucauu-l herin turn,
aying, *“You are from America, I be-
lieve. Ithink I have seen you in the

Grosse Garten. Why have you not been
resented before?”

“I am from America, sire,"” she replied,
“whero we have no kings. I have waited
for the proper time to be introduced to
your majesty, and now may I be per-
mitted, as an American, to say that I feel
it less an honor to be presented to the
King of Saxony than to ‘Philistrates,’ the
translator of Dante, whom I trust I may

llowed to congratulate on the suc-
cessful achievement of the work.”
The king had published the translation
under the above sobriquet, He was
much pleased with the compliment thus

THE CHEROKEE ALPHABET,

Invention of the “Talking Leaf’ by a
Hulfbreed Georgin Indian,

One of the most remarkable achieve-
ments of the uncultivated human mind
was the invention of a syllable alphabet
for the use of his ge &e by Sequoh, alias
George Guess, a reed Cherokee In-
dian. Sequoh was born in Georgia,
probably about the year 1770, though
some authorities fix his birth seven years
earlier. He never knew his father, grew
up a lperfact savage and distinguished
himself in war and the chase, until a
swelling knee rendered him incapable of
active pursuits and confined him to his
cabin. He knew no language except
Cherokee, and, of course, was wholly
illiterate, says the Louisville “C 'ourier
Journal.”

Sequoh’s attentlon seems to have been
first attracted to literary matters by a
circumstance which occurred while a
warrior. His tribe captured a letter from
the whites and made repeated efforts to
decipher it, but, of course, were not suc-
cessful. Some discussion arose about
the ‘‘talking leaf,” as the Indians called
any specimen of writing, and the ques-
tion was whether it was an invention of
man or the gift of God. All the Indians,
except Sequoh, maintained the latter po-
sition, while he espoused the former. He
was, however, unable to convince them
that he was right. They believed that
the “talking leaf” was a gift from the
Great Spirit to the white man alone and
cited as proof a legend that had long
been current in their tribe.

According to this legend the Great
Spirit created We-Ha-Ye, the Indian, and
guve him a book. Afterward he made
Yo-We-Na-Go, the white man, and pre-
sented him with a bow and arrow. The
elder brother was not prompt in devoting
himself to the book, but seems rather to
have treated it as books are treated by
dull schoolboys of all races, and so neg-
ligently did he keep it that his younger
brother found means of stes 1ling it from
him. The Indian was then compelled to
content himself with the bow and
arrow and to gain his living by the chase.
From this time the Cherokees argued
that the Indian had forever forfeited the
use of letters,

This reasoning did not convince Se-
quoah., He denounced his fellow Chero-
kees as fools, and stoutly maintained
that he himselt could write, and tried to
prove it by scrawling characters upon a
rock, His claims were treated with de-
rision. Nothing mted he set to work
to invent characters forall the sounds in
the Cherokee language. At the begin-
ning he made the mistake of attempting
to invent a character for each word, and
it is no small tribute to his perseverance
that he invented and recorded over 5,000

characters. It gradually became eviden
lu'hl n that this system would not work,
owing to the great number of characters
requ ired, and upon much reflection he
hit upon the idea of dividing words into

| syllables and inventing a character for

each syllable

In the prosecution of this work Se-
juoah found himself embarrassed by the
want of an accurate ear. To remedy
this he engaged his daughter in the work
and from her derived very valuable as=
sistance. many

He availed himself of

! ingenious methods te make complete his

! collection of the sounds of the langua

| He went to hear speeches by members

! other characters he

He took littls |

! to themn

»f his tribe, and whenever a sound oc-
curred for which he bad no character he
at once supplied the deficiency,

An English spelling book having fallen
accldentally into his hands he used the
English letters as far as they would go,
todenote the Cherokee syllables. The
invented himself.
About the year 1821, or, as others say,

1826, he had his system complete. His
characters numbered eighty-six. Having
completed his alphabet his next L was
to get it adopted by his tribe, This was

a work of much difficulty. He sent his
dauvghter out of hearing, wrote down a
pas=a; and road it to the braves, then
called the girl back and had ! read it
again. They wondered, but
doubted still. Then he persuaded the
tribe to select some of the brightest of
their boys to learn the uew art, and to
this they at last agreed.

When the time for examination arrived
the pupll-, passed the ordeal in triumph,
and the Cherokees were at last convinced
that the “‘taiking leaf” not the exclu-
sive property of the white man. Sequoah
then became the principal of the Indian
schools and was held in great honor un-
til his death, which occuvred in Mexico
in August, 1843, This alphabet was cast
into a font of type and is still in use.
When wo consider that the art of writing
has usually been attributed to the gods
as being something beyond the reach of
tinite intelligence, we cannot but admit
that the life work of the Sequoah was a
most extraordinary one.

