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EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATUKS snd AUDI-
TOR'S NOTICES, of the usual length,.«-- -+ . $2,50

OBITUARIES,- exceeding ten lin-s, each ; RELI
GIOUS and LITERARY NOTICES, not of genera
interest, one half tne regular rates.
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Business Hotices.

[ VA;.*Cl‘)‘(r)!’ER. PHYSICIAN & SURGEON
« Newton Centre, Luzerne County Pa.

l{ R.& W E LITTLE, ATTORNEYS AT
LAW Office on Tioga TunkhanneckPs

{ Union ; and like them they make adminis-
| tor, and execute the laws which concern

\‘YM. M. PIATT, ATTORNEY AT LAW, O
fice in Stark’'s Brick Block Tioga St., Tunk
haonock, Pa.
I, PARRISH, ATTORNEY AT LAW
_Je Offi~e at the Court Hcuse, in Tunkhannock
Wyoming Co. Pa.

- DENTISTRY.

R.L T. BURNS has permanently located in
Tunkhannock Borough, and respectfully tenders
his professional gervices to its citizens.
Office on second floor, formerly occupied by Dr.
uilman
v6u30tf.

&he Buehler T)ouse,
IHARRISBURG, PENNA.
The undersigned having lately purchased the

« BUEALER HOUSE " property, has already com-
menced such alterations and improvements as wil

render this old and popular House equal, if not supe- !

rior, to auy Hotel in the City of Harrisburg.
A continuance of the public patronage is refpect-

fally solicited.
GEO. J. BOLTON-

WALL'S HOTEL,
LATE AMERICAN HOUSE,
TUNKHANNOCK, WYOMING CO,, PA.

HIS establishment has recently been refitted an
furnished in the iatest style Every attention
will be given to the comfort and convenience of those
wae patronize the House
T.B. WALL, Owner and Proprietor-:
Tumkhannock, September 11, 1861.

NORTH BRANCH HOTEL,
MESHOPPEN, WYOMING COUNTY, PA
Wm. H. CORTRIGHT, Prop'r

l{AV[NG resumed the propristorship of the above
Hotel, the undersigned will spare no  efforts
sender . ¢ house un agreeable place of sojourn to
all who may favor it with their custom.
Ww. H CORTRIGHT.

dune, 3rd, 1863

Heans otel,
TOWANDA.,FPA.

N. B. BARTLET,

Rgparvarp Hovse, Eumira, N. Y.
PROPRIETOR.

(Late of c..

The MEANS HOTEL, i one of the LARGEST
sad BEST ARRANGED Houses in the country—It
is fitted up in the most modern and improved style,
aad wo pains are spared to make it & pleasant and
agreeable stopping-place for all,

v 3, n2l, ly.

NEW

TAILORING SHOP

The Subscriber having had a sixteen years pra
tieal experience in cutting and making clothiog
sew offers his services in this line to the citizens o
wmcmousow and vicinity,

Those wishing to get Fits will find his shop the

ase to get them.
JoxL, R, Buitm
wo-1 FC-Fo op

Remedial Institate

FOR SPECIAL CASES.
No. 74 Bond Street, New York.

& Full loformation, with the highest festimo-
nials : also, a Book on Special Diseases. in a seal-
«d envelope, sent free. §°g™ Be sure and send for
them, and you will not regret it ; for, a8 adver-
tieing physicians are gene ally impostors, witbout
"""‘"“r‘ oo ""‘“S"dsl'nuld be trusted  Enclose
a stamp for postage and direct to DR. NC.
Ne. 14 Bona Stroet, New Yeork. ch&f;\,fx

IC¢" Our Letter A Famlly Sewing Mae
ehine, with all the new impruvements, is the best
and cheapest and most beautiful Sewing Machine in
the world, No sther Sewing Machine bas 80 much
capacity for a zreat range of work, including the
delicate and ingenious processes of Hemming
l}rat‘)lnz, Binding Embroidering, Felling, Tucxing
Cording, Gathefing, &e., &e,
Th: Branch Offices are well supplied with §°

Twist, Thread, N ;
queling. s Needles, Gil, &c,, of the very best

Send for & Pamphlet,
THE SINGER MANUFACTURING COMPANY
458 Bruul'." New York, »
Phlladelphla Office
810 CHESTNUT .-rn.ngir
Ageas, o

lin other civilized countries,
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RTOES BY THE PRESIDENT

To the House of Representatives :

1 have examined the bill “to provide for
the more «flicient government of the rebel
States” with care and anxiety, which its
transcedent importance is calculated to
awaken, I am unable to give it my as-
sent for reasons so grave that I hopea
statement of them may have some influence
on the minds of the patriotic and enlighten-
ed men with whom the decision must ulti-
mately rest.

