THE mnssmw COMMERCIAL, MEYERSDALE, PA.

WHAT'S SO AND WHAT ISNT

Copyrighted by JOHN M. WORK

i ALWAYS HAVE BEEN AND ALWAYS WILL BE.

No, things have not always been this way and they will not
always be this way. .

Things have always changed continually.

The man who can’t see this must be blind, indeed.

We have aways had street cars, for example, haven’t we?

We always have had steam railways and we always will
have them? Itis all a dream that people used to ride in stage
coaches! And there is no prospect of electricity ever taking
the place of steam!

Certain muddle heads have tried to make us believe that
the lights which appeared in the belfry on the night when Paul
Revere watched for the signal and then made his memorable
midnight ride from Boston to Lexington were made with tallow
¢andles.- But everybody knows that the colonial heroes merely
turned on the electric lights! We have electric lights now,
and, as things always have been this way, it follows that they
had them in colonial days!

The historians have tried to delude the people by telling
them that the negroes of the South were once chattel slaves and
that two million soldiers went down there and freed them from
chattel slavery! But that is all a hoax! The negroes of the
South are now working for wages, and, as things always have
been this way, it follows that they always have been wage
slaves and never were chattel slaves at all!

‘What nonsense!

Things were not this way ten thousand years ago, nor five
thousand years ago, nor one thousand years ago, nor five hun-
dred years ago, nor one hundred years ago, nor fifty years
ago, nor even ten years ago.

Before civilization began, soc1et_', was not divided into
classes. There was no master class. The tribes lived in a
state of communism—not Socialism, but communism—and men
made no attempt whatever to outdo or overreach one another
financially.

For several centuries after civilization began, the people
were divided into masters and chattel slaves.

And, after the feudal system had run its eourse, the pres-
ent wage system, or capitalist system, began.

Up to the middle of the nineteenth century, in this very
United States, wealth was quite equitably distributed, and the
people had approximately equal opportunities.

A quarter of a century later, the concentration of wealth
into the hands of a few had not progressed very far.

Everr twenty-five years ago, it had by no means reached
its present stage. .

Even ten years ago, the centralization of the industries
into trusts and combines had not reached anything like its pres-
ent stage of completion,

Labor saving machinery in all industries has developed
and changed like a kaleidoscope before our very eyes.

Decidedly, things have not always been this way.

Still more decidedly, things will not always be this way.

This is a world of change, not of stagnation.
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“Nothing has given more
satisfaction and moral encour-
agement to thinking Russians
than President Wilson’s mes-
sage to,the Soviet,” writes a
London newspaper correspon-
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Eugene V. Debs is again on
a speaking tour of the country
after being obliged to abandon
his work along that line some
time ago on account of impair-
ed health. He is scheduled to
fill a series of dates this month
|and next in the states nearby
his home in Indiana, and after
the hot months of July and
August are over he expects to
resume his regular tours and
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CIVILIZATION.

Two hundred and thirteen
members were lately arrested
in Seattle, Washington, when
50 patrolmen raided headquar-
ters of the Industrial Workers
of the World.

Editor Lang, of the Musca-
tine County Socialist, was re-
cently sentenced to imprison-
ment for two years and fined
$5,000 for violation of the Es-
pionage Act. Judge Wade,
who pronounced sentence, bit-
terly denounced the alleged
evils of Socialism—*“in peace
and in war.”

In Washington, D. C., the
Federal Government has as-
sumed control of the situatio1
in which profiteering in rents,
due to increased demands for
housing room caused by 3
great influx of war workers,
had developed to an alarming
extent. Cases where as high
as $300 per month was charged
as rent for several furnished

in a federal investigation.
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Representatives in Meyers-
dale of the Pennsylvania So-
ciety for the Prevention of Tu-
berculosis, will be urged to in-
fluence prominent men of our
city in behalf of the Owen-
Dyer bill, which provides for
the equalization of the rank of
Army officers with that of Na-
vy officers. The measure al-
ready has been introduced in-
to Congress.

The proposed legislation not
only has the support of Presi-
dent Wlison but also the Sur-
geons General of both branches
of the Nation’s organizations
for defense. The Pennsylva-
nia Society at the request of
the Government, thoroughly in-
vestigated the merits of the
bill, and has given to it unqual-
ified . endorsement, on the
ground that its passage will
help to improve the quality of
medical and sanitary service in
the Army, and thereby help
win the war.

R. Barclay Spicer, executive
secretary for the Pennsylvania
Society, says, in his message to
representatives of that organi-
zation throughout the State:
“We believe the passage of
this bill will tend to promote ef-
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ficient so that their authontv}

can not be overruled by line|
officers of equal or inferior |
grade. It therefore, is our in-

tention to urge as many influ-
ential persons as possible to
mﬂrlce« upon their representa-
tives in Congress, the necessity

li'm‘ the success of the measure.” |

CO-OPERATION

“For the Common Good ”

Co-operation is defined in political economy as, “The asso-
‘iation of a number of persons for their, common benefit.” Co-
operation among the common people is essential to preserve
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

In America, as in Germany, the plain people must come
together in associations for their common benefit, or suffer the
consequences resulting from a lack of such organizations. That
person who opposes co-operation by the common people, claim-
ing to be their representative and spokesman, whether his
title be kaiser, king or just plain mister, is not the representa-
tive of the common people, but a traitor to the plain people
everywhere.

Any person, anywhere, who is not at heart a traitor to
the plain people everywhere, is eligible to become a member
of the Commercial Co-operative Council and a conditional
part owner of The Meyersdale Commercial.

Join the Commercial Co-operative Council today and ar-
gue the question tomorrow—or the next day you meet a Com-
mercial reader who is not a member,

Her—*“Dearest, will you love
me always?”
Him—*“Sweetest, 1

Unless a man looks silly
when he tells a girl he loves
have|her, he doesn’t mean it,

Other papers all remind us
We can make our own sub-

lime,

If our fellow readers send us
Contributions all the time.
Here a little, there a little,
Story, news note, song or jest,
If you want a good live paper
Each of you must do his best.
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