It is true he had the first suggestion

,from his knowledge that the “talking

{ methods were his ow
. out the greal problem without

tely seized, says the Boston |

bestowed, laughed with delight and said |

the lady had been prompt in examining
the new publication.
Railways in India.
From the railway data for the decade
1878-88 the fact is deducible that for the

last ten years each fresh year has seen |
in India the opening of an additional |

1,000 miles of line. In the last year of
the period the number of miles open
was 14,377, and of miles under construc
tion, 2.476;
year is out the total mileage open for
traflic in India ought to reach nearly
17,000 miles. Forty years ago India
could not hoast of one. The total cost
of the English Indian system up to 1885
came to nearly 50 per cent of the receipts
and the receipts aggregated in ten years
nearly one thousand millions of rupees.
—London Enquirer.

Greenhouse and Window Plants.

Those who remove ‘their window
plants to the open air as soon as the
weather will allow. make a mistake, as
most window plants are at that time in
full bloom. Indeed, if the plants can be
cared for, it will be better to leave them
in the greenhouse as well as the window
all summer, taking proper care for shad-
ing and watering.

s0 that before the present |

":)

existed among the whites, but hlh
and he wrought
other as-
sistance than that obtained from his
daughter. While his invention had long
Leen anticipated his work must stand as
a monument of the eapability of the hu-
man intellect when united with unbend-
mgle-mlutlon mul tireless perseverance.

| ‘W4 Dollar.

“There i8 something curious about the
an silver dollar and half dcllar of
fd a numismatist to a Philauel-
reporter. “*There were
-Alnout, 20,000 of the dollars coined, but
not one of them ever got into circulation.
‘I'wo of them are in well known coin col-
lections today, however, and they are the
most valuable of all American coins.
Why the dollar of 1804 was never seen in
circulation after having left the mint is
one of the unsolved government myster-
108,

It is asserted on good authority that
the two 1804 dollars now in existence,
while having been mede from the origi-
nal die, were in reality not coined for
many years after that year, when they
were surreptitiously struck, and; it is
supposed, issued to a person high in
authority, from whom they subsequently
passed into the collections roferred to.

“The half dollar of 1804 is surrounded
by a mystery equally profound. There
were over 150,000 of these coined, but
not one of these were ever known to be
in circulation. On the other hand, but
700 quarter dollars were coined in that
sar, and specimens of these are in every
:ollection and numismatist's shop.”

Rats Deliclous Food.
A correspondent of the Griffin “News'
writes: Joe Mitchell, of Blanton’s mill,
euts all the rats he can catch says that
“they are much nicer than squirrel or
rabbit.” I was passing by the mill Fri-
day afternoon and a large rat, as large
as a squirrel, ran out from Stonewall's
engine house. Joe, on seening the rat,
gave chase and soon killed it. Having
noticed the unusual interest manifested
in eatching the rat, I asked Joe what hie
was going to do with it. He said, ‘Fat
it, by gosh.” Sure enough, he soon had
it skinned, cleaned and salted, and look-
ing in all appearances like a squiricl
Smacking his lips over the joyful pi
r.-uts of a rat supper, Joe went 'his w:
ooking for more rats,

I I’ORTATION OF HAlR

MANY TONS ANNUALLY GATHERED
AND SOLD.

The Markets of the World where Women
Stand and Sell their Tresses—What the
Prices Are and Also the Weight of Each
Head of Hair—Telling the Country of
the Original Owner.

There are some curious and interesting
facts about the human hair as an article
of traflie. It will undoubtedly astonisi
ost people to learn to what extent the
trade is carried on—to be told, for in-
=tance, that London imports annualiy
vetween seven and eight tons.  The suj-

ply does not depend on chance clipping-,
or upon the barbers’ seissors, but there

s a regular hair harvest, which ean con-
!inln-ntl_\' be looked forward to by deale:
al a particular time. As there are diffe:
ent markets for black tea and green tea,
s0 there is a light-haired market distinct
trom the dark-haired. Like clothes, the
demand for a certain color of hair is reg-
ulated according to style. which, without
exception, runs in conformity with com-
plexion.

It has been noticed by scientists and
doctors that dark hair is more common
in the Eastern and middle s ates than in

he west, and it is the ux\-\ ing color in
our southern states ally in Louis
una and Mississippl, in \\!mhlhﬂh.w
clement is conspicuous, Itis the s
iu Cuba, which 13 peopled by the Spani
cit ~some of the northern states, whe
wedes, Germans, Norwegians and Lri
e numerous, fan or light hair preval
cor qmmlr« with the more exquisi
weptible and emotional disposition
‘l in connection therewith.
s civilized world uses actually ove
i, v0,u0) poundg yearly, and the questi
wurally arises, Whe loes it all cu
To answer this question, an
v to learn the minute particulars «
cnormous traffic in the beauti
ks, a New York *Star” reporter
i »d the 'parlors of a well-known meti¢
wlitan hair dealer m New York city.