The bill places all the people of the ten
States therein named under the absolute
domination of military rulers ; and the pre-
amble undertakes to give the reason upon
which it is justified.

It declarcs thut there exists in those
States no 1 gal goveruments, and no ade-
quaie protection for life and property, and
asserts the necessity of enforcing peace and
good order within their limits.  Is this
true as a matter of fact # 1t is not denied
that the States in guestion have each of
them an actual government, with all the
powers, execntive, judicial and legislative,
which properly belong toa free State. They
are organize] like the other States of tbe

their domestic offairs.  An existing de fac-
to government exercising such functions
as these is itself the law of the State upon
all matters withiu its jurisdiction. To pro-
nounce the supreme law,making the power
of an established State illegal, is to say that
law itself is unlawful. The provisions which
these governments have made for the pres-
ervation of order, the suppression of crime,
and the redress of private injuries, are in
cubstaoce and principle the same as those
which prevail in the Northern States. and
They certain
ly have not succeeded in preventing the
commission of all erime, nor has this been
accomplished anywhere in the world. There |
as wel. as elsewhere, offenders  sometimes
escape for want of wvigorons prosecution,
and occasionally, perhaps, by the inefficien-
cy of courts or the prejudice of jurors. It
is undoubtedly true that these evils have
been much increased.and aggravated North
and Sonth by the demoralizing influences
of civil war, and by the rancorous passions
which the contest has engendered ; bnt
that these people are maintaining local gov-
ernments for themselves which habitually
defeat the object of all governments, and
render their own lives and property inseeure
i!.able, ard the aver-
ment of the bill to ihat effeet is not suppor-
ted by any evidence which has come to my
knowledge. All the information I have on
the sabject convinces me that the masses
of the Southern people and those who con-
trol their public acts, while they entertain
diverse opinions on questionsof federal pol-
icy, are completely united in the effort to
reorganize their society on the basis of peace,
and to restore their mutual prosperity as
rapidly and as completely as their circum—
stances will permit.  The bill, however,
would seem to show upon its face that the
establishment of peace and good order is
not its real object

The fifth section declares that the pre-
cecding sections shall cease to operate in
any State where certain events shall have
happened. These events are : First, The
election of d-legates to a State Convention,
by an election at which negroes shall be
aliowed to vote. Sccond, The formation of
a State constitntion, by the convention so |
chésen. Third, The insertion into the State
constitution of a provision which will secure
the right of voting at all elections to negroes,
and to such white m.n as may not be dis- |
franclised or rebellion or felony.  Fourth,
The snbmission of the constitution for rati-
fication to negroes and white men vot dis-
franchised. and its actual ratification by
their vote. Fifth, The submission of the
State constitution to Congress for examina
tion, and the actual approval of it by that
body. Sixth, The adoption of a certain
amendment to the federal Constitution by a
vote of the Legislature elected under the
new constitution.  Sevenmth, The adoption
of said amendment by a sufficient number
of other States to make it a part of the Con-
gtitution of the United States.  All these
conditions must be falfilled before the peo-
ple of any of these States can be relieved
from the bondage of military domination ;
but when they are fulfilled, then immedi-
ately the pains and penalties of the bill are
to cease, no matter whether there is peace
or not, and without any reference to the
security of lifs and propcrty.  The excuse
given for the bill in the preamble is admit-
ted by the bill itself not to be real. The mil-
itary rule which it establishes is plainly to
be used, not for any purpose of order or for
the prevention of crime, but solely asa
means of coercing the people into the adop-
tion of principles and measures to which it
is known that they are opposed, and upon
which they have an undeniable right to ex-
ercise their own judgment.