*“You will be surprised, and it will
doubtless astonish many people,” he

irl, *to learn the dimensions of the hai
o as it is now carried on, Now Yori
:rchants annually import from four to
tons, while London exc ours in its
rtation by some threc tons. As in

i’ business, there is a hair lmrv&wl
aid a certain time to look forward to I«

good crop. This may seem strang..
butit is really afact. We have our own
warket for the different shades of hait
us withany other commodity. Thelight

airis essentially a German product It
is collected by the agents of a Duteh com-
iy, who visit New York and other
wican cities annually fororders. Un-

«Aifty years ago light hair was esteemed

wove all others. One peculiar goldewu

it was s0 supremely prized that the
+alers only produced it {or favorite eus-
omers, to whom it was sold for 8 shil-
HnJgs an ounce,
*‘1'ure black hair, whkich now is all the

on? To

;0 among fashionable people, is im-
ported chiefly from Brittany and the

south of France, where it is yearly col-
looted by the nts of a few whol
iarisian houses, of whom we buy. 1l
average crop of black hair harvested by
1hese firms amounts yearly to upward ol
00 pounds in weight. The price paid fo
cach head of hair ranges from 1 to
[ranes, according to 1iis weight ar
heauly; the former seldom rises above
vound and seldom falls below twelve
ounces. The itinerant dealers ave always
provided with an extensive assortment
ol ribbons, silks, lace cheap jewelry
ot all kinds, with which they make their
jurchases as frequently as with money.
They atiow! all the fairs and merryma.
ings wighin their circuit, and the singi-
larity and novelty of their operations
are apt to s more than
anything else w s their notice
‘While in Europe recently, I attended
mne of these falrs siraply for the novelt
ol the thing, I was »l struck
what I saw. There were four purchas-
2rs of the commodity present and the
zirls actually brought the article to this
impromptu market as they, would peas
ovcabbages. They have particularly fine
liair and frequently in great abundance
I should have thought at the time that
female vanity would have effectually
nted such a traflic among them be
rried on to any great extent. But
seemed no difliculty in finding pos-

S of beautiful 'I\ ads of hair per
willing to sell, 1c=awseveral gi
red, ong after anocher, sh '

.nvlm many more standing ready for ¢
(a8drs, with their ‘caps’ in thefr hand
wnd their long hair combed out and
nanging down to their waists. Some o
the opérators were men, some womoen
I 3y the side of the dealers were place d
10ng bhasket into whi every suc v
erop of hair, tied up into a wi:p by »
was thrown. As far as personal beaut
is concerned the girls do not lose mut
in their hair, for it has been a custow i
Grittany for years to wear a close ca;
which entirely prevents any part of the
chevelnre from being seen, and of course
us totally conceals the want of it.

“Dark brown hair was the fashior
once. It is all imported here fro
France. It is the opinion of those whe
have the best right to offer one on such
a subject that the color of the hair o
the Euoglish people has deepened in tint
within the last half century, and tha
this change is owing to the more f
(uent intermarriages since the Naj
leonic wars with nations nearer to th:

sunny south. Whether dark or ligh
however, the hnn p\mh.hul lr\ the
dealer 80 elos A

can discriminate be tween the German and
the French article by the smell alone.
He even claims the power of distinguish
ing accurately between the E -h, the
Welsh, the Irish and the American con

modities.

“The French dealers are said to be able
to detect the difference between the haii
‘raised’ in two distriets In Central
France, not many miles apart, by token
s0 slight as to batlle the most learned o
our naturalists and physiologists. 1
simply cite these little incidents so yo
can see for yourself what the hair bus
ness has got to be. The hair obtain«
by the different agents is transmitted to
the wholesale hous Here it is ru
through various | ses, dressed ¢
sorted, when it is shipped to this city

Paper Pencils.

Oneof the difficulties which have stood
in the way of the substitution of paper
pulp for wood in the manufacture of pen
cils has been the toughness of the pape=
covering, and its consequent resistanco
to the action of a knife. By a new pro
cess the molecular cohesion of the pape
it is elaimed, is modified in such a man-
ner that it can be cut as readily as cedar
wood. After tho completion of the pro
cess the pencils are gradually dried at
increasing temperatures during a period
of six days, and they are then plunged
into a vessel of molten pmuﬂlno wax,
which has tho effect of modifying #ho
texture of the paper pulp in the manner
described.—Exchange.