I submit to Congress whether this meas-
ure is not in its whole character, scope, and
objeet, without precedent and without au-
thority, in palpable confliet with the plain -
est provisions of the Constitution,and utter-
Iy destructive of those great principles of |
liberty and humanity for which our ances—
tors of both sides of the Atlantic shed so
much blood and expended so much treasure |

The ten States numed in the bill are di-
vided into five districts ; for each district
an officer of the army not below the rauk

.

. borne such servitude,

of Brigadier General is to be appointed to
rule over the people, and he is to be sup-
ported with an efficient military force to
enable him to perform his duties and en-
force his authority,

Those duties aod that authority, as de-
fined by tbe third section of the bill, are to
protect all persous in their rights of per-
son and property ; to suppress insurrection
aisorder, and violence ; and to puuish, or
cause to b. punished, all disturbers of the
public peace or criminals. The power thus
given to the commading officer over all the
people of each district is that of an absolute
monarch ; his mere will is to take the place
of all law. The law of the States is now
the only rule applicable to the subjects plac—
ed under bis control,and that 15 completely
displaced by the clause which declares all
ioterference of the State authority to_be
null and void Healone is permitted to
determine what are the rights of persons
or property, nud he may protect them in
such way as in his discretion may seem
properly. 1t places at his free disposal all
the lands and goods in his district, and he
may distribute them without let or hin-
drance, to whom he pleases. Being
bound by o State law, and there being co
other law to regulate the subject, he may
make a criminal code of his own, and he
can make 1t as bloody a8 any recorded in
history. or he can reserve the privilege of
acting upon the impulse of his private pas-
sions in each case that arises. He is bound
by no rules of evidence ; there is indeed,
no provision by which he is authorized or
required to take evidence at all. Every-
thing is a crime which he chooses o call
so, and all persons are condemned whom
he pronounces to be guilty, He is not
bound to make any report or keep any
record of his proceedings. He may ar-
rest his victims wherever he finds them
without warrant. accusation, or proof of
probable cause, If be gives them a trial
before he inflicts the punishment he gives
it ot his grace and mercy, not because he
is commanded o0 to do. To a casual read-
er of the bill, it might seem that some kind
of trial was secured by it to persons ac-
cuscd of erime ; but such is not the case.
Tue officer may allow local, civil tribunals
to try offenders ; but of course this does
not require that he shall do so.  If any
State or Federal Court presumes  to exer-
cise its legal jurisdiction by the trial of a
malefactor without his special permission,
he can break it up, and punish the judges
and jurors as beiug themselves malefactors.
He enu save bis friends  from  justice and
despoil his enemies comtrary to justice. It
is also provided that he shail have power
to organize military commissions or tribu-
nals, but tlns power he is not commanded
to exercise. Itis merely permissive, and

| is to be used only when in his judgment

it may be necessary for the trial ef offenders.
Even if the sentence of a commission were

| made a prerequisite to the punishment of

a party, it wonld be scarcely the slightest
check upon the officer, who  has authority
to organizs it as he pleases, preserib its
mode of proceeding, appoint. its members
{rom among his own subordinates, and re-
vise all its decisions. Instead of mitigating
the harshness of his single rule, such a
tribunal would be used much more proba-
bly to divide the responsibility of making
it more cruel and unjust.

Several provisions dictated by the hu-
manity of Congress have been inserted in
the bill, apparently to restrain the power of
the commanding officer; but it seems to
me that they are of no avail for that por-

0SC.

The fourth section provides—First, that
trial shall not be unnccessarily delayed :
but I think I have shown that the power
is given to punish without trixl, and if so,
this provision is practically inoperative,—
Second. Cruel or unjust punishments are
not to be wflicted; but who is to decide
what is cruel and what unusual? The
words have acquired 1 legal meaning by
long use inthe courts. Can't be expected
that military officers will understand or
foliow a rule expressed in language so
purely technical and not pertaining in the
least degree to their profeesion. If not,
then each officer may define cruelty ac—-
cording to his own temper; and if not
usual, he will make it usual.  Corporal
punishment, the gag, the ball and chain,
and the other almust insupportable forms
of torture invented fos military punish-
ment, are within th2 range of choice.—
Tird. Thesentence of a commission is
to be executed without being approved by
the commander, if it affects life or liberty,
and a sentence of death must be ap-
proved by the President. This applies to
cases i1 which there has been a trial and
sentence. I take it to be clear under the
bill that the mili-ary commander may con-
demn to death, without even the form of a
trial, by a military commission; so that
the life of the condemned may depend on
the will of two men instead of one. It is
plain that the authority here given to the
military officer amounts to absolute des
potis.a.  But to make it still more unen-
durable, the bill provides that it may be
delegated to as many subordinates as he
choses to appoint ; for it declures that he
shall “punish or cause to be punished.”—
Such a power has not been wiclded by any
monarch in England for more than five
bundred years. In all that time, ~no peo-
ple who speak the English language have
It reduces the
whole population of the ten States, all per-
sons, of every evlor, sex, and condition, and
every stranger within their limits, to the
most abject and degrading slavery. No

bis slaves as this bill gives to the military

officers over both white and colored per-
sons. It may be answered to this that the
officers of the army are too magnaniomous,
just, and humane to oppress and trample
upun a subjugated people. I do not doubt
that army officers of the army are too mag-
nanimons, just, and hamane to oppress
and trample upon a subjugated people, 1
do not doubt that many officers are as well
entitled to this kind of coufidence as any
other class ot men ; but the history of the
world has been written in vain if it does
not teach us that unrestrained authority
can never be safely trusted to human heads.
It 1s almost sure to be more or less abused
under any circumstances, and it has al-
ways resulted in gross tyranny, where the
rulers who exercise it are strangers to their
subjects, and come among them as the
representatives of a distant power, and
more especially when the power that sends
them is unfriendly. Governments closely
resembling that here proposcd bhave been
fairly tried in Hungary and Poland, and
the suffering endured by those people
aroused the sympatbhics of the entire world
It was tried in Ireland ; and tnough first
tempered by principles of English law, it
gave birth to cruelties so atrocious that
they are never recounted without just in-
digoation.  The French Convention arm-
ed its deputies with this power, and sent
them to the southern departments of the
republic, The massacres, murders, and
other atrocities which they committed show
what the passions of the ablest men in the
most civilized society will attempt to do
when wholly unrestrained by law, The
men of our race, in every age, have strug-
gled to tie up the hauds of their govern-
ments and keep them within the law, be-
cause their own experience of all mankind
taught them that rulers could not be relied
on to concede those rights which they were
not legally bound to respect. The head of
a great empire has sometimes governed it
with a mild and patient sway; but the
kindness of an irresponsible deputy never
yields what the law does not extort from
him. Betweensuch a master and the peo-
ple subjugated to his domination there can
be pothing but enmity. He punishes them
it they resist his aathority, and if they sub-
mit to it he hates them  for their servility.
I come now to a question which is, if
possible, still more importaot. Have we
the power to establish and carry into exe-
cution a measure like this? I answer, cer-
tanly not if we derive our authority from
the Constitution and if we are bounu by
the limitations which it imposes. This
proposition is pertfeelly clear—that no
branch of the federal government, execu-
tive, legislalive, or judicial, can have any
just powers except those which it derives
through and exercises under the organic
law of the Union.  Outside of the Consti-
twyion we have no legal authority more
than private citizens, and withio it we have
only so much as that instrument gives us.
‘Ilis broad principle limits all our func-
tions and applies to all subjects. It pro-
tects not only the citizens of the United
States, who are within the Union, but it
shields every human being who comes or
is brought under onr jurisdiction. We have
ro right todo in one place more than in
another than which the Constitution says
we shall notdoat all.  If, therefore, the
Southern States were in truth out of the
Union, we could not treat their people in a
way which the fundamental law forbids.
Some people assume that the success of
our armies in crushing the opposition which
was made in some of the States to the ex
ecution of the federal laws reduced those
States and all their people, “the innocent
as well as the guilty,” to the condition of
vassalage, and gave us a power over them
which the Constitution does not bestow or
define or limit.  No tallacy can be more
trausparent than this, Our victories sub-
jected the insurgents to legal obedience, not
to the voke of an arbitary despotism.—
When an absolute sovereign reduces his
rebeilious subjects he may deal with them
according to his pleasure, because he had
that power before; but when a limited
monarch puts down an insurrection he must
still govern according te law,  If an iusur
rection should take place in one of our
States against the authority of the State
grvernment, and end in the overthrow of
those who planned it, would th:at take away
the rights of all the people of the counties
where it was favorzd by a part or a ma-
jority of the population?  Could they for
such a reason be wholly outlawed and de-
prived of their repreaentation in the Legis-
lature ? I bave always contended that the
government of the United States was sov—
ereigu within its constitutional sphere ; that
it executed its laws like the States them-
sclves, by applying its coercive powers di-
rectly to indiciduals, and that it could put
down insurrection with the same effect as
aState, aud no other.  The opposite doc-
trine is the worst heresy of those who ad-
vocated secession, and cannot be agreed
without admitting that heresy to be right.
Invasion, nsurrection, rebellion, and do-
mestic violence were anticipated when the
government was framed, and the means of
repelling and suppressing them were wise-
ly provided for in the Constitution: but it
was framed, and the means of repelling and
suppressing themn were wisely provided for
in the Coustitution ; but it was not thought
necessary that the States in which they
{ might occur should be expelled from the
Union. Rebellions, which were invariably
suppressed, oecurred prior to thatout ot
which these questionsgrew ; but the States
continued to exist, and the Union remain-
ed unbroken. In Massachusetts, in Penn—
sylvania in Rhode Island,and in New-Y ork,

l

and armed opposition to the United States

master ever had a control so absolute 0'"1 at differernt periods in our bistory, violert

was carricd on ; bat the relations of those
States with the federal government were

not supposed o be interrupted or changed |

thereby alter the 1ebellious portions of their
population were defeated and put down.—
It is true that in these earlier cases there
was no formal expression of a determina-
tion to withdraw from the Union; but it
is also true that in the Southern Statvs the
ordinances of secession were treated by all
the friends of the Union as mere nulities,
and are now acknowledged to be so by the
States themselves. If we admit tnat they
bad sny force of validity, or that tbey did
in fact take the States in which they were
passed out of the Union, we sweep from
ander our feet all the grounds upon which
we stand in justifying the use of federal
force to naintain the integrity of the gov-
ernment.

"There isa bill passed by Congress in time
of peace.  There is not in any one of the
States brought under its operation either
war or insurrection ; the laws of the State
and of the federal goverument are in un-
disturbed and Larmonious operation ; the
courts, State and federal, are open i the
full exercise of their proper authority over
every State comprised in the five military
dustricts ; life, liberty and property are
secured by State laws and tederal laws,
and the national Constitution is everywhere
in force and everywhere obeyed.  What,
then, is the ground on which this bill pro-
cceds? The title of the bill announces that
it is iutended for the more efficient govern-
ment of these ten States, It is recised, by
way of preambie, that no loyal State govern-
ments ncr adequate protection for hite or
property exist in thuse States, and goud or-
der should thus be enforced. Tue first
thing that arrests attention upon these re-
citals which prepare the way for martisl
law i3 this—that the only foundation upon
which martial law can exist under our form
ofgovernment is ot stated, or so much s
pretended.  Actual war, toreigu iuvasion,
domestic insurrection—none ot thess, ap
pear, and noue of these, in fact, exists. It
1s not even recited that auy sort of waror
insurrection is threatened.

Let us pause here to consider, upon this
question of constitutional law aud the pow-
er of Congress, a recent  decision of the
Supreme Court of the Uuited States 1o
ex porte Milligan. 1 will tirst quote from
the opinton ot the majority of the court :—
“For martial law caunot arise from a (hreat-
ened invasion. The necessity must  be ac-
tual and present, the invasion real, such as
effectually closes the courts and disposcs
the civil administration.” We see that
martial law comes in only when actual war
closes the coarts and deposes the cavil au-
thority.  Buu tuis bul, intime of prace
makes martial law operate as though we
were in actual war, and becomes tue cause
instead of the cons-quence ef the abroga-
tion of civil authority,  One more quota-
tion: * It follows, from what has been sard
on the subject, that there are occasions
when martial law can be properly apphed,

If in foreign ivvasion or civil  arthe
courts are actually closed, aud it is impossi-
ble to administer criminal justice accurding
to law, then on the theatre of active milita-
ry operations, where war realiy prevails,
there is a necessity to furmsh & substitute
for the civil authority thus overthrown to
preserve the satety of the army and socie-
ty, and, as no power is left but the military
it is allowed to govern by muartial rule un-
til the laws can bave their free course.” |
now quote from the opio¥on of the minority
of the court, deiivered by Chief Justice
Chase: “We by no meaus assert that Con-
gress can establish and apply the laws of
war where no war hus been dcclared or
exists; where peace exists the laws of
peace must prevail.”  This is sufficiently
explicit—that peace exists iu all the terri-
tory to which this bill appiies. It asserts a
power iu Congress in time of peace 10 set
aside the laws of peace and to substitute
the laws of war. Tue minority, concurriog
with the majority, declares tuat Cougress
dues not possess that power.  Again, xnd
if possible more emphatically, the Chuet
Justice, with remarkable clearvess and con
densation, sums up the whole matter as fol-
ows :

There are, uader the Constitution. three kinds of
military jurisdietion— one to be exercised both 1n
peace und in war ; another to be exercised in tie
of foreign war, without the boundaries of the Lai-
ted States, or in time of rebellion and civil war with-
in States or districts occupied by rebels treated as
b lligerents ; and a third to be exercised in time of
invagion or insurrection within the limits of the
United States, or during rebellion within the limits
of the States maiotaining adhesion to the national
government, when fhe public danger requires its ex-
ercise The first of these may be called jurisdiction
under military law, and is found in acts of Congress
prescribing rules and articles ot war, or otherwise
providing for the government of the aa-
tional forces. The second may be distinguish-
ed 83 milltsary government, superseding. as far aus
may be deemed expedient, the locsl las, and exer-
cised by the military command»r, under the direc-
tion of the President, with the express or implied
sanc tion of Congress; while the third may be de-
nominated martial law proper, and is called ino
action by Congress or temporurily, when the action
of Congress ocannot be inmvited, aad is the
case of justifying or excusing peril, by the President
in times of insurrection or wvasion. of civil or for-
eign war, within distrits or localities where ordina-
ry iaw no longer adequately secures public safety
or privata righti.

It will be observed that of the three
kinds of military jurisdiction which can be
exercised or created under our Constitu
sion there is but one that can prevail in
time of peace, and that is the code of laws
enacted by Congress for the government of
the national forces, That body of milita-
ry law has no application to the citizen -
not even to the citizen soldier enrolled in
the militia in time of peace.  But this bili
isnot a part of that sort of military law,
for that applies only to the soldier, and not
to the citizen ; while, contrariwise, the mil-
itary law provided by this bill applies only
to the citizeo, and not to the soldier.

I need not say to the Representatives of
the American people that their Constitu-
tion forbias the exeicise of judicial power
in any way but one—that is by the ordain-
ed and establisbed courts. It is equally
well koown that 1 all criminal cases & tri-
al by jury is made iudispensible by the
express words of that instrument. I will
not enlarge on the inestimable value of the
right thus secured by ever freeman, or
speak of the danger to publiic liberty in all
partsof the country which must ensue from
a denial of it anywhere or upon any pre-
tence, A very recent decision of the Su-
preme Court bas traced the bistory, vindi-
cated the dignity, and made known the
value of this great privilege so clearly that
nothing is needed, To that extent a viola-
tivn of it may be excused in time of war
or public dasger may admit of discussion ;
but we are providing now for a time of pro-
found pesce, when tbere is not an armed
soldier within our borders except those who
are in the service of the government. It is
such a condition of things that an act of
Cougress is proposed which, if carricd out,
would deny a trial by the lawiul courts and
juries to nine millions of American citizens
10 their postenity tor an indefinite period.
It seems to be scarcely possible that any
one should seriously believe this conslstent
wiih & Coustitution which declares in sim-
ple, plain, and ubambiguous language that
all persons shall bave that right, and that
uo person shall ever in any case be depriv-
ed ot it. The Couostitution also forbids
the arrest of the citizen without judicial
warraut founded oo probable cause: this
bill authorizes an  arrest without warrant
a. the pleasure of & military commander.
The Constitution declares that no person
shall be held toanswer for a capital or
otherwise infamous crime unless on
scuiment by a grand jury; this bill holds
every person nowa soldier answerable for
ali crimes und all charges without any pre-
sentment. ‘T'he Constitution declares that
no person shall be deprived of life, liberty
or property, without due process of law;
thns bili sets aside all process of luw, and
makes the citizeu answerable in his person
aud property to the will of one man,
aud for hus life to the will of two.  Finally
the Constitation deciares that “the privilege
of the writ of rabeus corpus shall not be
suspenued unless when, in case of rebellivn
o1 nvasion, the public safety may require
it;” whercas this bill declares martial law,
which of itself suspends this great writ in
ume of peace and authorizes the military
v make the arrest and gives to the prison-
er only oue privilege, and thatis a trial
“without unnecessary delay.” He has no
nope of release frowm custody except the
hope, such as it 18, of release by acquittal
betore a wlitury commission,  The Uni-
ted diutes ure bound to yuarantee to each
State arepublican form ot government.—
Cau 1t be pretended that this obligation is
uot palpabiy broken if we carry out a mea-
sure like tlus, which wipes away every ves-
tige of republican goverument in ten States
sod put e lide, property, liberty, and hon-
or ot all the pople in each of these under
the domination of a gingle person, clothed
with unmitied autbority ?  The Parliament
of Kuglaud, exercising the omnipotent pow-
er which itclaimed, was accustomed to
pass biils of attunder—that is tosay, it
would convict men of treason and other
crimes of legislative enactmeat, The per-
son accused bad a hearing, sometimes a
paticnt and fuir ove, but generally party
prejudice prevaiied instead of justice. It
ofteu became necessary for Partiament to-
acknowledge its error and reverse its own
action. The fathers of our country deter-
wiued that o such thing should occur herg
Luvy witbbeld the power from  Congress,
aud thus forbade its exercise by that body,
snd tuey provided in the Constitution that
uo dtaie shuuld pass any bill of attainder.
It 18 therefose 1mpossible jor any porson in
this country to be constitytionally ocauviots
ed or punisbied ior any crime by a legisla-

uve proceeding of any sort, Nevertheless,
here 18 a bill of attainder sgainst nine mil-
lwus of peopie at vnce. t is based upon

an accusativn 30 vague as to scarcely beintel-
hgivle, aud found to be true upon no cred-
1ble evidence. Not one of the nine mil-
heus was beard in bis own defeace.  The
representatives of the doomed parties were
cxcluded from all participation in the trial.
I'be conviction is to be followed by the
most ignominious punishment ever inflict-_
ed upou lurge masses of men. It disfran-
chises them by hundreds of thousands, and~
degrades them all, even those who sre ad-
wiited to be guiltiess, from the ravk of;
freemen to the condition of slaves. The
purpuse and object of the bill, the general:
intent which prevails from beginning to
end, is o change the entire structure and
character of tue Siate zovemmeu‘xq and to’
cowpel them by force to the adoption of -
orgunic luws and regulutions which they
wre unwiliing to adopt if left to themselves,
The pegroes have not asked for the priy.
ilege ot voting ; the vast majority of them
have uo idea what it means. This bill not
ouly thrusts it iuto their haods, but compels
them a3 well as the whites tq use it 1. a
parucular way.  If they dg not forma
coustitution with prescribed articles in it,
aud sfierwards elect a legislature which’
will act upon certain measyyes 1o a preecrib-
ed way, neither blacks, nor wintes can be,
relicved from the slavery which the billim-
puses upou them,  Withiout pausitg here
10 consider the policy or impolicy of Afri-
caniziug the southcrn party of our territory
1 wouid simply ask tbe attention of Con=
geess Lo that manitest, well-known and uni-
versally acknowledged rule of constitu-
tional law which declares that the federal
government haa no jurisdiction, authority,

or pawer to regulate ench subjecre for any.

E .



